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Ahitraci of iho Proceedingi of the Council of the Lieuienani* Governor of Bengul 

aeeemhled under the provimns of the Indian Councils AotSy 1861 and 189S, 

» 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 17th February 
1906, at 12 noon. 

frfjeent: 

The Hon’ble Sm Andrew Fraser, k.c.8.i., Lieutenant -Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hou’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.b.i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr, F. A. Slackk. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. O’Kinealy, Advocate-General of BeogaL 
The Ilon’ble Mr. E. W. Colun. 

, The Hon’ble Mr. R. W, Carlyle, C4,b. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Suibre8. 

The Hon’ bio Mu, G. Gordon. 

The Hon’ble Mb. C. G. H. Allen. 

The Eon’ble Mu. C. F. Larmour. 

The Hon’ble Baud Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Babu Nalin Bruari Sircar, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. Chaudhuri, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif BLadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murahidat-ad. 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee, m.a., b.u 
The Hon’ble Mb. J. D. Nimmo. 

The Hon’ble Babu Beuipehdba Nath Babu, u.a., bj:. 
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2 QueBium and Anewers, [17h Febbuabt 

[Madu Jogcndra Nath Mukherjec ; Mr, Carlye ; Bahu Amhika Charan Maeum^j^jgf\ 

QtJEST10N8 AND ANSWERS. 

GROWTH OF COTTON IN BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Babu JoGhNORA Nath Mukherjek asked: — 

(a) Will the Govornmeut be ])Ieased to state if any steps h^ve been taken 
by it since the creation of the Department of Agriculture, to stimulate the 
growth of cotton in the several districts of this Province ? If so, what 
they are ? 

(i) Will the Government be pleased to state as far as possible, what 
exjieriminls have been made by it and what results have been obtained, as 
regards the production of cotton in the several districts of tiiis Province ? 


I’he Honldo Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

“ 'J he Bengal Department of Agriculture was created in 1885. It is only 
since 1908 that the Department has taken steps to stimulate the growth of 
cotton. 

“Attempts are being made (1) to improve tbo outturn and quality of local 
varieties of cotton by selection of seed in the important cotton-gi’owing. 
distiicts, and to introduce superior varieties of cotton from Egypt and 
America, and from other Provinces in India. 

“ ^J'he Hon’ble Meinifer is referred to the answer given to Question No. II of 
the Uon’blo Babu Anibika Charan Mazumdar asked at the Council Meeting of 
the ii'nd December, 1905, for further details. 

“Besides these steps, the Department lias tried the following experiments 
at the farms under its charge; (1) comparison of the outturn of a few select 
varieties, and (5^) production of superior hybrids of cross fertilisation. The 
past two or tliree years Iiuve been unfavourable for cotton cultivation in this 
Province, and the experiments hove not given results that can be safely 
regarded as definite. It is intended to coiitiinie the experiments.” 


OPERATION OF TH;E LAND REV KN LIE i^ALE LAW. 

The Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Nath Mukheiuee asked: — 

Will tlio Government bo pleased to stati' : — 

(a) Whether the 19 cases of hardship mentioned in the recent 
Government Resolution on the Administration of the Board of 
Revenue, Lower Provinces, hir 1904-05, regarding the operation 
of the Land Revenue Sale Law, comprise only tlioso cases in 
wliich the Hon’ble Members of the Board agreed with the 
Divisional Commissioners in their recommendations for annul- 
ment of sales on the ground of hardsliip? 

Whether there were any cases during the period 1904-05 in which 
such recommendations of tlie Divisional Commissioners on the 
ground of hardship were not acted upon by the Board *of 
Revenue ; if so, the number of such cases ? 


’fhe Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

“(a) The 19 cases mentioned in the Government Resolution on the Land 
Revenue Administration Report for the year 1904 1905 comprise orjy those 
cases in which the Board of Revenue agrcc 'i with the Divisional Cc inmissioners 
in recommending the annulment of 8ah‘s on the ground of liardship. ’ 

(/•) There were only two cases during the year 1904 1905 in which the 
Board did not support the recommendations of Divisional CommLssioners.” 

TEE CALCUTTA AND SUBURBAN POLICE SUPERANNUATION FUND 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state what was the outstanding 
balance of the Calcutta and Suburban Police Superannuation Fund, which haa 
become vested in Government under the operation of the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Superannuation Fund) Act, 1905? 
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[Mr, Shirres ; Bahu Amhika Ckaran Alazumdar ; Mr, GarlyU; Mr. Larmour."] 

The Hon’blo JIr. Shirres replied : — 

The bnlance of the Calcutta and Suburban Police Superannuation Fund 
which baa biicome vested in Goveniment is Us. 3,48,540-«*^^’ « 

REDUCTION OP ESTABLISHMENTS IN CERTAIN OFFICES IN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Asibika Cuauan Mazumdar asked: — 

Will the Government bo pleased Ito lay on tlie table a Btafement 
showing the reduction effected under the partition of Bengal in tlio establish- 
ments of the foilnwin;^ oHices, viz.: — the Benirul Sccreiaiiat, the Hoard of 
Revenue, the Puhlic Works Department and in the offices of the Inspector- 
General of l\)1ice, the ( Vtntni.'Bit'uer of Excise, the Accountant-General, the 
Postmastor-Geuernl, tho Inspoc^or-Gimeral of (’ivil Hospitals, the Inspector- 
General of Registration, tho Director of Land Recoils and Agriculture, the 
Director of Public Instructicn and the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal ? 

The II on’ bio Mu. Cari-yle replied : — 

“ The question of the rt duction to be effected in tho offices named in tho 
question is still undjr discutsion with the Govornmont of India,” 

TilE BENGAL 8.MOEK NUISANCKS ACT. 

The Ilon’blo Mu. Laumouu asked : — 

Will the Government bo pleased to state when it is proposed to bring into 
operation the Ihmgal Smoke- Nuisances Act pas.sed by this Council last year? 

Tho ilmrblo Mu. Cmilyle rojdicd: — 

“ A Commission lias buei appointed under the terms of section 4 of the 
Act, and tiie numlars havo l eon iu)ti(i(Ml in the Calcutta Gazette of the 24th 
January. On the same date Air. Nicliolsim, who has had largo experience 
fff tiiriiilar woi k in hiighmd and wlio had arrived two days before in Calcutta 
was appoint(!d (.’Iiicf liispccloi. it was not considered advisable to ajipoint 
the Commission uu’ii Mr. Nicholson ai rived, lie lias been diligently studying 
local conditions since his arrival ; and tlie Commission with Inn assisfunco will 
now frame rules under section 10 of tho Act. As soon as these rules have 
been approved liy tho Governor General in Council, they will be notified ; and 
the Act will then be ojitTutive.” 

REDUCTION OF FEES UvNDEU THE PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY ACT. 

- The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Cuauan Mazumdar asked: — 

• 

. Will tiio Government bo pleased to state whether it is or it is not a 
fact that considerable surpluses are anuiially left in almost evoiy district out 
of the proces.s fets realized for the service of notices and execution of 
certificftU's under the Public Demands Recovery Act V If so, will the Govern- 
thent be pleased to coiLsider wliether it is not feasible to make a reduction in 
me rate or rates at which such fees are levied at present? 

The Ilen’ble Mu. Carlyle replied : — 

In the great majority of certificate cases tho process fee is the only charge 
made for all the wank done in the Certificate and Nizarut and other depart- 
ments in connection with tlie recovery of claims. Government is not prepared 
to say wdiat surplus may fairly be held to accrue when all the churges which 
can legitimately be debited to this licad are set off, and these ciiarges are 
likely to be m (edified as a result of the inquiries whlcli are now being made 
by the Canimission appointed to inquire into ininhterial salaries. In the 
opinion of Governnieut tho present charges are mudeiate, and do not call for 
reduction. At tho same time, the possibility and propriety of reducing the * 
fJes are matters which will receive attention after receipt of the Commission’s 
RjporU” 



j TJw Bengal Disorderly Houses Bill^ J005 ; The Bengal [17ih Fkbuuartt'IQOB,] 
Land Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1905 ; The 
Bengal Court of Wards f AmendmentJ Bill, 1905, 

[Mr, Gordon ; Mr, Earef^ 

THE BENGAL DISORDERLY HOUSES BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to prrwide for the discontinuance of brothels and disorderly houses 
in certain locali(ie.H in Bengal. He said: — 

The Bill has been amemded in certain imjtortant particulars and the 
amendments are all shown in italics. Some of those anjondmimts affected 
questions of principle, spocially tln.sc referred to in parairraph 7 of the Report, 
This therefore require! the sanction of the Government of India. The 
amendments have been forwarded to that Government and until tue orders of 
the Government of India have been received the proceedings in this Council 
will remain ponding. 

THE BENGAL LAND REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 

1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. HiJiK presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Land Registration Act, 1876. Ho said : — 

“ The amendments whicli have been proposed are very alight, and they 
are referied to in the Report of the Select Committee. I do not think therefore 
there is any occasion for me to make any remarks at present. 

THE BENGAL COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare presented tlie Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879. He said : — 

“ 1 do not propose to ask your Hotiour for leave that the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Bill to amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879, be taken 
into 'consideration, nor do I propose to ask for permission that the Bill be 
considered in the form r<‘Conmimuied by the Select Committee. The reason 
is that certain amendmonts which have not been before the Select Committee 
for their conddorstion have boon put in rather late, and Government liavo not 
had oulliciout time to consider them in thoir consequences fully. We think 
thorel'ore that it would bo better to adjourn tliat part of the Business to the next 
meeting of Council. I beg, therefore, to move that the Motion which stands 
in my name, namely, that the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to 
amend tl\e Court of Waids Act, 1879, be taken into consideration, be postponed 
to tlu5 next meeting of Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. , 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 3rd March, 1906. * 

Calcutta ; 'I L. C. ADAMI| 

TU SGih February y 1906. ) Ofg* Secretary to the Bengal Couaeik 





Abttracl of the ProcMdingt of tiu Council of the Lieutenant- Oovemor of 
ateemlied under the jprovimnt of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 189S. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 3rd March, 
1906, at 11 A.M. 

The Hon’ble Sm Andrew Feaseh, e.c.8,i^ Lieutenant>6oTernw of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.s.i., c.i.k. 

'Die Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. CBLinealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Ms. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Inolis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Shirbes. 

The Hon’ble ^^K. G. Gordon, 

The Hon’ble Mb. C. G. H. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Laemour. 

The Hon’ble Babo Ambika Charan Mazdmdab. 

The ’Hon’ble Raja Ban Brhabi Kapur, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogekdba Nath Mukherjee, ii.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. D. Nihmo. 

^e Hon’ble Mr. Syed SHUBruoDn. 



0 f Vtteaton* and Answers, L^bd March^ 

[Bahu AmbiJca Charan Mazumdar ; Mr. Shirres ; Mr. Carlyle.'] 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Births and Deaths in Calcutta and in the Presidency and Burdwan 

Divisions. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, in the absence of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri, asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a tabular statement 
giving for the year 1905-06, the births and deaths (and in the case of the latter, 
showing in separate columns those due to fever and cholera and the total 
number of deaths and the rate per milk) in the town of Calcutta, and the 
different districts comprised in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions of 
Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied ; — 

A statement giving the information desired by the Hon’ble Member , for 
the year 1905 has been laid upon the table.” 


8tntemfnt referred to in the above ammr. 
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Scarcity in Bengal and Bihar. 

The Ilon’blo Balm Ambika Charan Mazumdar, in the absence of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri, asked : — 

Does the Government apprehend a scarcity in Bengal and Bihar, owing to 
the partial failure of the winter crop and the gloomy prospects of the rahi 
crop ? If so, which are the districts whore the prospects are particularly bad ? 
Does the Government propose to adopt any precautionary measures to cope 
with the scarcity and to avert distress amongst the cultivating classes. 

The Uon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied:— 

“Government does not apprehend any scarcity in Bengal and Bihar. 
The winter rice crop is estimated at 88 per amt. of a normal crop and the pros- 
^ pects of the raU crop are still on the whole fair. The situation will be carefully 
watched, but no special precautionary measures seem to be necessary at present 
to avert distress among’ the cultivating classes.” 
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[Mr. Bare,'] 

THE BENGAL COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Haro also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

He said: — “ It is not necessary for me to say more than a very few words 
in moving that the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the 
Court of Wards Act, 1879, be taken into consideration. 

“ The criticisms on the Bill as it was originally presented which it is 
necessary to notice are confined principally to two points. The first is in 
regard to the penalty which will be incurred by creditors who withhold present- 
ation of their claims. The Committee recommend that the penalty shall be 
forfeiture of interest. This is the least that can reasonably be inflicted, I may 

• point out that a creditor, even when he does not expect immediate payment of 
his })rincipal, is usually on the look-out for and (jontinually demanding his 

• interest, and it is very unlikely that he will fail to present his claim for interest 
repeatedly, and so will easily come to know that the Court has tjiken charge of 
the estate which owes him his debt. If no penalty for delay in submitting a 
claim is inflicted, it will clearly be advantageous for creditors who have claims 
carrying heavy interest to conceal their claims in order that the interest may 
mount up, as it is utilikely that they could easily obtain other equally profit- 
able investments. 

“ The main argument, however, is that which has already been put forward 
and is referred to in jiaragraph 4. of the Report of the Select Committee, viz,^ 
that unless the Court knows all the liabilities vrhich an estate has to meet, the 
Court cannot safely ask any one to lend money to that estate. 

• • “ The other criticism which I notice is that which is referred to in para 
graph 8 of the Report of the Select Committee; viz.^ against the provision in the 
Bill for giving the Court of Wards ])ower to retain an estate until its debts are 
cleared even in cases where the proprietor is not disqualified under section 6 (e) 
of the Court of Wards Act, ie.y on his own application. In addition to the 
arguments which have been given in paragraph 8 of the Report of the Select 
Committee, I may mention that 1 have frequently had experience of the great 
difficulty of reclaiming estates which were heavily indebted whoso proprietors 
were disqualified under the provisions of sections 6 (a) to 6 (W of the Court of 
Wards Act. Such a case happens where a proprietor dies leaving his estate heavily 
•encumbered. Jn the, absence of any certainty that owing to death or other 

reasons the estate will not be removed from the Court’s jurisdiction before a 
Idan is repaid, people are very unwilling to lend money and onerous terms are 
demanded. When this is the case it becomes impossible to save the estate, and 
the Court cannot extend any protection to the disqualified proprietors. But 
those are just the cases where the Court’s action is most needed and where an 
impartial on-looker would specially urge the Court to interfere and save the 
minor or widow from utter ruin. Where the proprietor has himself been 
improvident there is much to be said for letting him suffer the natural conse- 
.quences of his improvidence, and such an one can expect much less sympathy 
than will bo freely extended to his helpless dependants. It is surely unsound 
to give the Court larger powers of saving an estate for the benefit oi an impro- 
vident proprietor than for the protection cf helpless dependants of an improvi- 
dent proprietor, such as a child or widow. 

There are some people, however, who while they will want such estates 
to be reclaimed and would wish the minors and widows to be saved from ruin, 
would not give the Court of Wards the necessary powers for fear these powers 
should be abused. This is irrational and there is no danger at all of any abuse# * 

, {Proprietors cannot have their cake and eat it too, and thil is so even if it is th^ir 



8 ' 


The Bengal Court of Wards [Amendmenf) Bill^ 1906, [Sbd llliltCH, 

{_Mr, Rxre; Bahu Amhika Charan Mazumdar,^ 

predecessors in interest who have eaten the cake. Extravagance must be r 
followed by restriction, whether it is the Court of Wards who restrains the 
proprietor for a tirnefiom spending, or the restraint is imposed by the fact that 
the property has been all dissipated and there is nothing left to spend, I claim 
therefore that the proposed power ought to be given in the best interest of the 
proprietors, and I must confess 1 am much surprised that the objection is put 
forward by the Bihar Landholders’ Association as it is essentiaiy a measure 
for their protection and benefit. This provision is the subject of certain 
amendments which have been proposed, and I have therefore considered it 
advisable to deal with it at some length. 

As regards the other provisions and modifications of the Bill I have only 
to bring to your notice that greater publicity is given to the action of the Court 
of Wards when taking charge of estates. 

‘‘The amendments which have been put down in my name are due to 
suggestions made by my learned friend the Hon’ble Advocate-General and will 
be explained as each one is considered.” 

Clause 3, 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Hare moved that in sub-section (1) of section 10 A 
in clause 3 of the Bill, after the words “ submit the same in writing to the ^ 
Court/’ the words “at a place to be named in the notice/’ be inserted. 

He said: — “ The reason for this amendment is that it often happens that 
an estate has property in several districts. The rule is that it is managed by 
a Collector of one of these districts only, generally the one where the proprie- 
tor is resident or in which he has the largest amount of property, and in 
issuing the notice that Court will generally be mentioned. The creditor will 
have no difficulty in knowing where he has to send his information.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, in the absence of the 
Hon’blo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basn, moved that in the proviso to section lOA 
in clause 3 of the Bill, the words “and allow, either wholly or in part,’”o^ 
inserted after the words “ may consider.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Uon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar moved that in sub-section 
(f) of section lOB in clause 3 of the Bill, the words “ within such time as 
the Court may appoint” bo substituted for the words “at the same time.” 

He said : — “ The first amendment which stands against my name refers to 
sub-section (f) of section lOB in clause 3 of the Bill. After requiring in the 
j)reviou8 section all creditors to submit their claims to the Court of Wards 
within a given period, the present section prescribes the time when • all docu- 
ments relating to such claims must be produced ; and the Select Committee 
recommend that that time should coincide with the filing of the written state- 
ment of such claims. This seems to me to lay down a rule, calculated not only 
to work hardship and injustice on the claimant, but also to unnecessarily fetter 
the discretion of the Court in many cases. Instances may easily be conceived 
where a claimant may be unable to produce along with his written statement 
documents which may be with his servant or agent and which wopld not 
therefore be legally out of his possession or control ; and yet the case and its 
circumstances may be such as to induce the Court to accept such documents 
and settle with the creditor to the best advantage of the estate. To leave no 
discretion even to the Court in such cases would in my opinion be highly 
impolitic. It is not suggested that this provision is intended to prevent 
fabrication of documents ; for six months’ time would be quite enough for the 
purpose of those who may be inclined to do so, and the refusal of an additional 
time of a month or a fortnight would not be an appreciable safeguard against 
such practice. It is, however, said that this stringent provision is intended to 
expedite the disposal o4 all "claims against a ward’s estate. But can it be pre- 
tended that with the aid of this provision the Court will be in a position tc 
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dispose of each claim on the very day or even within a fwtnijjht of the }:)re8en* 
tationof the written statement? If not, then wherein is the necessity of shutting' 
out the party in advance while the Court itself w'ould be imable in many cases to 
take up the matter probably for months together? It goes without sa 3 ing that 
the (Collector who is the ‘ whatnot ’ of his district must take some time to arrange 
his file. 1 fail to see why should not a portion at h ast of that time bo given to 
the claimant to arrange and file his documents. It will bo remembei’ed that the 
Civil Procedure Code, which is the recognized guide of procodurt' in all civil and 
revenue matters, allows some time to j)arties to produce their documents; and 
even in case of documents upon which a plaintiff may base his ehiim, it is per- 
missible to a Court of Justice to allow them to be produced some time after the 
plaint has boon filed. Upon all these considerations, 1 think the extraordinary 
stringency of the proposed clause in the Bill should Ve relaxed and a fair 
margin of discretion left in tlie Court itself to appoint the time within which 
under the circumstance of each caso the documents should be ])roducod.” 

The motion was ])at and agreed to. 

The Ilon’blc Mr. Hare moved that in sub-section (,'?) of section lOB in 
clause of the Bill, for the wan-ds “is in the possession or under the control 
of the creditor” the words “ to the knowledge of the creditor is in his posses- 
sion, power or control,” bo substituted. 

Ue said:— “Tins is a merely verbal alteration, andl do not intend to make 
any remarks upon it.” 

I'he motion was put and agreed to. 

The Ilon’blo Bahu Ambika (jharan Maziimdar moved that sub-section (o'), 
of section lOB in clause 'A of the Bill he omithnl. 

1I(^ said : — “ The next amendment which J liavoto move nd’ersto sub-section 
(-j)of section lOB in the same clause of the Bill. 1 fully a}>])reciate the difiiculties 
witii which Courts of Wards are soimdiuies confronted in dealing* with (‘ucum- 
bered estates of wliich they have once assun ed charge'; hull must confess 
that I fool e(iually impressed that the Legislature, in dtadiiig with a one-sided 
legislation like tlie present, cannot be too carelul in sc'oing that in trying to 
►avoid one ddliculty it may not fad into anotht'r. In the Hill us originally 
drafted it was provided that any claim, not submitted to the C’ourt witnin th(‘ 
prescribed period, ‘shall he decimsd to have been duly discliaigvd.’ Strong 
op])osition was raised both in this tyouncil as well as by the outsider public 
against this most stringent proposal wliicii entailed fori’eituie of all claims 
not so submitted. The ^'ciieral Inw^ of limitation as well as various otlior 
considerations \^ere referred to in supjiort of tin' opposition. The Sc h^ct 
Committee to whicli the Bill was tlieii referred also leport tliat tlic-y too 
recognise the force of tliis contention and the hardship to which the cnigiiial 
proposal might lead in some cases ; and tlu'y have accordingly proposed that 
a much lesser pc'ualty might meet the rocjuirenumts oi Court ; nr., instead 
of the* forfeiture ol the principal thc^y have reeomnn uded the forfeiture of 
the interest only. So far so ^n>od, hut does the Bill, as jc -cast ])y the Se lect 
Committee, give effect to tliis inlentioii ? 1 submit not. if ti e inability of 
a creditor to produce the documents in sujcporl cd' his elaiin before thcj 
Court of Wards is to preclude him from using such dofaiments ('ver after, then 
wherein is the differeiu-e between the provisions of tlie original and the 
amended Bill ? Except perhaps only in the rare case of cioditois wiio may 
submit their claims as well as their documents, and who ( ven after so 
doing niay have tlie misfortune to have their claims re jc'cted by thc^ Court, the 
difference, as it appears to me, would lx; one of circumlocution only. Let us 
take a concrete case by way of illustration. A, a cnilitor to tlie estate of a 
w&rd under a registered mortgage bond, fails to produce the bond Imfore th (3 Court 
within the appointed time, llis claim being rcject( 3 d bytlu'Ctunt of Wnrds, 

A brings a suit in the CiviJ Court to recover his chdm. Under the present 
section he would bo debarred from using the bond, and under tin; Law of Evi- 
dence he would be debarred from adducing other evidem e of its eoutinta. 
Clearly therefore, his suit would have to be di8wi^sed, msd tlie result of such^i 
rule would be practically the forfeiture of the cla^ altogether, wliich the 
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hohct Committee have agreed not to work. TIk'ii the inequitable nature of the 
rule may be furtlior illustrated by another example. Supposing A and B are 
two (Toditors to the e8to.to of a ward. After uotict' by the Court of Wards, A 
submits writton statoment of Ida elaiin, but for some reason or other A 
tails to jnoduco in time the necessary document in siip})ort of his claim. B, 
liowev(ir, for reasons be4 known to him, neilhor submits a written statement, 
nor puls in his document. Under the rule proposed A, who partially sub- 
milted to tln^ authority of the ( 'oiirt, would receive the juinisliment, but B, who 
defmd it, would be hd. off s(‘,ot free Would such a result bo fair or acceptable 
to tiu; Gfrvornnient V 1 dare hope not. I have alr(;ady ])ointo(l out that a 
drsminont may be witli a servant or an ag('nt and as such it would not legally be 
out of ])ossoH8ioii of tlie party. Beside.s, is it necessary, Sir, to take such 
a drasth; measure? TIkto mny he difficulti(‘B which the Court of Wards 
has to e.onUmd against in the j)resent state of the law; but wfuild not the for- 
feiture of interest, wiiicli is more often than not as large as tin; ju’incipal itself, 
be a Hiiflicient warning t,o crialitors to register their claims befo»ro it is lost to 
tliem for ev(!r? And wlnu-e they fail to do so, would not the heavy loss of 
interest he a sufticieiit punishinent for tluu'r iaeJu's and more than a jiistifiablo 
"gain to ih(! ( 3 state of the ward? Jt is no douht Ut the er(*dit of an enlightened 
Gove.niment lik(‘ ours tliat it lUds so deeply interested in tin' protection of 
improvi(huit and ineompetent proprietors, l)ul, Sir, is then* any real generosity 
in ro)d)iiig r(3i,er to p.ay Paul ? \our llonoiir's Goveniim nl cannot hace the 
r( 3 ihote.st id{'a, of h'g.ilising fraud. Jf the K'ckless improvident proprietors arc 
objects of c-oinmiseratioii, the legitimate inUiii-st of thrifty good people ouglit 
also to recoiv(‘, sonn; consideration of the estate. They are the ba,(‘kl)one of the 
economic organization of the eountry, and it would he a had policy to hamper 
tlnun too much. Lot us not, kill the goosi' that lays tlie golden egg. Wliose 
fault is it that an estate becomes involvcnl ? And wdio^e agani tliat an accurate 
and a conqdiU' list of its (h'hts is not siibiiiilted before tin; (a>iirt is k-d to 
assume its charge? (Vrtaiiily not of the m'>ney-](‘n(]('r. I’lnuj, ISir, it is too 
w^ell kmnvn that viohuit measures always (kdeat tlnur own ]>urpos(‘R. If w(' 
make tlie position of cnvlitcus so prt'carious, many a projuietor will fail to find 
moiM'y ill tin* inarki't, and the value of })roperty will as a consequence - 
deprecintio To avoid one dilliculty we shall drift into another; and then there 
may not he much to chf»o.s(‘ betwu^en the nltimute gain and loss in the bargain.” 

The IJon’bk^ Mr. Ilaie said: — “1 lu'g to opposii this motion. It siems to 
me that if a creditor does not jiroduci' liis documents wdiich ari' in his J)ossob- 
hion, j)ower or control within such time as the C^.urt may allow^ him, there 
IS im practical liardshi]) a,t all in ids being t(dd that }i(‘ cannot produce them 
aftei’vvards. Why .should he conceal thi m ami ket]) them back? ddie ordinary 
Civil Courts do not allow a man to reconsider wdiat he shall jint in in sujqKirt 
of Ids claim. Whv should the (ilourt of Wards df) more than the ordinary 
CJivil (knirts? I cannot see tliat tlioie is anv liardshi]) wliatever for a creditor 
who knows that In* has got a certain document wddeh is in Ids power or in his 
])os.session or control and does not produce it. If he wants a little time, he 
has only got to ask the (kmrt, and the Court will not be unri'asonabie. Jf he 
does not then produce it, why should lie be allowed to come in at any future 
time and ray ‘ J iiave got sometiii ug more?’ The Courts are jiut in a false 
])osiiioii altogether. Tliiyy are asked to decide upon evidence before them, 
lie does not put the evidence before them, but afterwards he goes to another 
Court and says ‘ 1 havu) got inure evidence The first Court is useless in that 
case. For these reasons 1 must oppose this amendmont.” 

Th niotiiui wuis then put and lost. 

Tlie lloii’ble Babu Ambika Cliaran Maziimdar also moved that in sub- 
Hcction ('’) of section 1 01^ ill clause 3 of the Jilll, after the words ‘^claiming 
under liim ” the words “in respect of such claim,” be added, 

lie said : — “ 1 have unfortunately lost the main amendmont which I moved 
for the omission of siib-scction (3), and 1 have now to move an amendment for 
ni 4 >difying it. Suh-si'ction (o‘) of section lOB as it now stands would seem to bar 
thd reception of a document, not produced before a Court of Wards, in all suita 
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% between a ward and hifi creditor. I presume, however, that it is not the intention 
ot the Select (Jonimittee to enforce tliis penalty for all purposes, but that it is 
intended to confine its operation to llu' debt or claim wbicli is the subject-matter 
of investigation by the Court of Wards only. If 1 am riglit in this presumption, 
the present voiding of the section does not appear to me to bo satisfactory. 
If on the contrary 1 am wrong in my inU*rpretation of that intention, T have a 
serious objection to the provision of th(‘ sub-section under consideration. 
Supposing a creditor has a moin'y (daim against tlie estate of a ward wliich is 
contained in an entry in a book of aci'ouiit. The book also contains another 
entry sliowi'.ig ])ayinent of rent by the ward’s estate to the creditor as 
landlord. Tlie book is not j)roduced befon^ the Court of Wards as required by 
the sub-section. Would or would not the book with the second entry bo 
admissible in a rent-suit between the ward and the creditor? Evidently it 
would. In that case 1 think the section ought to be made clearer. The 
use of the word ‘ creditor’ may not he sufiicient to clear up tlie point. So, 
with a view to make it unmistakabh*, the ’words Cn respect of such claim” 
should be distinctly mentioned. In the notice 1 have aski^d those words to bo 
added to the section ; but wilb your Ilonour’b ])eiuiissi{)n for grammatical con- 
neciion I would have them insertiMl after ilu' words ‘against the ward.’” 

The Iloirblo Mr. O’Kiiiealy said : — “1 think tlie original motion of the 
Ikm’ble Member was clearer tlian what is now 8iiL’’gest(ui. What the section 
is meant to convey is thi.s; tliat it shall not he admis.siblo in (widence in any 
suit, and therefore tlie words would naturally eoiiie at the end of the section 
• and not in tlie (nirhcr part of the section wliich the lion’ble I\lomber wishes. 1 
tliink it would b(‘ much clearer to mid those words at the end of the section 
and not in the middle* of it. 

The IJou'ble Mr. Hare said: — ‘‘ 1 accept the amendmont as originally 
proposed/’ 

Th(' llon’ble JJabu Amhika Chaian Mazumdar agreed to stick to his original 
amendment. 

Tlu; original ariKUidiiieut was then ]Hit and agreial to. 

The llon’ble l>abu Amhika Charan Mazumdar also moved tluit in section 
luCTm clause <1 of tin* liill, after tin* words “ assumed charge of such projierty,” 
th(‘ \\oid> ^‘aiid lieforo any sale or conijdcte satisfuctiou lakes place,” be 

introducH'd 

He said; — ‘‘d’lu* next aiin'iidinent w'hich stands in my name in tin* notice 
j)apor relati's to section 19(j in elaust* d of the. dill. 1 admit tlmt it would bo but 
tail' to oive a ( Amt of Mhirds s(ane bia athing turn*, after it has assumed charge 
of an 1 iieumbeivd estate, ami in that vi^w it should have the power to ask a 
(dvil ^ ourt to stay its execution pl■o(‘(‘edlng.^ against a wa.id’.s estate. Jlut there 
ought to be a limitation to ii botli as ri'gard.s tum* as wa/l as stage. Tin*. Select 
JUouimiitei' think that oiu' y(;ar would lie the naisomiblo limit for such ajiplica- 
lions. 1 will' not join issue with tliem ; lull 1 mast Ix'g leave to differ from 
tiieni'tliat there should not be a similar limitation as regards thi^ stage up to 
which and not beyond wdiich .*^0011 u]i]di(aitions may be entertained. An 
execution proceeding does not neee.ssarily terminate with a sale or satisfaction. 
A sale has to be confiriinM and a satisfaction has to be certified and recorded. 
As the section in tlie 15 ill stands a Court of Wai'd.s would have* power to .stop 
an execution jiroc.eeding even after such sale or satisfaction has taken place 
and until tlie execution proceedings have completely terminated. The sale 
xymuld introduce a tliird party, c/.?., the purciia.ser in the case, and the rever.^al of 
it al the optioh of the Court might seriously prejudice his intere.st. f think 
the privilege of the Coui’t ought to be extended up to the sale and no fm'tlier. 
After a sale has omte taken pluei* tin; Court of Wurd.s ought to be content 
witli the n medy pKA'idod by the Civil Procedure Code for all debtors. It 
may deposit the amount and have the sale set aside,” 

Tlie Hoi/ble Mr. O’Kinealy .said: — “ As regards the addition of the words 
proposed by the Hon’blo Member, I think one part of the addition ig 
unnecessary and the other I do not liiink ought to bo adopted. For this reason^ 
if a complete satHfatliou lias taken place then these execution proceedinga must 
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^ail themselves because once there is complete satisfaction the decree cannot be , 
further executed^ and tliorefore Ido not think, with great respect to the Hon’ble 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, that it is necessary in that case. And in 
the case of a sale wo all know this, that when a sale takes place, that is merely 
the beginning of expensive proceedings in execution connected with whether 
the sale should be confirmed or not. Why should not the Court of Wards 
be enabled to stay piTxjeedings so that it may bo in a position to say * we 
shall agree to the sale or we shall not agree to it or wo shall make certain 
terms with tlio parties 1 do not think it would be a wise thing to say that 
the Court C(‘uld not ask for a stay of the proceedings after the sale takes place, 
because as I say that is only the beginning of expensive proceedings which, if 
the Court of Wards were empowered to deal with, they might make an 
arrangement which would be bemificial to all.’^ 

The llon^blo Mr. Hare said: — think it is unnecessary to accept this 
amendment, and I oppose it.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Tlie llon’blc Mr. Haie moved that in sub-soction of section lOD in 
clause 3 of the Bill, after the words “binding upon the creditor” the words 
“and upon the ward ” be added. 

He said: — “This is a reasonable addition to make and is what we 
intended.” 

The motion was put atid agreed to. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar moved that sub-section 
(^5) of section lOD in clause 3 of the bill be omitted, and that the following 
section be added after section lOE, namely : — 

* lOF. Subject to the provisions of Bub-seotion (t^) of section lOA, and sub-seobon (lif) 
of section 101), nothing in this Act sliall b(' construed to bar the institution of a suit in a 
Civil Court for the recovery of a claim against a ward or his property.’ 

He said : — “ The fiftli amendmeut which 1 have to move refers to sub- 
Reciion of Hoction lOD. It will be observed that there are two restrictive 
(dausos provided in this Bill — One in section lOA, suh-sootifin (t/), with rpgard 
to forfeiture of interest, and the otlier jirovidod in sub-section of section 
lOl). It, of course, goes without saying that the jurisdiction of a (Tvil Couit 
continues in all suits of a civil nature iinh^ss sucli jurisdiction is exjiressly 
barred by any sjiccial oiuictment. But then why jirovide this section at all? 
Out of two restriclivo clauses why do you select one and say that nothing 
in it will bar a civil suit, while, you remain altogether silent in the case of the 
other ? This to my mind is likely to introduce an ohanoiit of doubt which 
may in some instances lead to diniculties. Though brevity may be a 
re(;onimondation ot the Legislature, 1 think clearness ought also to be one of 
its aims, although it would not perhaps bo altogetlu'r ^ disadvantageous to the 
profession to whicli Hom(‘ of us belong that some doubt and uncertainty were 
left in every piece of legislation. Bi'sides, the seetion as it has been worded 
seems to me to suffer from clumsiness botli on account of its jilaceas well as on 
account of its scope and bearing. I would prefer an independent section 
dealing with both the penal provish.ns and make the matter clear of all 
misconception. 1 w'ould have no objection if the present clause were wholly 
omitted; but as it is, 1 would move that the clause be taken out of its place and 
an independent section provided as contained in my notice.” 

The llon’ble Mr. Gupta said: — “ 1 think the amendment proposed by my 
Hon’ble friend is quite unnecessary, as under section lOA only the interest is 
barred if a claim is not submitted to the Court of Wards. The right to bring 
a suit ns regards a claim remains unaffected by this Act altogether. We are 
obliged to put in a provi^?ion in section lOD in regard to claims already 
submitted to the Court of Wards because it might possibly bo open to doubt 
as to whether in resjiect of claims that have been submitted to the Court of 
Wards Jthe claimant’s right to bring a suit remains intact or not; so that this 
sub-section (^) of section lOD refers entirely to claims that have been .submitted 
to the Court of Wards. Section lOi) deals only with ch^ims submitted 



1906.] The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) ^ 13 

• • 
\Mr, Gupta; Bobu Amhika Charan Mazumdar ; Babu Jegendra Nath Mukherjeef] 

to the Court of Wards, and therefore the proviso stands in its proper place, 
but as regards section lOA it is quite unnecessary to declare that claims that 
have not been submitted to tlio Court of Wards may bo brought again in a 
Civil Court because except as regards the interest no person’s right to bring a 
suit is in any way interferred with. I do not think that there can be the 
least possibility of a doubt in this respect, and I think that my hon’ble friend’s 
amendment is quite unnecessary,” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar also moved that in sub- 
section (3) of section lOD in clause 3 of the Bill, the words “ and received 
by” be omitted. 

Ho said I have to move a small ainondiuont to sub-section (5) of 
section lOl). That sub-section as drafted runs thus: — 

‘ (.:?) Subject to the provisions of siib-scction (^), nothing in this section shall be 
construed to bar the institution of a suit iu a Oivil Court for the recovery of a claim against 
a ward or his property which has been submitted to and received by the Court of Wards.’ 

I object to the words ^ and received by;’ for I do not understand why 
they are there. A party can only submit his claim to tlie Court, and tliat ought 
to be tantamouut to reception by it. What can there be between the filing and 
the reception which necessitates the use of the expression and reccivrd hj tlir 
Court It must be a surplusage and surplusages are always foreign to 
legislation, llicse words, if allowed to stand, are likidy to lead to doubts and 
consc(|uent nuHinterpn tation also, and 1 hope the Council will not agree to 
retain them.” 

The motion w'as put and agreed to. 

The Hon’blc Babu Jogotidra Natb Mukherjee moved that the following 
sub-section be added to section lOD in clause 3 of tho Bill, namely : — 

‘ (4) In calculating the period of limitation applioahlo to suits for tho rooovory of a 
<‘iaim which has been Bubmittod to and received by tho Court of Wards, tho jioriod from the 
date of submission of the claim u}> to tho date of tho oommuuioation of the CourtV 
Mtkcision thoreon to tho creditor shall bo excluded, and iu oasoB where such claims art' 
wholly or partly admitted by the Court, and its proposals or ony modifications of tliem are 
accept od by the creditor in accordance with the provisions of clauses [1) and {2) of this 
section, a further period from tho date of communication of tlio (Jourt’s docision, as aforesaid, 
to the date of termination of tho Court’s charge or superintoudeuco of the property cf the 
ward, Bhall he oxoUided.’ 

Ho 8aid:~‘4u introducing tliis amondmoiit I would submit to the Council 
that the necessity for the first jiortion of this amendment is obvious, d’he pro- 
visions of this Bill have introduced an adveiititous condition of things requiring 
a creditor to submit his claims to tho Court, and when he submits his claim lie 
must necessarily exp^^ct some time to elapse between liis act of submission 
and the communication of the (Court’s decision. Of course, if it was intended 
that during this time he should rusli into Court to avoid Umitution and try to 
obtain what is due to him, tlie obje(;t of this legislation would be frustrated. 

As regards tho second portion of this amendment, there may be some 
diversity of opinion, and it has been suggested to me that the introduction 
of the words ^ shall bind the ward’ substituios or introduces a fresh contract 
between the Court of Wards, representing tlie minor and the creditor, and 
therefore limitation would run from tho date of the Court’s decision. If tliat 
be the caSse, there will be no necessity for the second portion of this amend- 
ment, but I would submit that the words ‘ shall bind the ward' liavo been 
introduced since notice of my amendment was given. Still 1 would place 
before the Council for consideration this fact that the clause if retained in its 
entirety would undoubtedly place the matter in mucli clearer light than it 
would otherwifie do. If it bo explicitly stated in Council that by tho words 
‘ the ward shall also^ be bound ’ a fresh contract is introduced, that will serve 
my purpose equally" well. With these few words I place the amendment 
before the Council for consideration.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. llaro stud: — “ I accept this amendment in part, but not 
altogetlier. We are willing to add to the sub-section the following words: — 

‘ (^) lu oaloulating the period of limitation applicable to suits for the recovery of a 
claim which has been submitted to the Court ol Wards, the period from the date of 
Bubniifisioii of the claim up to the commuuicatiou of tlie Court’s decision thereon to the 
crediloi shall be excluded.’ 

1 think tliis would practically carry out the intention of the amendment 
and that in as far as w(; ore advised to ga.” ' 

The amended motion was put and agreed to. 

The Jlorrble Mr. Hare moved that in sub-section (1) of section ]0E in 
clause 11 of the Bill, after the words “ of the ward the words “ under this 

section ” bo addend. 

lie said: — “ I’he intention is to make it clear that, matters have been put 
w statu (jno in eases in wliich tho Court aft(;r looking inter the matter and 
making imiuiries and ascertaining wiuit the assets and liabilities are finds that 
it cannot intertVre and resigns at once. J wish to make it clear that this section 
stands by itself as it were and i.s not to be construed as general.” 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

The IIoTdhh; Ikbu Jogendra Nath Mukhm’jee moved that, aft(u tho word 
and figure “ suh-section in sub section (:J) (r) of section lOE in clause 11 of 
the Bill, the words “together with the security tJurefor, if any/’ ho inserted. 

lie said:— “My reason for introducing tiiis aimmdment is'this; tlie Bill says 
that if a claim be not submitted witbin six months from the date specified in' the 
Jhll itsell' tbe interest shall be lost to the creditor, but if certain events hapmm 
the inf ercBt shall revive. Now the question is if there is a mortgage bond 
and if for payuKUit of the interest security has been given in the bond and if the 
intdx'st goes, can it be said that tho socurii.y stands intact apart fiom tin' interest 
itself? That is a question which seems to im* to be very doubtful, and if wfiou 
the interest revives the secuiiiy has gone out of existeiiee altogether, to say thai 
the security should revive with tin* interest is a jirojio.sitiou of law which does 
not seem to apjiear clearly anywliere. In section 4d of the Civil IVocedure 
Code, the closing lines say that ‘for tho purpose of this section an obligati^?? ' 
and a collatcnul seimrity for its performance shall be deemed to const it ute 
but one wiu.se of action.’ If at th<^ time the iiiten^^t is said to go out of 
existence it be argued that f lie security is kejit alive, that by no moans appears 
to be ch'ar under the wording of see.riou 4:i of the Civil iVocedure Code, j't 
s<MMns to me, Sir, that the object of Legislation is to stale the intention 
of the Legislators in as clear and precise language as jios.sible ; and if by tlie 
introduction of these words the matter be cleared up, J would suogest that 
the words which stand in this amendment bo adopted ” ^ 

The llon’ble Mr. OTvinealy said:— “J do nob think this amendment which 
is proposed by tlm Ilon’ble ]\lember is necessary. It would only have the effect “ 
of suggesting really tliat the word ‘ interest ' ‘in section lOA, sub-section 
should not be held to Iiave exactly tho same meaning in section IOC; whereas 
as jhe Bill stands they both must bo (‘onstrued in tbe same way, and therefore 
1 think the amendment is unnecessary.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved that for clause (c), sub-section (g) of section 
lOE in clause d of the Hill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ (c) the claims Inr interest barred under siotion lOA, suh-sent,ion (:?) shall revive in 
oa.so the debt or halahfy lu rcBpcct of which the inlerest ia olaimed ho not theu barred by any ' 
law of limitiitiou ” / / 

He said ’I I am advised that this would more clearly express the 
iiitcnfum we had in view than the words as they originally stood.” ^ 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hou’blo Mr. Hare also moved that in sub-section fS) of section lOE in 
^clause 3 of tlie Hill, for the words “and enforce debts and liabilities ” the words 
“ claims for interest ” be substituted. 
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He said: — “The reason is tliat we overlooked thofact that wo had modified 
• a section of tho original Bill and we no longer barred the Avhole claim if it were 
not put forward, but only barred the claim for interest It was therefore 
necessary that in this section we should explain that tho claim is as to 
interest to which wo refer. Tlio modilieathm seems to bo necessary.’^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tlie Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee moved that after the woi*d 
‘‘shall” in sul)-se<^tion (.»’) of section lOH in clause b of tho Bill, the words 
‘ notwithstanding anyihing contained in section 4t of the Code of Civil 
Procedure ’ be inserted. 

He said:— “ My object in introducing this amenduiont will appear from a 
considerati -11 of section 4b of the Code of Civil Procedure, which runs thus: — 

‘ 4 ']. Evory Biiit sha'l iiiJudo ; the whole of the olaini whioh the plaintiff is entitled to 
make 111 respeft of tlie cause of action hut a plaintiff may rolimpush any portion of his olaim 
in order to bring tho suit within the ]uri^dl(!tlon of any (loiirt. 

‘ Jf H }»l(untiff omit to s\ie in respeiit of, or intentionally rolinfiuish, any portion of his 
cLaim, he sluill not nfterwurdb sue in respect of the ]<orfiou ao oiiiitt«d or rolinquisluai. 

‘A person entitled to more than one remedy in respect of the same eauso of action may 
sue for all or any of fins remedies; but, if he omits (except with tlie leave of tlio Court 
•obtained belori' tho fiist hearing) to sue for any of such rtuaedies, lie shall not afterwards 
sue for th(* remedy so oinitteil. 

^ ‘Eor the purpose of this section, an obligation aii -1 a eollatenil security for its perform- 
ance shall be d'-miied to (‘Oii'titute but one cause of action.’ 

“ It will lu‘ moitciidi'd piudiaps that the scclioii deals with claims which a 
person is cnlillvd to iiiuki* ui r(;sp(‘ct of tho cause of action, and that the words 
‘ is eiitith'd to nmko’iucan ‘entith'd to make at tho niouuuit that the claim 
is preferred ’ But such woids are not to bo found in this section 4b itself. It 
speaks generally of a title to sue. In casi's of revival of interest, howiwcr, the 
title to tiud iiitei’cst is not exliuguishod, but is only dormant. Tborefore tlie 
e:iS(‘ stands thus: a man is entitled to su(‘, but for some act of bis own wliich 
is dependent entind}' ujxui his own will, his remedy is not available to him for 
some time, and it may b(‘ argued that as he could have submitted iiis edaim 
before, Ic* is lesfioiisi'ilo lor not having submitted it in tim(\ and not having 
o^e so lu' has, liy a voluntary aed, of his own, didiarred liimself of a remedy 
which the 1,1 w gives him, the title to sue being in him all this time. 8o that, 
it M'onis to me that if a provision like tlu^ one contained in the proposed 
amendment was inlroiiueotl it wmuld make matters very clear, and there 
would be no dangm- ol unv inf erpretatioii like tluit 1 have suhinittod to the 
Council. 1 suhmir, lliat it is not wliat any great lawyer would consider to bo 
the correct im anmg of tliis section of tho Bill, that should weigh with tho 
Hon’blc' MoMd)(u.>, hut what tho oidinary Courts would take the words to 
mean, and if hy tlie introduction of a few words the llun’liio Members can 
make the in lent ion of the Legislature clear, they ought to do so.” 

dhie lloiidjle Mr. (itijita said : — “ 1 think, KSir,this aimuidment of my hon’ble 
friend is not at all n(M;(\s,sary. I do not think that any Court can possibly inter- 
pret section 4'- in the way that my hon’blo friend a{)prehonds itmiglit. Section 
4b of the Ci\il Procedure Code distinctly says that if any person lieing ( 3 iititled' 
to sue for a certain thing doi'S not sue for it ho shall bo taken to have relinquished 
it. In this case under section 10 A, if a man does not bring forward his claim 
before the Court of W^ards his right to the interest does not lie dormant but 
the language of the Bill is tliat tho claim .shall cease to carry interest, so that 
when ho* bring.*? his suit for the main claim he is absolutely debarred by tlio 
provisions section !()A from suing for the interest and therefore section 43 
of the Civil Procedure Code could not possibly apjily. That section is really 
intended to apply to the case vvliert; a man voluntarily relinqui.slios a part of liU 
claim or tb sough negligence or oversight does not bring it. In such cases he 
cannot bring a suppleanntary suit in respect of the same cause of action. Here 
he is debarrml by tbo statutory provisions of this Act from bringing a olaim lor 
interest, but when his claim revives again under the provisions of section IGEJ 
then ho has a fresh cause of action in respect of that interest. He brings a 
claim to the interest which he could not possibly have brought under section 
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lOA before. I think therefore, Sir, it is quite clear that section 43 of the 
Civil Procedure Code could not be interpreted by any Court to stand in his 
way of bringing a fresh suit for the interest when his claim to interest revives 
Under section lOE. I think, therefore, the amendment is quite unnecessary.’’ 

The amendment was then put and lost . 

ClauHc j;. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar moved that section 13 A in 
clause 4 of the Bill, be omitted. 

He said : — “ Bir, 1 brg to oppose this new provision in the law on two 
grounds. In the first place 1 object on principle Hint a law which relates only 
to disqualified proprietors ought not to have operation when such disqualifica- 
tion ceases. A Court of Wards must be fumim officio when there is no ward 
to protect. In the next })lace, I apprehend that if power is taken for the 
Court to retain charge of an estate even after the disqualification of a ward 
ceases, seiious complications may arise;. Goveriifnoiit may often bo mis- 
understood, its best intentions misinterpreted and undesirable friction may 
not unfrequontly arise between a proprietor who has become qualified and 
the Court. 1 will not dilate- upon this. The difficulties^ of the situation 
which is going to be created may be easily foreseen, and I would earnestly 
request the (Jouneil to consider tin; propriety of this new provision in the law 
relating to the Court of Wards which must be a misnomer if it is to have 
jurisdiction even where there is no ward or disqualified proprietor for the 
Court to retain charge of his estnh'.” 

The llon’ble Mr. Hare said: — would asV Hon’ldo Members of this 
Council to recollect what 1 said when I moved for leavi^ for the consideration 
of tlie provisions of this Bill. The Hon’bh* Memher has said that this is 
entirely a new ]>rovision. In that I beg to differ frimi him and to point out 
that it is only jiartiully ‘a new jirovision. It is an extension of tin; law 
as it now stands. At present wlu'n a man is inextricaldy involved 
in diffic.ulties be can come to the Court and say ‘ i am quite incompetent 
to manage this estate’, and then if it is taken u]) by tlm C-ourt it can 
be retained by the (.’curt until su(;h time as the debts have; been paid^it?. 
We pro])oso now to (‘xtend the; same jirovision to other proprietois. Tlie 
lloii’hle Mianber seems to imagine that the qm^stion of rciterition or relcas(' of 
an estate would bo considered and decided when tli(‘ lU'w proprietor possibl\ 
becoines (puilified or ceases to lie disqualified, it is nothing of tin; kind. 
question is juadically considered and deeidi'd at tlie time when the estate first 
(umies under the management of ih(‘ (Jourt of Wards. It is then that the Court 
of Wards hav(‘ to d('(;id(; wh(;thor they intimd to lake the (;stat(‘ and emdeavour 
to n;(leem it, oi- whether they will stand asidi; and allow things to take their 
course. At that time they havi‘ to d(;cide whether or not tluy can raise the 
necessary funds at a lower rate of inti'rest than is alieiuly curuMit on the debts 
duo by tlu‘ estate and whether by good management they can hope to redeimi 
the estate. Whether tliey can do so or not dejiends upon wliat they can obtain 
in the way of a loan. Tlie terms of a loan, as we all perfectly well know, 
depemd (uitirely upon tin; security. Jf tlu; security is good a loan will be given 
on easy terras; if the security is bad the Court will pm’ha})S get no loan at all, 
or if it dot s obtain one it will be on onerous terms. Whatever risk theri‘ isinuet 
be paid for and it is therefore at the time when the estat(' is taken up that it 
would be d(;cided for all practical purposes whether or not the estate is to be 
retained after tlie projirietor ceases to be disqualified. 1 therefore oppose this 
motion as jioworfully as I can.” 

The motion was then j)ut and lost. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar also moved that in section 
13A in clause 4 of the Bill, the words and expression ‘‘ with the consent of the 
proprietor at the time ” be introduced after the words and expression the 
Court may either withdraw from the charge of such property or.” 

Ho said: — “The object of this amendment is plain enough. J yet regret 
that ui> main amenamtnt for the omission of this section has been lost ; but let 
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m at all events xnimmiso the effect of this dangerous sectidu. If the Govern- 
ment is determined to prolong the period of its control even beyond the period 
of disqualification of a proprietor, let it do so at least witli the consent of such 
proprietor. If the proprietor has become qualified to manage his property, 
what business is it of the Government still to stick to its management 
against his wishes ? It is said that it might bo to the advantage of the pfo- 
prietor to do so ; but I fail to understand why the Government should waste 
its generosity when it is no longer appreciated. Can the Government extend 
this generosity ad infinitum ? If not why should it try to do so at all ? I 
have already pointed out that such a step will lead to many complications, and 
there is every chance of the intention of the Government being misunderstood 
in many cases, particularly when the proprietor is able and desirous of taking 
over the property under his own management. Management by a Court of 
Wards is not altogether an inexpensive matter, and 1 think it is by no means 
desirable to interfere with the claims and wishes of the proprietors themselves. 
Certainly it is desirable to be just before being generous ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare said:— I think the Hon’ble Members who have just 
heard the remarks I have made will see clearly that it is absolutely impossible 
•to accept this amendment. The Court has to give to a creditor who wishes to 
advance money to the Court a promise that it will retain the estate in order to 
^enable the estate to bo redeemed. If tiie Court has given the promise to him 
that it will retain the estate it must retain the estate. To give the successor of 
the disqualified proprietor an opportunity of coming in as soon as he comes of 
age and the disqualification ceases is to take the power out of the Court 
altogether and nullify the whole section,^’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’blo Eabu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee moved that in section 
13A in clause 4 of the Bill, for the words “as the Court considers necessary 
to be discharged,^’ the words “ as the Court may have incurred for the benefit 
of the ward during his minority by taking advances from Trust Funds in the 
hands or under tlie supervision of Government”, bo substituted. 

He said “My reason for placing this amendment for consideration before 
the Council is this: Section 6 of the Act provides for disqualification of proprie- 
tors and it has been already submitted by my Hon’blo friend Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazurndar that, apart from the question of disqualification, if the Court 
wishes tp prolong its management in order to discharge certain debts, it moj do 
so with |he consent of the proprietor. If the proprietor is willing that the Uourt 
should manage his affairs after ho attains majority, the case to my mind is pro- 
vided for by sub section (e) of section 6, which deals with persons as to whom 
the Local Government has declared on their own application, that they are 
disqualified. If therefore the proprietor wishes that the Court should manage 
Eis affairs the Court ca«i do it under this sub-section (^), section 6 ; but what 
justification can the Court have to retain the management when the proprietor 
him’self is unwilling that the Court should retain it. The reasons put forward, 
as I have understood them, are these: that the Court might obtain loans at 
a favourable rate of interest if the assurance was given to the creditor that 
the Court would undertake to repay them. Now this question of loans may 
refer to two state of things: first, to clear up those debts which were incurred 
by the proprietor’s anceistors before the Court assumed management of the 
property,* and secondly, those which the Court itself incurred Ifor paying off 
the debts of the disqualified proprietor. As to the antecedent debts no such 
question arises as whether the Court should obtain loans on favourable terms, 
but if the Court chooses to obtain loans from outsiders to repay these antece^ 
dent loans it can do so only if it can obtain fresh loans on favourable terms. 
The Court can also incur debts for payment of the loans which may have been 
incurred by the proprietor or by the proprietor's agent between the time the 
Court assumes the management and the death of the previous owner only 
under favourable circumstances as to interest. In respect of such debts it u 
stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of this Bill that the^ Trust 
.Funds in the hands of Government or under the supervision of Government 
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niight be laid, under requisition, and that was the only object to be found stated 
in that statement regarding the introduction of this section, but in the BiE‘ 
itself, as it has been pointed out by the Bihar Landholders’ Association, there 
is no reference to Trust Funds at all. Now if the Court takes loans from 
outsiders and not from Trust Funds, why should there be any necessity for 
a section like this ? The best intentions of the Court might be misunderstood 
by those very men whom it might seek to protect, and as it has been 
pvnnted out by my friend the Hon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, 
any interference of the Court against the wishes of the proprietor, simply 
for the purpose of paying off his debts may lead to unpleasant conse- 
quences. If the loans are obtained from the Trust Funds this amendment 
provides for the retention of the management of the disqualified proprietor’s 
estate in the liands of the Court, and if only under these circumstances the 
management was retained, perhaps the possibilities of friction would be reduced 
to a minimum. The Court does not seek to manage the estates of all proprie- 
tors, but it is only in respect of a limited class that the Court steps in, and 
it seems to me that in a case where the proprietor himself is very unwilling to 
leave matters in the liands of the Court, after attainment of majority if the 
Court simply gets loans from outsiders and retains the management of the 
estate it would not be quite as satisfactory as it would be if the Court had 
retained the management in the case of loans obtained from Trust Fundee 
alone. The high rate of interest to which reference has been made may be 
got rid of by obtaining advances from Trust Funds, and when this Fund was 
pointed to as the Fund from which relief might be obtained, why other sources 
of credit should be referred to as a ground for the introduction of this section 
as it stands is not very clear to me. 1 submit, 8ir, that if any provision like 
that contained in section 1 3A must be introduced, it must bo introduced in 
collection with section 0 of the Court of Wards Act, and not independently of it. 
With these remarks 1 beg to place the amendment before the Council,” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Haro said: — “ 1 must oppose this amendment. It is not 
only the ease that we shall tap Trust Funds especially, though certainly W6 hope 
to got largo siiiuB of money occasionally from Trust Funds, as it is one source 
from which we can obtain money, but all creditors if they are going to givd^fl 
loans on a reasonable rate of interest will insist oii good security. We are acting 
for the Trust Funds, and of course we won’t lend as the Trustees unless the 
security is good, nor would any creditor acting for liimself lend us money unless 
the eecurity is good, and if the security is otherwise, he would undoubtedly charge 
a liigh rate of interest. 1 iherefore must oppose this amendment and consider 
that it must be rejected. 1 do not see myself the hardship which is put forward. 
It seems to me a man must take what he is born to ; if he finds that ho has got 
to inherit an estate which is worthless, well if it is worthless he can’t get over it; 
if lie finds he is the inheritor of an estate wliich is in process of being redeemed 
but that it has got to be kejit for a fiertain time under 'close management anfi 
he cannot touch it, well he huvS iuheritei that. I cannot see that there is any 
hardship in insisting that tho promises which the Court have made and wliich 
alone liave enabled the Court to take up the estate should be adhered to and 
that it should not bo left to a successor to come in and set them aside and thus 
frustrate the whole of our intention.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Clause 7. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved that in clause [a) of section GOB in clause 7 
of the Bill, after the word and figures “section 11” the words, figures and 
letter “ or charge of whose property has been retained under section 13 A,” be 
inserted, 

lie said : — “ We wish to make quite clear what has always been understood 
to be the present law that where an estate is taken over in order to pay off the 
tebts, the ward, though lie is able to incur debts in regard to any other 
roperty which he may have outside the estate, cannot hypothecate any propef ty 



19 


, 1906 .] 1%! B 0 n 0 tl Cmi of Wardt {Amendmmt) Bill, 1906. 

* ' * * 

[Ifn Bare; Bahu Amb^a Charan MasumdarJ] 

f 

of thft estate. We wish to make this quite clear, and have therefore added these 
words. It does pot alter the law as it now exists.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare also moved that clause (^) of section GOB in clause 
7 of the Bill be omitted. 

He said It has been pointed out to me by the Ilon’ble the Advocate- 
General that the section as it is entered in the Bill would clash with the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. It is also said that if that provision 
were retained the Court of Wards would not very often bo made a Manager 
in such case. To that personally I should not bo very much opposed. We 
are not anxious to be Managers, but at the same tiiiio I think tlie argument 
put forward that it would interfere with the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act is sound, and it also appears that tho clause itself is unnecessary. It 
has been decided by the Privy Council, as 1 understand tho decision, that 
where there are co-owners and a general Manager is put in for the body of 
co-owners, a fractional owner or co-ownor can do any tiling be likes as regards 
bis own share, but he cannot practically intorforo with tlie management because, 
BO far as his powers of interfering with tho management are concerned, they 
have been superseded by the general Manager who has been appointed by 
the Civil Court. I have bad no occasion myself to find any difficulty 
arising in the absence of this section, and I accept tho proposal which has been 
strongly advanced by the Ilon’ble Advocate-General that it is unnecessary and 
might therefore be omitted.” 

I’he motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9, 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar moved that the following 
dauso be added to section G4A in clause 9 of the Bill, namely : — 

* (d) by posting such notioo on the Notice Boards in the offices of tho Collector and of 
the Judge of the district in which the place named in the notice i« Bituaie.’ 

^ He said: — Your Honour, I beg now to move my last amendment which 
is also the last in the notice jjaper. It refers to tho publication of notices to 
creditors. Tho section provides for these notices being published in the Calcutta 
Gazette and some newspapers; but gazettes and newspapers arc not so largely in 
circulation in this country as to give 8ufii(dent notice to money-lenders. 
Most of these people, however, frequent law Courts and have their agents to 
look after their interests in public offices. Foi- notices and citations they look 
more to tho notice bcurd of tho Collector and of the Judge than to the be- 
wildering pages of tho Gazette and the still more obscure coluiniis of the 
newspaper. 1 suppose the Hon’blo Member in charge of the Bill will not 
have much difficulty in accepting this amendment.” 

The motion wfts put and agreed to. 

Tho llon’blc Mr. Hare moved that the Bill, as settled in Council be 
passed. ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was tlien adjourned to Saturday, the 10th March, 1906. 

. Calctitta; ) L. C. AD AMI, 

The SGth March, 1006. ) Secretary to the Bengal Council. 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

'I'liE Gokai Bridge on the Eastern Bengal Staie Railway. 

The Hon^blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar askod; — 

(a) Is the Governniont aware that the open Rpan of the Gorai Bridge 
on the Eastern Bengal State Railway is going to bo reduced by bunding 
uu a portion of the river on both sides ? And will the Government be 
pleased to inquire if this is not likely to still further interfere with the water 
passage of the bridge and thereby materially affect tlie water-supply and the 
sanitation of the vast tract of country watered by this important cliannel ? 

[h) Will the Government be further pleased to inquire whether the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway is not responsible for the deterioration of such 
rivers as the Kumar, the Gorai, the Kuliganga and the Cliaiidaiia, and whether 
it is either safe or desirable to permit any further interference witli the natural 
course of any of these rivers in the interest of both water-su[)})ly os wed as 
of sanitation of the country traversed by them ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Jnolis replied : — 

“ (f?) It is the case that th(i land spans in th 3 approach viaduct to the 
Gorai Bridge on the Eastern Bengal State Railway are being filled up. This 
Government was consulted, and it was found on inquiry that there was no 
objection to tbo measure which will have no a})preciable effect on tlie capacity 
of the bridge to pass the flood discharge of the river. 

“(i TIigt-o is no reason to suppose +hat the Eastern Bengal Stale Railw'ay 
has been in any way responsible for the deterioration of the rivers mentioned. ” 

THE BENGAL LAND REGISTRATION (AMENDMENd’) BILL, 19()d. 

'riie Hon’ble Mu. Hare moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Land Registration Act, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hondile Mk. Hare also moved that the clauses of the Bill be considered 
in the form recom mended by tJie Select Committee. 

Clause 

^ The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar .moved that the following 
\ be inseited after sub-clause (ij in clause 2 of the Bill, nauiely: — 

After clause ( 5 ) of the same section the following shfdl be inserted,. 

namely : — 

“(5a) ‘iotorest’ moans and incsludos intorrst in an estate, or share of an estate or in 
any mauza or land withm such estate for wUieh a separate revenue may be payable to 
Hovermuent.” 

He said ; — It is a well-known fact tliat there is a large class of transfers in 
this country which refer neither to entire estates, nor to any specified ^hare 
thereof; but which relate only to certain specified mauzas or kismars and some- 
times merely to specific blocks of land included in such estate. Idicse transfers 
are commonly called khmda kharid. d'he transferees in such cases pay their quota 
of the revenues to the Collector either with reference to the quinquennial papers, 
which somotimes gives the revenue assessed upon each mauza, or by private 
arrangement «<with other co-sliarcrs. There is nothing objectionuble in these 
transfers, and they have been always recognized by the Courts as conferring 
valid proprietary interests in such purchasers. But their position under the 
Land Registration Act has always been a difficult it not an anomolous one. 
aSoldom if ever these purchasers are admi ted to registration of their names 
under the Act, and thus their position in relation to their tenants is rendered 
an dxtremely embarrassing one. Section 38 of the Act refers to the initifl 
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* registration^ while section 42 deals witli substituted registration upon transfers. 
*But these sections refer to proprietors having any inferesf in an estate, while 
section 52, which provides for the inquiries to bo held by the Collector, also 
speaks of such intcresh being the subject mat tei* of the Collector’s investigation. 
Unfortunately, however, the word ‘interest’ is no vvliero defined in tlie Act. 
This omission has given rise to the difficulty in case of transfers other than 
those of entire estates or shares of estates to which I have drawn the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Members. In 1890 the Board of Kevenuo issued a 
circular wiiich practically precluded Collectors from recognising this class 
of transfeis, and although a recent letter of the Board addressed to the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division (No. 273 A., dated the 7th Juno, 
1898) seems to express a contrary opinion, the position of the traiiKsforoes in 
such cases has not yet been cleared up, and in most places it continues to be as 
unsatisfactory as over. Then it will be notict-d that section 78 of the Act 
precludes all projjrietors of estate from recovering rents from their tenants 
unless their names are registered under the Act. Thus the unfortunate pur- 
chasers of whom I am speaking are placed between two difficulties for neither 
of which they are responsible. The Collector finds himself unable to record their 
• names, while the tenants are allowed to withhold their rents because their names 
are not registered by the Collector. This to my mind seems to bo extremely 
•unsatisfactory; and now that the Act has been allowed a much longer lease of 
life than usual, 1 hope the present opportunity will not be allowed to pass 
without some auliioritative pronouncement being made to remedy this state 
of things. Either the scope of sections 38 and 42 sliould bt‘ widened by clear- 
ly defining the word ‘interest’ so as to include the cases of transfer to wiiich 
reference has been made, or the op(‘ration of section 78 ought to bo limited 
only to cases of proprietors of entire estates or specific shares of estates who are 
eligible for registration under the Act. 1 think a proper definition of the 
word ‘interest’ would remedy the evil complained of.” 

The Hon'blo Mu. Hark said:— “I would oppose this amendment. The 
intention is to widen the scope of the Act, as I understatid it. No reasons were 
given to us before the presmt mouient as to why this amondrnont sliould be 
iffiroduced, but 1 now understand from tlie speech 1 have just heard that the 
intention of the Hon’blo Member is to widen tiie scope <>f the Act, 1 wisli, 
however, to point out that so far from widening the scojie of the Act ho narrowB 
it. I understand it is a rale of interpretation of all Acts that wlien j^ou specify 
certain things as being included in a definition, you by implication exclude 
things which you do not specify. Now by mentioning estates which pay 
revenue to Go r^ernment lu' excludes the estates which do not pay revenue to 
Government. As to estates which do not pay revenue to Government, yo^ 
can have an interest in them, and under the Act at present such interests are 
^recorded ; but if we accepted this interpretation clause wiiich is now proposed, 
you would exclude all*those and the whole of the registers which we now keep, 
riyining into thousands of volumes and millions of interests would no 
longer be registered. 1 do not see that there is any necessity whatever for 
defining the word ‘interest.’ We have a definition of extent of interest which 
by implication gives a definition which is full and sufficient in my e|)inion. 
Clause 3 of section 2 of the Act as it now stands says: — “Extent of interest” 
meailB the share of interest in an estate or revenue-free property of which the 
person with respect to whom the words arc used is in possession as projirictor 
or manager.’ That includes estates which are revenue- paying and reve- 
nue-free properties also. The present definition would be less wide and less 
complete. 1 must, therefore, oppose this amendment, which 1 think answers ^ 
purpose whatever.” 

The motion was then put and' lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr Hare moved that in head [ h ) of sub-clause ( 3 ) of clause 2 
of the Bill for the word “ notified ” the words “ adopted by notification,” be 
substituted. 

He said : — “This is merely a verbal amepdraent in clause 2 of the Bill. I 
. wish to alter the word ‘ notified ’ into ‘ adopted by notification.’ It has been 
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pointed out that possibly tho word ‘notified’ may bn read to moan that 
at the time of muking a Burvoy a notification is issued to the effect that it is 
intended that the Bnrvo\ Hhall define inauzas, but tluit v/as not tho wish or 
meaning. !Many of the surveys which we shtill now adopt as defining mauzas 
have already boon made. The idea is to luive a very clear and distinct 
boundary recorded of each tnauza. The land-nwenue survey was by units of 
mauzas and mauzas wcu-e defined in tliat suivey. In Die new surveys which we 
make in accordance witli the record-of-rifrhts w(^ follow almost entirely * the 
old reveniK^ survey as re^mrds boundaries, but hero and tliere it is accepted 
as convenicjnt where rivers have altered or boundaries have changed and 
for other reasons, to make a slight modification. V^e wish that those slight 
modifications should from the time of such surveys bo adoptidas defining 
the boundaries of mauzas. We therefore wish to adopt tho words 
‘ adopUd by notification’ so as to give us power to accept those surveys which 
have alr(iady been made as well as to accept any surveys Mhifh may be made in 
the future. 1 do not think the amendment requires any fuiliier explanation.” 

Tho motion was put and agreed to. 

The Iloidble IhMiU Amhika Ciiauan Mazitmdak moved tiuit in tho defini- 
tion ol‘ the word “mHUza” in snb-elauso ; of clause 2 of the Hill, after the 
words ^‘declare to constitute a manza,” the following words and express!' m be 
added “ and includes every kisniut, village, hamlet or tola or other subdivision 
of a mauza by wiiatever name such suh-division may be known in any district.” 

lie said:— “My object in moving this amendment is this: The word 
“mauza” bus been sought to be satisfactorily defined by this Hill, and it is said 
that wiiorevor therii is any local area which is not yet known l)v tho name of 
any mauza, the Tollector may, w-ith the sanction of tlio Hoard (d Kevenuo, by 
general or special order, declare such area to constitute a mauza. It seems to mo 
that tho wording of the old Act was wider and sinqder, nainelv, that the word 
‘mauza’ ineduhes ‘every kismut, vlllag»‘, hamlet or tola or otiier sub-divisioii 
of a mauza by whatever name such subdivision may be known in any district.’ 
All tiiat J wish is that in tlie definition which w^o have now got may be 
retained tlie words I have quoted so as to make it more comprehensive Qnd 
useful so long as a particular area may not. t>o declared by the Collector to be a 
mauza. Tliut is my obj' ct, and I submit it would le more comprohensive and 
it would not be at all u disadvantage to liavo it.” 

The llon'ble Me. IIario said “ I must oppose tliis amendment. I tlniik 
it proceeds from misunderstanding to some extent id our intention. It is sug- 
gested that in the didinition of the word ‘ mauza’ in sub-clausi^ (dj of clause 
2 of tho Hill, after the words ‘declare to coUsStitute a mauza’ the wmrds 
t ‘and inehulcs every kismut, village, handet or tola or other sub-diviaion 
of a mauza by whatever name such sub-division may bo known in any 
district’ be added. The word ‘include’ may meau tliat everything whicln 
is situated on the block wdiich is called a inauzi is part, ot that mauza. 
If that is wdiut is meant, no words are necessary to explain that meaning; 
hut if, on the other hand, by ‘includes’ he means that a kismut, village, 
liamlet or tola is to bo synonimous with mauza and expr- ss tho samo thing 
as mauza, surely that would be very inconvenient and it is nut true. A 
mauza is a defined area laid dowm by a scientific survey or laid down arbitrarily 
where there has been no scientific survey, by tlie Collector, but it is in all cases 
absolutely defiiutc, and I imagine that if a Coileetor were laying down boundaries 
of his own free will, he would make some sort of a record of vviiat he did; but in 
the case of a kismut, village, hamlet or tola, the expression is very indefinite, 
ff you ask people in a village, they will say it means these houses or blocks of 
houses ; but as to how far the land outside tho.se houses it includes no two 
persons would agree. To say that a person has got four annas in the land of a 
kismut wdicii the outside area is not defined or not capable of being laid down 
scientifically, accuratel}' or piaaisely is to record something oxtreiiiely indefinite 
and of vciy little value to anybody. I theiad'ore oppose this, because I consider 
in no case would the addition b-i 4t all useful or convenient.” 

Til© motion was then put and lost. 
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Clause 11, 

, The iJon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar also moved that in clause 
11 of the Bill, after the proviso, the followin^^ be added, namely ; — 

“Bxplanalion , — The term ‘fee-aimple waste-land lot ^ means plots of land oommonly’ 
known by that name in the Darjeeling distriot.’' 

He said That expression has been for the first time used in con- 
nection with the Land Registration Act. Tbo Select Committee in declining to 
define it have said that the term ‘foe-simple waste-land lot’ denotes only 
certain plots of land chiefly in the Darjeeling district; and as they are generally 
known by this title, it is not necessary to insert any definition tlicroof. 1 think 
upon their statement I am entitled to ask the Council to accept my explanation ” 
The Hon’ble Mr. Hare said: — “I am advised that the proposed amend- 
ment is unnecessary. The Select Committee considered it unnecessary to 
make any such explanation or addition to the Bill, The term ‘ fee-simple 
waste-land lot ’ is a term which is expressed upon the deeds, which convey 
these blocks of land to their holders. It is not expressed in other cases, and 
I do not think there will be any difiiculty whatever in knowing what is intended 
by the term.’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Clause 12, 

The Hon’blc Babu Ambuca Charan Mazumdar also moved lliat clause 12 
of the Bill be omitted. 

lie said : — “ The last point to which I have an amendraent to lay before the 
Council is as to clause D2 (»f the bill. My submission is that this clause be omit- 
ted. It is intended by this clause to levy a fee of Its. 2 upon applications for 
opening separate aoco.inta. As a justification for this imposition it is ur^-ed 
that similar applicaiions under the Roveniio Act are also cliargcd with a fee. 
In my humble opinion the argument should be reversed. It should not be used 
for adding another imposition, but, on the contrary, as there is no such foe 
charged in the case of opening out of separate accounts under the Land 
Registration Act, there ought to b(^ none under iho Bengal Land-rovonuo Sales 
Act. It is not suggested that a separate establishment is required for the 
^rj)Osc, and I do not understand wliy wo should impose a tax upon such 
applications, however small it may be. 1 submit that land is very heavily faxed ' 
in this country, A man i)urchas 0 S a property and pays a heavy stain]) duty ; 
then when lie gets his name registci'ed he pays the usual court-fees and so 
forth. It is not a small amount, and if at every step we tax tlie land, it would 
only increase the hardship and burdtui of landowners, however small each 
charge may be. 1 do not think therefore that we ought to impose this 
additional fee of Rs. 2.’’ 

The llon’ble Mr. Hare said:— “I ought to explain that the ori^nnal 
^ .amendment was intended to include certain separation of accounts which were 
not formerly included*. I think there is no special reason why the HO])aration 
ot accounts made under the Bengal Land-revenue Sales Act should have 
been excluded. Fees were charged in tlio other two cases, where separations of 
. account happened under the Land Registration Act. It seems desirable to 
keep all the separations of account on the same footing. We have con- 
sidered this matter in the Select Committee, and we thought instead of the 
complicated calculations which had to be made in the case of a foe 
separation^ account under the Registration Act, it would be simpler to 
have a uniform fee of Its. 2 in ail cases. The fee does not seem very 
heavy. Nobody need apply for the separation of account if they do not wish 
to. It is intended for their benefit, and it does not scorn unreasonable that they 
should pay for it. They have been paying this fee for the last 20 or bO 
years. 1 think they might now pay in all cases uniformly, and that the fee 
is not an unreasonable one. ’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved that the Bill, as settled in Council ba 
passed. ’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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THE BENGAL DISORDERLY HOUSES BILL, 1905. 

Tlio TIon’ble Mr Gordon moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to ])Tovide fur the discontinuance of brothels and disorderly houses 
in certain localities in Bengal, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to, 

• The llon’ble Mr. Gordon also moved that the clauses of the Bill be consi- 
dered in tljc form recommended by the Select Commit teo. 


Clause 2. 

Tlie Ilon’ble Bahu Amiuka Charan Mazumdar moved that in sub-clause 
(II of clause 2 of the Bill, the wnnis “or of any place of public worship’^ 
bo introduced after the woid “ slud(‘nts ” 

llo said : — “ The ainendment wliicli I propose speaks for itself, and I do not 
think I iie{ d say much to commend it to the acceptance of the Hon’blo Members. 
Doubtless there aro obvious ditlicultics in extending the provisions of this 
measure to fairs and maikets, but it seems to me that there are at least as good 
giounds for safeguarding the jdaces of public worship as the educational 
institutions, and I slumld ask tlio Council to accept this amendment Avith a view 
to protect churches, iimsques and temples from all disturbances and annoyances 
of dirty environmontsT 

'i'liG IJon’bh; Mii. Gordon said: — “ The proposal of the Iloidblo Member 
is not a new one. Wiien the provisions of the proposed Ihll were circulated 
for criticism, a suggestion was received that tlu'y should be exioiided to all 
places of public I’csort, such us places of wumsliip, bathing glifits, reading- 
rooms, ete>. Jt vvaS; how'ever, pointed out that this would ]n’aetically amount 
to restricting prostitutes to cci lain de fined fjufirters of the town, and" all that 
I think necessary to say now is that to include places of public worship would 
bo to extoml the Act far beyoi.d tlie limits originally contemplate d by the 
framers of it, and to intre diiee into it a iicav principle wliieh has neither been 
submitted for gcaieral criticism nor has been approved by His Excellency the 
Governor Geurral in Council. All that at present we desire to do ia to protect 
our students and soldiers from contamination, and our resj)ectablo (dtizens from 
annoyance, and the question of iutorfering wiili the liberty of the people in 
placi's of ])ublic resorts involves considerations of a far wider scope tlmn can bo 
dealt with in the present diseusidon. 1 must therefore ojjpose the amendment.” 

Tlie motion wuis then put and lost. 

The Hou’ble Bahu Juoendra Nath l\TiiKnER.TEK moved that in sub-clause 
(I) [a) of clause 2 of the l»ill, ior tlie Avoids “ disord(U'ly persons of any descrip- 
tion” the Avords “ dissolute and debuuclied persons,’^ be substituted. 

Ho said : — “ 1 AVould iuvitc the attention of tho Ilon’ble Members to the 
following facts in coniieelion Avith tho Bill as it now staiuls. 

‘‘The Bill does not lay down any procedure, nor does it make any state- 
ment as to tlie manner in which a Magistrate taking action under its provisiotis 
is to satisfy himself. He may or may not record any evidence. Ho may or may 
not record cAmn any proceeding. 'J’he only tiling, or 1 might say tw o things, 
he need do in writing is to ihMie a Kuniinonsand to pass the linal order. ''i'luTo 
is no provision for an appi'al from that order. In this state of things it is 
absolutely necessary that the aim and scojie of tlie Bill should be clearly 
conceived by the i.ogislaturo and then expressed in language as olt ar as 
possible. . 

“ 1 would suliiuit to the Hon’lde ]\I(mbers that so far ns tho main pirinciple 
of the Bill is cencerned and in so fax as it aims at ixiuoviiig brothels and 
drinkingdiouscs, where persons of an objoctiouable character assemble from 
ttio neighbourhood of educational institutions, boarding-houses and the like, 
every one, I may presume, has tiic fullest symjmtliy AA’ith it, and I Avould 
ventiiic to express my ihankfulotss to lour Jlonour’s Goveriimont for having 
iiitrouuced the present Bill. 

“ But ajiart from the matter- of removal of brothels and drinking-hougea from 
a ceiiuin neighbourhood, has the Bill set before itself any other objective J 
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That is a question which appears to me very much like a riddle. And the 
•riddle seems to be contained in the words ^ disorderly persons of any descrip- 
tion. ’ 

What classes of persons aro meant by those words ? Wo have no means of 
discovering them, and the Repoit of the SelectComniitlee tells us ‘something must 
be left to the discretion and conimon senso of the Magistrate.^ 

‘‘But I may say the Hill has not left ‘something to the discretion and 
common sense of the Magistrate, but in fact everything.’ If the words of the 
amendment I am going to propose bo accepted, ‘ Bomething’ will necessarily be 
left to the Magistrate’s disention and common sense. It will tax liis discretion 
to a degree in drawing the line betw^eiMi pi'rsons^wlio may bo classed as ‘ dissoluto 
and debauched ’ and those wlio are just outside that limit, as it docs in all cases 
where abstract principles have to be applied to eoncrele foiins, 

“Now, Sir, in the present instance the matter has been loft in so much 
doubt and unceit'iiiity tliat oven ihstrict Magistrates and Divisional Commis- 
sioners have suggested tliat light may be thrown on it, so that they may know 
which way to proceed. These are the very persons who, 1 may say, will have 
to apply the law in practice. 

“ It seems to me that the words wldch are to be found in this Bill, aro 
reproduced from section 4d of the I’alcutta Police Act, but without the safe- 
guards that are to bo fomid in it. That section begins thus: — ‘On proid to the 
satisfaction of (lie Commisvsioncr of J’oliee or of a Magisrrato, that a house is 
used as a common broiliel, or lodging house for prostitutes or disorderly persons 
of any de.sciijitiori.’ The important words ‘on proof’ to bo found in the 
Police Act aie 'wantiiiir in tliis Bill. As 1 have already submitled, it is not 
indicated in what way the Magistrate is to satisfy InniHelf. So that here we 
have an imjiorUint measure and tlie very ground on wliich the Magistrate 
is to base his decision is nor- ir.diented. d iio words in the Police Act ‘a 
house which is used as a lodging-house for disorderly persons of any descrip- 
tion ’ liavo a more detiiiito and specific meaning than tlio w’ords which 
are used in the present Bill. In the present Bill these words have been used 
in a dotaelied sort of way, and it would be a house that iti uml not as a lodging- 
fwusc but a house tliat is nml by disorderly persons of any desciiption what- 
ever. 8o that 1 may vent uro to point out tJuit there is a vast difference 
between the words ‘disorderly jiersons of any description wiiatover’ to be 
found in section of the (Jalcutta Police Act and the wmy in which the wn)rd8 
have boon introduced in the present J nil. In order to realise the meaning of 
this phrase and to ascertain the (biubts it might givm rise to, I iiavo consulted 
the Century Dictionary, and in the light of the expianatioii I have found there, the 
words instead of being elucidated seem to become worse and worse confounded, 
by being used in the particular manner to bo found in the Bill. 

• “ Disorderly” is jjefiued in the Century Dictionary as follows : — 

‘ Lawless ; violating or disposed to violate law and good order ^ or the 
restraints of morality: specifically,’ so conducted as to be a nuisance; aisrepuU 
able : as a disorderly house. In criminal law disorderly is a tt clinical term 
which by si unite covers a variety of offences ^ ajainst the public^ peace, order ^ 
morals^ or sufeig\ 

“ In using particular words in an Act wo must take into consiileration liow 
the pulijic interpret them and how Magi.sti\.tes who will have to apply 
the Act in practice would interpret tlh' m, lx cause tlie only means by wliicli tlie^ 
can discoiLir the meaning of an Act is to coiituit the woids tbeniHulves. If it 10 
intended by this Act that only a certain class of persons slmuld be ])rohibited from 
residing in a certain locality, htthat be expressed in as clear teivxis as pos'^ible, 
and let it not give rise to complications hereafter, com plications which may be 
of every serious character. As I have alread’-' sulmiitted to Hon’hlo Members, 
there is no ppicedure laid downi in the Bill, there is no appeal, there is 
no record of evidence, anl I would here point out that the Bar Asioeiation of 
Comilla suggested that, in the first place, a preliminary notice should issue to show 
cause why proceedings should not bo taken against the person charged, then evidence 
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recorded and then an order should be finally passed and a right of appeal given. 
The Select Committee, however, have not taken the course suggested by them. 
The evident meaning is that the Select Committee did not like, at any rate, to 
make the matter more complex by laying down any procedure. But I venture 
to submit that if the procedure has been shortened, it is absolutely necessary that 
the aim and scope of tho Bill should be defined in clearer terms than has been 
done. A strong body of opinion exists as to tho particular phrase to be found in 
this Bill, and Divisional Coininissioners and several District Magistrates have 
asked that tho matter be jdaced beyond doubt by giving particulars. So that, 
in the present state of things 1 would submit that it would be far better if the 
words contained in tho amendment which stands in my name wore adopted. 
The words aro not mine, and, as it has been pointed out by the Bengal Land- 
holders’ Association, they were used by an eminent Judge of England, 
Mr. Justice Hawkins, in the Ciiminal Law Amendment Act, and that being the 
case they have a further recommendation than anything [said by me could 
achieve. With these words I beg to place the amendment for consideration 
before the Council.” 

The Ilon’blc Babu Ambika Cuakan Mazatmdar said:— support the 
amendment of my liori’ldo friend Babu Jogendra Natli Mukerjcc. The expres- 
sion * disorderly persons of ninj dcsvrijiHim ’ is vciy vague and is so wide as 
almost to bear an uppeaniiice of suspicion. Supposing tliere is a Music Hall, 
or a Theatre, or ii Temple whore it is customary to have certain kinds of 
ceremonies performed almo.st ev('ry evening. It may bo the opinion of some 
[)COj)le that these are disorderly things. Is it or is it not the object of the 
Legislative to make their iiitentimi clear nnd intolliijible ? If it is, then, I 
submit, tlio words suggested by the amendment should be accepted, and I 
fully sup])Ort the amendment of my friend that instead of the words ‘by 
disorderly persons of any description’ tho words ‘dissolute and debauched 
persons’ be 8ul)stitute(l.” 

The llon’ble Mu. CiiAumiuui said: — “I support the Hon’ble Babu 
Jogendra Nath Maker jee so far as this amendment is concerned. I need 
only mention that there cannot bo any doubt as to tlm meaning of the expres- 
eion ‘ disorderly houses ’ as used in this Bill, because it comes after tLa 
expression ‘broilicls ’ and, tberefon', it must bo taken to belong to the same 
order as brothels. But still, as has been pointed out by my lion’ble friend, 
the expression ‘ dissolulo and debiiiu^bed ’ is an expression well known in 
English law, and it will lielp our Magistrates in tlie inter])retation of the section 
if wo substitute that expression for tho one that now stands before the word 
‘ person.’ 1 tliercfore bog to support tho amendment.” 

The llon’ble Mu. Gokdon said: — “ The lion’blo Member who has brought 
forward this amendment has relieved me from a very considerable amount of 
responsibility, because he has contented himself with pointing out that certain 
Divisional Commissioners, Magistrates and utliers are pot able to understand** 
tho moaning of the Avords ‘disorderly persons of any description.’ If he had 
gone further nnd point(^d out what would have been a more intelligible 
expression, such as the Commissioners, Magistrates and others would have, been 
able to understand, then he miglit have given us some assistance, but I shall 
proceed to sliow that tlie words ‘dissolute and debauched’ which he wishes 
to substitute aro much more vague than the words we aro using and which 
wore taken from a series of English enactments extending over a very consider- 
able period. He has told us that the words which he has quoted were used 
by the eminent Mr. Justice Hawkins in a speech upon the amendment of the 
Criminal Law. That may or may not be so. I am not aware of that. All I 
do know is that the words were suggested to us by the Bengal Landholders’ 
Association, w'ho said they took them from a book entitled ‘ Hawkins’ Pleas of 
the Crown’ published in tho year 18'M. It is not now very easily obtainable,' 
and probably the Bengal Lanaholders’ Association liave never seen it. 

“ It is not clear why tho substitution of the words ‘ dissolute and debauched 
persons’ is desired. It is not suggested that they are to be found in any 
enactment recited in the book, which I have mentioned or elsewhere. They 
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Are merely contained in some observations on tlie law relating to disorderly 
houses where the author points out that the object of the law is for the 
preservation of peace and for the prevention of dissolute and debauched persons 
gathering together to disturb it. 

“ The objection to the use of such words in an enactment of the Legislature 
may be briefly summed up as follows. The words * dissolute ’ and ‘ debauched ’ 
are both of exceedingly vague signiflcation, and it would be practically impos- 
sible for a Magistrate to hold that any particular person could be characterised 
as either the one or the other. 

“ On the other hand, disorder connotes definite conduct of which evidence 
can be offered in a Court of Law, and while no witness could testify to a person 
being dissolute or debauched except by infereiico, the proof of his having 
acted in a disorderly manner would bo easy. 

“ That the word ‘disorderly’ comprises all that is meant by dissoluteness or 
debauchery is apparent from tiie definition to be hnind in another dictionary to 
which I have referred, where it will be seen that disorderly in a legal souse is 
‘ offensive to good manners and public decency ; notoriously offensive as a 
■ disorderly house. ’ 

“The word ‘ dissolute, on the other hand’ is defined as ‘ loose in morals 
land conduct ; recklessly abandoned to sensual pleasures, profligate, wanton, 
lewd, debauched.’ The word ‘debauched’ is defined as dissolute and di8si])ated, 

“It will thus be seen that while an author of a commentary on law may, 
for the purpose of illustration, use such words as dissolute, debauched, immoral, 
vicious, lewd, it by no means follows that ho intends to suggest that they would 
bo more appropriate in tlie text of an Act. 1 submit therefore that the present 
words are both in a legal as well as in a popular sense more suitable than those 
of the amendment. ” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The Ilon’ble Baiut Jooendra Natit MuKnER.iEE also moved that in sub- 
clause (i) {(i) of clause ‘2 of the Bill, for the words “ by disorderly persons of 
any description” the words “as a disorderly house,’' be substituted. 

lie said : — “ So far as 1 can see there may be some covert meaning in the 
words ‘ disorderly persons of any description.’ There cannot bo any ])ossiblo 
objection to the alternative proposed by me. We liave seen tliatMugisIrabis and 
Judges have interpreted the prefix ‘ dis ’ in a way which is not acceptabh? to 
the public. So any Magistrate who may have some reason of his own may 
interpret the words ‘disorderly persons of any description’ n8Y)or8onB who are 
not orderly. Wo have nothing to suggest that he is prevented from (roniing to 
that conclusion. The words do not mean ‘ brothels ’ alone otherwise why should 
there be a statement in^tho Statement of Objects and Reasons the effect that the 
Bill is one to provide for the discontinuance of brothels and disorderly iiouses 
in 'certain localities in Bengal ? But between tlie two 1 submit that the phrase 
‘ disorderly house ’ has acquired a more specific sense than the phrase ‘ disorderly 
persons of any description,’ and one Oommissioner of a Division lias actually 
suggested that the phrase ‘disorderly house’ be substituted for, orratherit would 
be preferable to have those words in place of, the words ‘ disorderly pc'iBons of 
any description.’ So that if any llon’ble Member thinks of opposing this amend- 
ment oBo would like to know what classes of persons are meant by ‘ disorderly 
persons of jiny description ' beyond what can be conveyed by the phrase* ‘as a 
disorderly house.’ There must be two answers : either there is a class of indeter- 
minate persons who cannot bo called up for the present before us, and whose posi- 
tion cannot be examined, or it must be said that wo mean to say that besides 
those who do not strictly come within the signification of the phrase ‘disorderly 
house’ ; there are others, but who those others are we won’t say, Surely that 
is not a very justifiable position. With these remarks 1 bog to place my amend- 
ment before tlie Council.” 

The Hon’blo Mr. Gordon said:— “I have no jiiirticular objection to the 
aftiendioeut except that it seems to me to bo entirely unnecessary. The words 
which aie used in the Act have been taken, as already quoted by the llon’ble 
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Member, from the Police Act, and it seems to me that they are more suitable 
than the words he proposes to use. I would prefer therefore to keep the words 
as they are, ’’ 

The motion being put, the Council divided as follows:-— 


Ayci 5 . 


Noes, 12. 


The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Cbaran Ma- 
zumdar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cbaudburi. 

The Hon’ble Kaja Ban Bohari Kapur. 
The Hori’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mu- 
kberjee. 

I’he Hon’ble Mr. 8yed Sburfuddin. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8laoke, 

The Hon’ble Mr. G-imta. 

The Hon’bie Mr. O’Kinealy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Oollin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis. 

The llon’ble Mr. Shirres. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Allen. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Larmour* 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Waaif 
Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo. 


So the amendment was lost. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Gordon moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the 
Bill the words ^^or, if the Magistrate deems fit, to vacate such house,” be 
omitted. 


Ho said: — “Tliose words wore an addition introduced by the Select Com- 
mittee, and involving as they did a question of principle were referred to the 
Government of India for approval. His Excellency the Governor General in 
Council considers that the provision is exceedingly drastic, and goes further 
than any enactment of which he is aware. J If? further points out that the con- 
sequences of such a provision do not seem to have been considered. There is no 
definite time stated during which the house is to remain vacant, and it is not 
clew that tho position would be as between a lessor and a lessee, or whether new 
leases could bo granted before such a prohibition was withdrawn. Ine 
Governmetit of India consider that such a law might press hardly upon an 
innocent tenant, and suggest that it may be withdrawn. 1 beg therefore to 
move the withdrawal of the words above quoted.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


Tho Hon’bfe Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar moved that the following 
proviso be added after proviso (w) to sub-clause (1) of clause 2, namely : — 

“or {ill) on tho report of the Commissioners of the Municipality 
concerned.” 


He said : — “ The next amendment which stands against my name refers* to 
the proviso to clause (2) of the Bill. As a safeguard against all malicious and 
harassing prosecutions it has been very properly provided that no action 
shall be taken under this section except with the sanction of the District 
Magistrate, or on the complaint of three or more neighbouring residents. This 
is all very good, but any one conversant with these nuisances in a mufwsal 
town must know that it may often be difficult to find three persons to Complain 
against such nuisances, although there may be a couple of respectable neighbours 
who may be seriously suffering from them. To my mind there is a legally 
constituted agency which is directly interested in controlling these disorderly 
houses, and if the salutary provisions of the law are to have any effect they 
ought|not to be ignored in the matter. This agency is the Municipal Cor- 
poration of each town. It is the Municipal Commissioners, more than any 
number of their ratepayers, that ought to be vested with the right of moving 
the legal machinery in such cases. Their initiation would carry with it the 
further guarantee that th^ prosecution has been maturally considered, and 
that it is not the outcome of malice or of any private grudge. Indeed I once 
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thought of moving that the second proviso might be taken out* and the amend- 
ment which I have to move be substituted in its place. But upon further 
consideration I have come to the conclusion that a second string is alwa} s 
very useful, so both the provisos might be retained.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri said: — “I entirely support my hon'ble friend 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar with regard to this amendment and I do not 
see what possible objection there can be to it. Since power is given to three 
respectable neighbours to complain, it is much safer to confer the sarao power 
on the Municipal Commissioners. When private individuals are agreed as to 
such nuisances, clause 2 (i) proviso {il) will enable them to move the Magistrate 
with regard to the removal of such nuisances. Although the scope of the 
present Bill is limited to Municipal towns, yet power is taken under it by the 
Local Government to extend its operation to non-municipal areas. When this 
is done, action may have to be taken at the instance of three or more private 
individuals. But in municipal towns private individuals may not care to 
figure as complainants, but they will prefer immensely more to draw the atten- 
tion of a Municipal Commissioner to the nuisance, and the latter may consult 
his colleagues and move in the matter in the official capacity. The Municipal 
Commissioners are also sure to inquii-e before taking action, and this would 
minimise the chances of frivolous applications. The amendment will thus 
safeguard public intorests ami at the same time the interests of private 
individuals. 1 therefore commend its acceptance by the Council.” 


The Ilon’ble Mr. Gordon said: — “There is no very serious objection to 
this amendment, though I have been unable to understand what the nature 
of the safeguard, of which the ilon’blo Member who has just sat down, has 
spoken. Ho says it would be far safer if tlio Commissioners of the Municipality 
are allowed to complain to the Magistrate and the Magistrate takes action 
under this Act. How that can safeguard the intorests of anybody it is not very 
easy for mo to understand. 

“ This amendment raises a new question which is practically one of procedure 
only. It is not very clear why the Commissioners of a municipality should wish 
to take action against the occupiers of any particular house unless there was some 
complaint by the persons resident in the locality or if they wish to object on the 
ground that the house is a danger to the educational institutions or cantonment 
why they cannot apply for the sanction of the District Magistrate. The amend- 
ment seems to me to be superfluous and 1 must therefore oppose it.” 

The Hon’ble Bauu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said:— ‘‘With Your 
Honour’s permission I beg to say a few words in reply. I do not understand 
what possible objection there can be in accepting this amendment. The 
Pon’ble Member in charge of this Bill says he has no particular objection, but 
he thinks it is not necessary and he fails to understand how the proposed 
amendment could safeguard the interest of anybody. May I ask why it has 
been thought necessary to provide for the sanction of the Magistrate or to 
invito three of the ratepayers of the Municipality to complain ? They may not 
be even ratepayers. It is obviously intended to safeguard against malicious 
prosecutions, and therefore there are two things provided, namely, that a 
prosecStioii should be instituted only with the permission of the Magistrate 
or upon the complaint of at least three individuals. That gives some guarantee, 
but I say let us have a much better guarantee. Why three persons only, let 
us have the Municipality itself to complain in such cases. Private persons 
may have private reasons for lodging or withholding a complaint which would 
not exist in the case of Municipal Commissioners. If there is no safeguard in 
giv^ the power to the Municipal Commissioners, there is absolutely none in 
giving it to three private individuals. I think this amendment ought to be 
accepted, not simply in the interests of the prosecution itself, but also to 
ensure the proper working of the Act, otherwise the law may remain a dead 
letter. I hope the Council will see its way to accept the amendment.’’ «« 
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The motion being put, the Council divided as follows : — 

Ayes 13, 

The Hon’ble Mr. Blaoke. 

The lion’ble Mr. Gupta. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Collin. 

The Jlon’ble Mr. Carlyle. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Larmour. 

The Hon’ble I3abu Ambika Charan 
Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Awf Kadr Saiyid Wasif 
Ali Mir?a, of Murshidabad. 

The Ilon’blo Kaja Ban Behari Kapur. 

The Hon ’Lie liabu Jogendra Nath 
Mukherjeo. 

The llon’ble Mr. Nimmo. 

The Hoii’blo Mr. Kyed Shurfuddin. 

So the amendment was carried. 

Th(! llon’ble Baku Jooendka Nath Mukiierjee moved that after proviso 
{ii) to fiub-clauho (1) of clause J of the Bill, the following clause bo added, 
namely : — 

“ Wliero the owner of such house do(‘S not reside on the j)reini8es thereof, 
the summons on him as hereinbefore prescribed sliall direct him 
to appear in person or by agent.” 

lie said:— “lam not certain that I have expressed very clearly what 
1 mean, and with Your Honour’s permission 1 wouldj prefer to alter my 
amendment as follows : — 

‘ Whore the owner of such house does not reside on the premises tlioroof, 
the summons on him as hereinbefore ])re8cribed shall give him the option of 
appearing in person or by agent.’ AVhat 1 wish to make quite clear is that in 
the summons an option should be given to the persons summoned, to appeal’ either 
in pei’son or by agent. Tliis 1 bog to submit does not introduce any novelty in 
the Act itself, and wliere there is an absent landlord who does not know anything 
about the occupation of the house, it will bo undesirable to make him appear in 
person in any case. As was pointed out by the Bihar Landholders’ Association 
even the MuharajtLof Tikari might be summoned to appear in person under the 
provisions of the Bill. It is desirable therefore that there should be a provision 
in the Bill to the effect mentioned in tlie amendment. It makes the law much 
safer and does not take away anytliiiig from the value of the Act itself. I need 
not say anything more in support of the amendment,” 

The llon’blc Mr. Gordon said: — “With regard to this amendment all 
that it seems necessary to say is that the section follows the procedure laid 
down in section 204 of tlie Criminal Procedure Code. That section provides 
for the issue of summons for the attendance of the accused. Section 205, 
however, provides that in all cases when a Magistrate issues a summons, he may, 
if he sees reason so to do, dispense with the personal attendance of the accused 
and permit him to a[)pear by bis pleader. 1 think it may be said to have been 
taken for granted by the framers of this Bill that the Magistrate would,'' in the 
case of all persons concerned, whether owners, tenants, managers or occupiers, 
allow them to appear by pleader or agent. It seems to me that in a case of this 
description it is not so much the personal attendance of the person against 
wliom the information has been laid that is required as the appearance of some 
one who can show cause why an order should not be made. I am willing to 
accept the amendment as it stands or add the words ‘ either in person or by 
agent ’ after the words ‘ appear before him’ in the original clause.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendka Nath Mukherjee said:— “I have no objec- 
tion to the amendment proposed by the Hon’ble Member, namely, the intro- 
duction of the w'ords ‘ in person or by agent,’ after the words ‘ appear before 


J\oe8 4. 


The Hon’ble Mr, O’Kinfialj. 
The llon’ble Mr. Inglia. 

The llou’ble Mr. Shirres. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon. 
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him ’ but what led me to suggest the amendment was the following passage 
in the report of the Select Committee : — 

* We haye discussed the objections put forward by the Bihar Landholders^ 
Association and others to the inclusion in the Bill of ** owners’^ among those 
made liable to be summoned. While fully realizing that in some cases the 
owner of a house used as a brothel may be totally ignorant of such use, still 
we cannot lose sight of the fact that in a great many cases the owners are not 
only cognisant of that use, but intentionally lot their houses to prostitutes as 
a means of profit to themselves. We therefore do not deem it advisable to omit 
^‘owners” from the category of persons responsible.^ 

thought therefore it would be far better if in the case of owners who do 
not reside on the premises the summons should give them the option of appear- 
ing either in person or by an agent. But if wo are going to extend this to 
other classes of persons also, it is just as well that it should be so.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gupta said; — 1 think it would be bettor to have the 
amendment ‘in person or by agent’ after the words ‘appear before him.’ 
A man is not going to be punished oven in the case of an offence, Tho 
Criminal Procedure Code gives the Magistrate a discretion to allow an accused 
person to appear in person or by agent. Tlio object of this amendment is to 
give the accused person the option of apj)onring in person or by agent, and I 
think we may give that option in all cases whore a summons is served under 
this Act.” 

The motion was then put in the amended form and carried. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon moved that in sub-clause (^) of clause 2 of the 
Bill the words “or remains unvacated, as the case may be,” be omitted. 

He said :-~“A8 we omitted the words ‘or if the Magistrate deems fit to 
vacate such house’ at the end of sub-clause (i^ of clause 2 of the Bill it is 
necessary that the words ‘or remains unvacated, as the case maybe’ in 
sub-clause {^) of clause 2 of the Bill should be also omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The llon’ble Mr. Gordon also moved that the Bill, os settled in Council 
be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council wa^ then adjourned to Saturday, the 24th March, 190(>. 

Calcutta, ] L. C. ADAMI, 

The SOih Marchj 1906. ) Ofg. Secretary to i/ie Bengal Council. 






Abiiraci of th$ Proctidingt of the Council of the LieuicnanUQovernor of Bengal 
aeeembled under the provisione of the Indian OouncHe AeUy 1861 and 189B. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 24th March, 
1906, at 11 A.M. 


^resrnt: 

The Hon^ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.j^ Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon^ble Mr. L. Hare, as.!., c.i.t. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Colon. 

The Hou’ble Mr. R. W, Carlyle, c.i.f. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A, Inolis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Shirreb. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Richardson. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. Gordon, 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. G. H. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F, Larmoub, 

a 

The Hon’ble Mi^ J. Cbaudhuri, m.a. 

I'he Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Joqendra Nath Mukhbbjee, m.a., bx. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. D. Nimmo. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendea Nath Babu, m.a., b.l. 

• _ 

The Hon’ble Mb. Sted Shubfuddin. 

New Member. 

The Hon’ble Mb* T. W. Bigeabdbon took his seat in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

GtTN-UOENBES Ilf BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendea Nath BA8u,.in the absence of the Hon'ble Babu 
Ambika Chaean Mazumdar, said 

On ex^ining the statement relating to the grant of licenses for Brearms, 
which the Government was pleased to furnish in answer to a question of 
mine asked at a meeting of tne Council held on the 19th August, 1905, it is 
observed that there has been a visible tendency towards gradual iieduction of 
such licenses every year, so that the total number of sucn licenses, in Forms 
VIII to XI, which in 1900 stood at a little over 72,000, came down to nearly 
61,000 in 1904, and that the total number of licenses cancelled under section 18 
of the Act during these five years amounted to over 12,000.* 

(a) In view of the above facts and figures, will the Government be pleased 
to inquire as to the reason of this tendency towards reduction of licenses for 
fire-arms ? 

(h) Will the Government also inquire why such a large number of licenses 
which amount to nearly 20 per cent, of the ucenses granted in Forms VIII to 
XI was cancelled during this period ? 

Having regard to the vast unprotected and ever increasing agricul- 
tural population in Bengal, will the Government be pleased to draw the 
attention of District Officers to the comparatively very small number of licenses 
granted to these people ? 

(d) Will the Government be further pleased to facilitate the grant of 
licenses for guns more freely than at present in the case ol sportsmen ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hichardson replied: — 

*^The question of the revision of the present system of granting gun 
licenses under the Arms Act and of the introduction of general principles upon 
which thtjy are to be granted for purposes of sport, protection or displ^ has 
been for some time past under the consideration of the Government of India. 
At present there is no sufficient evidence that the agricultural population in 
Bengal is in ireed of further protection. On the other band, an increase of 
population as a general rule implies an increase of security from the ravages 
of wild animals as well as a disappearance of game in the pursuit of which 
fiic-arms are a necessity.’^ 

The Subordinate JuDiaAL Service. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Babu, ijj the absence of the Honhle Babu 
Ambika Charan Mazumdar, said:-^ 

(а) Having regard to the fact that the Officiating Munsifs 'as a rule 
seldom become confirmed in their appointments until after almost three years 
from their first appointment, and that when so confirmed they are scarcely able 
to earn their full pension without extension of service, and in view o| the 
congestion which is thus created in the Subordinate Judicial Service, will the 
Government bo pleased to consider whether it is not just and expedient to 
count the officiating periods of these officers towards their pension ? 

(б) Is it a fact that Munsifs are required twice to produce health cei tificates — 
once when they are enrolled for service and once again wiien they are 
confirmed in their appointment ? Is such a rule in force in the case of the 
Executive Branch of the Provincial or the Subordinate Civil Service ? If not, 
will the Government be pleased to consider the justice and propriety of 
removing the disadvantage from which the Munsifs are made to suffer at 
present ? 

The Hon’ble M». Hichardson replied 

“The answer to the first branch of the question is as follows : — 

“ The question of amending the rule according to which officiating periods 
of servico <^i\not be counted towards pension is already under consideration 
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» and the OoTemment hopes to be able to make a definite pronouncement 
regarding it at an early date. 

The answer to the second branch of the question is as follows 
Munnifs are generally appointed from the ranks of practising pleaders, 
and a considerable period usually elapses between the date of first appointment 
and confirmatio!}. It is accordingly necessary to ascertain the state of health 
of candidates for the Judicial Service, not only when first appointed, but ako 
when the time for their confirmation arrives. In the case of the Provincial and 
Subordinate Executive Services, the period of probation is only six months.” 

Crops ih Bihar. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shubfuddin asked:— 

Is the Government aware that the recent abnormal weather has seriously 
damaged the standing rdbi crops in Bihar and that in consequence tne prices of 
food grains have considerably gone up ? ^ 

If the Government has no information on the subject, will it consider the 
advisability of instituting a careful inquiry into the matter and publishing 
the result of such inquiry ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied 

‘*The recent abnormal weather did not, on the whole, cause serious damage 
to the rahi crops in Bihar. The general outturn estimated for all the districts 
of the Patna Division is not less than 75 per cent., and in Darblianga the 
estimate amounts to an outturn of 83 per cent, over a larger area than usual. 

“ Owing to the loss of bkadai paddy and other bhadai crops through 
excessive rainfall in the latter portion of the rainy season and bad crops in 
4 other Provinces, prices have been ranging very high ; but now that the ra^i 
crop is being cut there is a tendency for the prices to fall.” 

Reugious training of Prisoners. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shurfuddin asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to state if there is any provision in 
the munagement of prisons in Bengal for the reformation of prisoners by moral 
and religious instructions or by any other method ? 

If not, will the Government consider the advisability of framing rules 
under section 00 , clause (e) of Act IX of 180^ ’"‘Viuhe above purpose? 

• -Tbo Hon’ble Mn. Ricuabdson replied :;rent**year 1 66 I 

“ No rules have been framed by^„jjt / be purpose, nor is it 

considered desirable lo frame any. 4 ^ 

“ The subject of religious ti’aining of prisoners has Dolo. under the consi- 
deration of the Government on various occasions, and it has been decided that 
no religiqus services be permitted in jails, as this would, in ordinary jails, 
lead to confusion and be subversive of lail discipline. The only exception is 
in the Presidency J ail, where a large number of European prisoners is sometimes 
collected, and whore provision has been made for the performance of the 
services of the Protestant and Roman Catholic Christian Churches. In all jails, 
however, prisoners of all classes are allowed to perform their private devotions 
at suitable times and in suitable places. 

“Moral training unconnected with any religion seems to be almost 
impracticable, end is, moreover, in the opinion of the Government not calculated 
to have tlie d^ed effect. Discipline and regular habits of work are practically 
the only means adopted for reform, and it is not easy to devise anv other.” 

Classification of Pbisonees. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state the jrules, if any, t^t it hap 
framed under section 60, clause (;) of Act IX of 1894, for the clappificatW 
ajud separation of prisoners, under which prisoners co^av^eted for merely techicdiw 
ofpnces are kept eepari^te froui e rest of the jail population P 
^ ff Ihpre ^ no rules, will the Government take ea^ly steps to ^ 
them ? » 

f 
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The Hon^ble Mr. Richardson replied : — 

^^The classification of prisoners is laid down in the Jail Code, rules 617 to 
529. Prisoners are divided into two classes, namely, (a) Habitual criminals, 
and [h) Non-babitual criminals. 

‘‘It is not clear what is meant by technical offences. The Courts 
decide whether a prisoner has been guilty of an offence which should be 
punished by rigorous imprisonnient. When the Courts consider the offence 
to bo of such a nature that simple imprisonment is sufficient, the prisoner is 
kept apart from the ordinary convicts.” 

Working of Sections 562 and 563 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Sted Shurfuddin asked 

Will the Government bo pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the working in Bengal of sections 562 and 663 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, since their introduction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson replied : — 

*‘The Hon’ble Member was requested to state clearly what information 
he desired ; and a statement prepared in accordance with his wishes is laid on 
the table.” 


Statement referred to in the above anewer. 
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THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1906 07. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres laid on the table the Bengal Financial Statement 
for 1906-07, with explanatory notes, He said: — 

<‘Sir, I have the honour to lay upon the table the Financial Statement for 
1906-07, together with the usual appendices and accounts. 

“ I'he past year has boon a prosperous one, and the revenue has con- 
siderably exoee<led the estimates. From the commencement of next year a new 
and more advantageous Financial Settlement with the Government .of India 
will come into force. The transfer of 15 districts to another Province necessi- 
tated a revision of the existing settlement ; and in making the revision the 
Government of India have dealt liberally with us. 

** The usual comparison between the budget and the revised estimates 
for the current year is rendered difficult, owing to the transfer of the districts 
to the new Province having taken place in the middle of the year. The 
budget estimates of 1906-06 are for the undivided Province for the whole year, 
whereas the revised estimates aje for the undivided Province for rather more 
tjian half of the year, and for the reduced Province for the remainder of the 
year. 


I906J n# fiiNfo/ FbmM 8iaim$%i fcr 1^06-Cf, 89 

[Mr^ ShttraJ] * 

^*The Bunpktt ’way in which to make a compariaon is in the fint 
instance to eliminate altogether the receipts and chaises for the transferred 
districts, and afterwards to make whatever adjustment may be necessary on 
accottuK of those districts. 

^^This •comparisoD is made in paragraphs 4 to 8 of the Financial State* 

^ ment. It will be seen that if we look only to the present Province of Bengal, 
and omit various assignments and adjustments, there has been a net increase 
of revenue amounting to Es. 8,00,000. Tliis is the net result of improve- 
ments under certain heads aggregating Rs. 12,04,000 and of decreases under 
others aggregating Es, 4,04,000. On the expenditure side there have been very 
large savings amounting to Rs. 28,34,000 due chiefly to the failure to spend 
the larw special grants for police and education reforms and to lapses in the 
Public Works Department. 

“ The reason why it is necessary to make an adjustment on account 
of the transferred districts is that in them, as in all districts outside Calcutta, 
the Provincial receipts exceed the Provincial expenditure. The surplus 
accruing from those districts in fact formed part of the revenues assigned to 
this Province from which the expenditure outside those districts was to bo 
met. Moreover while the expenditure in the districts in question proceeds 
more or less uniformly throughout the year, the greater part of the revenue 
is collected in the last quarter ; with the result that there is an actual deficit 
in the first paxt of the year and a largo surplus in the last half. In the budget 
we estimated for a surplus for the whole year of Bs. 9,27,000, but after the 
budget had been passed we transferred an additional sum of Rs. 2,34,000 to 
the Public Works Department for expenditure in Eastern Bengal, thus reducing 
the anticipated surplus to Ks. 0,93,000. The adjustment allowed to us is 
the difference between the actual receipts and the actual expenditure in Eastern 
Bengal from the lOth October to the close of the year, ana this is estimated at 
118.5,01,000; but as the expenditure up to the date of transfer exceeded the 
income by Rs. 2,95,000 the adjustment for the whole year comes to only 
Ks. 2.66,000. In the transferred districts the receipts have exceeded the 
estimates but so also has the expenditure; and the amount which is being made 
over to US is the actual surplus. 

“When the budget of the current year was prepared the closing balance 
of 1904-05, and therefore also the opening balance of 1905-00, was under- 
estimated by Ks. 5,14,000. This sum is carried forward and increases the 
closing balance of 1905-06 and the opening balance of 1906-07, In calcu- 
lating the closing balance of the current year and the opening balance of next 
year we must likewise add the amount by which the receipts have exceeded the 
estimates in Bengal proper and the savings in expenditure ; and we must 
deduct the loss on the adjustment for Eastern Benaal. The net result is to 
place the qpening balance of next year at Rs. 1,17,98,000. 

“•In preparing our budget estimates for next year, we have at our 
disposal the opening balance of Rs, 1,17,98,000, the assignment of revenue 
made to us by the Government of India under the new settlement which 
comes to Rs. 4,72,73,000, and an additional sum of Rs. 15,69,000 by which 
that revenue is expected to expand next year. There are also certain special 
grants, aggregating Rs. 4,30,000, which bring the total up to Rs, 6,10,70,000. 
Of this however we must carry forward at least Ks, 70,00,000, namely the 
minimum provincial balance of Rs, 20,00,000 and the grant of Rs. 50,00,000 
for Ihe improvement of Calcutta, so that the amount actually available for 
expenditure is Rs 5,40,70,000. 

“ A few words of explanation may be given regarding the new settle- 
ment. It would have been easy for the Government of India, to liave 
continued the settlement made in 1904 after modifying it to suit the new 
Province. They might have said “ We take away from you the receipts and 
expenditure of certain districts : those districts have hitherto yielded you a * 
surplus and their removal means a net los.s to you: we shall therefore make 
you a permanent grant equal to the surplus, but otherwise we shall leave the 
existing settlement untouched ” Fortunately the Government of India elected 
to make an altogether fresh settlement. 

“Now when making a financial settlement the Government «Qf India 
semtinise the estinatesi decide what total expenditure xuay fairly be taken as the 
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neceMary expenditure of the Province, and make over receipts sufficient just ' 
to meet that expenditure. On previous occasions the revised estimates were 
made the basis of the scale of expenditure so that all anticipated savings were 
eliminated before the scale was calculated. The new settlement however has 
been based on the budget estimates, and is therefore much moi^b favourably 
to us. Moreover in our budget for the current year we proposed to redub^ 
the opening balance by Rs. 42,37,000, The Government of India before 
adopting our budget as the now scale of expenditure might have cut out 
the whole of this amount on the ground that it is non-recurring expenditure 
met from the opening balance, but the total deduction they made from the 
budget came to only Rs. 37,86,000. Thus they practically treated about 4^ 
lakhs of non-recurring expenditure as though it were recurring and made 
over to us recurring revenue to meet it. They also left our Public^orksgran^ 
untouched, although the separation of East Bengal relieved us of charges 
amounting to Rs. 5,22,000, 

We have also been allowed a larger share of the divided heads of revenue. 
In other words, a larger proportion of the revenue made over to us is 
expanding revenue, and the non-expanding assignment has been reduced 
from Rs. 73,70,000 to Rs. 5,72,000. The following are the changes which 
have been made : — We now receive ^ instead of 9^ Excise, | instead 
of i of Forests, “ instead of J of Assessed Taxes, the whole instead of ^ of the 
receipts from Government estates, and ^ instead of \ of the remainder of Land 
Revenue. The effect of these changes has been to add about lakhs to our 
net annual incrennmt of revenue. 

I may mention also that subsequent to the settlement of 1904, the 
Government of India have, owing to the improved state of their finances made 
large grants to us for Agriculture, Education, Police, etc., and these grants are 
continued under tlio new settlement. 

‘‘If the new settlement had boon in force for the last five years there 
would have been an average annual increase of revenue over the revenue of the 
preceding year of Rs. 8,97,000. The whole of this could not however have 
been available for now expenditure because there must first be deducted the 
normal increase of necessary expenditure due, c.g,^ to increase of superannuation 
charges, increments of salmy, expenditure necessary to obtain the increased 
revenue, &c. This increment of necessary expenditure amounts to about 
Rs. 5,37,000 a year. 

“ To return to our budget for next year. As already stated the amount 
actually available for expenditure is Rs. 5,40,70,000. Of this sum we* 
propose to carry forward Rs. 19,76,000 and to spend Rs. 5,20,94,000. The 
amount which we budget to spend next year is therefore Rs. 5,20,94 000; and 
this is made up of Rs. 28,22,000 taken from the opening balance and 
Rs. 4,92,72,000 the revenue of the year. # 

“In paragraph 16 there is a list of items of non-recurring expenditure 
amounting to Rs. 47,28,000. As the reduction in the opening balance is only 
Rs. 28,22,000 the remainder of this non-recurring expenditure amounting to 
Rs. 19,06,000 is met from the revenue of the year. In other words there is 
a margin between recurring income -and recurring expenditure of Rs. 19,06,000. 
This it may be noted is altogether apart from the special grants made by the 
Government of India. 

‘‘The reforms and improvements which it is proposed to carry out 
will be apparent from the lists in paragraphs 16 and 17. 1 need not comment 

on them in detail, but shall be glad to furnish any further information regarding 
them which Hon^ble Members may desire. I need only explain that the 
reforms and improvements indicated in those lists are in addition to those 
under Agriculture, Education and Police, which are to be met from the special 
t grants from the Government of India. Those are referred to under the 
appropriate heads in the Financial statement. 

“ The budget will not come up for disoussion until the 7th April se as 
to allow Hon^ble Members ample time to examine it, and 1 shall be greatly 
^ Obliged if notice can be given to me a week before the debate of any points 
wbi^ it is j[M:opo8ed raise or any information which is required in order that 
tha matter may receive sufficient attention.’^ 
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PART I —General Review, 

(1) ACOOUNTiJ FOR J904.1906. 

When tlje revised estimate for 1904-1905 was laid before the Council on 
the 25th Maich 1905, the closing balance for that year, which was also the 
0 {)ening balance for the current year was estimated at Ks. 1,24,86,000. The 
accounts of last ytar are now finally closed and show that the actual 
closing balance came to Rs. 1,60,00,101, or in round numbers to Ks. 1,60,00,000, 
which is Rs. 5,14,000 more than the revised estimate. The receipts wore 
better by Rs. 1,90,000 chiefly under Marine on account of larger pilotage 
receipts ; while the charges were also less by Rs. 3,24,000 partly under Jails 
and partly under the heads of Minor Works and Navigation,’^ and “ Civil# 
Works’’ in charge of the Public Works Department. 

(2) HE VISED ESTIMATE, 1906«l9u6. 

2, Tiie budget estimate for 1905-1906 as passed by the Government of 
India provided for receipts aggregating Us. 5,64,33,000 and an expenditure of 
Ks. 6,06,70,000, thus reducing the accumulated balance at the commencement 
of the year by Rs 42,37,000. In consequence of the transfer, from the 16th 
October 1905, of fifteen disiricts to the now province of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, and the addition of the Sumbalpur distiict to this province by transfer 
from the administration of the Central Provinces, the receipts and charges 
for the last five months and a half in the districts transferred to the new 
province have been incorporated in the revised e:>timateof that province, while 
those in the added area have been includeil in the revised estimate of this 
province. The n' vised estimate for 1905-1906 as now presented therefore 
includes the actuals of the transferred districts for the first six months and a 
half and tliat of the added area for the last five months and a half. 

3. In order, however, that the finance of this province might not be 
materially affected by these readjustments of accounts in the middle of the 
year it has been detiidod that any loss to this province arising tlierefrom sliould 
be made good through the adjusting head of Land Ravenue. Thus the surplu.s 
of revenue over exponditura in the districts, transferred to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, which but for the sefiaration would have been available to moot in part 
the cost of the central administration at the Presidency, and which is i»ow 
estimated at Rs 5,61,0 lO, as well as the estimated deficit in the added area 
amounting to Rs. 91,000, liave been credited in favour of Bengal. 

*4. To make a j)rop^r comparison of the rovised estimates of new Bengal 
with that of tlie sanctioned budget estimates for the current year i1 is neces- 
sary in the first instance to eliminate the receipts and charges for the trans- 
ferred districts, AS included in the original consolidated estimates for undivided 
Bengal, and. ada to tlitj not resiilU the revenue and expenditure for the added 
area in Sambalpur as estimated for the last five luonths and a half of the year. 
The following table whicli is an abstract of Appendix C shows the result of 
this compaiison : — 
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5. Colamns (6) and (7) of the preceding table show that the receipts in 
Bengal (proper) are expected to be better by Ks. 8,62,000, while the expen- 
diture is likely to be lees by Rs. 28,34,000. 

6. The increase in receipts is accounted for partly by increase in rerenue^ 
and partly by the following assignment and adjustments under Land 
Revenues— 

Bs. 

(а) AMi^nment for grants to University and private Oolleges 1,10,000 

(б) Bpeoial grant from Imperial revenues for the improvement 

of Dalhousie Square in Oaloutta ... ... 1,88,000 

(e) Ditto for Cantonment Police taken over from the Canton- 
ment Funds ... ... ... 10,000 

{d) Ditto for the development of Agricultural and Veterinary 

Depaitment ... ... ... ... 3,50,000 

6,08,000 

Deduct — 

Contribution to Imperial for redistributi on of charges under 

“ 2 — Assignments and Ooraponbations ... 1,15,000 

Special grant for the improvement of the Port of Chittagong 

transferred to Kaslern Bengal and Awssam ... 4,31,000 

5,46,000 

Net increase under Adjustments ... ... 62,000 

7. The increase in revenue is the net result of improvements under some 
heads and of decreases under others. Theimju’ovomonts aggregate Rs. 12,04,000, 
which are expected chiefly under the following heads:— Stamps (Rs. 1,41,000) 
chiefly from (Jourt-fee stamps. Excise (Rs. 2,97,000), mainly for better settle- 
ments, Assessed I'axes (Rs. 38,000), Rei^istration (Rs, 41,000), Marine 
(Us. 3,45,000) under Pilotage receipts. Medical (Rs. 1,14,000), chiefly for the 
allotment of Ks. 90,000 to the Medical College Hos})ital made by His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales out of the donation of one lakh made by the 
Maharaja of Diirbhanga on tlie occasion of the Royal visit; Irrigation Works 
(Rs. 1,80,000), chiefly for water ratos in the Sone Canals. On the other hand 
the deertasos aggregate Us. 4,04,000, and are principally under Interest 
(Rs. 30JOOO) owing to smaller loans. having been taken by the local bodies than 
were provided for in the budget, Courts of Law(hs. 38,000), Jh)lice(R8. 54,000), 
Miscellaneous (1,54, 000> and Civil Works in charge of the Public Works 
Department ( Ks, 78,000). 

8. (Jn the expenditure side the revised estimate shows a net decrea«e*of 
Us. 28,34,000. Tim decrease is partly due to the failure to obtain the sanction 
before the close of the vear to the scheme for an increase in the number of 
Deputy Collectors, })iu’tly to the non-utilizatinn in full of the grants for the 
increase of salarie s of Ministerial officers and the developmfpt of the Veie- 
iinary and Agricultural Department, partly to savings in the special and otlier 
grants for the Police and h^ducui ion Departments amounting to about 7 and 
0l lakhs lesfioctively, and partlv to lapses in the grants for Civil Works 
(7^^ lakhs) which have been roirranted next year for the completion of the 
works in question. On the other himd there have been increases under General 
Administration, Jails, Medical, Miscellaneous and Irrigation Minor Works. 
The increase under Medical is for larger grants to Hospitals and Dispensa- 
ries, grants to the Jheriah Plague Committee and Purulia Leper Asylum, and 
for the puyiiKMit of toes and allowances of Dr. Gilbert Fowler, deputed to 
report on septic tanks in Bengal. The increase under Miscellaneoifs is esp?- 
cially due to the sjiecial grants of Rs. 45,000 to the Lady Dufferin Victoria 
Hospital, Calcutta, and of Rs. 12,500 to thq Calcutta Female Nurses’ Institution. 
The increase under Irrigation Minor Works and Navigation is for the payment 
of Hs. 3,90,000 for a portion of the cost of tlie Suction Dredger indented for 
from England." 

9. 'J'he closing balance of the current year was estimated in March last 
at Rs. 82,49,000. To tliis must now bo added Rs. 5,14,000, tho excess of the 
opening balamje ofer the estimate, Rs. 8,(i2,000, by which the receipts of 
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the cturreni year Imveimproy^, and Ra. 28,34,000 the net deoreaee of expendi- 
ture. But from the total of these should be deducted Ib. 2,95,000 th^ 
excess of expenditure orer receipts in the Eastern distriots during the first six 
months and-a-half of the year ana the lo^s in the estimated surplus in the 
Eastern districts amounting to Rs. 9,27,000 — Rs. 6,61,000=lvs. 3,66,000. 
The net result of these additions and deductions will bring the balance to 
Rs. 1,17,98,000. In the revised estimate, therefore, the closing balance of 
the current 3 'ear is placed at Ks. 1,17,98,000. 

NEW FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT. 

10. In consequence of the transfer of fifteen districts of Bengal to the 
GovernmoLt of Eastern Bengal and Assam, a new Provincial settlement has 
been made which will come into force from the Ist April 1906, and ^ill be of 
a quasi-permanent nature. In framing the terms of the revised settlement 
it has been necessary (1) to determine the standard of revenue and expenditure 
in Bengal as previously constituted ; (2) to deduct the revenue and expenditure 
incurred in the districts transferred to Eastern Bengal and Assam ; (d) to make 
similar changes in connection with the transfer of Sambalpur from, and of 
certain Native States to, the Central Provinces; (4) to distribute the special 
grants given to Bengal as previously constituted for Police reorganization, 
Primary education and District Boards ; and (S) to make an addition on account 
of a special grant-in-aid of agricultural improvements. 

11. For the standards of revenue and expenditure the Government of. 

* India have adopted the budget figures for 1906-0(5, except under the head of 

“45-— Civil Works” for whicli the standard of 45 lakhs has been taken as suitable 
to the requirements of the reduced province. In revising the terms the receipts 
under the heads of Land Revenue, Excise, Assessed Taxes and Forests have 
been divided equally between Provincial and Imperial, while the collections 
from Government estates have been made wholly Provincial. The Bengal 
. Government will now get one-half of the increased ‘receipts under the divided 
heads mentioned above, including Stamps, while those under Registration will 
(‘Oil tin ue to be wholly Provincial as settled in 1904. 

BUDGET ESTIMATE, 1906.07. 

12. The opening balance for 190(>-07 corresponds with the closing 
balance of the current year, and is therefore taken at Us. 1, 17,98,000. 

13. The estimate shows receipts aggregating Us. 4,92,72,000, an expendi- 
turf 3 of Rs. 5,20,94,000, and a closing balance of Us. 8.^,76,000. 

14. The ordinary Provincial ndnimun) clusing balance is Esit 20,00,000, 
but in addition to that amount the Government of Uengal must keep the 
special grant for improvements of Calcutta untuu(‘hed, so that under the presejit 
conditions the minimum closing balance is 20-f 60=70 lakhs. The estimated 
closing Ulance is therefore Us. 19,76,000 in excess of the present minimum. 

16. The budget estimate for next year a'j passed provides for receipts 
nirLwmting Us. 4,92,72,000. The amount assigned to the Local Government in 
the ni^w i jnaitci.d seUlement is Rs. 4,72,73,000, and owing to ordinary expan8i(ni 
it is estimated that the revenue made over will yield next year Rs. 4,88,42,000. 
To this must beaddedthe special assignmentsof Ha. 4,30,000 for the following:— 

Rs. 

For charffes on amount of Cantonment Magistrates which have 

” ■ ‘ T 1 OO AAA 


been reprovincialized ... ... ••• 29,000 

For grants to University and private Colleges ... ... 1,60,000 

For Teobnioal education ... ••• • •• 35,000 

•For additional reforms in Police ... ... 4,00,000 

For abolition of Patwari cess in Sambalpur ... ... 26,000 


6,50,000 

— Balance of the Zamindari Dak Fund transferred to 
Imperial on the abolitioh of the Fund, a corre- 
sponding credit having been afforded to Provincial 
under “ Contribution from Local ” ... ... 2,20,000 

Net assignment ... ... •.» ••• 4,80,000 

These will bring up the total receipts to Us. 4.92,72,000, 
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16 The expenditure of the year is estimated at R«. 5,20,94,000 and 
.exceeds the income by Rs. 23,22,000 and the settlement assignment, by 
Rs. 48,21,000. The estimate includes provision for non-recurring charges 
aggregating Rs. 47,28,000 as shown below: — 

Rs. 


8 undarba ns reclamation ... . ■ ••• 1,00,000 

Initial outlay in bringing up reoords-of -rights in Orisaa ... 1,31,000 

Grant for impro vena ente in reoord-roomB ... ••• 60,000 

Grain Compensation Allowance , ... ... 2,00,000 

SurVey of Siindarbans Forest (Provincial sharel ... 45,000 

Collection of Sanitary Statistics proposed by the Sani- 
tary Commissioner with the Government of India ... 7,000 

Expert Sanitary Engineer for Septic Tank installation ••. 16,000 

Acquisition of land for the extension of Buxar Central Jail ... 20,000 

Purchase of furniture and apparatus and models for the 

Mining DopartAent, Civil Engineering College ... 10,000 

Initial outlay on the establishment of Central Weaving School 

at-^ranipore ... ^ ••• •• 1,00,000 

Purchase of works of Art for Government Art Gallery . . . 29,000 

Ivaboratorics, fittings and other charges for Patna College 1,00,000 
Steam Launch for the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 20,000 


Civil Works in charge oPtho Public Works Department — 

Extension of High Court ... ... 1,00,000 

Presidency Jail and Surgical Ward, Medical College ... 2,0O,000 

Lunatic Asylum, Ranchi ... ... ... 4,50,000 

District Judge’s Residence, Darbhanga ... ... 33,000 

Judge’s House, Gaya ... ... ... ... 50,000 

Purchase of Bungalows in Cuttack ... 81,000 

Improvements in Darbhanga ... .. - ... 24,000 

(’holera Ward in Medical College, Calcutta ... ... 53,000 

Paying patients’ block for Indians in Medical College, Calcutta 1,00,000 
Construction of Cadet School, Ranchi ..i .. 1,75,000 

Land and buildings at Kharagpur and Jhargram for the 
division of the Midnapore District into two ... ... 4,00,000 

Acquisition of Ilaritola bustee, near Campbell Hospital ... 1,00,000 

Land and buildings for Ranchi Model College and School 
and Civil Engineering College .. ... ... 6,00,000 

liand and buildings for olhoers’ quarters, etc., in Howrah ... 3,90,000 

Doublo-storiod block in Campbell Hospital ... ... 60,00t) 


Civil Works in charge of Civil officers — 

(’aleutta Municipality for Incinerator ... 36,000 

Bhagalpur MuuieipHlity for Water- works ... ... 26,000 . 

Nadia Municipality for repairs to Embankments ... ... 6,000 

Mongbyr Municipality for Water-supply ... ... 76,000 

Berbampore Municipality for Drainage ... ... 20,000 

Titagbur Municipality for Drainage ... ... ... 10,000 

Puri Municipality for drainage ... ... ... 26,000 

DitI 0 for Sanitary Improvements ... ... 50,000 

AoquisitPn of Post Office Bustee iu Patna ... ... 24,000 

Police Buildings in the Mufassal . ... ... 85,000 

Water- w'oikfi and sanitary improvements in Darjeeling ... 1,00,000 

Initial outlay for the division of Patna* into two ... ... 64,000 

Suction Dredger ... ... ... ... 4,60,000 

Bbairab Valley Drainage ... ... ... 75,000 

Sugarcciie irr gallon iu Otter ... ... ... 40,000 

... 47,28^0 


Total 



17 , The eirtimafce also providos, besides the normal growth in adminis* 
tration such as increase in salaries, supernnmeration charges, etc., for the 
following recurring outlay in addition to the scale of expenditure allowed for in # 
the settlement:^ 

► Rb. 

(1) For mcrease of pay of ministerial officers in addition to 

the special grant made by the Qo^emment of India 1,60,000 

(2) „ reor^niaation of the Registration Department . . . 90,000 

(3) „ Additional District and Sessions Judges and their 

establishments ... ... ... 40,000 

. (4) „ additional establishment for the separation of tho 

Patna Division into two ... ... ... 10,000 

(5) „ an Additional Secretary, Legislative Ouunoil ... 5,000 

(6) „ an Additional Professor of Sanskrit in the Presidency 

College ... ... ... ... 6,000 

(7) „ an Additional Professor of Physiology in the Medical 

College ... ... ... ... 14,000 


Total ... 3,15,000 


PART n.-Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1906-07. 

[The remarks in the following paragraphs refer to Bengal as it now 
•BtanoB after the transfer of East Bengal to the new Province.] 


Receipts. 

18. Land Revemie , — The total collections under this head in 1 904-05 
amounted to Rs. 2,87,82,526, and the estimate for 1906-07, as passed the 
Government of India, is Rs. 2,93,61,000, The estimate includes Rs, 5,00,000 
for recoveries of tho survey and settlement charges in Purnea (Hs. 4,00,000) 
and Ranchi (Rs, 1,00,000). About Rs. 50,000 will be recovered in the Sonthal 
Parganas, but they are to bo adjusted under ‘‘Advances Recoverable ” and 
not credited in the general account. 

The estimated Provincial share of land revenue is arrived at as 
follows :-7 


Ettiraat* 

1900 - 07 ^ 

Eb. 

Gross Land Revenue ... ... ... ... 2,93,61,000 


Deduct estimated ooUeotions from Government estates (now 

wholly Provincial) ... ... ... 32,38,000 

Deduct recoveries of Survey and Settlement ohargea 

(Imperial) ... ... ... ... 6,00,000 


Total deduction ... 37,38,000 


Not amount divisible between Imperial and Provincial 
Funds 


2 , 56 ,^^ 3,000 


Provinoial share of above (one-half) ... ... 1,28,11,000 

collections from Government estates ... ... 3i^,38,000 


Total Provincial 

Add Adjustments as in Appendix A 

Total Provincial share 


1,60,49,000 

10,02,000 


1,70,61,000 


19. Stamps . — 'Ihe actual receipts in 1904-05 were Rs. 1,35,03,882. The 
actuals in the first eleven months of the current year, exclusive of those from 
one anna Receipt Stamps, show an increase of Rs. 7,28,000 over those in the 
corresponding period of last year. In view of these figures the revbed estimate 
for the current year has been passed for Rs. 1,42,00,000 and the estimate for 
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1906-07 placed at Rs. 1,45,00,000. The Local Government geta one-half of 
these amounts. 

20. The actuals for the first eleven months of 1905-06 show an 
increase of Rs. 11,15,000 over those in the corresponding period of the preceding 
year, and as Rs. 1,40,69,166 wore realized in 1904-05, the revised estimate for' ' 
the current year has been passed for Es. 1,52,50,000. The estimate for next 
year allows for an increase of 4| lakhs, and has been placed at Rs. 1,57,00,000. 
The Provincial share (one-halH amounts to Rs. 78,50,000. 

21. Provincial nates. actual collections of Public Works cess in 

1904- 05 amounted to Rs. 35,20,337, and the estimate for next year haabeen 
taken at Rs. 35,90,000. An increase is anticipated on the completion of the work 
of revaluation in certain districts. Under General Rates for the management 
of private estates the estimate of receij^s is Rs. 1,30,000, and this added to the 
estimate of receipts from Public Works Cess makes up the sum of 
Rs. 37,20,000, which is the total estimate for the year. 

22. Assessed Taxes, — The budget estimate of receipts from Income-tax for 

1905- 06 was Rs. 43,97,000. The actual collections in the first eleven months 
of the year amounted to Rs. 42,15,000. For the remaining month of the 
year the receipts have been put at Rs. 3,35,000, and the revised estimate has 
been placed at Rs, 45,50,000. The estimate for next year allows for an increase 
of Rs. 1,00,000 and stands at Rs. 46,50,000. The Provincial share (one-half J 
amounts to Rs. 23,25,000. 

23. Forests. — The total receipts under this head for 1906-07 are estimated 
at Rs. 10,00,000 against Rs. 8,98,000, the budget estimate for 1905-06, and 
Rs. 8,80,905, the actuals of 1904-05. The Provincial share under the new 
settlement is one-half. 

24. Registration, — The budget estimate under this head for 1905-1906 
was Rs. 10,22,000. The collections of the first eleven months of the current 
year show an in^'rease of Rs. 46,000 over those of the corresponding period 
of the preceding year; and as the actuals of 1904-05 were Rs. 10,18,261, the 
revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 10,64,000, while the estimate for 

1906- 07 has been passed for Rs. 10,50,000. The receipts under this head 

are not expected to be as high as in the current year because a considerable 
decrease is expected in the Chota Nagpur Division owing to the operation of 
the Chota Nagpur Tenancy receipts of this 

Department are wholly Provincial. ' 

26. Law and Justice — Courts o/ Xaw.-!—Tne 'actuals of last year amounted 
to Rs. 5,61,378, and the revised estimate for the current year has been taken 
at Rs. 5,4J),000 with reference to the actuals of the first ten months of the 
year. During the current year there has been a falling off under general fees, 
fines and forfeitures, but this is not expected to continue, and the receipts for 
next year have been estimated at Rs. 5,60,000. 

26. Jails. — The actuals of the twelve months ending Slst January 1906 
show an increase of Rs. 31,000 over those of the corresponding period of last 
year; and as the actuals of 1904-1905 were Rs. 12,31,117, the revised estimate 
has been placed at Rs. 12,00,000. The budget estimate for the current year, 
Rs. 12,50,000, has been repeated as the estimate for next year. 

27. Police, — The estimate under this head amounts to Rs. 1,67,000 against 
Rs. 1,30,000, the revised estimate for 1905-1906, and Rs, 1,68,010, the actuals 
of 1904-1905. No recoveries are to be made for Cantonment Police from Ist 
April 1905, while the fines for the prevention of cruelty to animals now 
appear under Law and Justice instead of under this luoad, as in 1904^1905. 
The budget includes Rs. 22,000 for fines imposed on the Calcutta and Subarban 
Police Fordie which were formerly credited to the Police Supornnnuation Fund 
which has now been abolished. 

28. Mali e.— The budget estimate for the current year was Rs. *13,05,300. 
This has been raised to Rs. 16,50,000 in the revised estimate with reference 
to the actuals of the first eleven months of the current year. The estimate 
for next y*niir has also been passed for a like amount, 

29. Education. estimate under this head is I?.hi. 40, 000 against 
Rs, 6,10,900, the revised estimate for 1905-1906, and Rs. 5,78,646, the actuals 
of 1904-1905. The increase is expected mainly from rent of boarding houses 
for students of private Colleges in Calcutta. 



30. estimate under this head is Bs, 2,60,000 against 
Bs. 2,46,387, the actuals of 1904-1905, and fis. 5,46,000, the revifled es&nate, 
for the current year. The revised estimate includes a contribution of two 

. lakhs from the Oalcutta Hospital Port Duos Fund towards the maintenance 
of the Presidency Oeneral Hospital and an allotment of Bs. 90,000 made by 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to the Medical College HospitiU 
out of the donation of one lakh made by the Maharaja of Durbhahga on 
the occasion of tiie Ko]fal visit. • 

31. Scien^/k and other Minor Departments . — The total receipts for 1906-07 
are estimated at Rs. 2,94,000 against Rs. 2,74,454, the actuals of 1904-05. 
The revised estimate for 1905-06 based on the actuals of the nine months of 
the year has been placed at Rs. 2,78,000. The budget includes larger 
proyision for the sale of sulphate of quinine. 

32. Receipts in aid of superannuation.— The budget estimate for 1906-07 has 
been passed for Rs. 57,000 against Rs. 60,000, the revised estimate for 1905- 
06, and Rs. 69,730, the actuals of 1904-05. 

33. Miscellaneous,-- •The receipts under this head are of a fluctuating 
character. The estimate for next year has been placed atRs. 5,76,000 against 
Rs. 6,80,000 and Re. 5,26,000, the budget and revised estimates, respectively, 
for the current year, and Rs. 5,95,684, the actuals of last year. 

34. Irrigation^ Major Works {Direct Receipts ). — The estimate under this 
head amounts to Rs. 20,72,000 against Rs. 20,00,000, the budget estimate for 
the current year. The actuals of last year were Rs. 20,46,167. During the 

• current year there have been larger receipts under Water-rates from the Orissa 
and Hone Canals and under Navigation from all the canals and the revised 
estimate has been placed at Rs. 21,50,000. 

35. Irrigation^ Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public Works 
Department. — T^e estimate for the current year is Rs. 6,50,000 which has been 
raised to Rs. 6,80,000 in the revised estimate owing to larger navigation 
receipts in the Calcutta aud Eastern Canals. It is doubtful if the increase will 
continue in next year, and a lower figure has been adopted for the budget. The 
budget includes Ks. 5,000 which is anticipated from sugarcane irrigation in Bihv • 

36. Civil Works.— The details of the receipts under this head are given in 
Appendix A. 


Expenditure. 


37. Refunds and Drawbacks , — The estimate for 1906-1907 is Rs. 1,15,000 
against Rs. 1,09,000 and Rs. 99,093, the revised estimate for the current year 
and the actuals of 1904-1905, respectively. The increase is due to the increase 
in the Provincial share in some of the principal heads of revenue. 

38. Assignments and Compensations , — The Government of India have 
decided that the charges under Land Revenue compensations should bo divided 
in the same proportion as the receipts under that head with effect from Ist April 
1905, The charges jjfnder the head Pensions in lieu of resumed lands, which 
were* wholly Imperial before 1905-1906, and Malikana, which were wholly 
Provincial, are .the only two heads which have been affected by this decision. 
The details are shown in .^pendix B. 

39. Land Revenue,— The total Provinoial expenditure for next year is 
estimated al; Be, 38,01,000 against Rs. 34,61,696, the budget estimate for the 
current year, an shown below 


tration 

<2) Charges on account ( 
Revenue oolleotionB 

(3) Management of (Government 

estates 

(4) Survey and Settlement 

(5) Land Records and Agriculture 

For roonding ••• 



1906.1906. 

1906-1907. 

Budget. 

1<8. 

minis* 

litmd 

r" 

Bodgvt. 

Rs. 

Eotaatcl. 

Rs. 

26,23,195 

23,57,0(;0 

29,20,000 

... 

1,400 

1,0(10 

1,400 


6,09,918 

2,62,500 

74,683 


4,82,006 

3,00,000 

92,000 


4.17.000 
2,00,000 

2.62.000 


... 34,6 ,696 82,32,000 


88,01,000 


Total 
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The increase under (1) is due to provjBion having been made for (a) the full 
ianction^ strength of officers and establishment, m for increase in the number 
* of Deputy Magistrates and Denuty Collectors, (c) for the pay of muharrirs and 
peons of Additional Deputy Magistrates, (d) for grain compensation allowance 
to menial officers during dearness of food-grains, (e) for increase of salaries of 
Ministerial officers, and (/) for increased grant for improving the record-rooms 
of Collectorates. Under TS) a provision of one lakh has Wn made for the 
fiunderbans reclamation work, while the increase under (5) is for the provision 
of Rs. 1,31,000 for initial expenditure for bringing up the records-of-rights in 
Orissa and Ks. 86,000 for the maintenance of Record* of Rights in Sambdpur. 

40. StampB , — The estimate for 1906*1907 is Rs. 3,70,000 against 
Rs. 4,27,000, tne budget grant for 1905-1906. The decrease is chiefly under 
**Staim) paper supplied from Central Stores,’^ the estimate under this head 
being Ks, 1,90,000 against Rs. 2,28,000, the budget estimate for 1905-1906, 
I’he provisional share (one-half) is Rs, 1,85,000, 

41. The total expenditure for next year is estimated at 
Rs. 7,32,000 against Rs. 7,23,00^ the budget grant for 1905-1906. The 
increase is due to a provision of 16,000 for establisliment in Sambalpur. 
Under the new settlement the Provincial share is one-half and amounts to 
Rs. 3,66,000. 

42. Assmed The expenditure for next year is estimated at 

Rs: 1,45,000 against Rs. 1,30,000, the sanctioned estimate for the current year. 
The increase is due to au increase in horse allowance of assessors and to an 
increase of establishment sanctioned for the Office of the Collector of Income-tax, 
Calcutta. The estimate for next year includes provision for two additional 
temporary assessors. 

43. ihm/s.— The total budget grant for next year is Rs. 6,60,000 
against Rs. 5,65,000, the estimate for 1905*1906. The increa^ is chiefly due 
to a provision for the detailed survey of the reserved forests in the Sunderbans, 
and for the payment of the profits in the working of the Porahat reserves in 
the Singhbhum Division for the five years ending 1905-1906. The budget 
also includes a larger provision for the construction of roads required for the 
opening out of Singhbhum, Angul and other divisions. The Provincial share 
(ono-holf) is Rs. 3,26,000. 

44. liegistration.^'lh^ estimate for next year is Rs. 6,92,000 against 
Rs. 6,01,000, the grant for the current year. The increase is due to a 
provision having been made to give full effect to the scheme of the reorganisa- 
tion of the Department sanctioned ^ the Secrotar)' of State. 

45. General Administration,— ihe estimate for 1906-1907 is Rs*. 17,32,000 
against Rs. 17,27,196 the actuals of 1904-05. The bugot includes Rs. 20,000 
for increase of pay of Ministerial establishment, Rs. 20,000 for the balance of the 
cost of the steam-launch fer the Commissioner of the Presidency Division which 
will have to be paid to the Dockyard authorities, and Rs. 10,000 for addi- 
tional establishment that may be required, when the Patna Division is divided 
into two Commissionerships. Provision has also been made for the appointment 
of au additional Secretary to the Legislative Council and for additional 
temporary establishment in that Department. 

A 0. Law and JusUgg— Courts of Law. —The budget estimate under this head 
for 1905-1906 was Rs. 73,13,295, but in the revised estimate this has been 
reduced to Rs. 70,64,000 with roferonco to the known actuals of the year. The 
estimate for 1906-1907 has been passed Jor Rs. 74,00,000, which includes 
provision for a District and Sessions Judge for Darbhanga, an Additional 
Judge for tlie 24.Parga!m8 for five months, and an Additional Sub-Judge 
for that district. Larger provision has also been made for increase of salaries 
of .ministerial officers, remuneration to copyists, diet aud travelling allowances 
to witnesses, and allowances to Jurors ancf Assessors, and Additionaf Deputy 
Magistrates and their establishment. ^ ^ 

47. The estimate for the current year was Rs. 22,17,147 against 

Rs. 19,02,245 the actuals of last year. The actuals of the first nine months of 
the year, however, show an increase of three lakhs as compared with the 
figures of last year, and the revised estimate for the year has accordingly been 
raised to Rs. 23,33,000. The increase is chiefly under Jail Manufactures and 
IS due to teer e^ipendituro on the purchase of raw materials. The estimate for 
next yew is Rs. 22,71,000, and moliAs a provision of Rs. 20,000 for the 
adiquiaiUon of land for the Ruxw Central Jail. 
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head^^* following table compares the estima^ under this 



1904.1905. 

Mtuali. 

190I.190S. 

Budget. 1 Beriiod. 

• 

1»0S.I»<I7. 

Mtimato. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(1) Presidency Police 

8,62,816 

8,70,000 

9,08,000 

10,06,600 

(2) Municipal „ 

42,700 

52,000 

61.000 

54,000 

(3) Superintendence 

1,85,253 

1.68,000 

1,94,000 

2,01,000 

(4) DiBtriot Executive Force . . . 

37,47,168 

48,78,600 

42,30,000 

47,10,700 

(5) Village Police 

52,883 

51,800 

47,000 

61,000 

(C) Special „ 

94,801 

1,13,600 

85,000 

63,000 

(7) Railway „ 

1,63,428 

2,01,000 

1,60,000 

2,17,500 

(8) Cattle-pounds 

1,767 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

(9) Refunds ... 

10,786 

.30,000 

11,000 

12,200 

(10) Grain compensation allowance 






50,000 

1 

o 

51,57,102 

63,61,000 j 

57,03,000 

63,67,000 


The budget for the current year included a lump provision of Rs. 1:<;,00,000 
*for reforms recommended by the Police Commission, A portion of tliis 
(3 lakhs) will go from next year to the New Province, The estimate for next 
year includes the distribution of tho remainder of the grant in full between 
different heads as well as a special lump, grant of four laklis under District 
• Executive Force for additional expenditure on reforms, 

49. Marine — The budget provides for a total expenditure of Rs. 10,97,000, 
against Rs, 11,07,004, tho sanctioned estimate for 1905*1900. The estimate 
for the current year included the delivery charges of steam cruiser Fraser 
which will not recur next year. 

50. Fducaiioih — In order to have a correct idea of the growth of expendi- 
ture under Education, it is necessary to show the disbursements both in the 
Provincial and District Fund accounts, since most of tho expenditure under 
the latter is met from grants from the Provincial Revenues. The following 
table shows the charges from 1903-1904 



AccorsT. 


Budget 681 imat#, 
190i;-l!t07. 


1903.1904. 

1904-1906. 

IDOS-llKRt. 

Prorinml. 

Direction 

University 

Inspection 

Government Colleges, General ... 
Ditto do,, Professional 

Ditto Schools, General ... 

Ditto do., Special ... 

Technical education 

Grants-in-^d ... • 

Soholarahips 

Miscellaneous 

Refunds 

Lump provision for primary 
education and other Educa- 
tional schemes 

Grain compensation allowance ... 

Es. 

90.000 

2,57,060 

4.75.000 

2.67.000 

6.32.000 

2.72.000 

7.16.000 

1.65.000 

1.09.000 

7.000 

Rb. 

90.000 
2,00,000 

2.49.000 

6.32.000 
2,02,800 

4 86,000 

3.11.000 

7.62.000 

1.59.000 

75.000 
2,000 

Rs. 

82,000 

80,000 

2.70.000 

5.67.000 ‘ 

2.10.000 

5.09.000 

3.35.000 

8.30.000 
1,61,001) 

90,000 

3,000 

Ea. 

91,300 

80,000 

4,3.5,600 

6.69.000 

2.91.000 

6.50.000 

6.75.000 

1.36.000 

7.80.000 

1.65.000 

1.23.000 

3.000 

2,97,200 

6.000 

TotqJ Provincial 

28,90,000 

30,68,000 

31,17,000 

41,00,000 

, Local, 





Inspection 

Schools 

Grants-in-aid 

Soholarships 

Miscellaneous 

Refunds 

2.31.000 

73.000 

7.70.000 

21.000 
42,000 

2.40.000 

76.000 

8.09.000 

26.000 
29,000 

2,000 

2.29.000 
88,000 

8.47.000 

35.000 

21.000 

1,00,000 

88,000 

9,56,000 

35.000 

21.000 
•••*•* 

Total Local .«• 

11,37,000 

11,82,000 

12;20,000 

12,00,000 

OuiiiD Total 

40,27,000 

’^42,50,000 

43,87,000 

63,00*000" 
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The abore table shows that the expenditure under this head isincre^ng 
year after year. The Prorinoial budget for 1906-1907 includes the following 
provisions : — 

‘ R*. 


Grant to Calcutta UniverBity for administration, inspection and 
traTelling charges 

Grant to Calcutta Univereity for building purposes 
Grant to private colleges for hostels, etc. 

Pay and allowances of Sub lnapeotors of Schools transferred 
from District Boards to Education Department 
An Additional Professor of Sanskrit in the Presidency College 
Electric lights and fans and the maintenance of hydraulic lift 
in the Presidency College 

Salary of Profo^sors and Instructors for the Mining Class at the 
Civil Engineering College 
Travelling allowance and houso allowance of ditto 
Mining Models 

Furniture and apparatus for Mining class 
High School at Samhalpur 

Purchase of works of Art for Government Art Gallery 
Starting Training Colleges at Hooghly and Bhagalpur 
Establishment and maintenance of a Central Weaving School at 
Serampur ... ... ••• 

For lahoratorijs httings and other charges for Patna College 


80,000 

50.000 

80.000 

1 . 67.000 
6,000 

3.000 

19,360 

6,700 

6.000 
6,000 

12,000 

28,764 

76,000 

1 . 36.000 
1,00,000 


61. Mcdtcal’^Tho budget grant for next year is Rs. 21,89,000 against 
lift. 20,45,000, the revised estimate for the current year, and Rs. 19,91,050 the 
actuals of last year. The estimate provides Rs. 90,000 for preventive measures 
against plague, Rs. 20,000 for anti-malarial measures, Kb. 16.1 lO for fees and 
allowances of br. Gilbert Fowler on deputation to report on septic tanks in 
Bengal, Rs. 7,000 for collection of sanitary statistics proposed by the Sanitary 
Commissioner with the Government of India, and a reserve provision of 
Rs. 9,000 for grants to Leper Asylums. 

52. Scientific and other Minor Departments expenditure under this 
head is estimated at Rs, 10,76,000 against Rs. 7,50,000, the revised estimate for 
the current year. Provision has been made for the development of the 
Veterinary and Agricultural Departments. 

53. Superannuation . — The charges under this head show a progressive 
increase year after year owing to the increase in the claims to pension, Th® 
estimate for 1906-1907 is Ks. 25,37,000 against Rs. 23,94,000, the revised 
estimate for 1905-1906 and Rs. 22,93,065 the actuals of 1904-1905. 

54. Stationery and Printing . — The estimate for 1906-1907 is Rs, 10,29,000 
against Rs. 10,34,000 and Rs, 10,71,500, the revised and budget estimates for 
1905-1906. The decrease is under stationery supplied from Central Stores. 

55. Misccllanems . — The revised estimate for the current year is 
Ks. 3,60,000 against Rs. 2,79,000, the original budget i^stiinate for the year. 
The increase is due to the special payment of Rs. 45,000 to the Lady Dufferin 
Victoria Hospital in Calcutta, and of Rs. 12,500 to Hie Calcutta Female Nurses’ 
Institution. 'I'he estimate for next year is Rs, 2,77,000, and pretty closely 
follows the budget estimate for 1905-1906. The variations in the estimates are 
shown in Appendix B. 

66. Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation in charge of the Public Works 
Department , — The actual charges in 1904-1905 were Ks. 16,86,998. The 
budget estimate for 1905-1906, inclusive of Rs, 3,75,000 on account oL Govern- 
ment contribution for the Ma^a Elfiit drainage scheme, was Rs. 20,04,000. The 
revised estimate for the year is Rs. 22,30,000 and includes Rs. 3,90,000 for 
payment required in the current year on account of a suction dredger indented 
for from England, but excludes Ks. 1,40,000 surrendered from the grant for the 
Magra Hft-t drainage scheme which, however, has been regranted for expenditure 
in 1906-1907. The budget estimate of expenditure for 1906-1907 is 
Rs. 21,85,000 and includes Rs. 4,50,000, the balance to be paid for the suction 
dredger, Rs. 1,40,000 for Magra HAt drainage, as stated above, Rs. 75,000 for 
the Bhoirab Valley drainage ip the^strict of Jessore, Rs. 40,000 for a pumping 
installation in Bihar required foAugarcane irrigation, and Rs. 49,500 for 
ihe Dudhoi Canal. ^ 
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57. CtW The eetimate of expenditure iu charge of the Public 

Workir Departmei^ for next year haa been placed at Rs. 73y35)(100, which ia . 
dwtributea thus 


Rs. 

Original Works 
Eepairs ... 

Eatablibhmsnt 
Tools and JPlant 


Total ... 73,25,000 


... 16,00,000 
... 9,23,825 

32,176 


The allotment for original works includes the following items 

Bb. 

Land and buildinM in Kharagpur and Jhargram for the 

divwicn of Mimiapore into two distriots ... ... 4,00,000 

Construotion of Mnnaifs' Court ... ... ... 75,000 

Ditto of Residenoes ... ... ... 40,000 

Removing the Plassey Monuments to the sito of the battlefield, 

&o. ... ... ... ... ... 15,000 

Extension of High Court ... ... ... 1,00,000 

New Presidency Jail ... ... ... ... 1,00,000 

Construction of a Police-station at Taltollah ,,, ... 49,000 

Ditto of a Cadet School, Ranchi ... ... 1,75,000 

Construction of a Hostel for Hindu students, Ravenshaw College 19,000 
Removal of the Lunatic Asylum to Ranchi ... ... 4,63,800 

Construotion of a Model and Engineering College at Ranchi ... 6,35,000 

Barracks for Students, Pathological Museum in Temple Medical 
School ... ... ... ... 27,000 

Construotion of Surgical ward, Medical College ... ... 1,00,000 


Ditto 

of Cholera ward, 

ditto 

. 53,500 

Ditto 

of Nurses’ quarters. 

ditto 

. 49,000 

Ditto 

of Paying Patients’ block for Indians in ditto .. 

. 1,00,000 


Remodelling the central portion of the Camphell Hospital ... 20,000 

Construotion of a double* storied ward in the Campbell Hospital 60,000 
Acquisition of Haritollah Bustee adjoining ditto ... 1,00,000 

Construotion of Residence for the District Judge, Darbhanga... 33,300 
Ditto ditto, Gaya ... 50,000 

Purchase of bungalows in Cuttack ... ... ... 81,000 

Land and buildings for Suhjoil, offices, and housing of offioials, 
at Howrah ... ... 3,89,800 

Residenoes of Government offioials in mufassol ... ... 80,000 

Extension of the Yeterinary Institution, Belgaohia ... I,20,0b0 

High-Level Tista Valley Road ... ... ... 93,800 

Improving the • drainage of the south-east corner of Calcutta 
Maidan ••• ••• ••• 15,000 

Improvememt of Civil Station, Darbhanga ... ... 24,000 

Total ... 34,74,200 


58. Civil Works in charge of the Cwil Department, ^The esiimoXo (or next 
year ifl *R8. 11 , 30,000 and includes provision for grants to Municipalities and 
Excluded Local Funds which are adjusted under this head, Rs. 85,000 for 
Police buildings in addition to the provision in the Public Works Department 
budget; one lakh for Water-works and Sanitary improvements in the town of 
Daneeling, and Rs. 64,000 for initial expenditure for the division of Patna 
into two Uommissionerships, 

69. Contributions from Provincial to iecflf.--Tho original estimate for the 
current year amounting to Rs. 25,12,000 has been reduced to Rs. 23,66,000 in the 
reris^ estimate as the special reserve kept under this bead has been transferred 
to Public works and other Departments to meet pressing demands in those 
departments, while Rs. 4,80,000 has be^ added for grants to District Boards 
for Primary School buildings. The estimate for next year is Ra. 19,10,060 
includes a provision of 9 lakhs foi^ grants to District Boards being equivalent 
^ ourth of the roed-cess oolloctions in those districts. 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL REVENUE. 


(Tbo figures are in thousands of rupees, except for Actuals.) 


; — — - 

1904.1905. 

1906.1906. 

190S.1907. 


Actuals 

Banotioned 
eatitnate (or 
undivided 
Bengal. 

Eeviaed 
eittraate 
for new 
Bengal after 
read Jus ttnent 
of territorial 
jurisdictions, 

Budget estiiaate. 

( For new 
Bengal.) 


for undivided 
Bengal. 

actuals for the 
first Ci 
months of 
Eitsicrn 
districts and 
estl mates for 
the last 
months of 
Bambalpur. 





1 

s 

8 

4 

S 

Opening balance 

Us. 

1,42,52,919 

Us. 

1,24,80 

Hs. 

1,30,00 

Bf. 

1,17,98 

Principal Heads of Uevenue— 





i.-u.d ,1...... ::: 

lY.— Stamps ... 

V. — Excise 

VI.— Provincial Kates 

VIII. — AssesHod Taxes 

IX. — ForcstH ... 

X — Kegistration 

LOG, 95, 908 
49,48,794 
1.04,80,854 
78,45,749 
52,08,9G4 
12,68,814 
2,91,868 
16,89,610 

1,07,70 

+86,35 

1,07,00 

75,91 

5'SM 

12,76 

3,00 

]7,0Li 

85,07 
+ 93,49 
91,26 
73,67 
44,80 
12,33 
2,72 
14,32 

1,60,49 
+ 10,02 
72,60 

78.50 
87,20 
23,25 

6,00 

10.50 

Total 

4,18,01,561 

4,63,11 

4,17,66 

3,97,46 

Xll.— lnterest ... 

2,86 701 

8,35 

2,01 

8,67 

Heceipts by Civil Department— 





T ^ T f Courts of Lam 

XVI.— Law and Justice j j^.j^ 

XVll.— Police ... 

XVIII.— Marino ... 

XIX.— Education 

XX.— Medical ... 

XXI.— Scientific and other Minor Depart- 
ments... 

7,98,064 

18,86,712 

1,86,205 

16,20,363 

7,27,668 

2,62,876 

2,74,891 

8.14 

14,00 

2,00 

13,26 

7,70 

4,37 

2,67 

6.77 
18.28 

1,36 

16,64 

6,87 

6,49 

2.78 

6,60 

12,60 

1,67 

16,60 

6,40 

2,60 

2,94 

Total 

61,46,779 

52,08 

63,19 

48,21 

Miscellaneous— 

i 




XXII.— Koo^Jipts in aid of Superannuation 
XXI 11. — Stationery and Printing 

XXV. — Miscellaneous 

67,063 

1,45,866 

7,91,020 

78 

1,40 

10,09 

65 

1,36 

6,02 

67 

1,28 

6,76 

Total 

10,03,939 

12,22 

7,62 

7,62 

Irrigation — 





XXIX.— Major Works (direct receipts) 

XXX. — Minor Works and Navigation— 

By Public Works Department... 
By Civil Department 

20,46,167 

7,01,154 

1,42,888 

20,00 

6,50 

1,28 

21,60 

6,80 

1,28 

20,72 

6,66 

1.26 

Total 

26,90,154 

27,78 

29,68 

- 28,58 

Buildings and Eoads— 





XXXIL— Civil Works— 





By Public Works Department.. 
By Civil Department 

3,89,398 

2,48,043 

2,80 

2,41 

2,02 

2,06 

2,64 

1,89 

Total 

6,38,336 

5,21 

4,07 

4,63 

Contributions 

69,478 

68 

67 

2.70 

TotM Bevonne 

6,18,08,948 

5,61,38 

6,16,60 

4,92, 7£ 

GnAlfT) TCMPAt 

C,01,bl,867 

6,89,19 

6,45,60 

6,10,70 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL EXPENDITURE. 


(The figures are in thousands of rupees, except for Actuals.) 



10044005. 

1 10O5-19Oe. 

10M.1007. 




RevlMd 

1 rttim.ito 
( (or new 

1 Ron^nl nft4>r 
i^Hdjuatment 


Bxist. 

Actualti 
(or undivided 
Bengml. 

Bsootloned 
Mtlmate for 
undivided 
Uanital. 

j 

Jurladiftbut, 
Hlld IDCludM 
tcUiBlH for thi 
tlmt 

mi'nihti of 
EHiiorn 
diatrlout ntid 
otthmaMN of 
tho laxt 
moiithis of 
Hamlmlpiir. 

Hudffet MtiniBl* 
iPor new 
Bengal.) 

1 

t 

3 

4 

6 

Direct demand on the revenues— 

1. Befunds and Drawbacks 

2. Assignments aud Compensations 

3. Land Revenue 

6. Stamps 

7. Excise 

8. Provincial Rates 

10. Assessed Taxes 

11. Forests 

12. Registration 

Rs. 

1,23,273 

1,50,697 

42,93,323 

3,46,028 

3,58,167 

83,814 

88,937 

1,72,147 

9,70,708 

Rs. 

1,35 

1,62 

47,22 

8,50 

3,78 

92 

89 

1,91 

9,96 

Rs. 

1,22 

43 

40,60 

2,23 

3,37 

79 

88 

1,57 

8,17 

Rs. 

1,16 

83 

88,01 

J,85 

3,66 

61 

72 

8,25 

6,92 

Total 

65,37,094 

70,65 

58,76 

57,00 

13. Interest on ordinary debt 

1,90,486 

2,22 

2,05 

2.22 

Post Office, Telegraph and Mint— 

15, Post Office 



1 



Salaries and expenses of the Civil Department — 

18. General Administration 

19. Law dJu8t.ee j 

20. Police 

21. Marine 

22. Education ... 

24i, Medical 

25. Political 

26. Scientific and other Minor Depart- 

ments 

19,27,272 
08,62,504 
25,75,164 
67,46,832 
18,46,508 
36,82,002 
23,07,8 48 
20,850 

7,00,388 

19,02 
1,02,00 
28,20 
78,90 
11,23 
47,52 
22,75 
22 ' 

9,10 1 
-1 

10,07 

86,70 

20.30 
66,24 
11,91 

34.30 
22,12 

10 

7,55 

1 

17,32 

74.00 
22, 7J 
63,07 
10,97 

41.00 
21,89 

10 

10,76 

Total 

2,96,18,363 

3,19,24 

2,75,04 

2,02,42 

Miscellaneous— 

29. Superannuation, &e ... ... ! 

30. Stationery and Printing 

32. Miscellaneous 

27,07,289 

11,03,863 

3,42,812 

i 

28,15 ' 
12,22 
3,13 ! 

. J 

26,23 

10,43 

3,75 

25,37 

10,29 

2,77 

• Total 

41,58,964 

43,51 ' 

40,41 

38,43 

Railway Revenue Account — 

40. Subsidised Company’s land, &c 
Irrigu^.ion — 

42. Major Works- 

Working Expenses ... 

Interest on Debt 

43. Minor Works and Navigation — 

By Public Works Department .. 
*By Civil Department 

3,905 

1 


9,88,005 

24,51,988 

16,86,998 

5,569 

1 

11,01 
21,52 j 

20,04 j 
5 

10,50 

24,52 

22,30 

9 

10,75 

24,52 

21,85 

10 

Total 

Buildings and Roads— 

45. Civil Works — 

By Public Works DepaTtment... 
By Civil Department 

' 51,32,560 

55,05 1 

57,41 1 

57,22 

58,37,918 

2,18.645 

56, 4B 
25,82 

I 

Cl, 88 
2,70 

73,25 

11,30 

Total • ... 

60,56.563 

82,30 

64,63 

84,55 

Contributions 

14,52,771 

33,13 

29,31 

19,10 

Total Expenditure 

6,81,51,706 

6,00.70 

5,27.02 

6,204)4 

doling balance 

1,80,00,10) 

82,49 

1,17,93 

89,70 

AwA-wn T/vhat 

fl.6lJ5P«(r7 

6.89.19 

6.4fi.a0 

n ifi '•/A 
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APPENDIX A. 

Bengal Provincial ReceipUy in detaily of minor heads. 

[The figures in columns 4 and 6 are those accepted by the Gkirornment of India.] 

The remarks in oolumn G, except when otherwise specially explained, refer to difference 
between columns 3 and 6. The figures in oolumn 4 against Eastern Bengal represent the 
Hotuals of the first six months-and-a-half in the districts transferred to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. 


l.--Land Revenue — 



1004.1005 

1006- 

iOOC 

I9''tt-11KI7. 1 


Actuals 

Sanctioned 

CHtimate. 

. 

Revised. 

Budget. I 

1 



‘ 

6 1 

(1; Oroas Land Revenue ... 

Ra 

2,87, 82,620 

Rs. 

2,92,3(1,000 

Rs. 

2,03,00,000 

Rs ! 

2,03,«l,00o 1 

(2) Deduct 12 per ornit on ooliectuins from Govern- 
ment eatalea iu D)0t-ii6 and Itto.vtti) and lOO pm 
cent, in llWii-O:, whuh wholly Piuvimiul 

3,51,080 

3.S7,<HW 

3.66,000 

i 

88,38,000 ' 

1 

(.1] Deduct recfivenei of Survey and Settlement 
oliiugea Winch aie Imperial 

3.87.820 

6,05,000 ' 

6,68,000 

I 

.'.,00,000 

Total daduetion 

7,38.016 

0,42,000 

1 0,10,000 

1 .37,88,000 1 

(tl Net amount divisible between Imperial and 
Provincial .. 

2,80,43,011 

2,82,04.000 

2,83,90,000 

3.66,23.000 ] 

pi) Provincial nhare of above (one-fourth Iu 1004-06 
and I'lOl-O*)) and (oim-half in I0i»«)-ti7) 

70, 10.003 

70,73,000 

70,1)7,000 

i ’1 

1 1,28,11,000 

(ii) Add peieentage mi collecliotiR (rom Governuient 
Uhtatoa aa lU (8) alxivn 

3,61,080 

3,87,000 

8,66.000 

82,38.000 1 

Not 

A id on ai'oount of adjuitmenla lu ahowa below 

7^1.992 

40.48,704 

74,00,000 

811.35,000 

74.82.000 

93.40.000 

1,00,40,000 

10,02,000 

Total Itengnl 
Eaaterii Itungal 

1.28,10,780 
83,33.0 le 

l,»0,t).5,<M)0 

33,10,000 

1.68,01,000 

10,56,000 

1,70,61,000 j 

Grand Total (Provincial uliaie) .. 

1.60.44, 7(r2 

1,94,11.000 

1,78,50,000 

1,70.51,000 1 


iiiHiiv I'Miiti'm navu uewn mnut 

Mindly Provinolal in th» new 
Hottleoient 


hiilt under tUe new lettlv- 


Adjudments- 


Oont«ll>uii(m Irooi Impmel t<) Provincial— 

Plied adjuHtiug euliy under the new ProTin- 
clal Boltli'tueni 

OonirUmlion on account of the C.inloament 
MnUlsliniie’ii siiliiritw, oalaldiBhmi'Ut, Ac 
OoutriboUou tor Sikkim Pulicei .. I 

Ditto for tliH proMorvatiou of ancient 

iiianuioiiiita .. ... .. ' 

Conti ilmtiou for Moutiincnta ann Autiqintioi . 
Ditto on account of Improvuinout of the 
Grant tor the Iniprovcmcnt of the Port of 
Chviuwona . ... 

AsaJKiinieiit for Police roorganliation 
Ditto for Primary Education 

Ditto lor Teolmlcal Do 

Ditto for granta-ln-aid to Dmtrlct Boanla 

Ditto for the dm elopiucat Affricultural and 

Veterinary Departnieuta 

Contribution for granta to the Diiivorally and 

pTivato ColleKea ... 

For anrplua of the 16 dlatricta tranaferrod to 
Raatern Bengal and Aaaam (rom lOlh October 
1906 to 81ft March ItWtS ... ... 

t'outribntlon lor eiceaa of expenditure over 
reueinla in the tranaforred area— in Bamhalpar 
from iCth October Uil)5 to 8lit March llKW 
Contribution lor luiprovonionia of Dalhousic 

ronD^buticn for Cantonment Police 
(Jontrlhulion equivalent U) Patwari Oea* in 
Sambalpnr 


Conlrtbution from Provincial to , 

Adiustinent of the coat of Mr. N. O. Mukerji a 
depututkni to the Ontral Provlnoea to enquire 

into the tu'iRpr adk mduatry ... 

Comrihutlon towaidR Baj Kumar College ... 

Contribution Irom Provincial in oonnectlon 
with the uanaler of the roaintenanoe of the 
HUiguri-Tee>ta Bridge Road to the MlliUry 

Oou^nbhti'on^ for "the iranaler of the Stamp au'd 
Stationery OtRcc . "• . 

, Contribution for rediatrlbutlon of chargee under 

“Aa ignmenteandOowpoui^W.” 

Balanoo of the xaiiiiiidarl akk Bund Uunifernad 
to Imperial on the abolition ot the Fund, a 
eorroapundiog credit having been afinrded to 
Pl^kuclal under contribution Irom iiooal ... 

Total ... 

iT 


40,08,000 

49,08,000 

49,08.000 

6,79.0 OC 

*6.080 



29,000 

6.000 

16,000 

6.000 

16,000 

6,000 

16,000 



4,81 ,000 

12.00, tW 

10.00. 000 

12.60,000 

libo.Doo 

10,00.000 

12,6 U '000 

4,(8), 000 

**36,000 



3,5(1,000 


2,00,000 


1,10.000 

1,60,000 



6,01,000 




01,000 



• 

1,38,013) 

10,000 





SC.UOO 

61,39.080 

88,06,000 

00,34,000 

18.22.090 



• 


2.286 

2,000 

2,000 

"*2,000 


60,000 



r, ... 

1,26.000 

[ 1.68,000 

1,06,000 


..... 


I,l6.<d0 

.uw 





2.20.000 

1,80, 286 

1,70,000 

ft, 80,000 

2.aoi«oo 


86,U,M0 

M.40,000 

lSkO£,000 
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Biadi. 

100545. 

1 IMO-OO. 

190647. 


1 Aotnala. 

Banetkined 

Betimaie. 

Rat lead. 

Budget. 


• 

8 

1 * 

4 

‘ 

0 

Sale of ffanertl ttaupe 

Ra. 

36.07,6^8 

Ra. 

57,00,000 

Rt. 

37,88,000 

K(. 

58.60,000 

The reviaed and budget in- 
elude Ra. I,78,0il0 and 

Ra. 4,70,000 (or ahare of the 
aale.prooeeda of tho unifiwl 
aUmp. 

Do. of fourt-fer Htamp* 

Do of pUm pnpt*r to bi* u«ed « ith oourl-fct' itamps 
Duty on lmprt«tiiLg dut-uaieutb ... 

oa.t-o.ooo 

1.7S otto 
1.80,I,WI 

98,46,00(1 

1,77.000 

26,000 

1.00,22,000 

1,80,000 

1.60,000 

1,02,50,000 

1,80.000 

1,61,000 

The budget allowa (or normal 
increawi of reoelpta. 

The inoreaae in the revlaed 
IB due to apeolal reoeipta 
in Oaleutta on account 
of duty on einhoi>aing one- 
anna reeotut and cheque 
Btampe. and larger rK-eipla 
under duly on uoalamped oi 
inaufhclently ataiuped docn 
menla. 

Thedepreano m the reviaed la 
for ainaller ri>ceipta ou 
account of oompnaltlnn duty. 

Finn mod peoaltiM 

Miscelkaaoua 

18.000 

30,000 

s- 

1! 

18,000 

42.000 

19.000 

61.000 

, Total 

Eattam Bengal 

1,36,03,882 

73,56.820 

1,38,06.000 

75,06,000 

1,42,00,000 ; 
40,58,000 1 

1,46,00,000 

The reviaed eatlmate la baH<a 
on 11 inontha* uctuala. 

QaanD ToTAt 

2,08,00,708 

2,14,00,000 

1,88,62,000 1 

1,45,00,000 


Provinnal ehara (one-half) 

1.04,30,864 

«k07, 00,000 

01.26.000 j 

72,60,000 





I.ttjwae and thalillery loea and duties (or the talc of 
|»rB and druga— 

ii^lM-cign liquoTii 

Hdian-made liquora e xclaed at (ariK rates 

2 , 52,832 

8 . 12,222 

2 . 58,090 
8 . 71,000 

5 . 90.000 

8 . 60.000 

3 . 50.000 

8 . 70.000 

Tfiilflfy ipiritA^ 







^y&illery .... 

12 . 86.958 




r^Cbend duty 

80 , 00.769 
2 . 3 . 42 , 81 6 

[ 78 , 08 , 00(1 

80 , 70,000 

82 , 80,000 

j(H|||ilaiieouB 

1 , 08*907 

) 




10 . 60,4911 

11 , 72,000 

11 , 80,000 

12 , 00,000 

OtiinnyHl IM preparation 

5 , 65.462 

6 , 93,000 

»,« 0.000 

( 1 , 00,000 1 

Ulber gau]a, bhang, Ac 

12 , 08 . 24.3 

12 , 0 U, 0 INI 

12 , 70.000 

12 , 80,000 

m Total ... 

1 . 12 . 32 . 49 B 

1 . 15 , 11,000 

1 , 22 , 80,000 

1 , 26 . 80,000 

Gam on Ip^procceda of Fteiae opium 

15 . 28.741 

1 * 1 , 50 . 00(1 

16 , 75.000 

16 , 36,000 

Duly on j|&a ... 

Kine». cuiippatioDS and miaoellaneoua 

12 , 00,096 

13 , 18,000 

13 . 78.000 

14 , 65,000 

U.tKbJ 

14,000 

20.000 

20,000 

' '“ft 

Total 

1 , 40 , 69,146 

1 . 44 , 119 , 001 ) 

1 , 52 , 50,000 

1 , 57 , 00,000 

1 ® . Raatern Bengal 

27 , 21.118 

28 , 61,000 

15 , 88,000 

V^;' Qeawd Total 

•'4 

1 , 67 , 90,284 

1 . 73 , 60,000 

1 , 68 , 38,000 

1 , 67 . 00,000 

Frovincial tWe tB«veD>s 1 ilRentbB in 1904.05 and 

75 , 46.749 

76 . 91.000 

73 , 67,000 

78 , 60,000 

imJM and l^ half in 120647 .) 



Derrease in rpvii(<(l In eapa* 
I'ially in Mldnapur owlnn to 
tlin intrfHiuoiion of contruca 
(llstHlfry 


Dndgct framed with refernica 
to propireiaiTo mor«3aM of 
roreuuu. 


* ^ 


r/.— Provtticial Pates — 


Public Work! (mb ... ... m. 

36,20,387 

86.W.600 

36,68,000 

$6,90,000 

I Budget providai (or normal 

1 growth ut revenue. 

Gaaafal rataa (or tUa managament of pnrata estatoa 

1,23,666 

1.28.400 

1.25,000 

1,80,000 

ToUl 
laatam Bengal 

86.43,992 

16,69,971 

30.91.000 

16.45.000 

86.93,000 

7,87,000 

87,20,000 


OtAVo Total 

32,03,964 

03,84.000 1 

44,80,000 

1 

37,10,000 j 

1 
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Tasiet — 


iftOi-mfi. 

1903<1906. 

1906.1907. 

Actual!. 

Banctioned 

entimata. 

Revised. 

Budget. 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Ra. 

Hi. 

Ra. 

He. 

3.95,362 

4,27,400 

4.10,000 

4,10,000 

10,692 

16,600 

14,000 

14,000 

64,087 

3,452 

86,400 

4,itOJ 

64,000 

6,000 

64.000 

4,000 

93.716 

87,7».6i)6 

e.4«] 

7.496 

11 11 

PO.OIM) 

30,59,OtK) 

11,000 

7,000 

94.000 

40.66,000 

11.000 
8,000 

43,53,880 

48.97,000 

4’'.,50,00() 

46,60,000 

C.70,870 

7,03,000 

3,80,000 


«),33,266 

61,00,000 

49,36,000 

j 46,60,000 

12,66,314 

12,76,000 

12.33,0t)0 

1 23,26,000 j 


JV*(jLictionii by Oovernment from laUriM and p^' 

nun*, Ac 

Dudurtiom by Oovemroent from mtereit on Oorern 

iramt aecurll iea 

]>«ductioni from Mlariea, Ac., paid by local autho 

ritlua or coinpaniaa 

Daduetiona from proQta of Railway Oomnanieii 
iucuinadax on aeoaritiaa of local autbontien or com- 
fwniea 

Ordinary ooUeotlons 

VcnalticM 

MUoallaneoua 


EaHtmt Henfcal .m ... 
GnaRii Totai 


Provtaclal Hharo (ono-fourtb in 19044)0 and IDOA-Ofl 
and one-half m 19(M14J7) 


The buduet provide* for an 
increase of onw lakli over 
revised ID view of proirretiHlTe 
grow ill. 


IX, — Forettia — 


Timber and other produce romovwl from tbo foreita 

1,26,488 

1,60,700 

97,300 

98,000 j 

The decrease in the reviser 

Timber and ether produce removed from tho foreali 

7,17,616 

7,14,000 

8,26,500 

8,01,000 

due to sniuTer receipts fi 
tiie aulu, of timber 

The Increase in the revise 

Or.nfiicntml drift and waif-wond 

1,328 

3.300 

.8,800 

3.8t8) j 

partly in t lie Tlarjeellng J 
sion from sale of llrewooi 
(baKoiii and partly u 
Kurseong, Sitiglibhum, 
Angiil Divinons from * 
timbet and iilsc fron 
incluMioii of rcieiptF 
8ambttl|iut (Kb 6,200' 

MiNtiellaiiBuua 

36,623 

30,111)0 

34,000 

81.HIK) 1 


ToUtl .. 

8,80,906 

8,98,000 

9,60,000 

lO.OO.flOe ' 


Eaitorn Bongttl j 

2.86.867 

3.02,000 

1,26,000 

.. 


(iKisnToiAL ... ' 

11,67,472 

12,00,(K)0 

10,80.000 

10,00,000 


Pi ovinoial liitre (ene-Iourlb m 1001-06 and li)064Nt 



2,72,000 

6,00,OtHi 

1 

and une.haU In 1(>06-(I7) 

j 2,91,968 

1 3,00,000 





X — RegiHtration — 


Fees for rcgisteilug dot'uiiieiiOi .. 

9, 13,940 

9,06.000 

1 9,86,000 j 

9,70,000 Tiie leeelittB me not pxpedi'd 
tu b < liN nigb as in lOOJ.OO 

1 ecB lor copies of registered documouti 

2<1.310 

19,000 j 

28,000 1 

28.000 

Misoellaiieous ... 

48,011 

88,000 j 

60,000 

62,000 

Total 

10,18,261 

10,22.000 

10,0'I,(KKI 

10,60,^*) ; Ueviscd Im ed on (hi’SCtints 

1 of the III St e’even uienths lI 

1 the cun ent year. 

l!.ttKtoru Bcugiil . 

i 6,7l.:f49 

6,74,00(1 

8,08,000 

Gkano TOIA) 

j 16,89,610 

1 

17.00,001) 

14,32,000 

1 io,6n,uuo 


XJl. — Jutcresf — 


(latt 1,— Interest on advances ID cult ivutors— ' 





On advances to cultivutois uudei Land 
Improvemonf Leans Act 
f)n advances to cultivators under Agri- 

16,814 

]• 58,000 

42,000 

73,000 

rnltunsts' Leans Act, XXII of ihhi 
//.—I nterest on advances under Biwclal Loans— 
On drainage and euibankiuenl ud- 
▼ances ... ... 

19.510 

.86.7.32 

65,000 

40.000 

CO.OOfi 

^ //r_lnterest oil lontiH to landholders, Ac 

1,089 

1,000 

8.000 

11,000 

/y.— Interest on loans to Municipal nml olliei 1 
public I'orpoiatloiiH (excluding ITesi* i 
denev Oorpoiatioii) . i 

1.39,126 

1,48.000 

1.4l,0e0 

1 ,46 000 

interesl ou Government seeurltieB 

(.421 

6,000 

V.OOO 

7,000 

Miscellaneous— .... 

Interoit on airenm of public works <'«8 h 

.87.860 

87,000 

.87,000 

38,000 

„ on the capital cost of His 
Honour Uie J.l«utenaat-CK>votuor‘s 
bouse. Ac. . . • ... 

143 

1,200 


1 

1 ... 

Other ilcwa 

3,087 

3,500 

4,OCO 

2(»,C'O0 

Interest on rniuinJari embank raetil re- 
covet les, Ac. ... 

2.632 

1.300 

.8,0(10 

1 

i 8,000 1 

Total hfisoallani'oue 

43,428 

43.()0(l 

44,000 

61,000 j 

Tolnl 

2.62.720 

3,11,000 

2,82,00(1 

1 8,»J7.0.iO 

Kailern Bengal 

22,981 

24,000 

9,000 


Gramv TorAt 

1,86,701 

1 

8,86,000 

2,91,000 

1 8,67,000 1 


Romm*( 1 Itaiedon the out 
Nlituding rica& balnnceti. 

■ The imiiurtto l8 based on the 
amount ol intoroit due lu-it 
^ear on the existing loans 
utd on tlie probable amount 
of ndvuiJctH eititnatcd to ba 
J imub in that year 


Biiilgot inclu ie* recelp** trem 
Iniirie' on ilat»nnt tire* of 
I’olite 'tuDorsnuiiatioii Fund 


! Blateiimi fir 13 i 0 $- 07 . 6 f 

XTlA.^Lmt aitd «/ Lnt— 



1BU4.190S. 

1M6-10OC. 

190B.1807. 

Aetna la. 

Banettonad 

estimate. 

&«viaad. 

Budget. 

1 

t 

8 

4 

8 

^I«-prr)oaed» ot unclaimed and oicheated property 
Oouri-feo* realised In oaih ... 

Bn. 

84.828 

Ra. 

80.000 

88.000 

Hr. 

1)0,tlU(l 

81,000 

Hi. 

18,000 

«,000 

Qonoral teei, flues and Jorfeitnrit 


4.78.10O 

4,51.000 

4,75,000 

Plaadanhip examination foea 

Iftiscellaneoui fees and Qn«i .» — 

UiioeUaneoua 

23, $85 

I.IIOH 

15.0SS 

32.800 
1.000 
17,700 , 

; 26,000 

1,000 

1 15,000 

25,000 

1,000 

li.owt 

Total 

8,61,378 

8,78,000 j 

I 6.40,000 

5,00,000 

Eaiiem Bengal 

2,38.086 

1 8.39 Ot.0 j 

1,87,000 


GiuBP Total 

7,08,061 

1 8,14.000 1 

0,77,000 

6,00,000 


OlMAKKt. 




The derrMte in reriied ii for 
■mailer kxoeiptt from Rmln*! 
fe«i. 

Eeviaed and bodcrt Inolude 
htitMi for prerontioa of oniel* 
ty to animal lormerljr 
credilnl under i*oliee, hut 
the incroafto on thii account 
IN mure than counterbalanced 
by «mallor receipt! front Other 
maKliterla) iloee. 


Bndi^t follows the revlaed 
and the actuals ol 1DU4-19VA. 


XV 1 B.—Juil>— 


J. 


~ 



Jaili » ... M. ... - 1 

Jail manutacturei 

19,080 

12.11,437 

19,000 

18,31,000 

80,000 

18,40.0(10 

20,000 

12,80,000 

Total 

18,81.117 

12,60,000 

18,60,000 

12.50,000 

Eastern Bengal . 

1,5.5,505 

1,60,000 

89, (HM) 


« Grawp Total 

13,98.712 

14,00,000 

13,29,000 

ia,60,0(K) 


The budftet In baled on the 
tiurmni ret'oipts ol the pie- 
ceding foui years. The re- 
vised Is based oil the HOI mill 
of IS moiiihi ondniK Jauuary 
UK)6. 


XVII-Potice- 


Police supplied to Municipal, Cantonment and Town 
Funds 

10,259 

10,000 

8,000 


•Police mppHod to Piibllo Departments, private 

nniopanles and persons 

Premdoncy Police 

85,940 

1,00,780 

36,000 

1,06.000 

82,000 

60,1100 

86,000 

1,10,000 

Recoveries on account of village police 

Feci, Flm*aaud Foifeituros 

Cash rcoelpti under the Arms 4 (3l 

MUc«llaneoui m. •" 

443 

88,950 

.34 

4.800 

1,000 

86,000 

6,000 

1,000 

£7,000 

8,000 

1.000 

88,000 

6.000 

Total 

Eastern Bengal .. 

1,68,018 

19,1n9 

1,94.000 

10,0oo 

1,80,000 

e.otHi 

1,07,000 

Gka5i> Total 

1.98.2U5 

! 8.00.000 

1,30,000 j 

1 1,07,000 


So roopveriCN are mado for 
Cantonment 1‘olioe from 1st 
April itH'5. The reviled in- 
cludri Hi Mrs 

Tlie deoreaie In tlin revir d lud 
budget IN due tonncndit hav- 
ing appeal ed ou aecowiit of fiDia 
for prevention of cruelly to 
aniniuU. Hmallcr realiKutions 
of foe», flnei and forfeilun‘8 
lie antielpiited tn inoc.iiiwt 
while the budget prnvldw for 
nonnitl recolpU on theae ac- 
counts. If includes Hs. SS.OOO 
foi tines imposed on Ipollco 
force whicli were hithitrto 
credited to the Folice Bupur- 
aunuation Fund. 


XVIII>—‘^arme— 


Bale-proceeds of veiseli and stores ... 

B^glitratlon and other fees 

i 

76,171 

18,000 

76,000 

76,000 

S.OUO 

10,000 

The budget for 1906-00 

included proviiion fop the 
aale-proooedi of the Pilot 
V’pMiel Sunutati which ii now 
being converted into a light- 
ihi|i before Iwing madi OYer 
to the Fort of Ohittagong. 

Increased provision made in 
view of the progremive in. 
creaie. 

r Calcutta 

13.38.090 

11,80.000 

14,81,000 

14,90,000 


Pilotage receipts j 

• C Bnlarore ... 

Lead -money for VolunUeri (Calcutta) 

i 

86 

16,170 

14,000 

“19.000 

100 

16 000 


Total Pilotage Beoeipti 

13,54,215 

' 11,44,000 

14,994)00 

14,96.100 


IflKsellaocons— 

jJeductioni Coy meis-money ... ... ... 

rontribullon to Llle-boal eitablishment, Goalnndo | 
Marine Survey - - 

MbMltome^ receipt! ol the 8hippifl« otflee 

of taltnd’"vcsieli under Act 
VI of ISM 

iiSili g 

13,800 

88,000 

1 17,800 

14.000 j 

86.000 
r y.bw 

1 6,000 1 

j 6,000 

L e,Of.o 

14,000 

"aiiiooo 

7,000 

0,000 

5,900 


Total Mieoellaotoai 

M,267 

08,300 

75,000 

70,900 


Total 

Saltern Bmgii ... 

U9«,663 

P.710 

13,05,100 

19,700 

10,U).000 

14,000 

16^60,000 


QxASO Totai ... j 

iB»n,sa 

18,Xft/»0 

1«,M,000 

10,80,000 
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« 

XIZ^^Education — ' • 



1004.1000. 

1005-1 W«, 

1906.1907. 



Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

j Revised. 

Budget. 


1 

t 

8 

4 

5 

1 * 

rOeuAral 

Vatw, Oovcrnniont Oollcgu •..‘j* 

1 ProfoMlonftI 

Pwii, Qnvemmont School! ... 

Contrthiition)) from Nktire Btatei, privitto person! 

ftiid Miinw'ipkhlWMi 

J nconio Irom endowueots 

MlSCdlltHliOtll 

Ra. 

1,81.040 

Rs. 

1,08,000 

Ra. 

l,82.'JOO 

Rs. 

1,82,000 

1 

4h.80S 

8.RIH 

14,W13 

03,710 

, 4C.70O 

1 2,04. 0.'O) 

j 8,000 

. 0,300 

1 2,8<W 

1 1*3,180 

48.000 
2,Bl,«tKl 

11.000 

8.000 

l.(8KJ 

90,000 

48,000 

1,04,600 

9.000 

6.000 

1 8,000 
1,27,000 

The increase x for larger 
receipts from rent of boardliig- 
hoiiaea 

Total 

5,78,t|4<! 

! 0,12,410 

C.10,000 1 

j 0,40,000 

Bndaei baaed on actnals in- 
rinding mcelpta from SambaU 

ICaitero Uongal 

1,40.022 

; 7, 67.05*0 

77,000 

j I 

pur 

GBiXD Totai 

7,27.008 

[ 7,70,000 

j C.87,000 

1 (1,40,000 

I 

XX. — Medical— 






Hedlc!) Kchool and (.'ollonto Ices 

Hospital recclpU (rt'ccipis from payinit patlcnU) 

Liinulic Asylum mh clptH 

GontrlhiiDuni (fiotii MunicipalUit's lutd private 
VH'rsoni) 

Misu'llancou ‘1 

J 1 

S8.0.17 

1.10.02U 

I 20,718 

48,5M 

54,00(1 

1,08,000 

17,00(1 

2,40,000 

1 

^ c.ooo 

1 Bl.nOfl 

1 1,«0.0(HI 

j 20,000 

8.50,000 

10,000 

64.000 
l,Si(,00<i 

20.000 

48,000 

8,000 

The revised incliides contnbu- 
tinn of two lakhs from the 
lIospUaTl’oit Hues Fund to*, 
wards the yrestdeney General ' 
Hospital and Rs. 90,000 idiot- 
ted Roiul HighnsM 

the Mneo of Wales tor the 
Medical College Hospital out 
ot llie donation of one lakh 

Total 

liastcrn Bonaal 

2,«*.:W7 i 
0,4811 ; 

4,31,000 

(>,0<K) 

6.4«.0OO 

.1,0(8) 

2.(iO,0(M) 

made hv (he Maharaja 'of 
Haibhanga on the occasion 
or tlie lUijal viiit In 

(JitAM) Total 

2,02.870 1 

1 

4,37,000 

0,40, 1)00 

2,60,000 j 

Calcutta. 

XXI. — Self n/i fir and other Minor Departmenti 

K — 




Bolaitical unfl other tmlthc itnnlon receipts 
Velcrliiar.v and hIhIIioii ieciii|>ln 

2.7».'t 

24.143 

2 800 
10,000 

8,000 1 
24,000 1 

3,000 ^ 
25,000 

Estimate based on actiuils 

Cinchona planlotinti 

2.24, 2»8 

2,02,000 

2,22,000 

2,30,000 

The Increase in the revised Is 
duo to laritor sale of sulphate 
of qiimiiie liarsar reoeipis 
are also anticipated In neit 
yoai . 

Aeoelpli on acrotmt of ciptTinietttal caltlratiou .. 

Rmnrratioii fws ... 

KAUnillltttinll ((< 0 ! 

lUisccllaueoiiN ... .„ 

7.17 

21,018 

1123 

200 

31,000 

.1.840 

1,000 

27.000 

1,000 

2,000 

27,000 

l.tHHl 

Kstimate includes Its 1,606 
foi Cuttack and Rs 600 tor 
Sambalpui 

Total 

Kslcrn llcngal 

2,74,i-'>4 

4.17 

2,03,840 

l.lOO 

1,78,000 

2,04,000 


(iRANli TOTII 

2.71.801 

2.57, 0<8‘ 

2.78,000 

2, '.14,000 



XXIl.--^liecetpU in an/ oj Supfiranuuation — 


Family itihscripfioiis of Native members of (he 
Covenanted Civil Serviue 

Conti Ibiitions foi pensions and griitiiities'— 

Coinn bill Ions of officers lent to torelun sorvlee of 
the lirst and second kind 

Coiitrihutinns of peisuns eiupluyed in the 
establislimerif for the maiiagummit of pnvate 
estates under Aot X of 18!*2 

Refund of Gratuities . . 

Leduolunis iui Marine renvioii Fund 

1,018 

35,210 

10,988 

.133 

11,576 

^ 1,400 

40.000 

10.000 

ioVooo 

2,000 

1 40,000 
12.000 

1,000 

r 35,000 

L 8,400 

i’i'ooo 

Estimate baaed on (he aotnal 
demands according to the 
iwegisti'r in the Aocountant* 
General’! olllee. 

Total 

69.730 

07,400 

00,000 

67,000 

Revised bated on the actual! 
of tint nine tMunthi of 1908 - 

Eastern Bengal 

7,823 

6,601) 

6,000 


1900. 

(.RANH Total 

67,063 

73,000 

66,000 

67,000 



XXII I . — stationery and Printing — 


(Hitionsry receipt! 

807 


1,000 

1,000 


Kale! of t lafsttes and othei publications ... 

04,468 

90,470 

94,000 

88,800 


Other Pi es! reoeipta 

80.669 

30,030 

62,000 

39,800 


Total 

1,31,884 

1.27,400 

1,87,000 

1,29,000 

Rndgst ftillow! the revlMid 

Eisten B(NiBa1 

14,031 

12,000 

8,000 


whiuli is based on the aotoali 
of tint nine DonUii of nr* 
rent year, 

Gjuy]> Totai, 

1,46,8(1« 

1,40,0M~ 

~Tm,ooo 

1,89,000 




Fimmeitl Statfumt far 190$-07. 69 

XE r.— 


Bbam. 


UoeUlaMd depoaiu .. 


TriMiirn tr-~~ 

iatoifrooedli of Durb«r prewnU 


g»l« ol old itOTM and n)at«riaU 

Rala of land* and houawM, «tc. - ... „ • , , — , 

Ooatribatloa for Oovernmont anditH of UunKipai 
ffift Kiotuded Local Fundi acoottuti 


IRonta 

MuoallanMXu 1ms, flnei, and (oTfeitnr^s 
OontdboUoDH 


Misc«Uanftous-> 

Foofl and llnm or tt»>vpnu.^ Courts . ... . 

ReooTarlci of Law chargM other than those In 

pauper suits . • “ 

Value of mathematical itfirc* returned 

Sundry receiptih- Otrcult-houac . ... ... 

Mtsoellanrous rera.pla mi account of Public 
\^'orki Oei*s under A<‘t IX ol iKHo (H 
MiaoBllaneoui receipts on account of Govorniuent 

Mananoment ot VVaids ciiates 

gale*procceds of treei ou lea-lauds . 

Sale of elephnuU 

Other itetns 


Total MUoellaneoua 

Total 
Kasteru BeuKal 

G11A5P Totai 


1904-1M5 

i90ft-i»oa. 

J9Oa.lB0T. 

&BM4BK0. 

Aotuala 

Banctimed j 

(Mtimate. | 

Bevised. | 

: Budget, 

1 

t 1 

• i 

4 j 

* 

6 

Rs. 

&a. 

Es 1 

Rs. 

Bstimatc hasiH) on the amonut 

3.93,041 

4,7d.U00 

3.SO.OOO j 

5,71,000 

118 

1 


likely to lapse next year. 

a,6»8 

8,700 

2.000 J 

•Vwo 

) 

«.ia8 

' ia,ft00 

6.000 

0,000 

V Estimate bast^ on actuals. 

— a,68l> : 



j 


vi.esr 

1 82,000 

57,000 

1 61,000 

Fstimaie includes the Mti* 


! 12,000 

18,000 

20,000 

mated fees lor local audit at 
Cantonment Kunda. 

i 4.8S2 

1 lO.ono 

1 7.(KW 

.3.000 


; 

1 23.400 


2(1 .0(M) 


j W.506 

83.000 j 

40.000 

60,000 



H.OOO 1 

1 10.000 

1 2i),((00 



om* 

, 1 ,01M» 

6(H) 


, 018 

400 1 

6(H) 


j 33 

j .... 



1 a.(*oo 

i 


1 20.t>iO 

20,000 

1 yi.)(H> 

1 

i,o«,4a» 

j H5,.')00 

80, Out) 

04,000 


6,0»,fi84 

1 6.80.000 

3,30.0(10 

6.7)1.000 

j 

i.us.atfl 

1 s, 2 t*.o 0 n 

.SO.OlK) 



1 7 ,Ul,oao 

j lO.OO.OOO 

6,03,000 

6, 7(1,000 

i 


XXIX. — Major Workg — (Direct Reonph ) — 


Oriasa Canals ... 
Miduapore C^nal 
Hijili Tidal Canal 
Bone Canals 


3,88.fi0() 

2,06.216 

4.3,843 

14.06.H10 

1 

4.16,000 ] 
, l,v:t,())») 1 

! 48.00(1 

13,60.000 

.. ... 

4.0. 1.))(H) 

3.00. 00)1 
f.S,(')M» 

114.34,000 

4,46.)MH) 

l,‘'4,O0() 

62.000 

13,K0.()(M) 


20.46,167 

20,00,000 

i 

21.60,000 { 

30,72,000 

The Increase in i ho revised 
1" duo to larger receipts 
nniloi wnfoi rales from the 
OriHstt and Sunn Cii mils and 
also undei iiuviRatinij from 
all the canalH Kiicli large 
mrrenso is not cii»cpI(hI In 
mul yi*nt. 


XXX . — Minor Worke and Naidgaiiou 


In 0 a ABO E oyTHKPt’DLic Works 1)ki*ai(Tmi'ht 1 
(Irngstion and Navigation IVorks ) 

Works foi which Capiiuland llcunmc acrounti arc 
kopt- 

Orissa Coast Canal ... ... 

Haran OanalH 

Calcutta and Eastern Canals 

• 

Total 

Works for which only Revenue accounti are lii-pt — 

Madia Rivori 

Qaighatta and Buxi Khal 

Total 

32,211) 

0H3 

6,28.136 

82 (Hid 1 
6(1) 
4.01,000 

:i 2 ,o«o 

1 (MMI 

6,11, (WO 

.32.000 

1,0(H) 

4,83,000 

Till' liicicHSc in the revised is 
chiiflv undnr riHviKHtmn re 
Cfip)K. It js doubtful whether 
Ilii-Mc riv'clpts diinng 1000 
1907 will kerp np to the 
h'vcl of the enr ent year, 
iind hence a lower figure has 
been taken. 

6,61,000 

6.2:1,00(1 6,44,000 [ 

6,ld,0uti 

88,412 

6,700 

H0.(H)O 

4.600 

80,600 

4,500 

8'), 6(1(1 

4 6()U 

1 (10,112 

84,600 

94,000 

94.000 j 


acoounts are kept— 

Kd«n Canal 

Teiir ,, 

Suiarcane rrlgalion In Behar 

Total 

Total irrigation and Navigation 'Worki 
(Agricultural Works.) 

Works lor which neither Capital nor B«vonue 
aoootttits are kept- 

Qovemment emnankinenis 

Takavl erabankmeuts under contract 

24,658 

270 

29,8<K) 

200 

23,700 

300 

28,000 

1,000 

6,000 


2t,0U 

80,000 

24,(K10 

20,000 

0,81,080 

0,38,000 

6,«2,0()0 

6,.Ui,lX)0 

10,619 

4,44« 

9.000 

3.000 

12,000 

6,000 

10,000 

6,000 

Total Agricnltural Works 

Total In charge of the Public Works Department .» 
1> OBABOI ox TUI Omi. Depautxkht. 

Baooxeriee on aoconnt of lands benefllcd by em- 
bsmkmenU ... ... ... •. 

Aaoorerim on aooount of cnpitallum nialnlonance 
oliarffes of the RAjapur drainage system 

Total in ohana of the Oiril Department 
* Qbavd Total 

20,068 

12,000 

18,000 

16,000 

Estimate based on actnali. 

sc 

7,01.164 

0.60,000 

6.80,000 

^66,000 

1,28,810 

14.017 

l,WJ.0On 

22,000 

1,14,000 

14,000 

1,12,000 

14,000 

1.42,888 

liiF.ooo 

1,28,000 

1,20,000 

1 8.41,007 

7,78,000 

foMOO 

7^^81,000 


,60 Th) B 0 ag<U linar.eial SttiemMt f<nf 190S't>7, 

XXXII^Oitil WorU— 


UlAb*. 

!M4>1B06. 

I9U6-10M, 

ISOMIHli?, 

♦ 

Actual!. 

Saaolionod 

eatimate. 

fteTi!«d. 

Budget. 


1 

S 

» 

4 

6 

6 

In CKaMB 0 » top I't BLIO W 0 IIK 8 PlPAKrilBNT. 

iRa. 

£«, 

Ul. 

iU. 




S.II0.S93 

2,W),000 

2,08,000 

8,84.000 

Thedecmeeia the raTkcdie 
due to profit! on stock erro* 
neouiiT credited to Rorenno 
m 1M4-1(N>6 having besa 
written back to works in pro* 
greS! IQ 10O6-10O6. 

i 

1« oaiaai of tdi Citil Dbpaitubiit. 





1 

Tsui od (antei «. 

1,75,312 

1,74.800 

1,09,000 

1,80,000 


CamaUiry raoelpta .» ^ 

iMMieipti from Htii,(iuK bururttlow* und enrnnipinK 

1,350 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 


UrnuiviU 

7.116 

0,400 

0,000 

8,015 


Total 

l.»S,777 

1,81,700 

1,70,(K»0 

1,80,000 


EitUirn BctiKul 

115,160 

60.800 

20,0(i0 


Total m lOiarKo of ih« Civil Dopnrtnumt 

2.4H,IU3 

2,41,000 

2,05,000 

1,80,000 


iiiLkWn T 01 AI. 

c,3ti,sao 

6.81.000 

4,07,000 

4,63,000 



APPENDIX B. 

BmigtM Provineial Expe»diUr$f in detail, tf mnar Kead$. 

[The fifoiw ia oelomni 4 and 5 are ihoie aeeepted by the GoTemmeat of ladia*] 

The remarks in oolomn 6, except wheu etherise specially explained, refer to dilFerenon 
between oolnmns 3 and fi. The figures in column 4 against Kaatem ^ngtl represent the 
aotuals of the first six months-and-a-half in the distriots transferred to Eestem Bengal and 
Assam. 



i.— JKtf/tfmff anJ Drawbacki — 


i;am 

1904.1006. 

1905.1006. 

1908.1907. 


Hiads. 


Sanctioned 

Estiiuato. 



Aotaals 

R«)via«d. 

Budget. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

9 


Ba. 

Rs. 

B«. 

Bs. 


[iMd ReveBae ... 

8,747 

12,600 

8.000 

20,000 

Provincial share raisrd from 





one-tuuitli to one.hal( under 
the new settlement with 


ITuT;" r. ;;; :: 

SwfwiBd T»xm ... ». 

lomt ... _ 

Fro»inol*l RaUi ... ■« 

aagulratlon ... .m ... 

ror roB&dina 

«6,168 

77,0(81 

74,000 

62,000 

effect from 1000.1O07 

7,flMi 

4,300 

10,000 

9,0110 

12,000 

1,500 

8.000 

2,600 

) 

237 
A 187 
2.1«6 

ij... 

um 

4.000 

1.000 
8.0)0 
4,000 

> Ditto ditto. 

ToUl 

oo.ooa 

1,14,000 

i,09.no« 

1.16,000 

Based on aotaals. 

Butflrn Bensal ... 

24,180 

21,000 

13,000 



ObAVP TOTAt 

1,23,273 

1,35,000 

1,92,^10 

1,15,000 


S.—Anaignmenti and Compeuaatiom — 

yeniloa In lUu of reiumod lands 



6.000 

fl.OOO 

Thepalimate lOcliniea proviaicn 
tor ncn»ion to the Monlhnrl 
fatnllvaKthfl ri'fiilt of won. 
promivc In « veruement cai* 






ID the Doxnln.i.koh 

Xallkana ... - 

l.l4.8.^4 

1.2.1,000 

1,40,000 

1,80,001) 


Total ... 

1,14,864 

1,V8,0«0 

80.000 

1,46,000 

1,00,000 

The Jjand Revenne romnenis. 
lions have liei-n divided In 

Eastern Bengal 

85.841 

27,<H»0 


the Name pnitiortlon aa the 
n-o) Ipiw miner thnt head with 
I'lTeci from 1st April 10(I6 i,e,, 
too I’rovinnal slisrn has been 
one roiirtli in 10115.08 and will 
be one-lirtlf In ll*0tl.u7. 

Geaip Total 

1,50, 8117 

1.62.000 

1.70,000 

1,00,01)0 

ProTindal share ... 

l,5".rtl>7 

1,01, 0<8» 

43,(K)0 

H3,(K)0 

S, — Land Retenue — 

OtoancM of DtslTlct Adrolnistrstiou- 

asnsrai KsUbllsbiiisnl .« 

20,43,740 

22,81,600 

21,03,000 

18,70,000 

The decrease In llie reviud 
IS due t)> non.mjhBOtinn n< 
the grant tor adiliiloual 
Depniv Maglatralns lind their 
eiiablishineut The hndgst 
Inchiilcs a mohiiy of Eu. 
1 , 80 , (HHl Wr aitditional Depuiy 
Magisliates and a moiety 

Rn. 28 ,iM)u (i)i pay of n uhiirrira 
and peons III Addilli nal l)e« 
pntv UagiktratiHi and tis. 
5(1.000 fiir grain compeusatiou 
allowance. 

SubdlTlslonal Bi^tabUshment 

02,068 

—21,444 

94.418 
— «.<HMI 

06.000 
— 2,0(HI 

08,000 

—-’,000 


Partition B»tabli»hi^nt ... 

1 20..1I8 

11.014 

1,31.894 

14.205 

1,24.000 

12,000 

l,.32.»(Mi 

04.000 

Budget tnchidfli Rs 50,oo0 for 
nou.iacifrrlDg Impruveiueuts. 


23.904 

91.088 

91,900 

28,000 


iwt 

Lnmp provision for Increassof pay of M Inistenal 
BsUbllshiBeot 

Total 

70.000 

8,80,000 




aiJ.10.907 

2(I,A105 

23.67,00(1 

80,80,()00 


Charf« on aceount of Ltnd Rerenue Collections .. 

UaaaKsraoot of Oavomment Estatas- 
^Sollactloo of lUvenite .« 

Ontlaj on improvemont* «• 

Dodoct probable savings 

1.107 

1.400 

1,000 

1,400 


2,41.870 

1.04.5-16 

2,15,818 

8,33,600 

2.45.000 

2.37.000 

} 4.17.000 



90, 0(8) 




Total 

4.00,450 

5,00,018 

4,82,000 

4,17,000 


■aivsT and Settlement— 

■ ^tronini^oe ”• 



■: 

ta Tmt^a^ on arcoant of Survey and 
*^al?#lrjfGoTernment temporarily sett tod 
gataws — *• *" “* 

ll.lli 

78,240 

1,02,NtU 

79,505 

70,643 

61,240 

18,».H» 

24,965 

1„’«.W)7 



16 5P0 
36.607 
48,058 
1,00,000 


15,000 





2,62,352 


2,01 143 


for rounding 


4148 


+ 1,146 


Total provincial 

3,42,4)16 

2.62.501 

8,00,000 



Land tooordsand Asricnltuw- 

assfssr ~ = ~ = 

M.008 

24.904 

60,800 

24,088 



27,000 
8,36, IMU 


Total 

8«,910 

74.983 

02,000 

2.92,000 

Bndiret tnelndes Bf. ],SJ, 01 « 
fur initial outlay In brnninw 

f Add tor roondlaif ... 


rz 


900 

up the recortto In Wmii 
led Rs. 89jOM lortS9 6«l%. 
tansboo Of tiKh l0o«.«A ia 

flniihnlfnr. 

ittuMD Tom 

3(1,70,939 


39,38,000 

8t,0t.000 

Baiton BaMal 

13,33,437 

12,19,304 




Total 

4t.PMft3 


M.18.000 

IMLOOO 




Th Wmmeial SktUmM fir [24th UUiGiKp 


6.^8tmpt'^ 


^ r „ * 

IMe-lMI. 

iMe-iMt. 1 

U06.1M7. 


Hjam. 

Aetoelt. ^ 

tanottoaed 

eetimata. 

Berieed. 

Bediel. 


1 

t 

t 

* I. 

6 

• 


Ba. 

Be. 

Ba. 

Ba. 


**^n»iiid^cyKx(ioutl»e H«UbUslim*n< .« 

DUtrlot EiteblUhm«iit ... «. 

le.aM 

6.4M 

8,600 

7,000 

7,000 

Iai|tartal from the M 

Volftl 

Bfi.an 

6,000 

7.000 

7.600 

I 

Ohanr** *<>»■ the lale of (et»ni1 ttamp^ 

DItcount on mI« of ODMUUik itMapi •• , 

Ditto bnU*ofu4XehuiM or hondiM ... 

Ditto other gvoeml eumpt 

H8S0 

5,4S8 

81.W8 

14,000 

8,800 

80,806 

10,000 

6,000 

66.0OO 

4,000 

66,000 

Aa the eale of oneeann etampe 

haabaen atopped, no proTiltaa 
haa been nadei, 

Total 

i.u.m 

1,06,000 

1,08,000 

90,000 


Ohorita on nle of ooart*fe« etainpe^ 

Dleeount on ula of edhmtva atampe m. 

Ditto iteinpi for oopioe 

laUbliahmant tor aele of aUinpi 

a.Mi 

fi.4t4 

l.taB 

08,400 

6,600 

46 

III 

66.000 

6.800 

1,148 

Bndiret taolndea preelatan for 
tvo atamp readora on Ba. TO 
and Ba. W eaeh par montk 
in the office of tha Oeilaotor 
or Oaleutta. whoa# pay waa 
formerfy adiuatedd nsdor 
7.-lxolaa.'‘ 

Ter nnndlnf ... 

..... 

71,048 

~48 


71,748 

-748 


Total ... 

68,991 

71.000 

7o,00« 

71 .OW 


Dlaeonnt oa plain paper 

Ilantp.paper auppliod from Central Btorea *m ... 

11.068 

».(»,7»7 

11,000 

S.W.0OO 

10,000 

1,60,000 

18, 000 
1,90,000 

Batimate of the Oontreller et 
Btampe. 

Total ... 

Saatem Benital 

4.80, B44 
S.7 1.818 

4.87.000 

8.78.000 

8,70,000 

77,000 

8.70.000 


Grand Total m. 

6,98,087 

7,00,000 

4.47,000 

8,70.000 


Tronncial«har«-(one-half) ... 

M6,oa8 

8,80,000 

8,88,000 

1.66,000 






fkamUt SMmmt Hi 


<#,— PrOVM^ 


Biaiki. 

1 

190441. 

188Miw 

1 itoediT. 

t 

Aotnala. 

SaNietfoMd 
lallmate, j 

Baataad. 

Badgal. 


\ 

• j 

• 

4 

8 

0 

dfotlaotlon ol Bataa and Ceaaaa ^ - 

falaatioa and Revalnatlca «. m. ~ » 

Ba. 

M84W 

> «r.74t 

Ba. 

1,44.800 

88.700 

Ba. 

Ba. 1 
UAOiO 1 

* M,000, 

1 

; Badgat indudaa laagar graal 
lor proocaa MivUit abargaa 

Iftlmata haaad oa aataal 
regotraaianta. 

1 Tba daeiaaaa In Oh# ravlaad la 
doM to amallar nrooaaa aeralnf 
and eontburMt cbargaa aai 
aariaga In tba fraat for aatair 
liahraanV 

Total .. 

! I.04.97I 

8.88400 

8,89,000 

8,14,000 

»adwa< ■freporHoa 4ebitabla U Ueal for eoat of 
toad^Moa oollaatkm ' 

*, — Propoiiluo dablUbla to Xooal ior rffalo-, 

aUon 

1 I.0S4U 

8.18.000 

148.000 

C 8,6MI0 

1 48.000 

-One.thlrdBhareol raeoTariaa on aoooont of 
oolleotioa of arraar otaaea 

40.890 

41400 

89400 

48401 


^ -i-GentHbatfon for peaalon of tha caaa«)llaot- 
hig aatabdahmout 

0J87 

; 6,800 

1 

6,000 

8.800 


Total 


00,800' 

97^000 

(U.OOO 


Btftam Boagal 

80.4M 

914W 

89,000 



QiandToUl 

89.814 

M.OOO 

79400 

1 81,000 



10.— 7 WWW — 


CricvtuBatahUahman^ 

69.498 

66.OOO 

81,000 

•8.000 

The ravlaad tnoludae fnoreaaa 
in hone aliowanoeot Aaaaa* 






Bora and tncreaw d eatablUb* 
meat In the Oalontta 
Income Tu Oolleotor'a Offloa. 


1 




Tha badgat inolndea provt* 
■Ion for two additional 


1 




taaparaiy aaaeeaera. 

BiatrldO ■« 

10,846 

68.000 

60.000 

60,000 ’ 


Total ... i 


1.80.000 

1.41.000 

~404M 


■aaieru Bengal m. •** **. 

ij.m 

86,000 

11,000 



084.5D Total 

14^748 

1.&8,i60 

l,B8.0OO 

l.iS.OUO 


mrtiiofol ahare <oaa*!ourth in l9^44^ and 190B40 
and one-hall in 

88, 987 

89.000 

88,000 

78,000 



i/. — Fomti^ 


4,— CoaaareatMl' aad W'orkt. 





1 Vrimbar and other prodaca removed from 
tba ioteati bj (ioTammeiit agout-y 

47.866 

14,000 

61,600 

10,600 

U ^mbar and other prodoeo remor^ from 
tha loraata bjr oenaumura and purohaaara 

78,771 

10,100 

79,480 

04.100 

Itl.oOrUt, wall»waod and oonflioated foreal 

f .B^'^onMaed foreala and paynient to ahara- 
' holder! In loraata managed by Oovarn- 

nani 

816 

1.169 

1.800 

1400 

19.000 

TIw«Lbr9480cb, Btorea. tooU and plant 

9,106 

14460 

16,860 

17,700 


»467 

•7.600 

10,800 

78,000 

fUL-dXgMilartloii, Impaoremenl and eilenalon of 
toMita •- 

40,141 

44^100 

48.700 

1,88,800 

... 

A«4I 

6400 

8,100 

8,400 

• Padact— Probable aaTlng 



A98,400 

7,000 

A00,000 

80,000 

Tatnl A,>‘Oonaorfaao7 nnd Workf 

1.6<i,046 

ir97,600 

A66,4b0 

8,70.000 


1 


I 


L»«alariaa - 

847,766 

8.19,W9 

, 8,164*0 

I4A600 

U.-.TraTelll8g AMowMcaa 

HI.-Oo»8fa*f»‘'®»“ .. 

1 

84498 

9.644 

86.760 

11,600 

1 

87,780 

18,000 

404M 

1A600 

Ml B.> BatablfohiMnta ... 


^,600 

i 8,66,400 

8,00.000 

Total A and B ... 

8,08446 

1,68,000 

6,68,800 

6,60,^ 

BwtaraBaagal ....... 

146444 

woiooo 

77400 


QBurif Totai ... 

646489 

744.000 

84M0O 

1 A60400 


i.fi4dr 

1 1A898 

U740» 

I4M)8 


Th« tMrraM 1« lot additlflaal 
t«iiipor«i 7 MUblishmral ia 
ine Mrorai diviiioni and for 
tba tupoly of addltloaal «otl 
for •tounara In tba tuodar* 
bana. 


riT^ T*?*"**"*. >■ 

theworkloc of tbe Pctrahal 
^rroa In tha Sinfbbbun 
Dlvuioo tor tha lar> jaan 
ondlng 10Od40 which ™ 
hsva to be paid to tha aatata. 

faolodaa a Mriion al 
tha ^ a nw b^b ta 
rtBlaca the Aaaf, 

B^tat inoludaa proHaion loi 
the (lonatnircian of 
raonlrad for tba opentnc ool 


tor tba Doatpenanant of tbi 
rorreTofthar^rrad fbtaali 
fn tba Soadarbana. Bndaal 

Ineladaala. •O.tOdfor'SSrt 

of tha eoat or a damilad 
■nrrajr at tba aaina. 


Tbadeereaaa In tha ratrlaadtla 
due to the abaanoa on laava 
or daputatioo of a largo 
sombar of&eara. Tha tmdaat 
prorldea for tha fall aaakk 









^ Tht Stngal Fitantial Jot me-07. 


[S4TH UdlOB, 



1904-1906. 

1960-1906. 1 

19664005. 


Bbam. 

Aotoala. 

Sanotlonad | 
eatlmate. | 

Berlaed. 

Bndgat. 


1 

1 

. 1 

4 

• 1 

6 


Ra. 

66.558 

Ba. 

66,000 

Ba. 

65,000 

Be. 

60,000 


Biitrlot Ohargra- 

OaUnitU ^ "• 

gpecifti Hub-Baglatrais .« 

Rutwl Hiib-Regislraiia 

23.595 

1,49.643 

5,67,088 

23,000 

1,68,700 

5,07,600 

54,000 
j 6.17,000 

53,600 
f 1,44.000 
i 4,78,000 



1,9U 

1.760 

no 

5,000 

1,600 


Total 

6,51,983 

6,40,0011 

6,43,000 

fi.43,000 


Total 
Kaatem Bengal 

6,87.161 

5,85,047 

6,01,600 

5,96,000 

6.96.000 

3.55.000 

6,95,000 

The inereaee ta for the reo«faa» 
tuition of the Department. 

Oaakd Total 

9,70,708 

9,06,000 

8,17,000 

6,02,000 


13.---Interett on Ordinary J)ebt~- 

Intereet on Provinelal Advance and Loan Account . 

Kaatcrn Bengal 

1,85,768 

13,758 

1,95,000 

I 50,000 

5,06,000 

2,25,000 

Baaed on the eetlmated mean 
outatandlng balance of luana 
carrying interest at S| per 
cent, per annum. 

Total 

1,96.480 

1 5,55,0110 

9.06,000 

2,22,000 


It), ^ Pott office-- 

Blatriot Poal Ohargei 




1,000 


ThU la for the district of 
Hambalpur. The charge will 
be imperial in 1906-07. 


IS^^Ocneral Admininlration — 


R;\\»rv of Moi bnnnnt-GoTWTior ... . .« 

8*i»rf of <..'onin>lii«ion«r •«(! Kxoh«nffe Coni- 

ii#«n*«Hon AMowiimo .j- ^ , 

g«]Krr ot olhor olllciTi piiio in Mongml 

8wfl Mid huuwliold of 


Bipfndltore from conliurt •llow*nc« 

Tour - 

toftilMlvo l ) ei»TtiBenV 


C»»U BocreMO'Ut* 


C)onini«iot)on 


0«,000 

l.%(i78 1 
"87,885 I 


88.176 

2 . 8 H 1 

80.97U 


0.40.180 


3.00.400 I 

I 

4,37.700 I 


00.000 


’ 80,000 


40,000 
6, 0110 
e 8 , oo<i 


6 , 01,000 


5.18.000 


4,08,000 


Wi.OOO 

8,000 

1 , 88,000 


46.OC0 

0,000 

80,000 

6.79.000 I 

.1,19,000 

4.84.000 


96,000 


‘ 81.600 


40,000 

0.000 

7i),600 


6,17,000 


Bnilirpt inclndet Ei. 4,006 
for tlio mamtenADPO of Motor 
Car, Ba. Ooo for a driror for 
tlio aamo, and Ka. 600 for 
rhatKOS for aaloon oarriaiM. 
The revived estiiDvte indudoa 
larger BBli>on earrlage 
chargev, largi r eipeaditiiraoiL 
furniture aud purohaat df 
Motor Uai. 


Boviied Inoludes Tiv. 16,000 
naid to the Maharaja of 
Uldbrnr on aopount of travel. 
)1 dr allowance tor attendlns 
Oounotl Meetiiifra. ^a 
budktet includoa pay of Add!* 
iinnal Amilatent Bacretary 
and hla eatahluhiUBat. 

The Itiorenee ie partly under 
temnorarv eatablmhinent for 
aendina; paper* to the new 
froviniio and partly under 
allowanoev and contiDgrneiea. 


5,01,900 


Redurtlon in budget ii due to 
traniJer of eatabUvhmenC 
to the new Frovlnco. 


4,01.500 


The inrroa^e in the rrviMid la 
due tu ebanre* m connertloa 
with I be ( hai kidori pan. 
chnyet and the coet of A 
Mortor Car for the Cnmnili. 
Bir.ner of the Choia Nagpur 
Diviaiou. Budget Inolndea 
Rs. >’0,000 for increate of pay 
of mlniatfliial eatablUbBMnt, 
Rs. 50 000 for a part of tba 
roat of the ateamer for tha 
Commiaaionpr the Freai.- 
danuy DiviBlon, Ind Rv. lu.fOO 
tor additional eatabliahnienl 
tor the L>iviaionof Faina iula> 
two Uomniluionerkhipa. 


Total 
Baatem Bengal 

OKllfXl Totai. 


^ i7,n,i ■« 
„ I *.<M.076 


16,69,000 

5,43,000 


18,87,(H)0 

80,000 


f.0.000 

(-)> 2 no 


17.52.000 

17.53.000 


ItOiS.} Fkmeial Sktitmut fyr ISOe-Oy, '65 

* *; ' 

19A,'^LBm wU J u li ^ C<mrU of 


Hxad6» 


Htsh Court— 
J ud«M ^ 


OriKiiMil 814* *Mi 

Appotlara 6vte 

UpyMU* BstAblithmeot 


fllUQOtlOBed 

Batimate, 


Eeporlem 


Law oaUwa— 

Hnffluh Law Omn«ra . ... ... 

Leihki BemambrADcer and High Court Pleadera 


XutAaaal Batobluhmont 


Ooronor'a Court ... .« 

PrMidency MaKiatrat^— 

Ualoutta Voliou Court 

OiTil and Heualona Conrta— 

LUlrlot aud Haaaiuua J udgea 


Ra 

7.46.861 


8.59.7 J* 
9,46.389 
68,717 


Subordinate Judge 


Mufasaat Small Caum Court . 
Munaita ... ... ... 

Allowance 

SuppUca and Serrioea 


Coatkngenolea ... 

ProeeaAWMrring BatabUshmont 

Xladuc/— Probable sarlnga 
Total 

Prcaidency Courts of Small Caoie ... 


CdBinal Courts-* 

General Kalabliahment 


Snbdirlattmat Establishment 

f ronMa-semnc BstabTlabment 
rlbotary Mahals, Otissa 


Plsa«erahip JUamination charges 

Lump pmttsi on for increase of pay ol nuRlsterlal 

esiabluhment 

Grain Oooipensation Allowance 


88.833 

88,117 


i,aa,ci2 

3,37,402 


8,421 

81,041 


10.848 

9.84,488 

80.48i 

2.44,368 


iU. 

7,64,u60 


8.64.000 

8.91.000 

86.000 


Rs. 

7,W.OOO 


9.68.000 

8.64.000 

44,000 


£8.000 


18.99,000 13.78,000 


08.700 

88,300 


1,27,946 


3,14.846 


8,000 

80,000 


Dsdacf-'F.nbsble i 


trings 
Total ... 


30,46,830 

1,63,781 


13.164 

10,07,403 

21..11!0 

2,38,636 


83,780 

4.88,766 


Ra. 

7,64,000 


S.66,009 

a.oo.ooo 


99,000 

86,400 


1,42,000 1,44,000 


3,46,000 8,89,400 


7,000 


8,000 


Pronaion has been made (lur 
14 Puisne Judg<B and I ha 
Chief Jusiire. No nrorfsion 
has lieen made for tne Addf. 
tional Judge for inspeotion 
autk, as wmb duus iu 1M6^ 

Provision has been made for 
3 shorthand writers. The 
provision innde in the budgM 
for iKUt-uO for the purpOAt 
has not been utilised. 


The decrease dne topi or Ulon 
riT ^ “'li'i'u'im (ia\ of the 
Ilepuly SufHirluteiulrnt. Tho 
inrrei4*H in the revis-d is 
kw ‘^owduollog 

The Inoroiise is unilor Ruppllts 
and .ServicoH foi te«, te 
pleadera and couuaola. 


93,000 ! PO.OtK) I The incrense ia under Contin* 

1 1 geiu'les and Supplies and 

I Rervicoa. 

8,44,001) I 8,77,84.1 Uudget includes proviaion for 
one JihIkc for Darbhanga and 
I ail Auititiotial Judge tor 
94-1 mganiiN for 5 mniillM and 
, ealiiblishiiteiil for hotli 

4.10,000 I 4,40,101 Uii get Inehules provision for 
an AiliiiliounI Snhordinate 
**"'^?',Vv***‘“*^***'‘*> 4nd his 
ustublishoieat. 


— ia,»»6 


80jtl,t>03 


17.89,628 18,40,370 


98,060 

84,460 

1,.330 


12,018 

63,017 


Eastern Bengal 


Oajjii) Tota£ 


60,76.696 

26,83,806 


98,68^04 


9^419 

87.006 


17.000 
9,94.0(M» 
2 ),000 
2,63,000 


13,440 

9,99,820 

92,000 

2,68,600 


4.29.217 


20,31,385 


la.OtK) 

64,601 


78,13,295 


94,000 

85.C00 

8,000 


12,000 

65,090 


70,M,t)00 

16,26,000 


86,79,000 


9.648 
31,22,000 
J, 71,000 


96.000 

88.000 


12,000 

64,600 


2,17.000 

70,000 


|(-) 1,40,000 
74,06,000 


74,60.000 


Budget InrliidoB larger provl- 
Sion for remuneration to 
oniwists, diet und fravalllng 
allowiincea of witnesses arid 
aHowanees to jurors and 
asseasors. 

Budget inrlndos grant for the 
new Judge of Darbhauga and 
for Bauibalpur, 


The saving in reriaed ia under 
Balartoa 


Budget fneludee provlston fo^ 
Adiiitinnal Deputy Magia- 
traU'S and their eatabiisli- 
ment, Its. lO.QOO for establiah. 
mentor llonorary Magistntea 
for largei grunt for travelling 
ttllnwanee ot ollk'ors and 
eN'ubImOment and larger 
grant lui diet money >o wit* 
noaaea. 
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D,— JfliA— 






1004-190B. 

lOOiblMt. 

IMB-lWr. 


Bjaps. 



Aotuals. 

Banotioned 

estimate. 

Berltod. 

Budget. 


1 



I 

8 

4 

1 

« 

rrififomlrnfe . 

lilllshiTH'lllH — 

iiili’Ots snd Jailors 

Ml ilicnl hsInblNhiueiil 

- 


Ks. 

61,743 

38,070 

Be. 

61,000 

l,M».ft04 

80.788 

Rs. 

66,000 

1,06,000 

3i,(KKi 

El. 

64.000 

2,00,600 

30.000 

* 

Clirkcui, Hducational and Mechanical Estab- 
IlNbrni rilN . .. .... 

Wuidi 1 i‘.i<iHblisii)i)ent 

Meiiiiil and other Eitablishinents 

aryCliurgns 

[iital Cliurgcs 

hing and Bedding of Prisoners 

tuiiiiii (Jhatgi'N .. . 

-ges fill uioving prlKoners 

•cllaneuus Bcrvlces and Buppllcs 

ivsncoi ... 

ingonf OhargcB • « ‘ 

sorilliiai-v Charges for Live-stock and Tools 

d PIhiiI . . 

gel fur Police Cnitody 

70ft 
1,5(1, S3U 
O.lUO 
4,111,040 
06.(}18 

ftS.l.Sfl 

3H.nJ4 

43,3t>0 

8U.BJ0 

7,8St 

31.V7H 

2t,(141 

ii.:iC4 

400 

1,M),106 

l♦,.'»23 

4,86,060 

08,003 

66.306 

#1,047 

.18,682 

1,03,838 

7,064 

1 88,600 

10.487 

11,671 

1,6(1,0011 

U.lMiU 

4,C>8,000 

76.000 

6.1.000 
.tt.OOd 
4S.OII0 

70.000 

0.000 

83,00(1 

20.000 
11,000 

400 

1.64.000 
6,600 

4,68,00(1 

78,00(1 

70.000 
88,0(81 

41.000 

1.17.000 

0,000 

84.000 

24.000 

12.000 

Increase is due tn prophylactic 
f sane of quinine to prisoners 
and wamcri, 

] Based on looal requirements. 

Includes a provision of 
B.S. 20,000 for acquisition of 
luud tor Buxar Oeutral Jail, 

Total 

Jails 


13,28,708 

13,16,310 

12,81,00(1 

1.1,60,000 


Maniiracturea 



0,78,306 

O.OO.lttS 

10,62,000 

6,20,00(1 


ndi ... .M 

... 


172 

1.0(l(. 


1,000 



Total 


111,02/246 

32,17,147 

23.38,000 

22,71,000 


Esstern Bengal 



6.72,010 

' 6.09,668 

3,07,000 



GltAITb TOTiL 

... 

35.76,1(14 

28,30,0011 

20,30,011(1 

22.71,000 



— /'o/ii’e — 


CoiiiiiuMionoi (8u|)W lutondeuoo) 


}jilcult> Voluti 


llWer I'ollco 

inll 

Pnllci- Doml-hOUM) 



Total 


tfllptl I’olioii 


rlnlfitilouf'P 


ii’t rolloi* Pon*t>— 
klarluii •>« 


Uillco F|)T0*< 
rmlninn brliool lor 


iiUbliHhmoikt ... 


lospIlHl L'huriteB 


t llovanoet 


lupjklics and BorrU't^a 


juinp jiroTiHon foi Police Holornis 


Jontingwncies .» 


Hher Police .m 


... 

72,(385 

08,00(1 

60,000 

67,000 

... 

7,76,806 

7,87,800 

8,35.000 

O.M.OOO 

... 

6,777 

3,8111 

04K 

0,700 

4.1KI0 

1,00(1 

10,600 

#,(100 

1,000 

8,800 

4,(MK) 

80(1 

... 

8,66,316 

8,70,000 

11,08.0(1(1 

10,0(5,00(1 

... 

42.700 

62,000 

Cl.OOO 

54,000 


1,86,268 

1,63,000 

1, 94, (100 

2,01,000 

... 

8,60,666 

8,73,200 

3.8O,CC0 

3,00,000 

::: 

23,14,66!1 

30,004 

84.31,800 

21,000 

26,04,000 

70,00(1 

87.30.0011 

04,000 

- 

1.02,764 

07,700 

1,04.000 

1,30,000 

... 

82,97(5 

30,400 

33,000 

36.700 

r 


2,06,680 

3,83,000 

8,16,000 

8,08.000 

... 

4.46,007 

4,87,000 

4,48,000 

3,01,000 






4,00,000 

.. 

1.48.312 

1,86,000 

1.64,000 

2,06,000 ; 


28.781 

20,600 

31,000 

26,000 

.. 

87,47,168 

48,78.600 

42,80,0(10 

47.1(1^700 

... 

62,883 

6], 80(1 

47, (XO 

61,0<X1 


The D&vinfr in the revleed te 
under Hitloriea. 

Budget incIndPH provi<iion ler 
reorgunizHliou, which wiia 
piirllv giveu effect to in 
IM>S-0(1. 


Inrreaie due to inoreaee of 
pay and allowuncc and an 
luiditiunul Deputy Inspeolor- 
Cioni'inl. 

Inri't'aio duo to incTeaae In 
till* nnmboi of Awintunt 
JJiktrK'i Sapcilutondentb. 

liioreaeo for reorgaaization. 

Provltiiuu liai tiHon made for 
largfi number of inalruc* 
tivo Rtttff und enlubhabment 
with larger grant for runliu* 
gi'iK-ioM HDd alhiwancoa. 

Increaw'd prorlaion made for 
reorgaulsation of eaUhlUh- 
uient. 

Provision made for allownnoea 
of Aniiifitant BurKeona and 
Civil iioapltal Aaalitauta. 

Budget mchidpR special allow- 
ances in Angui Division and 
daily allowuncesof Inspectors 
und travelling ullowancea 
of cunstahlea. 

The CHtimato for 190S 0d ioa^ 
cliidea a special provision oIIf 
iU. 48, out) for the purchase 
of a Btuaiu launch. 


Increaiod grant for rontin- 
gcnciea and rates and taxes 
on account of revision of 
assessment. 


ga Police 




fitumiMl Shimmi fw im-07. 


er 




III dill II 

IPOAJMft. 

1 19M.1808. 



Exam ^ 





RniAm. 


Sanctioned 

eatimate. 



- 

Aetnala. 

1 Reviaad. 

Bndget, 

1 

^ 8 

8 

4 

6 

« 

•pMlal t»oUoe- 

Re. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 


Sikkim St«t« Police 

e.ost 





BaifAl MUiury Police ... 

51,774 

70,600 

M.000 

‘m.ooc 


Frontier Police, ChitUgong ... 

887 






Ditto Angul «. 

81,884 

36,000 

38,000 


No pioTialon made here aa 
Angul Police haa been amal> 
^mat«Ht with the Diairict 
executive Force. 

' Upper Bnmie Police Depdt 

4.828 

6,000 

8.000 

6,000 

Totel 

04,801 

1 1,11,600 

85.0(0 

63.t00 


Xetlinty Police- 


1 




Keet IndUn Reilwey Police 

55,882 

65,000 

53,000 

68,000 

Increaae due in reorganiaa* 






lion. 

EMtem Syatem B»iIirAj Police 

^ 70,337 

1,01.000 

• 86,000 

1,16.000 j 

Increase doe tn nxorfniniia 






tioii ami for Hinslirfiiuai inn 
ot the Bengal Ceulial Rail* 

AiMm-Bennl EailiraT PoHoe 

Bengal aiii! Nortb-Westom and 'Orhut State 

833 




waj Pol lie. 

' Railway Poltee 

i 10,888 

14,000 

12,000 

16,000 ‘ 

Increase duo to reorj^aniza- 





j 

tlOQ. 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway Polkw ... 

12,(125 

10,000 

18,000 

19,000 

Increaae due to reorganlriw 





1 

lion and amalgaroulion ol 

Gooch Behar Poltco 

13«Dffal Central Railway Pelioe 



^ ““s’ooo 

500 1 

Bambalpur Pon e, 

4,400 

' 6,000 


Included under liiastcm 
8.vitem Railwav Police 

ToUl 

1.33.488 




*,0i,000 

1,0*1,0(10 

|,17,500 

OaAlC'pounda 

Refunaa 

1.7(17 

10,7WI 

l.Of'O 

30,000 

1,000 

11,000 

1,000 

12.800 


<lniu conipenaaticu allowance 

50,000 


Total 

61.67,102 

63,01,000 

67,03,000 

C3.«7,««0 


Kaatern llungal 

16.88,730 

16,20,000 

l',21.0ii0 



Giu5i> Total 

07.45,832 

78.00,000 

60,24,000 

0.3,07,000 



§1. — Marine — 




— 

Salarlea and allowancea oI ofilcera and men afloat ... 

61,433 

Victualling of offleera and men afloat 

Purchase of marine stores mid coal for the 
building, repaira and outfit of ^ahipti and 
veuela 

23,710 

70,610 

Pnrohaee and hire of sliipt and veaecU 

7,46,650 

Ptlotage and pilot eaiabliahments 

7,52,863 

Marme eetabliahnenta 

Bnbaidlaa to iteani«bo«t oompaniea ». 

MiaoaUaneeut 

State yacbt eetabUabment ... m. 

Relnnda 

03,623 

20.000 

28.f»6 

*.wn 

16, 2U 

Total 

Eaitem Bengal 

18,20 073 
26,8 >5 

Obaxp TariL 

18,46,608 


.70,000 

65,<KH) 

70,O(Hl 

The inrreaae in the icviscd 

26,000 

14,000 

14,000 

l» lor UrKcr pa.Miipntu u> 
officers Hfld mi'll Bitnchid to 
pilot vessel Alue Hriil sleaiu 
cruiser /TaseT, 

1,06.700 

07,0C0 

1.23,000 

Bud(t"l inclitdea larger provi. 

65,000 

68.000 

20,000 

aion for purchiue nt murine 
stoics for pil'd vosseli nuu 
atoani cruiser iVaeee. 

6,74,800 

7,64,000 

6,87,600 

Larger payments of allowannea 

i 

1,01,(100 

i 

00.000 

1 

1,0.3,000 

to pilots cHiised theincreas* 
in the rovi-iHl. 'Ihe allow* 
ancos are not expected to ba 
aa hcBTy in 1006 07 au lu tha 
current year, 

8.3,000 

10,000 

80,000 


87.004 

80,000 

SH.SOO 


C,.3(KI 

6,000 

6,1 0*1 


1,000 

8,000 

8,000 

Baaod on actnali. 

11,07.004 

l),7i».OW» 

10,i*7,000 


16,806 

12,000 


ll,23,(K>0 1 

H.M.OOO 

lO.W.COO 



68 , m Bmfa FiimM aummi fer im-m. [Sira ll***, 

* * * ^ 

I^.^Education^ 


Hfisi. 


j 1900*1006. 

X908.1907. 


AetoaU. 

Sxuxotloned 

eatlmate. 

Bieriaed, 

Bndcet. 


1 

% 

8 

4 

8 

6 

I>livr(j)n . ... ... ••• 

(JniTf^rfiiir 

Ba. 

80.607 

t.OO.Oofl 

Ra. 

80,000 

Ba. 

82,000 

80,000 

Ba. 

91,800 

80,000 

Budget inclodee loeal altoir* 
Moe of the aon*dej»artawiital 
Hlreetor. 

lafp*v'tion— • 

luHiiHctor of EuropMn Bchoolt ... 

18.461 

14.400 

14,000 

* 18,000 


I ll■p«olor■ of other achoole 

E.S5,ft26 

• 

2,84,547 

2,64,000 

4,10,000 

The iuereaaeJa the reriaad ia 
dm to the tranafer of Bab*' 
Inamctore ol Bohoola from 
theDiatriot Boarda to Bduea. 
tion llupartmant with eflact 
from th« lat Jamiarjr 1006. 
Budget includeaBia. 1.67.000 
on ttiia aooount and alao for 
increaae under lalariaa and 
alluwanoea. 

Inepeotor ot Jlaitute and itudecta’ meiaen 



2,000 

8,600 


Total 

2.4N.P87 

2,88,947 

2,70,000 

4,86,600 


Oovemmont Ontleffea, Genera)'— 

Enifllah CoIIhkcmi— 

ArtaO(>]|e«Ha 

Eden Hindu Iluatal .. 

Eethune Collcito ^ ... ’ 

Oriental (JollemMi— * 

Maiiakril Oollaue ... ^ 

Oalnutta Hadraiaa 

Elliott. Madraeaa Hoetel 

Qranta towtirda the Iluatel attached to thn Mid* 
napiir Collefte .. .. 

BK|M'iiditQn< on i^ttj oonalruciion and repaite... 
Bxpeudituro on furniture and apparutui 

8,*».452 

S8,4t2 

3U,UM 

.t7.7»t 

00.432 

S,i»l 

800 
40, 008 

8,71,222 
At, 072 
88,0(10 

40.000 

44.000 

4^4 

14.000 

"IHJOO 

8,76,000 

80,000 

80,000 

80.000 

6K,U00 

2.000 

18,000 

3.74,000 

33.000 
40,800 

41.000 
64d>00 

4,674 

’Vl600 


For rounding 


4,74,268 

164 


6.60,474 

474 


Total 

0.81.890 

6,74,422 

6,67,000 

6,60,000 


ftovarntnenl Oolirgei, Profeealonal^ 

Law 

Olvil Euiflueurlng College, Blbpur, Howrah ", 

Expenditure on lurulture and apparatui 

6,217 
1, OH, 183 

4,800 

2.22.000 

j 

0,000 

4,000 

2.00,00(1 

4,000 

2,74,000 

13,000 

The dcereaae Ir. the rewised 
w for aavinga lu the grant# 
for training of toaoheri for 
li and C ciaaaoa, formlalng 
(touneaBd aome other petty 
grauta. The inoreaae in the 
Dudget la lor Inoreaae in 
the nnmber of profeaaora and 
additional Inalruotort for 
Milling EnglneerinK with 
tlioir travelilnv and%0Hse 
tllowanrei,, and tor the pur- 
obaao of mining model* and 
other requireoDont* of the 
Mining Claaa. 

Budget ineludoa provlalon for 
the introaurtiQD ol practical 
Bc'ienoe and mining courae 
iu the Olvll Bngineeriac 
College. 

Vor rounding .. 


2,32?li)0 

(XK) 


2,01,000 

900 


Total .. 

8,09.4()0 

2,32,200 


2,91,000 


Ceramnifal Bohocli Otneral .« ... ... 

Qorernnieni Bohoola. gpeolal .. 

4.80,828 

8.10,678 

6,86, 006 

^ 3,66,147 

2,10,000 1 
6,00,000 

8,38,000 

6,60,000 

6,75,000 

The decreaae in the reviaed li 
for aavinr in the proriaiona 
for AgrifiiiturBl Claaaea, Ami. 
cultural GurdcnH, aqil lor 

1 opening B and C rlaM in 
oerUiln high Bchoola, Tba 
increase in the bud|rot ia dne 
to inoluBiouof aohoola in Bam. 
balpur. 

The doereaw in the rerfaed la 
for mTlnga in the grants tor 
tiaining In^iitutiona for girls, 
for aeuana education by 
contra! gathering, for female 
teachora, hooae to.liouae rlai* 
tation, and (or training ioatll* 
tutione for primary school 
teachers. Budget Includea 
one lakh for laboratoriea, 
tltting and other ohargea for 
Patna College and Ita. 76, oM 
for starting training oollegea* 
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1904-1907. 

RlMAmKB. 

Aotnala. 

Sanctioned 

Mttmato. 

Revised. | 

Budget. 

• 

1 

• ! 

4 

! ' 1 

4 

ar»at*«iDatd 

K«. 

7.8J.0OT 

Ea. 

7,87.648 

( 

j Ra. 

1 8..'IO,000 

a&a 1 

7,80,000 

Budget proTidM 
(nr normal grant* “■ 

Ha. 80.000 for fWOW w 
private oiillegiw 
lucludHe Ha. 30,o«) for gtanli 
»o privaie 

larder puymenlB t** Pv*“^ 
ai'liouU and to ichcxiU wr 
EuruiHwu boit and girl*. 

Taebnloal BducAtkn ... 

...... 



1.36.000 

One lukli for initial expen. 
dll me aiul Ha. W.OW for 
revumug ohai-gts. 

SffbolAtihtp* ».•«••• *•• 

i.w.oe? 

1.88,900 

1,61,000 

1,05,000 

The dei’rcaac In the revtaeci lia 
fur no'iullllwiilon of provl- 
klons for Apppi ntuw Scholar- 
ahipa In Civil Biiglueeilna 
C.dl. gi'. for the Ihhar School 
of K.igl- crinaaiid ,or tndua 
triH' Scholershllt* for atudeiiU 
aludyhig in Korope. 

Mifo*U*o*ooi ... 

Refunds ... -■ „ • 

I.omppn»Tl»lon (or Primary Education and proTi- 

■lon tor new Bduoational Roheniaa 

(i^raia compenaallou aUowaiioea 

76.050 

i.m 

1.84.0*0 

4.000 

10,00.000 

00.000 

8.000 

1,?.7,0(M) 

ROOO 

j.oT.ami 

6.000 


Total 

S0.«7.M1 

40,<H,(MJ 

si.n.oi'O 

41,OO.II01 


Baatem ilensal . 


4.88.100 

8,18,000 



Qxam Tctal 

1 

sa.ss.ooi 

47,68.000 

84,80.000 

41,00.000 1 



a 
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Medical^ 



190*-1905. 

15I05.1W06. 

1906.1907. 


IISADH 


flanrtiotiftd 

estlmata 



Rbmabki. 

Aotuala. 

Beviaed, 

Hud get. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

• 


|{«. 

Uv 

Be 



1 

1 




Tha dcereaaa la dae to (ho 

Hijp<tnnit<rid<>noo 

77,030 

87,600 

88,000 

l!M),40U 





Mparatluu of (lie offlre of the 
ftanitary Commlaaioner (rotn 





4,07,000 


thn Inkpi'ctor-Uoncrara Office. 

DiHtrict Mmlloftl KKt«blii«hinent 

4.72.B7e 

4,00.279 

4,76,000 

Hudgnt haand on the ectual 
iinaiher of oRlf'era and the 
pay drawn by then;. 



Rnmro Medlofcl Oflicer* mnd Subordlniiti^N 


20.000 

81,000 

20,000 

TotRl 

A,C7,IB» 

6,03,779 

0,01,000 

6,70,400 


>#pU»lH Jind T)l«pmi*ariei«— 






l'rehld<nf“y IlotpilulH and Dldpcasariai— 

i.co.m 





Mudlcal CtilteicH Hi>Hpllal 

1.61.00(1 

1,01 ,0W 

1,86,000 

The incroaae in the Budget !■ 





paillv imdor ealarlee for 






inrreaMO of pay uf offloere, 






partly tind«'r eitabliehment 
for iiuTouaeof pay of Rervanta, 
Ai'., for larger granu, for diet 






of pat icnte and rate* and taxes 
owing to revi,i<iL of aeieia- 






nnmt 

Qeaeral Uoapllal 

2,19.012 

2,16,300 

2,30,000 

2,29,000 

The inrrt'aae la partly under 
aaJniit-s and pertly for m- 
creawd giants for diet of 
pullonts and medical stores. 

The Increase is for additional 

• 

(’ampboll lionpllfll .. . «<■ 

H2.flM 

88.000 

82,000 

1,09,000 





niir-si'S ami additional grants 






for hospital rloihing and diet 






of putiiiits on account of in- 
ctcBNc in the number of 
lait louts. 

A UiKi t Virtoi Asylum for Lt'pflrs ... 

l«,2afl 

21,100 

19.000 

19,200 


MufaMNKi hi'BpilttU ttU(J DiapunKaru'N ... 

20,71 1 

67.10* 

I 

1 68,990 

Tlip increase is due to tbo 



1 

>• 1,71,000 

1 

( 

< 

Increase in tha number of 
AshiHtant Hurgooni and Civil 
lloHpitul Aesiaiante in ohargn 





86.6K9 


[ 1,10,400 

ol dispenssiles 

UrantH to Mutaaial IloapUaU und DiftpeDHanos 

2,10,760 

J 

Undg. t Includes He. 8 lOO 



0.18.193 


. ... 

AhvIiiiii at I’urulia and grant* 

I'robubhi Ba\ niKS 


—8, 600 


. ... 

til Alollliari, An lib iind othoi 






dispel saritB. A reeervo has 
also bei n provided for grants 






to other Leper Asylums, 

Total 

7 i«..no8 

O.lO.I'.t'l 

6,0!l,0(i*i 

7,21.690 


ifltalloii and Vaccknatuin .. 

l,^7.«oo 

1,00.177 

1,79,000 

2 Ml, 000 j 

lluilget includes Its. 20,090 





1 

Icii ant l-maluruil measures, 
Its 16,166 011 account of fees 






nnd ullowttuce of Jli Gilbert 






Fowler on deputation to 






icport on septic tanks in 



1 



llengul und Hr 7,000 for ool- 
Icciiou ol Sanitary stalisticn 



i 1 



pinpoai'd by Sanilary Com. 
uiisMuiiur with the tiovern- 






tiicnt nf India, and also lor 

anialoi Mi'dloal pnrpopoa— 


! 70,000 ' 

92.000 


imnwae in the number ui 

duriiin tilt proviih-UO** o( ptaKHO 

81,001 


1 [ 90,009 

^accinato^) for Sainbalpur 


1 : 


Budget based on actuals 

K»i>ouhoh duiHiff l''o prevull'nro (ot Sainlmlpui 


1 1 


) 

iCevlsed includes grnuts to 






the Jliorila Flague Com. 



! 2,000 : 



uiittee. 

KxponHca durlnfr Iho pT<'\rilcniN> of Opi<lrinifn 

1.1'76 


«.0(K) 

2,IMI0 : 


lOxiioiiMON In (■oiiimi tmo with iltuloin iiiuciiUllun 

fi.KW 1 

1 6,000 ' 

3.000 



Valtio of iiuatii al ..... 

lo.r.ni 1 

9.O00 

9,000 

U,0(Hl j 


Kicbungi' compoiitiuUini ulloyi’iiiK oa 

1S7 ! 


1 



Tola! (jiiflJitsfiii niLalii’iil purponoH 

Df'.Oll 

86,000 ' 

1,10, Olio j 

1,01,000 j 


lalical Mi'lioola and ColW'gi'a— 


! 

2,18,000 

^ ! 


Medii-al Uollogo 

l.Ti.-W 

' 1,91,000 , 

2,43,400 

The increase in the budget is 



1 


j 

1 

for mcivaso in (he number of 
Frufesscia and Demouatraloi-a 
and for ihe revision of the 
pay of Frofessors, for cost of 



1 


i 

supply of electric current, for 
Increased grant under soho. 






larshipa, coatof luadical stoua. 






niedels end diag ams, and 
rates and taxes on a<. count 






of increased asteMmeut. 

Modlral tioliooli 

i.io,on.A 

1.1 7. WO 

1.14,000 

1,17,400 

♦ 

Total ... 

2,84.63 1 

.3,08.090 j 

8,32, OtHi 

3,02,890 


imtif Alt Inin ... ». 

1,0!>,000 

1,18,670 ' 

1,18,000 

1,09,700 

The decrease la under Balanes. 

id.vl lloainiul 

1 iit,«7:i 

13,000 

lO.OlHI 

12,900 

fuiioal Jiiainuior ...# . 

40,1181 

60,(KNI ' 

.36,000 

32,0U0 

Thu saving in the revised is 






under ralariei. 

'< in la .. .. ... .M 

2,311 

I.WK! ' 

2,000 

1 

1,900 


.till iimiponsailon allowan«H> 



6 m 






21,89,200 


Z*^tirt—For lounding 


- ; 


1 -200 


Total 

19.91 ,000 

10,66,316 

20.46,000 

21.89,006 


llastorn Fongal 

;i.lfl,798 

3,18.086 

1,87,000 

; 

i 

ObaM) Tutax. 

aa,u7.8i3 

i 

22,76,000 1 

1 

23,12,OUO 

! 

i 21,89,000 

1 

1 

1 




1806.3 


^ BtHjfal Finmuial Staimmi fir t906-C7. 


n 


flSADS. 

1804-1806. 

1806-1806, j 

1806-1JI8T. 

Actoak. 

Sanctioned { 
eatlmate. 

Reviaad. | 

Budfet. 

1 

% 

’ 1 

‘ 1 

6 

EulerUinment Of Bnvoya and 

Itnrbwr praaenU and allowanieito Vaklla, etc./ ... 
Utacellaneoua 

Rs. 

1,!*T8 

H.6H 

2,075 

Rs. 

15 

10.7(h» 

«.50l 

• 

tts. 

1,000 

lO.tMMi 

6,000 

200 

6 Mill 
^(MHI 

For round mgr 

1 16.J)71» 1 ' 

_ : 1 

Total .. 

15.« 5 

17,000 

ie,(KHi 

10,000 

Eaatmi Bengal 

h,15-i 

5.1 HKl 

1 

Grard Total 

2o,Kao 

22.0011 

to.iwo 

10,00(1 

— Scientific and other Minor DepartmenU^ 




Fretervatlon and tranalalloii of aiicioni manna- 
VrtiiSinary and Bt*Wlon Chftrg«« 

6,200 

7M,7ti6 

! 

: 0,00.1 
1,83.«J7 

1 

6,0110 

88,000 

1 

s.ooo 

1,.SO.OOO 

Registrar of Co-operative Credit Socto'ios .. 

! .'i.OOO 

25,1)00 

16,000 

1 

1 

1 

2‘',0(l0 

imperial Inilitute ... 

Bonationa to gclontiAc Societies 

Kiperlmontal (JuUivutmn «. 

1,04 il»« 

i 

500 

1 H.lMtO 

1 ,70. 160 

i 

' N.OOO 

1 1.77.<H)0 

1 

500 

' H.oiiO 

f .(HI.OOO 

i 


&B1UII18. 


OmHionii Vlantntion 


ib\u- and Fitlri* . 

and ‘’ubhc Oai dfiih 


nbcfali'JH 

tpticior oi Factonea 


,UP0T and Mennnr. 

utiatinfi of Hnilway TralWr 
stratlon cf Hi^or-burne Traffic 
lucUJ BWtiaUw 


Bcaniinalloiu 

HuoeltanuoUN 

K^funds 


KMtom Batigal . 

QRa?rD Total 


. , 1 .07.06S 

1 

2, '16,01.0 

1 

! 

1,1)7,000 1 

2,2'i,o()o ' 

. i H0<'7 1 

i 

1 

:t 000 , 

1 

1 

.T.Odii 

.n/.oo 

.. : 1,71.16.H , 

i 1 

1,32,000 

1 lO.iilMl 

1 H.ooo 

; 1 

... I ' 

2«.‘H)0 ' 

2*>,rHMi i 

84,000 

, ; 2*,:i27 

a3,(Mio j 

2(1,1100 

32.000 

! 

1.1211 

l.W'O ' 

1 

1.000 

1,700 i 

21.5^ f 

47.0.)0 1 

17,000 

22,00(1 1 

1 B.872 

8,700 

O.oO'i 

11,000 ' 

! 4.721 

5.<i(MI 

4,(K)(I 

3.500 ! 


lh,H87 

17,3' '8 \ 

IW.iiOO j 

1 

24,800 


8.912 

1 4,600 

6,0(K) 

4.r.iib 

... 

H.HOB 

1 10,000 

0.000 

10,000 ] 


2.800 

1 

'2,000 

*• 1 


21 

1 


1 


160 

600 

^ 7,60,000 

W) \ 


0,04,614 

«,27,IH6 


10,76,000 1 


6.884 

18.8.6 

i 

6,000 

; 


7,0(1^ 

0,40,0011 

7.G6,0(H) 

10.70.ii0U 


ThiMliTninsi- in ilir» r(>n«»V. i* 
riu« U) (In* non iii ili/-»iioii 
it flift liiin|j |>i«ivisit>n Ilf 
li CiO.WKI lo| llic I th iikiiiii 
of Iho II atitiMioii u( 111 iKnrIiiM 
aim of Kn. I. niHi for ibc imro* 
ilui’Iioti of Ulaiulcri! uikI I 'nr' v 
Aot*. Hutlici'i nil liu)i K |ito\ I 
«|on foi uri amtiliunul lerl ini r, 
fiH liiiTi ita# III till) nuiiibt'i 
tor iiTViujI'. tor aohii-l, Hriil 
(or Incii'HNo iiit1ii<tniK I'bniito 
jillllKCt lUl'Illlloil 11)1 loilM- of 
|iiiy *iiii allowauci- of tlui 


turn loriii tlio npni mi part 
itiiidi* by till* (loviM iiiiii'nt of 
tiiiiin, aiiiii' (ho imHHiiiK of 
ino bmliC't liMl on tho 
ntlii>r till ml llitno iihk 
Im'oii iIim ri um* fill (to nmi 
utili/Ht|i>n ot Hill ^lui.l of 
Rs X4,<MM)fui u farm III iliMiion- 
htruUi (be vnliii' ol irriKution, 
Rn, fiii.iioo lor ilio I III III 
I'loi ditifc Inriii 111 I'liiiu ami 
Ua, K.iliill fur tan Innl |i nl 
iiiK liiriiis, tioiiHioii buN 

111 on munu 111 ttiu ImiUkoI Ioi 
ten* ilovi'lo|iiuiiiit of I iio tini- 
I ultural i>i‘|iiirliii«>iil 

Tim ileoii’aHo tn tin* roi im il 
m duo I till fl I Ioi tlio 
iioiniiiilliitiinri >t t li<> (iiiii !• 
Hioii of Ra, i;i,iioii (tii Mun- 
horiK IMniitiil loii If 11(1^01 
uioiiiili** Rs |o lilt, 

MIIUO {lUl poll*' 

HikIkoI iiiolmlifc Rr. .‘(.('Od for 
aiijiorviin. n < ( piihln KunlniH 
III uud niui Call ut la 

HiiiiKof tiioliiiloa piiv for (In* 
ii|>iii.inliiii>iil of un uddilioiiai 
luHpcctor. 


The mcrnaai’ id (oi *ho lii- 
{■iiiakiMl nimilmr of I'lorks 
iitiniloioil in tlio Ul r'aiiranaa 
for ili« loamiriiUon of 
inimnul roaii home iiaQii. 


. iyupSrdftnuatiou^ 


8ui>arann«»‘'"“ *^*°"*"°*‘ 


8»,G2,000 

28,44.000 

*4,61,000 

iJlowROceo 

> 1B.W6 

1 

16,000 

11.000 

18,000 

Orataitle* ... _ 

Manna *’***”^ ^ 

8,818 

88,181 

71 

9.000 

80,000 

9,000 1 
8(1.000 1 

9.000 

82.000 

Total 

18.88.088 1 
4,14,814 1 

*4.07.000 

i,u8,0(M) 

no4.0(io 

8,l9,0iM» 

*6 ,87, 000 

ORi.vi> Total 

*7,87388 j 

18,18.000 

t0,28,C80 

*8,87,000 


Tncreaaed prnvlafnn made to 
onml tfm annu.il novth of 
eipomlifure aa woll aa to 
meet the ohaiitAa of Pullre 
forcee hitheriu paid froM 
(ho I'olice HiiperatinuHlKin 
Fund. 

Eituriate bated on the atwr 
afte actuala of li«k ibreo 
jMra. 


2 


Th Bengal Financial Siatemeni fir [ 24 th Mamob, 


0 . — Staiionerp and Priniinp^ 


liSAnB 

1900 1090. 

190I>UN)«. 

1809.1997, 

Bsmauxs, 

Aotnala. 

Sanotloned 

eatlmate. 

1 BeviMd. 

Budget. 

1 

• 

1 ^ 

4 

8 

0 

* 

Ka 


K* 

Be. 


ahonery Olllco al the Preaiditncy 

• 

80,100 

os.ooo 

64,000 

71,001) 

Budget incindea increaMd 
jrrani for rontingenciea and 
U.)te> and uzoa on aecount 
of the removal of the office 
to Ilullanda. 

piirchaand In the c-ountry .. 
tvernmant Piesaei 

37.307 

8,03.000 

44,000 

4.18,000 

41,00<'i 

3,57,000 

4.8,000 

4,18,000 

1 

The ilHcresM- In the revised 
la for arnillu »x*.eiidUiue 
under piec.-.band e«tabllib. 
ment and coutlngenclea. 

loUnK at PriTatH PrM«ea 

iliomry aupplied from Oentral Htorea 

fund* 

033 

4,83,430 

H08 

700 

8,43.000 

1.800 

l.Ooo 1 
5,80,0<t0 
1 ,(HjO ] 

1,000 ' 
e.oii.ooo 1 
1,000 1 


T. tal ... 

0.71.43.1 

10.71.600 

10,81,000 i 

10,20,000 1 


Baitcrn Ronttal 

1.33.440 

1,80,60*1 

D.UOO 1 

. 1 


Okaru Total 

11,O3,0C8 

12.22,000 

10,43,000 j 

10,20,000 1 



' . — MmdlamouB — 


ivelllng allowanoea to ofhceiH aiUriidiriK exumito 

l■e^lpLiou t<i periodioala ... , 

4k 073 

4.4-0 

e.ouo 

7,000 

‘ 6.ono 

6,000 

ward ior prollcl«Mcy In Oriental Innguageg, and 
llowanco to IjuiiKuaftit KAaiuination O'umudtleo , 

11.700 

11,000 

12.000 

12,001) 

it of biKtka and publiceliiina „ 

uatiuua lur olianlabic purpoaoM 

8,740 

1,40,817 

1,000 

1,20,800 

1.000 
1. 82. 000 

1,000 

1,20,000 

irges on aoonunl of Knrop«'an vagranta 

wunlH loi doah nelKirt of wild am in ala ... 

Lv eNlabliNhnioiilH .. .... 

x'litl Cuiiimuununa of Enquiry 

6.20H 

4,.%81 

86,007 

8,007 

7,000 

6,800 

27,tHH> 

44,000 

11,000 

O.dOO 

18,000 

22,000 

7,000 

0.000 

17,00(1 

20,000 

mldurhnrgoa . . .. 



9,000 

0,000 

lOOTorabte tom pom y loani written off ... , 

6,100 

14,000 

8,000 

8,000 

.rg('a foi nearch ol hidden Trcaaurn 
la, llaiON, and 'l'ai«<H 

li ibidiuiia .. , ... 

10 

88.740 

4,831 

"ill. 000 

1 4,C0O 

80,000 

28,000 

aoiooo 

6,000 

ci-ilaiu-ouN and uiilnreaeoii ohargea 

41,620 

0.060 

28,000 

7,000 

•eilliiiiiious refunda 

UOI dlnaiy Item 

luundiiiK 

0.026 

4,000 

" " IMX) 

8.00D 

ft,000 

Total 

3,06.807 

2.70.000 j 

3,60,0(8) 

2 77,(0'! 

Baaiern Bengal ... 

86.916 

36,000 

16, (Kill 


OuAM> Total 

3.42.812 

8,14 OIH) j 

8.76,000 

— i 

2,77,000 < 


finMPcl On autnalt, 

Nuininiil provition 
uuuiljiiitti'd liubitH. 


to meet 


lDfiton»»o with reference to 

actuulB. 


iiivisei mniiaoB ■peon 

Krun N of He «,000 to Ih 
Lfjily Jhjtr.nin Victoria Uoi 
piial and its. ijs, 60 (i < 
tiio Oelcmta Fomalo ^furre 
lasiitution 


u< Count <>( Air «av«gt,'fc 

ffioi/avet 'V OhSukidaH 
la.cimjot for which pr,,. 
ylhion was made in ,h« 
hudicot /o, ia heljj 

r.uot.ler unrter Genera* 
AdminjH(rHfli)n. 
iMcliided uiiclor Petty 
ishinonls In im-Ofl „„j 
tin* OHllniiitt' /oriwe^m 
tHlimato haaod on normal c*. 
p«i ditiiro oxciiwire of upoolaJ 
imjuionfa, 

BuMod on artnaN. 

Jm roust- iti iJi„ „ 

duuioiho payuiant of oom- 
pcnsutioii i„ fho P»,n.. 

Mun.c.p.i.tyf.rhui.of fur y 

inroiuo caugod by lh« ostab. 
hshun-nl of fort.v aorTtce 
b.v Brnittil ^orih.\Vt«lJ?S 
Kailwav botwi-cti Palura and 
MuiufKaiij fJhata. 

Itir ai-tnal-t fot luotdlS reiriu 
Bent gfiot lH) payniuntA *|or 
componiiit.on to the proprie, 

JfurJ^lin^ and fooa to Oorerii. 
tnenl Wt-adar fo, tionduotml 
The''r“t i n ' ““ ihereto'l 
Hiargcr of Its ly.opo on 
:/ P“V and allownutw 
Maiiairer. 

Kliajtr Bitale m Parnea. 


— Raihvay Revenue Account — Subsidized Cowpaiii/s hnd. 


^rliiirffog'if the Beugal Provincial Kailway .. | 3,960 | 


—Jrni/auon-^M({/or JForki — ( jr<»rA:i«t7 Expenses) — 


Mk (kuiala «M 

laiH rr I !ai al ••• •« 

I) lidal Oaaal* ... 

' OttUll 


Hotel 


S,18,Stl6 

1.31.882 

47.668 

4.00,09c 

3.48. OdO 
i.ao.ooo 

ai.non 
’ 6,61,000 

8,38,179 

1,61,100 

3H.1SS 

4,88,600 

3,28,006 

1,44,000 

60,000 

6.68,600 


9.88,000 1 

11,04,^ 

19,40.90» 

10,76,006 1 




lM6.j . Mumeial SltimtHt fir ISOt’OT. 73' 

• ’",V4' 

Wfil»—[I)ittmt <m DM)— 

"' l ■^^'^^' - \aams==^ „ i- ..,, , , ,.,^, --^,,,-. ^,1. 


1^ ' 

U04-1BM. 



■■■ 


Aetnala. 

•ancUoned 

aatUnata. 

BMiaad. 

Bndfat. 

t 

t 

3 

4 

5 

• 


Be. 

B*. 

Ba. 

Ba. 


lotorM* M. M. «. 

M.n.M 

34,53,000 

34,53.000, 

14.51.000 



JtS,‘^Minor Works and Navigaiion^ 


IM OfiABQE OP THB PUBLIC WO&KB 
DBPABTMBNT. 

iBuaaTioii ARD NariaanoR Woau. 

W»rht for which Capital aad Movonuo 
Aeoountc arc kept, 

OAlltkL, 

Workain trogrwt. 

HMnapote 0***1 ... 

4,038 

13,000 

7,476 

86,000 

« 

Oiiaaa Oanala 

Bone Oanala ... m m. ... 

Oamodar Oaaal 

Baran Oaaala ... <■' *** 

Oaioutia and Baatam Oaaala ... 

38,333 

8,365 

—1.800 

1,775 

3,81,074 

41.000 

10.000 

1.34.000 

38.000 

1,760 

“*’■ 059 
5.70.688 

40,500 

4,000 

4,50,000 

Ortoaa Ooaat Oanal ». 

e 

-SOS 





Totol Oapital 

3,16,073 

3.87,000 

6.03,762 

6,80,000 

BitAvtjb. 

Ofiaaa Uoaat Oanal •.« 

•aran Oanali ... 

Oaiontta and Baatem Oanala ... .« 

48,400 

1,83U 

3,18,014 

58,000 

8,600 

3.97,600 

66,906 

4.U71 

3.38,643 

01,000 

6,100 

8,04,000 

Total Bevenne 

:i.08,93e 

3,59,000 

3,07.910 

4.00.100 

Total Worka for which OaplUl and Bavenuc 
accounts are kept ... 

0,65.808 

0,46,000 

10.01,571 

0,30,100 

ir«r4a for which oafp Jtoaanao Aeeounti ora kept. 

WOKKB IK PBOOBBaa. 

Badia Blreia _ ... 

Oaigbattaand Biui Bbala 

1.34.338 

10,174 

1,16.000 

1,000 

3,16,003 

076 

1,18,700 

2,000 

Total Work! lor which only Eevenue aocounta 
are kept ‘ 

1,34,413 

1,16,000 

1.16,087 

1,31,000 

WarUfar which naUhar Oapital %or Reaanaa 
Aeooanta are kept, 

WOBKa IK PBOQBKBa. 

Bden Oanal 

fiprS^meot of Narlgeble “ ohannela-^angM 
Bugarsatie Irrlifatlon by pumping at Otter 

34,780 

11,064 

es,iS3 

10,908 

.8 

1 11 

16,463 

3,946 

48,630 

13,968 

87,300 

4.000 

’'ioiooo 

Total Works for which neither Capital nor 
Heveuae accounts are kept 

1,31,901 

89.000 

1,01,886 1 

81,800 

Total Irrigation and Navigation Works 

0,42.374 

8,61,000 

18,30,493 1 

11,83,000 

aaKtcuLTOBai. USD Dbaikagk Wobkb. 
pparka for which neither CapU<A nor Eeaaaae 
Aocounta are kept. 

WOBKS iK PBOOBBSa. 

Oevemment ambankmente and works for the Im- 
‘ provesoent of UoTernment and escheated eaUtes 
Mwlmposw takavi embankmenu uoder contract ... 
dandalTtakari etnbaakraenta under pontract 
Kafpur and Howiah Drainage «. 

Works In charge of Civil DfUcers ... ». 

Mogra Bit DnOnage Projact ... ... 

1 

4,07,048 

04.968 

84.14S 

14,862 

1,14,003 

1 11,1«.000 

J 

10,08.604 

10,30.830 

* Total Agrloultoral 

7,44,734 

11,14,000 

10,09,6»4 

10,30,880 

Raaarva 

Bounding 


30,000 

(-)187 

35,670 

Taaal in ohaiffa o( tha Pahbo Works Dapartmaot ... 


30,04,000 

31.80,000 

31.86,000 

IK OHABQB OF OITIL DBPABTBENT. 
mmbaaknMQta under tha eontraot lyitam— 

■"BittkbUahnianta ... - 

SSUmSS'cMfimS tb.Wii.iid Bali; 

pur drainagas ^ 

Wwaia ... — 2d4l—*For rounding Z 

1,474 

47 

4,«sg 

B 

1,463 

48 

8,276 

“"”354 

1 0,060 

f 6,703 1 

1 910 J 

1 W 

* 111 

in eharaa el tliaCtvtt DepagtoeBt ... 

OnaitP Tota£ ... 

5.5«0 

5,000 

9.000 

10,000 


10, 69,066 

'“USoSJo’ 

I1,I3,6I0 


Bodfot proTiiten !• for ood- 
itniotlag permanent outleta. 
addiliont to woln and other 
ImpHreTnentn forth* control 
of ir^taiioo ftvm the oanal. 

Uiidxet proviilon U for Dudlta 
canal. 


The revised iwtimate include* 
Hi. 3,pii,00O for a inction 
dredrer while tho budget li 
wbully for the laxae purpof*. 


Tho budget Inclndei Ei. 

1.40.000 lor the Mngra Bat 
drainage achnne and Re. 

76.000 for the drainage of the 
BbalrabYaUey in the dlitrivt 
of Jeaaore. 


Provlaion baa been made tor 
ebargea rtn acconot of tba 
embankment oe»a witablUH' 
menti tn Harao. Ohamparaa* 
MasaArpnr and Bwbbaiiiak. 
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J(^5.^0mWorki^ 


\ 


B«Tued. 


Budfvt. 


Il CHAKOB Of TVl'PnUO WOBXt 

Dbfabtmbvi^* 

Orii/indl Woirht, 

OiTil Buildinicf .M ... I Nofc2mmono«d ... 

Oummunictloiu { Nof c^“nfed '.■ 

MiiQollKtiAoiii Public lin«r In proxreM 
proTemunti, I commenced .. 


Repairt. \ 
Civil Buildinx* 

CknnmunlofttioDi 

MtMeikottomi Public ImproTnueute ... 


Bitabliihmeot 

Toole end Plant .. n 

Stock and Huepeiiie 

Total ID charge of Public Worke Department 
!■ cuABaB Of TQi OiTii. PBFXkruairi. 

Ferry eharnea 

„ rnfundfl ». 

Staffing buuK»lowa 

KncamiJinggroumle . ^ „ •. 

Ountriliiiltoiu in aid of Excluded Loral fundi and 
MuuioipaUtici 


Reetrro for Polioo, Jaili and other buHdlnge 


Haitern Kengal 

lotal lu charge of the OItII Departnioot 

Gaanii Tout 


2 M 9 d 72 
} 3.10, M6 
j 1.16.884 


6.87.361 

8.67.747 

BU,7UU 


9.81 .87H 
64 .l>in: 
86.900 


7 

89.046 

e.uui 


14,05,000 

18.46.700 

X.04,60U 

90,001) 

60,000 

80,000 


31,00.800 


6,70, ©no 
8,13,700 
1,07,000 


0,09,800 

fll.llO 


0.812 

27,130 

9,713 


J 86,82,000 
( 8,41,000 
} 1,44,000 


18.67.800 

27.99.800 
1,61,300 

80,000 

1,700 

49,000 


48,69,000 


4.47.000 

8.13.000 

1.07.000 


4.70.000 

9.16.000 

1 . 16.000 


8,91,000 

42,000 

—19,000 


9,13,886 
82, 17^ 


69,000 

8,14,000 


0.188 

30,oon 

8,4iK 

668 


(lO Include* Re. 7,01,000 tor 
Eaetern Bengal. 

(bi Includee Be. 8,86,000 tor 
Eastern Bengal for dz 
month* andHt*halt. 


Budget includes Rt. 84, Ml (or 
an incinerator in Oalontta, 
for grants for srater-worke, in 
Bhagalpur and Monghyr 
Municipalities and for sani< 
tary improvement* to the 
Pun Municipality. 

1 his is chiefly lor Police bnild- 
ings, water-works and Sani- 
tary imnrovoumnte iii the 
town of llarjeeling, and far 
the initial expeuditure for 
separation of Patna diriilon 
into two Commitsionsreblps. 


2,76,000 

64,63,00i» 


11.30.000 

84.66.000 


Contributions from Provincial to Loeai^ 


Hsapi, 

Actuals, 

1904.1906 

Banetionod 

EMtimate, 

1906-1900. 

ReviBed, 

1006.1(11)0. 

Budget, 

1006-1907. 

RiXAEge. 

1 

a 

S 

4 

6 

6 

Land Revenue 

Provincial Rrtva 

Poet Office 

SduoatioD 

Ra. 

81,000 

ZZ i 

Rs. 

80,000 

1,000 

1,000 

4,68,000 

Rs 

so.ooo 

1,000 

8^86,000 

if 1 

The decrease is chiefly doe 40 the traaater of 
Buh-Inspecton of Schools from the servioe of 
District Board* to that of Oovemmoot troa* 
let January 1906. The increase in the 
revised Is for the special grant of B*. 4.80,008 
made through the Divisional Oommlsnosien 
to District Boards for primary school buUil- 
logs out of the special ■aslgnmiuit of 10 lakhs 
under 88— Eduoathm. 

Medical ... 

Suiuollflc and other Ulnor liepart- 

n«cT)tj 

Pivil Works 

MisocHancoue ... ” 

Grant to eetabliah eqaiUbriua 

t.ooo 

' 4,000 

8.88,000 
29,000 
7.70.000 

8,000 

• 7.000 
8,18,000 

ni^ooo 

6.000 

^,000 

S,66,(M'0 

S...C00 

18,11,1)00 

3.000 

7.000 
4,89,000 

14.43,000 

1 

Inoindes the additional asstgaiiient etmlynf* 
«ot to ono'fourth of road esas reMipIfc 

Baitera Bengal 

10,68,000 

8,86,000 

aM8,'’flO 

8.01.000 

CS,6«,Q00 

6,66,000 

19,10.000 

0 

* QaiRO Total « 

14,68,000 

88,18,000 

19,81,000 

18,10,000 




KPOd*] J||ll B^/ngal MfUmmt 

y APPENDIX 0. 

MtOmaitt and Emud E$timaiH c/ 1905-06. 


[The fignrei are in thoniands of rnpeea.] 



• 

BaAot. 

Banctioned 
Kstlm«te 
for un- 
divided 
Beosml. 

EsUmais 
of Kaitern 
dlatrict* 
Deluded In 
oolumn 8. 

Differenee 

between 
xkliuim* 8 and 

a 

Selinrate of 
?iiml)alp»r 
(or Uet 6| 
nionttu. 

. ___ 

Total of 
(H)luninB 4 and 
a t.e., «»ti- 

Now Benssl. 

BerlMd 
MtiDiaie 
for Now 
Bonsai. 

AotnaU of 
flnt S| 
inontlis of 
Butern 
PUtrioU. 

Totaled ^ 
column* T 
and a 

1 

8 

8 

4 

5 

e 

7 

s 

9 

Principal Heads of Revenue — 

l,_Limd Eeyenue 

IV.— Stamps 

V. — Excise 

VI. — Provincial Rates ... 

VIII.— Assessed Taxes 

IX. — Forests 

X— Registration 

Total ••• 

• 

XIL— Interest 

Receipts by Civil Department— 

XVI.— Law and Justice- 
Courts of Law ... 

Jails 

XVII.— PoUco 

XVIII. — Marine 

XIX.— Education 

XX.— Medical ^ 

* XXI.— Scientific and other Minor 

Departments ... 

Total 

Miscellaneous — 

XXII.— Receipts in aid of buperannua- 
tion ••• 

XXIII.— Stationery and Printing 

XX V .—Miscellaneous 

Total 

Major works (direct reccifItB) . 

XYT. Minor works and navigation — 

By Public Works Department 
„ Civil Department 

Total 

Buildings and Roads — 

XXXII.— Civil Wofks— , _ , , 

By Public Works Department 
„ Civil Department 

Total 

Oodtributions ... 

GiiAin) Total 

Rs 

1,07,7G 
-f 8G,35 
1,07,00 
75,91 
53.34 
12,75 
3,00 
17,00 

Rs. 

33,10 

37.52 

12,47 

16,13 

1,76 

75 

0,78 

74,60 

60.85 

09,48 

03,44 

36,91 

10,99 

2,25 

10,22 

lu 1 

1 

22 

“ll 

31 

6 

4 

1 

Rs. 

74.82 
+ 80,35 
09.59 
03,75 
30,97 
10,99 
2,29 
10/23 

Rs. 

74,52 
-h 93,49 

71.00 
00,72 
.30.i)3 
11,37 

2.40 

10.01 

Rs. 

10,55 

20,26 

6,95 

7,87 

90 

82 

3,68 

Rs. 

86,07 
•f 93,49 
01,26 
70.67 
44,80 
12,33 
2,72 
14,32 

4,63.11 

1,08,87 

3,54,24 

75 

3,61,99 

3,07,07 

50,59 

4,17,68 

3,35 

24 

3,11 

1 

3,12 

2 S2 

9 

2,01 

8,14 

14,00 

2.00 

13,25 

7,70 

4,37 

2,57 

2,39 

1,50 

10 

20 

1,58 

0 

1 

6,76 

12,50 

1,81 

13,05 

0,12 

4,31 

2,60 

3 

4 

”* 1 

1 

5,78 

12,61 

l,s4 

13,05 

0,13 

4,32 

2,50 

6,40 

12.00 

1,30 

10,50 

0,10 

6,40 

2,78 

1,87 

GB 

0 

14 

77 

a 

6.77 
18,28 

1,86 

16,64 

0,67 

0 , 40 * 

2.78 

52,03 

6,90 

40,13 

0 

40,22 

60,14 

3,05 

53,10 

73 

1,40 

10,09 

0 

13 

3,29 

07 

1,27 

0,80 

3 

70 

1.27 

0.80 

00 

1,27 

6,20 

7,13 

1 

5 

8 

ao 

65 

1,86 

5,62 

12,22 

3,48 

8,74 

3 

8,77 

49 

7,62 

20,00 

C,50 

1,28 


20,00 

6,50 

1.28 


20,00 

0,50 

1,28 

21,5C 

0,8C 

l,2^■ 

• ... 

21,60 

6,80 

1,28 

27,78 


27,78 


27,78 

29, 6i 

... 

29,68 

2,80 

2.41 

'”69 

2,80 

1,82 


2.80 

1,82 

2.0i 

1,71 

) ”*26 

2,02 

2,06 

5,21 

69 

4,02 


4,62 

3,8] 

L 26 

4,07 

, 63 

22 

41 


41 

51 

J 7 

67 

, 5 , 64,33 

1,19,30 

4,46,03 

88 

4,45,91 

4,61,01 

5 54,55 

6 , is , ai > 




The BmgM Finaneial Siatenmi fyr 1906-07, 
APPENDIX 0. 


[24tH Mixiaii 


and Revised EiiimaUi of Ejcpendtture, 1905^, 


[The fignre* are in tbonfandi of mpeei.] 


HaiDa. 

Biinetion«d 
Bstloikte 
for un- 
divided 
BenfeL 

Betimate of 
Baitmi 
dutriet*. 
included in 
oolumn S. 

IBflerenee 

between 

eoluiDM 

S and B. 

Bitlmata of 
Bambalpor 
for lut 
inontbs. 

Total of 
oolamm 4 
and B, Le., 
estimate of 
New Bengal. 

Bevlaed 
Mtlmate 
for New 
Bengal 

Actuals of 
first ei 
iDOntbe oi 
Bastere 
Districts. 

Wlot 

columns 

7 and!. 

1 

e 

8 

4 

B 

e 

7 

B 

• 

Direct demand on the revcnuoa — 

1. Bofundn and drawbacks 

2. AHHi^mcntH and Compenaationa ... 
8, Land lie venue 

6. Stamps ... 

7. KxeiHC ... ... 

8. Provincjal Katoa ... 

10. ABBCHBed Taxes 

11. ForoHtB ... 

12. Boguitration 

Uh 

1,85 

1,62 

47,22 

3,60 

8,78 

92 

89 

1,91 

9,96 

m. 

21 

80 

12,60 

1,86 

61 

81 

7 

60 

3,05 

Rs. 

1.14 
1,28 

34,02 

2.14 
8,17 

61 

32 

1,41 

6,01 

Rs. 

'61 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Rs. 

1,14 

1,23 

86,13 

2,16 

3,18 

62 

32 

1,46 

6,01 

Rs. 

1,09 

86 

82,32 

1,86 

8,04 

67 

85 

1,38 

6,96 

Rs. 

18 

7 

8,26 

88 

88 

22 

8 
19 

2,22 

Ra. 

1,22 

48 

40,60 

2,28 

8,87 

79 

38 

1,67 

8,17 

Total 

70,06 

20,00 

60,65 

60 

61,24 

46,91 

11,86 

68,76 

18. Interest on ordinary debt 

Post office 

2 22 

80 

1,92 

* 1 

1,92 

1 

2,06 

1 


» 

* 2,06 

1 

Salaries and Ex])ens(w of (bvil T)opartment — 

18. General Adiumifliraiion 

r Court of Law ... 

19. Law and Joatiee \ 

t Jails 

• 20. Police 

21. Marino 

22. Education 

24. Medical ... ... 

26. Political ... ... * 

20. Boientific and othor Minor I)opart> 

mont. 

10,02 

1,02,00 

28,20 

78,00 

11,23 

47,62 

22,75 

22 

9,40 

2,43 

28,87 

6.02 

15,20 

16 

0.88 

8,19 

5 

13 

16,60 

78.18 

22.18 
08,61 
11,08 
4(»,64 
10,60 

17 

0,27 

’”io 

8 

33 

*" 9 

6 

16,59 

78,82 

22,26 

03,94 

11,08 

40,73 

19,62 

17 

0,27 

18,87 

70,64 

28,33 
67,03 
11,70 
81,17 
20,16 
10 
7,60 ^ 

80 

16,26 

2,97 

9,21 

12 

8,13 

1,67 

6 

19,67 

86.79 

26.80 
66,24 
11,91 
34,80 
22,12 

16 

7,56 

Total 

8,19,24 

03,01 

2,66,23 

76 

2,66,98 

2.40,84 

84,20 

2,75,M 

MiaoollancouH— 

20. Superannuation, Ac. ... 

80. Stationery and Printing 

82. Miscellaneous 

28,16 

12,22 

8,14 

4,08 

' 1,60 
85 

24,07 
10,72 j 
2.79 

G 

1 

24,13 

10,72 

2,80 

23,04 

10,31 

3,60 

2,29 

9 

16 

26,23 

10,48 

8,75 

Total 

48,61 

6,03 

87,68 

7 

37,65 

87,88 

2,68 

40,41 

Irrigation — 

42. Major Works — 

Working cxpeiiHos 

Intercut on debt 

48. Minor Worku and Navigation — 

By Publii- Works DejMirtment . 

„ Civil Department 

11,04 

21,52 

20,0t 

6 


11.04 
24,62 

20.04 

5 


11.04 
24,62 

20.04 

6 

10,60 

24,52 

22,30 

9 

... 

10,60 

24,52 

22,80 

9 

Total 

65,66 


65,66 


55,66 

67,41 


•67,41 

Buildings and Iloads 

46. Civil Wokrs — 

By Public Works Department 
„ Civil Department 

60,48 

25,82 

7,62 

6,16 

48,86 

20,66 

86 

49,21 

20,06 

68,68 

2,73 

8,26 

2 

61,88 

2,75 

Total 

82,30 

12,78 

69,52 

35 

69,87 

61,36 

8,27 

64,63 

Contributions 

33,13 

8,01 

26,12 

2 

26,14 

23,66 

6,65 

29,81 

Qbani) Total 

6,06,70 

2,10,08 1 
1. 

4,96,67 

1,79 j 

4,98,46 

4,70,12 

57,60 

6^27,62 

Pro^incul surjilus ( t ) or do6oii( — ) 

—42,37 

d-9,27 

—61,64 


—62,65 

—9,07 

—2,96 

—12,02 


The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 7^h April, 1906. 


L, 0. ADAM, 

Qfg, Secretitrg to the Bengal Council 

OALOtTTTA : 

The Iklh AprU 1906. 

B, 9. P*!.. 



Abstract of the Proesddings of Hu CottneU of the Lieutenant^ Governor of Bengaly 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861 and 1898, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 7th April, 
1906, at 11 A.M. 

Sr^xrst: 

The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.i., lieutenant-Qovernor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c-s.i., c.le. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke. 

The Hon’ble Mr, S. P. Sinha, 0%. Advocate-Oeneral of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Ingus. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Shirres. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Richardson. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G, Gordon. 

The Hon’ble Mb. C. G. H, Allen. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Chabah Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble JIr. J. Chaudhuri, h.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Waszf Ali Mirza, of Mursbidabad, 
The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendra Nath Mukherjee, h.a., bx. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. D. Nihmo. 

The Hon’ble Bard Bhupendra Nath Basu, m.a., bx. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Sted SB[UEFnDDiK. 

The Hon’ble eMR. W. T, Spink. 

New Mshbebs. 

The Hon’ble Messrs. S. P* Sinha and W. T. Spink took their seats 
in Council. 
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Questioni and Answers, 

[i/r. Syed Shurfuddin; Mr. Skirres,"] 


[7th Afbil, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
Maijoha in Arrau. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked: — 
Has the attention of 


the Government been drawn to the marginally- 
noted statement* occurring in the course of a 
leading article on ‘‘ Famine and Irrigation ” pub> 
lishcd in the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper of 
the 10th March, 1900 (Dfi,k Edition), and will the 
Government bo pleased to state if the matter has ever been inquired into V If 
so, with what result V If not, will the Government be pleased to appoint an 
independent Committee to inquire into and report on the matter V 


• “ Arrah was one of the bealthi 
rfft diHtncta in India; it la now 
ouc of the moat malana-strickf'n 
piacen owing to the canal ajatem/' 


The Hon^ble Mr. Suikres replied : — 

“The question was inquired into by a Commission appointed in 1887 to 
examine the working of the Sone Canals Administration. The conclusions of 
that Committee were dealt with in a note by Lieut.-Ool. C. W. 1. Harrison, r.f.., 
tne then Chief Engineer, Bengal, and were considered by Government in 
the Rosolutioo in the Public Works Department No. 206*1., dated 4th 
February, 1890. Both Lieutenant -Colonel Harrison’s note and the Resolution 
were; published in the Clalcutta Gazette of the 12th February, 1890. The 
subject was dealt with in paragraphs 59-61 of the note and in paragraph 12 of 
th(^ Resolution. In the Sanitary Report for 1904 the Sanitary Commissioner 
reported that the most malarious parts of the district were those in which canal 
irrigation was not carried on. This was also noted by Government in the 
Resolution quoted above.” 


Water-supply RixasrERs in the Mufassal. 


The Hon’blo Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked : — 


Will the Government 

t The lion'ble Mr. Baker 
replied 

• • • • 

“ At the aame time every Dih- 
tnot Board and Municipality wan 
required to make a kind uf water- 
Kupply survey of the area under 
ltd jurisdiotion, and to prepare 
two rogistora showing the oxisting 
aouroee of aopply of every town or 
village eontaiiimg more than 100 
houaea, together with information 
aito the purity or otherwise of 
every tank, well or atream. and its 
ownerabip ” 


early report ? 


be pleased to state if the District Boards and 
Municipalities of Bengal have made the water- 
supply survey of the areas under their respect- 
ive jurisdictions as intimated by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Baker, t in reply to a question put by the 
Hon’ble Babu N. N. Sen at a meeting of the 
Bengal Legislative Council held on the 16th April, 
1899 ? If such a survey has been made, will the 
Government be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement giving the details of the survey, district 
by district ? If such a survey has not been made, 
will the Government be pleased to ask the District 
Boards and Municipalities to do it and submit an 


The lion’ble Mr. Siiirres replied : — 

“ The question presumably refers to the water-supply registers prescribed 
under Circuits Nos. 7T.M., and 8T.M., dated the 15th May, 1896 in 
wliich Municipalities and District Boards wore instructed to prepare^ two 
registers sJiowing wliether the existing sources of wateyupply were sufiS- 
cieut for the requirements of the population and what ought to be done 
to extend or to improve them. Practically the same question was asked 
at the^ mee ting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the 9th ApriL 1902 
Manindra Chandra Nondy, of CossimbaLr. The 
Hon bio M. inbor is referred to the answer given by the flon’blo Mr. Kisch to 
that question which contains the information required. This answer was 
published in Part LVA of the Calcutta Gaaette, dated the 14th May, 1902.” 



IWOJ 


f^esiwns ana Jinsifferg, 


[^Bahk Jogcndra Nath Mukh^rjec; Mr, Carlyle.^ 

The Subordinate Executive Service. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jookndra Nath Mukherjee asked:— 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — (i) the number of Deputy Collectors and Sub-Dtmuty Collectors 
appointed by the Bengal Governmt nt who, though residents of Westoin Bengal, 
have been transferred to Eastern Bengal ; and yii) the number of Deputy CoUoe* 
tors and Sub- Deputy (kdlectors who have been kept in Western Bengal, though 
residents of Eastern Bengal ? 

(б) Is it a fact that, when the partition of Bengal was ordered, the Govern- 
ment of India gave spe cial orders that, as far as possible, officers should be kept 
in their home Province V 

(c) In the Civil List of the old Province corrected up to January, 1906, 
it is found that some officers have been transferred to Eastern Bengal and 
their names have been omitted from that list. Does it moan that tlieir cases 
have been finally disjiosod of, and tliat they shall bo compelled to servo in the 
T^rovince of Eastern Bengal and Assam even if they do not wish to remain 
there ? Will the Government be pleased to reconsider the matter, and ask for 
the opinion of tlie officers concerned before finally deciding it ? 

(d) In ca8(' the Government is unable to provide for oil officers who are 
I'esidents of’ the Western Province in that Province, will the Government be 
pleased to allow such officers as may be unwilling to serve in Eastern Bengal 
the option of retiring with such compensation pension or gratuity as they may 
be entitled to under the rules ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to devise some scheme which will 
admit of the trunshir (if Deputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors from 
one Province to the other at their request ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state what orders, if any, have been 
passed with regard to the granting of travelling allowances to oub-Deputy 
Collectors who at presciil do not get any halting allowance or anything for 
travelling up to lo miles by road, a question which the Government once 
before declared to he under consideration, and also state what orders have boon 
passed regarding th(‘ chanting of the officiating period of their service towards 
pension ns in the cast of’ Deputy Collectors, wliich matter also the Government 
was pleased to declare once before to be under consideration V 


The llon’blc Mr. Cariyle replied:— 

(«) A statcmorit is laid on th(‘. table showing ( 2 ) the number of Deputy 
Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors appointed by the Bengal Government, 
residents of Western Bingal, serving in Eastern Bengal, and (iV) the number 
of Deputy Collectors and JSub- Deputy Collectors, residents of Eastern Bengal, 
but kept in this province. 

(^j The orders of the Government of India were to the effect that in 
working out the final constitution of the staff of each province, the utmost 
consideration compatible with the interests of the public service should be 
shown to the wishes of individual officers as to the province in which they 
should be employed. 

(c) Tke fact that the names of officers serving in Eaatem Bengal have 
been omittea from the Civil List corrected up to January 1906, does not mean 
that the cases of these officers have been finally disposed of. 

(d The qucsiion of offering compensation pension or gratuity has not 
been considerea, and it is very unlikely to# arise. In the course of time, it 
will probably be possible to allow officers, residents of this nrovince, to return 
10 it. 

(e) No scheme can Ix^ devised by which Deputy Collectors and Sub- 
Deputy Collectors could at once b(' transferred from one province to the other 
at their request. It will probably be possible to do so in the course of a few 
ye*6. 

(/) The question of the travelling allowance of Sub-Deputy Collectors 
holding certain appointments has lat^y been decided by the Government of 
India in their favour. The general question has not been consideredL 
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As regards the second portion of the question^ the Hon’ble Babu J<^endra 
Nath Mukheijee is referred to article 375 of the Civil Service Begumtioiui, 
which lays down the conditions on which the services of sub, pro Urn, Sob* 
Deputy Collectors count towards pension. 

Staimeni referred to in the ahotfe antwer. 

Number of Deputy Oolleotors and Sub-D^uty OoUeotors appointed by the Bengal 
Government, residenta of Weitem Bengal, serving in Eastern Beng^ 

Deputy Colleotors ... ... 32 

' Sub-Deputy Collectors ... ... 17 ^ 

Number of Deputy ('oUeotors and Sub-Deputy Colleotors, residents of Eastern Bengal, 
but kept in this province : — 

Deputy OoUeotors • ... 22 

Sal>Deputy OoUeotors ... 10 

Veenacuiab Text-Books, 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogenuba Nath Mukherjee asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to call for a report from Head-masters 
oi Indian Schools as to whether the number of vernacular text-books introduced 
into the lower classes are too many and too difficult for the understanding 
of the boys ? 

Tlie Hon*ble Mr. Richardson replied:— 

“In the opinion of the Government it is unnecessa^ to cull for reports 
from Head-masters of Indian Schools, as suggested by the Hon^ble Member.” 

“ An inquiry has already been instituted as regards the text-books pre- 
S(iribed or approved for use up to the end of the lower primary course, and the 
Government expects shortly to be favoured with the report of a Committee 
which has been appointed to consider the subject. It is anticipated that on 
the basis of the Committee’s report it will bo found possible largely to reduce 
the number of text-books, and that the revised list will contain only text-books 
written in simple language, understood by the people.” 

“As regards upper priti. ary and middle vernacular schools, the Qt)vem- 
inont 1 as under its consideration the question of the revision of the courses of 
studies in these schools and the connected question of curtailing and simplify- 
ing th(i text-books now in use.” 

Subjects dealt with by the Secretarifs to Government before and 

AFTER THE PARTITION OF BeNQAL. 

*■ 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked : — 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 



since the partition of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mb, Richardson replied: — 

“ Circulars giving the information which the Hon’ble Member desires 
are laid on the table,” 

Dirkctor of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

* 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked • 

Will the Government be pleased to state what has been the costj 
including salary, establishment and contingencies, of training an officer of the 
Civil Service for the post of the Director of Public Instniotion in Bengal 1 
From what source has this cost been Inet ? And under what head has it mn 
debited in the bud^t ? Was any member of the Civil Service ever before fliu 
tbo Director of ^blio Instruction in Bengal ? If so, when ? And what wac 
ttie cost, if any, of giving him a similar training ? 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Richardson replied:— 

“ I think that the Hon’ble Member is labouring under a misapprehension. 
He is apparently under the impression that Mr. Earle was appointed to special 
duty in the office of the Director of Public Instruction, with a view to be 
trained for the office nf Director. This is not the case. 

^4t is true that Mr, Earle when on furlougli sacrificed a considerable portion 
of his holiday for the purpose of making himself acquainted with educational 
institutions in England, Goniiany and Switzerland and the s} steruH in vogue 
in those countries. This cost the Government nothing. IJe was asked 
to return from leave a month or two bcfoio Sir Alexander Peukr gave over 
charge, with a view to allowing the latter to devote his time to University 
work ; and he has been discharging the duties of the Director of Public 
Instruction ever since. 

As to tl.o second part of tho question, if the Ilon’ble Member will refer 
to page 7 of Mr. Puckland’s book entitled ^Bengal under the Jdeutenant- 
Governora,’ he will find tliat Mr. Gordon Young, a mem her of tho Civil 
Service, was appointed Director of Public Instruction in JiSfjo, when the post 
was first created. Ilistor}^ is unfortunately silent on the (juesiion whether 
any special expenditure was incurred for tlie purpose of training him, but I 
believe that no such expenditure was incurred.” 


Proposed imendment of Rule 6 framed under Section 1G of the Code or 
Criminal Procedure. 

The Ilon’ble Bahu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked: — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government heon drawn to the recent 
Full Bench Ruling referred to in the CalruHa Weekb/ Ao/ca (issue March 5th, 
1906 ) regarding Rule 6 of the rules framed by the Local Government, under 
section 16 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which provides that in case of a 
Bench of Magistrates being equally divided tin* opinion of tho Chairman sliall 
prevail ? 

(^) Having regard to the fact that all tlie .liidges composing the F'ull 
Bencii expressed the opinion that the rule in question was an undesirable rule, 
lud that two of the Judges held the rule to be ultra vircs^ will the Government 
36 pleased to alter the rule ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson replied : — 

“ The question of amending the rule referred to by the Hon’ble Member 
L8 under the consideration of the Government, Any amendment that will be 
nade will be duly notified in the Gazette.” 

Professor of Sanskrit in the Pbesidenct College. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Natu Basu asked : — 

Is it true, as stated in the Amrita Bazar Patrika^ that the Government 
ntends to give the appointment of a Professor of Sanskrit in tho Presidency 
]Jollego, for which Rs. 6,000 has been provided in the next year’s budget, to a 
Curopean ? 

• 

The Hon’blo Mb. Richardson replied:— 

” Tile proposal to appoint a European Professor of Sanskrit in the 
Presidency College was originated by Alexander Pedlek, who was 
impressed by tho backward state Of Sanskrit learning in this Province where 
the traditional or eastern method of teaching Sanskrit has hitherto been 
followed. Under the inspiration of European scholars, more modem and 
scientific methods of study and lesearch have been adopted in Bombay and 
the United Provinces with correspondingly better results. Sir Axexander 
Pedleb’s views have been submitted to the Government of India. As the 
. matter is before the Government of India, I am unable to give a mere definite 
reply to the Hon’ble Member's question.” 
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The Bengal Financial Statement for 190f>-ir07. 

Thfi Hon'blo Mil Syed iSiiuiiEULDiN said: — “I rannot vrry well befl:in 
niy rcinaikH f)n the Finsiitciul for 190f» 07 without expressing my 

deoj) Hf'iiHO of gratitudo to tia; (nivorntnont of India for llic remission of the 
zaininduii dak eo^s. The ieli(‘f trorn tlds n inissioii will not bc' appreciably 
groat, fni, the burdi'ii of payjmait of this eos lias iit ver been very kefTily felt 
by the individual on wjiorn it his been IovicmI. liut I take; this as oidv' an 
ear?;est for th(5 full realis.ition of one of the fondest dreams of my couiiti\mcn, 
namely, the Jibwliti< n of all those* taxrs on hind which go to counteract or 
in th(i loiist affect, the edects of tlie I’m inEiicnt Settb ment about tlic imposition 
of which the aiitlioiH o) that generous measure nev< r dreamt when granting 
the bo(»n. ‘The (jucstion pn setits iiM'lf, ’ said Lord Cuizon in one of 
his BjU'CchcB, ‘ wh(d)u r it i.s no! bi ltcT as oppru tunitics occur to mitigate 
ihoHO imposts vhic.h an; made to j)rc.-8 iijkhi the cultivating classes more 
severely tlmn the law int(‘nded ^ -Again tin* llon’liciMr Jiaker in intro- 
ducing the I^'inanciiil Statement at the Supreme T--egiHhitiv(‘ L’ounfil has more 
clearly enunciated the sumo piincifde in the following toMus : ‘ d'he arrange- 

ment,’ he is lepiiried to have; said, ‘at Mhich W(‘ (h'siro to aim is that no 
local ccs.se8 shall be imposed on the land sup[)lom(mt.il to the Land-ri vciiue 
proper, cxci'jd such us arc levied by or on behalf of local aiithordies for 
expenditure by tliom on gonuinely local objects; in otl)('r words, local taxation 
on the land shall as far as pi ssible be limited to what is re([uired for local 
administration by local bodicjs and sball not form an asset of impel ial or 
lT(»vincial iev('iiu( h ’ The jirinciple having been tlius recognized and so 
chmrly laid down, tlie d:iy is not distant wln n wo may liojie, the conditions 
remaining th(5 sanus to see the abolition of the Cbaukidnn and similar other 
taxes, and ii is this hope that lead.s rne to begin mv icmarks by expressing 
my d< (}p sense of gratiiudi* to the Government of India. 

“ It was in I'.tdl tlcit the Jlon’ble Mr. Shines, in laying the Budget upon 
the table, announced the new Financial Scttloment made by tluj Imjieiiul 
Gov(Tninent with tho Govcrninont of Bengal, which was to have lasted for 
an indelinite period ; hut the juriition of Jiengal has neces>itated a fresti 
settlement, and 1 don’t think wo Iiuvo much to complain of. Tlie settlement 
of 190i was viewed with a degioe of misapprehension in eeitain (juarters. Up 
to now, howevor, those misapprehensions have not been justified. If we go 
through the whole range <»f tho question of the financial relations of the 
Local Government with the Government of India, from just after the Mutiny 
in 1857 when anytliiuji: deserving the name of systematic finance was intro- 
duced into India, a system very appropriattdy described by Mr. Laiug as one 
of ‘barren uniformity and jiedautic centialisation, ’ to when in 1870 the 
Government of Lord Mayo introduced the scheme of hinancidl decentralisation 
which weowe us much to Lord Aluyo as to Golonel Chesney and Sir Richard 
Temple, from that day up to now as we go through tho various stages of the 
dovelopmoiii of the system, wi^ cannot deny that the fact lias always been 
kept in view that tho obligation to find the fund necessary lor administrativo 
improvements ou^'hi to rest upon the autlu)riti<‘S whose immediate duty it is to 
devise such measun's. The quinquennial contract system was no doubt 
defective ill more n sjieetu than one, for, it came out fully in the evidence 
adduced before the AVi lhy Comuiission that th(‘ system gave rise to dL- 
putoa regarcimg tlie apjiortionment of certain charges betwi cn the Supreme 
Government and the Loc.il Goviunmeiit, which were kept up for years 
and filially dccidi'd to the satisfaction of neitl-cr parties. And though 
the system now introduci'ii caniiol he claimed to he tiie acme of perfection, 
It ‘ iievi'rtlie s constitutes,' to (juoto the lloirble I\lr. iShirn\s, ‘ a stop towards 
greater financial autonomy and is hound to huvo a strong indirect inlluence,’ 
and 1 siiy, it :h u mat( rial stop. I’rovincial finance is a plant of natural growth 
iievelo}Hd under piossure of admin istra live necessity, and owing little or nothing 
to example and liioory. And th(^ quasi-permanent nature of the revised settle- 
jiunit aunoiniecd by the Hon’blo Memhei in charge of the Budget appears to 
uie to be rejdcte with hope and prornso for tho future, ( 

* ^vow coming to the Budget for 190()*07, 1 find that the income under the 
head of ‘Stamp’ has been put at R». 1,45,00,000 and the Provincial share 
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fbalf) Pe. 72.50,000, aB rgainst Fa. 71.00,000, being the revised CBtmiate for 
the last year, thus anticipating an inmas«* of a lakh and-e-Iiulf. 'I'his atnouiit, 
together vitli ihe sum of Ks. 20,0o0, being tlio anticipated increase 
under the head ‘Law and Ju^ti''e’ over the revised estimate for 1905*06 
under the same head, gives a total incr< oso of a lakli and sev enty thousand 
rupees. This incieaso shows a piopoitionate increase in litigation, a fact 
which no one wl o has the welfare of the couiitry at hem t can view without 
alarm. Hut litigation is a necessary evil of ( iviliz.ition, and Iowsix'Vct fine and 
.attractive a scheme to jmt it down without dejuiving the ii divi<lualof his right 
*and privileges, may appear in theory, to give to it practicable (dfoet is 
Burrounded by almost ineurmountable dilfculties. 8o the best thing would 
be to Bj)crd the entire sum in giving relief to litigants and ttiosi' entrusted 
with tli(^ administration of justice. S(>, while thanking the (Joviummcnt for 
the large provision made for increase of Milarios of ininideriul olbcers, renniiiera- 
tion to iMipyists, diet and travelling allowances to vitnt‘ss(s, and ullowames to 
jurors and assesbois, and additional Deputy Magi.^tjntis and their establishment, 
I cannot pass over in silence the claims of tlie im inhers of the Suhordinato 
Judicial Scivice. Pccently I sent a rpiestion on the subject to bo put at the 
Council, but as the repl}? has not been given in time, I do not know what ainion, 
if any, the (lov- rnment is going to take in the matter, ninl 1 cannot allow this 
•opportunity to pass without pressing the subject firmly hut respectfully upon 
tfie attention of the Government, ddie subject is not a new one. d'he jiost of 
Munsiff was first created by a Keguiation in 179;], when they w’ore paid by 
commission on the amount of causes investigated by them, iind it was Sir Cecil 
Bcadon who in 186-i dealt with the question in a comprehensive w^ny. Since 
then the matter lias, off and on, engaged the attention of the Goveruinent, and 
from cei tain unswors given to questions in the (h)uncil it would appear that 
the Guvornment is even now engaged in the solution of ihe question. Hut as 
matters stand the position is very unsatisfactory to all concerned. The 
membcKs of tlio Provincial Executive Service, though of a much later creation 
(this branch of the s( rvice was created by an Act passed in 1.S4S) are much 
better off than those of the Subordinate Judicial Service. The n'cnibors of the 
latter service are rc(jnircd to have better qualifications and in my opinion 
their position sliould be made equal to, if not better than, that of the members 
of the I ro\iiicial Executive Service. The ofliciating Munsifs labour under 
serious diflieulties in that they get no allowaneo during llie intorvuls of their 
appointments. This defect ought to be removed first of all. 'rhen as to 
matters of leave and prumotion, tln-y should be placed on lln^ same footing 
8B the I>(*piity Magistrates. Their future prospects should ulso be bettered. 

“While on the subject of Law and Justice I may as well bring to the 
notice of the Govcrnmdit the fact that the time has eome when the Jury 
system should he extended to other districts. It will be remembered that the 
jfury system was i4troduced by Sir Cecil Beadiui by a Notification dated the 
7th January, 1802, and the second year’s report on the working of the system 
showed that it had been fairly successful. Before retiring 8ir Cecil Heudon 
placed on record his conviction that the trial of offences of all classes before 
the Courts of Sessions in all jiaits of the Lowei Provineos ought to be by Jury, 
and that the system could b(! generally udo])ted without ])rt’judico to tlie 
administration (d criminal justice and wiild bo attended with decided 
benefit to the Courts and increased confidence of the public in their judg- 
ments. .This was written in the caily hixties, and forty years Irnve ptu.scd 
since then— forty years of great progress in odueation and other matters — 
and the average citizen of to-day has a higher ideal of liis duty tov\urdH himself 
and towards society than in those days. (Mt of (he 12 dhtricts of liiliar only 
Patna enjovs the piivilege of Trial by Jury. Put otluT dintricts, such as Arrah, 
Gaya, Muzaffarpuj, Monghyr, Hhagulpur and Chupni have advanced 
sufficiently to claim the same piiviloge. Those dlstrictH aie certainly now 
more advanced in point of education than Patna was in .1803, and 
the working of the system lias been found satisfaidory all along in Patna. 
It thcrefoie stands to reason to hope that they will not abuse the 
privilege if it is given to them. Moreover, by introducing trial by juiyr^ 
in those districts the Government loses nothing but gains everything, and it 
should, .1 submit, consider the matter. There is another matter in 
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connection which I would like to press upon the attention of the Government. 
The time has come when the Government should consider the advisability of 
introducing the provisions of summary procedure for the recovery of rents. 
Having regard the delay and expenses (legal and illegal) of the present 
syfctom and also to the fact that record-of rights have now been prepared for 
large areas in the Province, will it not be feasible to extend the procedure 
prcHCTibed by the Public Demands Recovery Act in such areas ? This is only 
a liint, and the Government should, if it thinks proper, work out a workable 
system. This will, no doubt, bo a groat relief to landlords and tenants alike. 

“With regard to the Income-Tax it is gratifying to note that the Coronation 
Durbar gift of Lord Curzon’s Government — 1 mean the raising of the taxable 
minimum to Rs. 1.000— has not really proved as far, as Bengal is concerned, to 
be a dead letter, as it at one time threatened to do. This J think is due to the 
Government taking early stops to check overzealous officials from increasing 
Government revenue at the sacrifice of a principle, when their attention was 
drawn to the matter by the llou’ble Babu Ambika Charnn Alazumdar. I may 
here be permitted to otfer a few remarks on the principle involved in the income- 
tax, and 1 hope 1 am not treading upon forbidden grounds in doing so. If we 
survey the history of this tax from the time that it was first imposed, when Sir 
Richard Temple from bis seat in the Imperial Council fought hard for the prin- 
ciple and defied his critics of all orders and names, when Mr. Inglis of the Board 
of Rovoiiue, United Provinces (then North-Western Provinces) came out with his 
severely caustic remarks about bribery and oppression and Sir William Muir 
calmly confirmed rather than disavowed them, wlien the question had been 
removed altogether from the domain of argument to that of examples to its 
abolition by the Government of Lord Northbrook, again from its re-imposition 
in 1886 up to now we will find a class of men who have, in season and out of 
season, held this tux up to public reprobation and derision. But to my mind 
this is a very just tax, being almost the only contribution of importance which 
is made to Government revenues by that class of people whoso incomes are 
derived from sources other than those connected with the land. But because 
1 admit the fairness of the jirinciple, J never for a moment mean to assert that 
the working and administering of the tax is incapable of improvement. A 
further raising of the taxable minimum would be hailed with great delight by 
a very large number of people. Again, 1 would point out that as in assessing 
traders, a margin for cost of establishment should be left out in assessing the 
professions. 

“The steady, never-failing growth of the Excise Revenue has very justly 
raised an alarm tiiroughout tlie length and breadth of the country. The 
Hon’ble Mr. K G. Gupta in his speech at the discussion of the Budget last year 
said: ‘Some people seem to think that a mere increavse in the excise receipts 
is in itself something atrocious, something to be deprecated and absolutely 
wrong.’ J, 8ir, for out' do not belong to that body of ‘some people.* 
I do not hold such an extreme view. On the other ’ hand I think that in 
a country like Judin where intoxicating drugs grow wild, and tlie means of 
distillation are everywhere at hand, an excise system is a stern necessity. 
A system of free trade of prohibition (such as the Maine Liquor Law) could 
have only disastrous results. From Bihar right across Chota Nagpur and 
the Sontliul Farganas to Westein Bengal, there are vast mahowa forests 
and palm trees abound in all districts, and rice is of course a staple of the 
country. So the evils that are to be condemned have been due to its 
abuse or faulty admiiiistiation, and not to the system itself. 1 do not 
condemn the inciease because of the increase itself. No, 1 would doubly 
welcome a greater revenue; for, a greater revenue ought to be followed by 
higher prices and a consequent discount on the drunkenness of the people. 
But what 1 am afraid of is that a greater revenue is secured by a laxity in the 
observance and enforcement of those wholesome safeguards framed by the 
Board in conformity with the dictum ‘ Greatest revenue from the smallest 
consumption.’ Who does not know that a liquor shop is to be closed at a 
certain hour at night, but what Excise-officer does not know that liquor can be 
procured at any time and all times, instances of similar breaches of the rules 
are not rare nor far between, but the officers entrusted with the supervision only 
wink at them. A visit to the sole room when the annual settlements are made 
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1*8 always an instructive pleasure, because it shows how the settlement-offioer 
^ in almost all cases the Excise Deputy Collector) in his zeal to increase the 
Government revenue determinedly slmta his ©yes to those salutary provisions 
in the Excise Manual which lay down in distinct terms that revenue is always 
a secondary consideration to public welfare. I hope the Excise Committee now 
touring about in the country will recommend definite measures to prevent these 
abuses. 

I come, Sir, from a part of the country where tari forms the staple drink 
of the people during a particular season of the year, and 1 would bo guilty of 
grave ingratitude to nature for the magniticient palm groves which she has 
bestowed on Bihar with no niggardly hand were I to pass by without putting 
in a word or two about them. A proper use of these palm groves and tlieir 
products would certainly enrich the people as much as their abuse is at present 
debasing and demoralising. Sometime ago an Excise Deputy Collector 
submitted, I am told, a report saying that tari can very profitably be turned 
into and vinegar. But nothing seems to have come out of this report. 
Jt is a duty of the people themselves, I admit, to utilise an indigenous product 
in its most profitable form ; but I plead the general ignorance of the mass and 
the w’ant of the enterprising spirit in the educated and moniod classes as 
extenuating circumstances, and 1 hope 1 do not raise an impotent voice in this 
Council Chamber when I pray that the Government will take the initiative 
and lead the way. 

“Coming now to the receipts under the head ‘ Provincial Rates, ^ I find 
that ‘an increase is anticipated on the completion of the work of re-valuation 
in certain districts.^ I may be permitted here to point out that cases have 
occurred where an estimate has been assessed at a rate fabulously greater than 
at the previous assesMuent. Such a state of things can hardly bt) taken to be 
compatible with a healthy growth of this source of revenue, in reviewing the 
reports on the working of the District Boards in Bengal during the year 
1904-05, the Government have remarked: — 

‘ The increment in the year under review was more than double the average of the 
prjvious decade. It is not likely, however, that this rat© of progresu will bo maintained, nor 
Donld i s coi.tinuancje be regarded as healthy. The oess is already levied at the maximum 
rate allowed by law, and any fur her increase must be due either to more accurate nssesameut 
or to higher lents. There is now little room for improvement under the former head ; and 
it is not in the public interest that there should bo a general enhanoement of the existing 
rates of rent.’ ^ 

“ 1 think officers entrusted with the re^voluation work should be made to 
act up to the priuciple enun<"iuted in the above quotation. 

“The people of Bengal are deeply grateful to Your Honour’s Government 
IS well as to the Government of India fur the provision made in the Budget 
for Tecbuical Education. The matter is of vital interest to the people of 
;he country, and the prevision under reference made in the Budget, though io 
tsolf a mere drop in the ocean, is, to me, only a sign of future help in the 
lame direction. The Government of India in their Resolut ion (Home Depart - 
nent), dated the 14th January, 1904, have laid down certain lines according to 
ivhich Local Governments were desired to take action with regard to Industrial 
icliools as well as to adoption of means to produce better hundicraftsmeu. But 
he actual solution of the problem was left in the hands of the Local Govern- 
ments. So, Your Honour^ Government has been given a free hand in the matter 
and may I -suggest that before anything more is done in the matter, a careful 
Industrial Survey be made in this Pn»vince. It was during the rule of Sn 
Richard Temple that for the first time a proposal for an Industrial Survey of 
India, originated by Mr Forbes Watson, came up for the consideration of the 
Government of Bengal. The scheme contemplated a complete survey of tba pro- 
duction and consuniption of Indian wealth, with a full description and classification 
of collected specimens of every product and of the machines and iroplements 
used. It contemplated the formation of Honorary Committees in each dijtrict 
to be assisted by local officers in collecting specimens and transmitting them 
to a. museum in London. Sir Richard Temple regarded the scheme as hardlv 
pracucable^ but he was of opinion that the desired result could be moM 
successfully and satwfactorily achieved by proper arrangements designed 
achieved in the province itself. Now I think the time has come when 
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(jJovc.rnniniit of Bengal should undertake a survey of the present state of the 
inrlig(jHous industries with a view to find out the precise mariner in which the 
(lifieri'iit industries have been affected by competition with imported articles 
and th(‘ poHsihility of giving a new lease of life lo those industries either by 
special instruction or by introduction of improved appliances. The Jolahas of 
Bihar and Jehanabad, the glass manufacturers of Patna, the gunsmiths of 
Monghyr and various other handicraftsmen are in a very bad way indeed. If 
they are given a helping hand, a considerable pressure upon the land will be 
removed, and it wrill bring about a greater prosperity lo tlie people. 

“ Under police I find tliat the sum of Rs. 0)1, bY, 000 has been budgeted for 
expenditure during the current: year, 'J his includes the lump provision for 
reforms rocommend(>d by tlie J'olicii (Jornmission, But the details of how 
those reforms are to be carried out are to us, tlie uninitiated, provokingly 
meagre. For instance, in Appendix B under the head ^ Police’ 1 find the sum 
of Rs. 41,00,000 jiiit down as ‘Lump Provision for I’olico Reforms.’ In 
explaining th(^ Financial Statement in the Supreme Council the Hoii’ble Member 
in charg<> of the Imperial Budget has said that among other improvements, the 
post of Jlopufy Superintendents will bo created in the course of the year. May 
I now Hsk, if any sutdi post is going to be creutod in Biuigal, and, if so, how 
many such posts are jiroposed to be created during tht' year. 

“On the receipt side of the budget under discussion I find that in the year 
1004-0o and 190o-190b there is one item of contribution from Imperial to 
Provincial amounting to Rs. fi,000, mentioned as for the preservation of ancient 
manuscripts ; but no such contribution appears to have lieen made this year, 
though in the exjionditure side 1 find that a sum of Rs. 8,000 has been granted 
for tlie sauui purpose for tiiis year ] should like to know how much of these 
amouiitH has Ix'eii spent in the last two years find how the present grant is going 
to be Hjuait (luring tlie current y<air on the t >nentul J'ublic Library, Baiikipore. 

I do not think tliat utiy otluT institution in Bengal (/an boast of such valuable 
orn'iital iiianuscriptH as this institution, and as such, it has the first claim on this 
contribution. 1 bop(' that when allotments are niad(‘ the (claims of this institu- 
tion will not be lost sight of, 

“ 'l'h(‘ budget t'stimate for education during the year 1906-1907 stands at 
Rs. 56,00.000 as against its. 46,67,000, being tht* r(‘vjsed cstimuti* for the year 
just closed. From the details of expenditure under this lu'ad I am unable to 
make out if any provision has b(‘en made for redressing tiie just grievaiu^es of 
the nieinlxu'.s of tiie Subordinate and Provincial Educational Services. 
Apjiurently such a provision has not been made, and 1 join my voice with 
that of tli(' other members of the Council who have so strongly championed 
the (aiuse of this class of ofticers in previous years, h^ducation is admittedly 
ilu‘ most iiiifiortiint function in the udniiuistrution of a civilized Government, 
and an ill-]>aid stall to discharge this duty can hardly be commensurate with a 
safe and just jiolicy. 'J'lie jcdm/tion in the value Senior and Junior 
Hcliohirship^ has Ixdoie this been made tin* subject of another just complaint, 
ami 1 do not tind an> n/asoii why this matter should be allowed to remain as 
it u1 ])i(‘bcnt stands, 

“ 1 hope the b.nip provision for Primary Education will be utilized in 
giwngi llcct to tbeieeoniinendatious of the Committee contained in their Report 
dated the 6rd August, 1905. 

“ 'rhe giunt of a lakh of rupees for laboratory tittiiig.s and oilier charg(‘s 
for tlie Patna Training Jnsliiiitieii and provision for the con^^ ruction of a Model 
and Eiigiiu/oving College at Runehi (Rs 0,65,000) and barracks foi students 
and a Ihithologleal ilusi'uui in the Temple Medical ^clmol (Rs. ?7,060) cannot 
but be welcome to the Behans, and on their behalf I beg to offer my thanks 
to tlie Goveriiiimiit. 

“ The subject of the Temph‘ Medical Schof l brings tc in\ mind the great 
want of a paying ward in the hospital attached tlieroto. Middle-class re- 
spectable ])C()pie feel the want very keenly, and 1 beg to point tlii.s out with the 
hwjie that Your Honour’s Gove:’nment will do something in the matter. 

“Tilt/ grunts of Rs. 90,000 and Rs 20,000 for expenses during the prevalence 
of plague ami anti-malarial measures respectively appear to me to be quite 
out cf proportion to the importance of the respective items Malaria surely 
accounts for more victims than plague, but only Rs. 20,000 has been granted 
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for anti-raalarial moasures. Aud even then we are in the dark as to how 
this amount is going to be spent. 

“Referring to the grnnt of Its. 90,000 for plague, I would draw the attention 
of the Government to the fact that the people sutiering fiom plague very seldom, 
if ever, resort to the olhkpathie syslini of treatment, but they do place plaffue 
patients under indigenous treatim nt, and in niany eases with success too. We 
in Bihar are just now in the midst of an (mtbreak of the efudemic, and I can 
speak from personal Knowledge tliUt one medi<dne, namod ‘Tinyak,’ Ijms effected 
many cures, and wliat I would suggest with regard to it is that this medicine 
should bo given a fan* trial. 

“In the rourfo of their speeches during the last year’s Budget debate, the 
Ilon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Jfasu and my late lamenteJ friend and predeces- 
sor, the Hon’ble Bubu tSaligram Singh, drew the attention of tboGoverumont to 
the grievance of the Sub Deputy Collectors with regard to their initial pay, con- 
sidering the fact that tin so officers exercise the same judicial and executive 
functions and pass the same departmental examinations as Assistant Magistrates 
and Deputy Collectois, their initial pay (Rs. lOOi ajipears to be inadequate in 
these days of liigh prices and is not sufficient to make the two ends meet and 
keep up their position. Even Police inspectors and Deputy Inspectors of Excise 
arc better off than tin y. The cuirent Civil List sIkovh that tlieieure no less than 
78 Sub Deputy-Collectors in tlie last grade drawing Rs. 100 per menmm^ 
while there are upwards of 40 vacancies in the higlier grades. 1 am 
decidedly of opinion that the initial pay of Sub- Deputies should not be 
less than Rs. loO Referring to this point the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres in his 
rr‘ply last year said that lie could not accept the views of the two Hon’ble 
Members nam(*d above', as Hit' number and quality of candidates who now come 
forward show that the apjioiiitmejit of Sub-Deputy ( -olh't'tor, is an attractive one 
as it stands, if 1 were to carry the analogy a little furtlier I could say with 
etjual show of reason that for a less pay candidates of etjual or even better 
qualificiitions would come forward for apjiointments for which the Government 
now pays a'liiglier latc^ of pay. Jfut that J think is no reply to the contention 
that the present minimum }jay of Sub-Doputy (’ollt'Ctors is inadequate for 
their needs. And I bog earnestly to invito the attention of the Government to 
this. 

“ The cnrrt'iit ljudg(‘i provides for tho sofiaration of tlie Patna Division 
into two CoumiiHsiont'rshipg. For sometime jiast an Additional Commissioner 
has been posted at l^ufna, thus showing that one Cominissioner is not able to 
cope with the work, an I it is in the ordinary couise of things that a separation 
should be efb'c.ted. But tlio public would like to know the details of bow this 
is going to bi* effected, that is to say, what areas are going to be formed into 
the different C()mmi^si(^nerships. 

“ I hwpe, Sir, thflt ^hmr Honour’s Govornmeiit will not meet all our demands 
only ‘ \\ith the cold water of sympathetic words.’ I for one sincerely 
syMipatliis(* with what l^our Jfommr has said at the Supremo Council about 
the dithculties of the (Government in being ‘surrouiided by open moutiis and 
claimant demands* and not having money to satisfy them. We the non- 
offic’al nuunbi rs, can only express our sympathy with the Government in 
theii difUcuhii.'s ; for we are precluded fi'om rendering any substantial help 
in this matter. 4’lu. late Sir John Woodbuni said in 1898 : ‘ And J shall 

iiopo tiiat next year we may •eceiv(3 from tho non-official Members of this 
Council those sugirestious as hi greater economy in administration which 
we may ronsonahly hope to recinvc from them.’ But, Sir, from our very 
position in the Council we are dehiirred from doing anything which would 
go to render any Midi help to t n? (xoveriiment us from the above quotation 
it would seem is expecU d of us. That degree of contidonce which is necessary 
for the purpoFt* and which the above words imply is not as a matter of fact 
reposed in us. Wo are in a liopeless minority and cannot vote for any matter 
connected with the JGudget, We are never asked anything when the estimates 
ai^ being prepared. The Budget is placed before us cut and dried, and 
we are asked to carry on a discussion on its merits and our suggestions a&n 
at tho very best be utilized in the following year’s estimate. In managing 
the finance of our own country we have scarcely any voice; not diat In^ns 
are not qualified for this kind of work. What a Todar Mai did fffir the 
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Moghal Empire, what a Dinkar Rao ha« done for Baroda or a Madhava Rao 
for Travtiiicure, another of the same race being given the same opportunities 
can do for any other Government. But our Government has no place for 
men like these. While our rulers cannot fathom the mind of native India 
and peril ajjH, far less so now tliaii when they remained in India for thirty 
years without seeing England, the very deepest depths are not unfathomable 
to those who, in addition to genius, possess a knowledge of the habits and a 
key to the sympathies of the people.” 

TheHon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said:— “May it please Your 
Honour — It is with a feeling akin to a sense of personal loss tliat 1 rise to speak 
in Your Honour’s Council on the occasion of the budget debate. Apart from the 
hollowness of such debates which, in the absence of any power in the Members to 
11 move amendments, tend to degenerate into mere academic discussions, there is an 
[lair of unreality and incongruity which cannot fail to strike even the most casual 
observer: of the ten non-official Members, 2 gentlemen represent Divisions which 
have ceased to belong to Your Honour’s Province. Much has happened since 
the Hon’blo Members were elected to tiiis Council: much v\ut( r has run down 
the Hooghly, and the Province has lost its premier position in all India. 
Events iiavo followed each other in quick succession, like the changing views 
of the kaloidcscope, somotinies dramatic, more often melo dramatic, but 
always tragic, to us the people. So far as the new Pjovince has had its 
share, and there is no denying that it lias had the largest sliare in these 
performances, my hon’ble friends liave had to possess their souls in patience. 
They are like an ancient King of India hung up between the earth and tl»e sky. 
In Your Honour’s Council, they belong neither to tlie east nor to the west. 
They may have their seats, but in what capacity it would be dithcult to deter- 
mine oven for medieval scholastics. 

*• For though they sit here still, they are like disombodied spirits hovering 
round tlio scenes of their ancient exploits, they may beckon and more than 
this, against accepted piecedents in ghostology, they may even speak, except on 
matters which concern them. Such is the Council and such the surroundings in 
which we have such to offer our criticisms on the budget, and Your Honour will 
pardon us if there is a ring of the unreal in the note of our discussions. 

“ Sir, coming to the budget itself, we must in the first place thank the 

Government of India and congratulate ourselves on the liberal spirit in which it 
has revised tlie financial settlement between the two Governments. There are 
people who think that it was the duty of the Government to help us out of the 
financial muddle into which tne policy of partition has thrown us; and, in allot* 
ting to us a huger share in our revenues, it has done what was its plain and 
evident duty, if so much as that. No doubt this is so, but we, in India, general- 
ly know only of the muddle, and it is a real pleasure, because hardly 

expected, to see the helping band stretched out. We are tk’uly grateful to the 

lion’blc, tlie Finance Member, for the generous way in which he has come to 
out rescue, and, though tar rt moved from them, the Hon’ble Mr. Baker has 
not forgotten the jioople of Bengal, who have such good cause to remember him 
with feelings of estet m and {ileasure, and who hope to welcome him at no 
distant day, in a more disfinguishod position than that which he now occupies. 

1 hav<^ tlie lionour to represent, however unworthily, the interests of 
education in Your Honour’s Council, and J cannot pass over the great injustice 
which has been done to the momberH of the education service in the recent 
appointment of tlio Director of Public Instruction. I do not discuss and must 
not bo understood as rais ng the question on its personal aspects. I have had 
tlie privilege of being associated in this Council with the present incumbent of 
that high office. None wlio have come across Mr. Earle will for a moment 
doubt that he will bring to the disoharge of the duties of his high office a long 
and varied experience and a ready resourcefulness in tackiing with the many 
diflicult problems of administration which must await him in his new depart* 
meal ; and above all his larpe-heaited sympathy which will attract to him the 
willing loy alty and allegiance of his subordinates. Individually and apa^ 
from the claims of the Education Service and certain other considerationa to 
whicli 1 .shall presently refer, no choice could have been happier. But, Sir, while 
fully acknowledging the great qualities of the head and heart which Mr. 

•0 well known to possess, 1 must take strong exception to the appointment itself 
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ill that it overrides the just claims of the Education Department, subordinates 
that department to the political sway of the State. Members of the Education 
Service, men possessing high academic qunliBcations, who have made education 
their sole and special business in life and dealt with generations of Indian 
youths, are to make way for men who may come into the work more or less as 
amateurs, and stay for a few short years, if so long as that, and then pass on to 
other spheres. The appointment casts a slur upon the Education Service, that it 
has not been able to produce an officer fitted to discharge the duties of the office, 
and it deprives them of a prize post, which not unoften marks the fitting close 
•of an honourable career. It lowers the prestige of the service, makes it less 
attractive to the brilliant and ambitious young men of Oxford and Cambridge, 
and if it chills the^ ardour, as it must, of those who year in and year out have to 
bear the heat and the burden of the day, and deters deserving men from enter- 
ing the service, it will have done an . inculculabie amount of mischief to the 
cause of education iii Bengal. Sir, there is another aspect of the question 
which I should also humbly ask Your Honour not to overlook. It has been 
my good fortune to be associated with many distinguished graduates of the 
British Universities employed in the work of education in this country. Their 
sole aim has been, undeterrtid by any political consideration, the spread and 
advancement of knowledge) and (‘ducation. To them the possibility of there 
, being a large number of educated Indians, even of failed B.A.’s, was never a 
moving spectre, and in tho republic of letters which they established in India 
they recognised no distinction of colour or creed. This until recent times had 
been the tradition of the Education Department. True it is that for some time 
past the Education Dopartmont was lajjsing from its old ideals, and the scheme 
of the Indian and the Provincial Services inaugurated in 1896 introduced the 
boundary line of colour in the field of knowledge. 

“Sir, tho people looked with tho gravest apprehensions on the Indian 
Universities Act. They found that the Universities were being officialised, and 
not education hut secular policy was the nioving principle of the new legisla- 
tion, not the advancennuit but the repression of the logitimat(' aspirations of 
the people, and this Iasi appointment putting the direction of education of the 
Province in the hands ol a non -educational officer tends to confinn tho fears 
and suspicions of th(' {)eople. Sir, J was just referring to the introduction of 
the element of colour in the educational service of the country. Since the 
division of the servi{ o into two branches, the Indian and the Provincial, only 
two gentlemen have been able to get admission into the higher service : of one 
of them, Dr. J. C. Bose, any country would be proud, and not even in India 
could he be kept in tlie lower service. I shall not go into personal matters, but I 
shall refer to a few iiislances by way of illustration. There is no abler chemist 
in the whole service than the discoverer of tho nitrites of mercury and tho 
historian of the Hindu system of chemistry: after 17 years of toil in the lower 
grades of the Provincial service, he has been lucky enough to bo posted in 
class I of -that servicb, but even helms failed to get across tho barrier that 
reserves the Indian Educational Service practically to non Indians. Distin- 
o-uished Indian graduates of the Universities of England and Scotland are 
vco-etuting on Ks. 200 or 250 a month, and it will be many years before they 
are able to earn a decent livelihood. Take the case of Mr. Nogendra Chundra 
Mitra, m.a. (Cantab-), who entered the services on Ks. 200 a month, and I believe 
is still there, while Englishmen with lower qualifications and a lesser number 
of years of .service have got beyond him. Many other names occur to me: 
that dislinguished biologist Mr. Mahalanobis after nine years of study in 
Edinburgh was lucky enough to enter the service on Hs. 250 a month: the poet 
and litterateur, Mr. Mononioban Ghose, where is he? Ho and others like him, 
the finest products of the Indian and English Universities, are content to see 
inferior mm posb'd above them. This is not the way to attract to the service 
the and highest, amongst tho Indian youths: naturally they turn to the 
fascinating domain of law: what if the burning sands kill many a weary 
traveller, he lives on the mirage of bettor things ahead, and may be he has the 
endurance to reach the oasis: but the prize is worth fighting for: it is better to 
etnk struggling to roaeh a higher goal than lie buried in the lower strata of the 
Educ atirmal Service with no hope of deliverance. Our best graduates from thr 
English Universities are avoiding the Education Service and taking to other 
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pursuits. I appeal to you, Sir, with confidence, as a University man yoursdf, 
to como fo the rescue of these deserving men. Let thorn not turn away in 
disgust and despair from the doors of their own mother-University. It will 
not bo good to them or to the country. Sir, if the lot of these Indian graduates 
of tlie English Universities is hard, the lot of our own University men is, if 
poHsiblo, harder: under the old regimi*, the Education Department refused to be 
governed by the law of 8u})ply and demand : but the late Director of Public 
Instruction saw that there were many hundreds of graduates living on the 
border land of stravation, and, if cheap education was nasty, cheap giuduates 
were useful. 

“Sir, if the Government wants to attract to its Education Department 
young men of talent and promise, it must place tlie service on the same footing 
as its executive branches, Subordinate and Provincial. It is curious while the 
Government liolds out no inducement to talent to join the ranks of the Educa- 
tion Service, it should lament tlie decay of educational standards in the country 
and have recourse to legislation to achieve what can only be done by substan- 
tial iniprovements in tbe pay and prospects of its officers engaged in the work 
of education. For if Govornmont once leads the way, private institutions will 
follow and educational standards will rise automatically all through the 
country. 

“ Sir, we are waiting with no small degree of solicitude for the publication 
of the reorganization scheme of tbe Subordinate Educational Service, I under- 
stand that the scheme is ready, and details have nearly been worked out. May 
wo appeal to Your Honour to see that the scheme is published without delay, 
and may we have Your Honour’s assurance that it will have retrospective effect 
from September last, when tlio scheme received the sanction of the Supreme 
Government. Sir, 1 have taken the liberty to express pity for the position of 
my unfortunate colleagues whose constituencies no longer concern Your Honour’s 
Council. 1 am afuid 1 must bestow some amount of that pity on mysalf, as 
the interests 1 have the honour and privilege to represent in Y'^our Honour’s 
Council affect the two Provinces equally. Without any offence to the new 
Government, I may be permitted to hope that the scheme will have operation 
in the old as well as the n(^w Provinces and in the distribution of favours, the 
Education Depaitincnt, notwithstanding its many sins of omission and commis- 
sion, will n6t be looked upon as a discarded wife in the now Province. 

“1 have to congratulate Y'our Honour’s Government on the increased 
grant on etlucation ; it has risen from 29 lakhs in 1903-1904 to 41 lakhs 
ill the present budget, out of the Provincial Funds. No relief will be 
more welcome than the provision of Ps. 80,000 for hostels for private 
colleges. The rules which the University is framing regarding hostels would 
he uttorlv frustrated, unless Governmeni came to the rescue of the 
hard pressed private colleges. There is another direction in which private 
colleges may be helped, viz., in the matter of house rent and equipments 
for proper libraries and laboratories. I’or want of available houses, the rent 
charged for the few houses which are suitable in excessive. In one instance 
it was found to be 9 per cent, by the inspecting oommittee appointed by the 
University. The unaided private colleges lead a financially precarious 
existence, and 1 believe they would welcome and accept any help given to 
them under reasonable conditions. 

“ iSir, 1 welcome the grant for the weaving) school at Serampore. The 
Government has wisely decided to establish the school at Serampore, the 
home of a very large weaving population. With the death of the indigenous 
industries of India, o\#ing to foreign competition and probably more to 
unfair and repressive legislation, the heaviest blow has fallen on the weav- 
ing community of Bengal. Eminent experts have given as their opinion 
that the hand-looms of India, with the necessary improvements, would still 
be able to hold their ground against the power-looms of Europe ; whether 
this opinion may be correct or not, it is worthwhile to try the experiment, 
and Your Honour’s Government is entitled to the gratitude of the whole 
country for the measure that it proposes to take to save the weaving 
indiislt y of Bengal from utter extinction. ^ 

“ Sir. then’ have been rumours that the provision for a chair in Sanskrit 
for the presidency College is meant for a European. The experiment of a 
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•European Profeesor in Sanskrit has been tried elsewhere, but not without 
success. Students of Sanskrit brought up under the European system of 
education will be able to do much greater justice to the post than a Pro- 
fessor from Europe, whose knowledge of the language and the requirements 
t)f the Indian youth must neccsKarily bo limited. Well may the facetious 
exclaim that the next step would be to import our Priests and Pa;an>.v 
from Europe. It is no doubt a dosirabh' thing to encourage Sanskrit amongst 
Englishmen whose work may lie in India, but what all tlie prizes and 
scholarships which Government awards to its oflicors has failed to do, a single 
chair on Ks. oOO a montli will not achieve. 

“ Sir, while on the subject of education, I shall devote a little time to 
its most important branch, the primary education of the agricultural and 
industrial populations of Bengal. It is to be noticed that, while tlie number 
of these institutions was steadily rising, they fell off in number in 1904- 190o 
from 49,093 to 48,170 or by 1*8 per cent , and their attendance from 
1,391,997 to l,3r)0,773 or by 2*3 per cent. Various causes have beer, 
suggested : the Inspector of Schotds in some of the Bihar districts suggested 
plague and the abolition of public examinations. In Burdwan, Birbhum 
and Bankura the decrease was attributed to failure of crops: in Midnapur 
and Noakhali it was attributed to the disappearance of mushroom institufions 
which unlike mushrooms did not show any signs of growing again, while 
the Raishahi and Dacca Divisions are wisely silent as the cause. 'J’here 
was no plague in Eastern, Northern and 8outliern Bengal, and the scarcity 
in Birbhum and Baiikura was hardly Rdt. The leusons for universal 
decrease all over lh‘i‘L''al, including Bihar, should have been carefully 
investigated, and, if tlie decrease still continues, Government should 
lose no time in instituting a searching inquiry. Tho Insjiector of only 
one Division, the Cliittagong Division, ventured to suggest what seems 
to me to b(‘ the real reason, viz., ‘the recent charges introduced in the 
educational system,’ a reason wiiicli the lute Director of Public Instruction 
dismissed from his mind by observing that the rliauge had been introduced 
all ov(‘r tli(‘ Provinri', forgetting that there was a decrease in numbers also 
all over thi‘ Piovince. din; decrease w*as specially iiotici'able in the case of 
Muliummadan children : tin y loll off from 540,783 to 529,825 or by 3*1 per 
cent. To any one who has jiorusud the publications wliich do service for 
primary education, it is a matter of wonder that primary education has 
survived the scientitic fad of the lute Din'ctor. The books aie curious 
specimens of tlie vernacular languages, translations of some standardized 
English text, and containing condensed accounts of all tlie sciences known to 
modern man. I hnvo seen teachers and the taught puzzling themselves over 
the truth of biology, physiology botany, zoology, geology, physics aud 
chemistry, and ultimatGly agroein /: that the best course for the pupil is to 
commit the pages of the quiiintly written books to memory, Tliis has meant 
:i grout wsste of the* nation’s time, life and oiier^jy. The whole subject of 
primary education in Benjral needs overliauling, and that none too soon. 

“ 8ir, while dealing with the question of primary education, I wish to draw 
Your ilonour’s special attention to the case of the indegent pupils, Hindu and 
Mussalman. Tiie number of indigent Hindu children decreased from 62,489 
to 54,745, and of Muhammadans from 39,840 to 35,750. 

‘'Sir, I have taken the liberty on previous occasions to call the attention 
of Your Honour’s Gnvemraent to the very small outlay which the State 
makes In the matter of primary education for boys. Out of a total 
expenditure of 11s. 34,79,000 (I am taking the figures in round numbers of 
1904-1905 for the Province of Bengal as it then existed), tho Provincial funds 
only contribute Rs. 1,80,000, the District Boards and Munici})alitie8 Ks. 9,70,000, 
while the poor pupils coining from the poorest classes of tho people contri* 
bute Rs. 19,00,000 in fees alone, the rest being practically met from private 
sources, the amount of such contribution being over 4 lakhs as against 
the Rs. 1,80,000 of Provincial contribution. I am sure your HonouPs Govern- 
ment will not defend this state of things. While European countries, Canada 
ai|d the United States of America and even the small States in South America, 
have made primary education free, we contribute only th of the total cost of 
primary education and levy nearly 60 per cent, from fees. Sir, Hie greateet 
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Ijoori that England has conferred on India is the introduction of western" 
nif'thods of learning through the medium of the English language. The dead 
fiones in the valley are beginning to be instinct with life. But even greater 
than this, greater than all, that England has done for us, would be giving free 
primary education to the masses. The experiment is well worth trying, and 
jiiny bo tried from rural tracts. 

Sir, before I leave the subject of education, I think it my duty to call 
attention to the circular lately issued by the Director of Public Instruction 
placing the control of the education of the country practically in the hands 
ut the District Magistrates. Anywhere tdso, the District Magistrate, if such a 
personage existed, would be glad to be relieved of a part of his multifarious 
duties, but luire in India things are otherwise: no powers are too great or too 
many for him. Why should the control of the education of the people be 
vested in an official who, whatever may be the notions of the Government, is 
looked upon in the niiiffasHul as the head of the police and its mouth-piece. 
Under the present centralized form of Government, very few measures of 
lamoficience emanate from the District Magstrate. lie is so closely connected 
with the fjolice, the feelings with regard to whom in the country are so well 
known that they need not bo described, that all the aversion which attaches to 
the j)olic(‘ is unfortunately nssociated with tin; District Magistrate, because the 
Ciovernmont will not dissociate him from tlie police. The Magistrate will look 
upon edn(!alion as part of his ])oli(H5 work, for of what other U8(' can the Magis- 
trat(; bo to the depurtnmnt which is managed directly by the educational 
autlionties? And the Magistrate wdll naturally rely upon the District Superin- 
teiiderit of Police who will receive his inspiration from the Daroga: the result 
will be that the ill-paid half-siarved and miserable class of men, teachers in our 
primary schools, will tremble before tiio 1 lead-constable, and even the teachers in 
the secondary scliools will be in fear of the Daroga. If it is sought to degrade 
education, lowia* its pr(*Htige in the eyes of the public, nothing w'ould seivo the 
pnipose ludier- hut if it is meant, as is apparent nntwithstanding the too thin 
veneer of sojihistiy that overli(‘H the circular, to bring the sithools and their 
tea(*liers undt'rtiie disciplinary control of th(5 Magistrate, if it is meant to meet 
the remarks of an Kiiirlish Judge yet unsophisticated by a too close association 
with what is known as Anglo-lndi inism, who expressc'd his surprise that Magis- 
trates had without any authority tinod school-boys as a disciplinary measure and 
had ordered th<‘ fimvs to he levied as if tlioy were convicted criminals, il it is 
meant, as it scaans to be, to get round tin; law and legal sab;iruards by indirectly 
investing l\lagistratc;s with the power of punishing boys against the wishes of 
tliiar b'lichers, it will JefeaWts obji'ct. J have already shown what a small fi ac- 
tion of the co.st of primary education is borne by the State, and how large a 
pari is borne by lh(' pupds tliemsi'lves, who contribute iiearlv 11 times the 
Government exjiL'iiditun', and ihnl the contribution fr( m ja ivat(‘ sources is 
more than double the Giwernment grant. Without taking into calculation the 
District Board grant, which is live; times as much as tlie Government gives and 
which is to some extent subject to Government control, it may be safely 
[iredicted that, if the people feel that their little ones will lx; subject to police 
• •ontrol, and (may be publicly flogged, as they have been, at the instance of 
Magistrates through their own teachers, the people will tak(i the education 
of their children in the primary stages at least (mtiroly in their own hands, 
'rhis attitude of the people towards the Government would be a matter 
vsincerely to Ik* deplored, and no one who wishes well to the Government 
and the people <’an hnik on uncoiieerned, T ri'inembcr in the jmsg while I 
wus a student m}Helf in the Presidency College, our the tlien Jh’incipnl, 
Mr. Sutclifle, whom his students loved with th(‘ intensity of filial devotion, 
strongly resenting police interference with his students in the easi' of a row 
which occurred ill (\>llege Square : he brought hack the students within the 
college eompoiind, shut the gates in the face of tlu' police, and told them that 
whatever w'cre the fuults of his bo>s, which weie merely tlu‘ freaks of youth, he 
wmuld Siioner stand in the dock hiniself than see his students there. We lieard 
no more of the police, then; were no moixi rows in (ailloi:e Square, and 
long afterwards, when* ]\Ir, Sutcliffe as Director of i^ublio liifitruction \va8 
retiring from service and came to iiis favourite college to bid his old boys 
good bye, we advanced students, grown up men, wept like little children 



1906.] Tm Bdngal Fimncial SiaUmmt /or im4>7. 98 

\^Baht Bhupendra Bath Ba 9 uS\ 

parting from their mother. Your Honoar will patdon me if I haTe dwelt at 
tength on this incidenl To me and to all interested in the cause of education 
it is a matter of the deepest regret that the spirit which animated the pioneers 
of edncatif.n in this country, Hare and Cowell, Sutcliffe and Woodrow, has 
departed from the ranks of our educationists. Instead of love and sympathy 
and guidance, wc have thrown at the heads of bapleas students showers of 
circulars fulminating all sorts of pains and penalties ; instead of the stand 
which ust'd to be made in olden days by the authorities of the Education 
Department against interference by the executive authorities, we have the 
amazing spectacle of the Head of the Education Dopaitment surrendering his 
functions and authority to the Magistrate and the Police, and not unnaturally 
we find to day at the head of the Education Department a high executive officer 
of Governnmnt. Tfie members of the Education Department have complained, 
but is not a just ncm»‘8is overtaking those who have tried to play the role of small 
executive officers themselves? Even in your Province, Sir, where the time 
of Sayesta Khan are not sought to be renewed, things have com© to a bad 
pass indeed. These circulars have meant the end of all authority, of all 
discipline. There is so little of touch between the student community and 
the members of the education service, so little of trust, so little of sympathy, 
and so little of mutual understanding, that not a few of us, who as students 
had participated in the wild enthusiasm of the reception given to Our gracious 
King when he came to the Senate House to accept the degree of D, C. L. 
conferred on him by the Calcutta University, were pained beyond measure 
to see the Colh ge Square and all its avenues guarded by the police against 
the Indian students and the Indian people, on the occasion of the visit of His 
Royal Highurss the Prince of Wales to the Senate House, and the whole place 
wearing the silent and desolate aspect of an African desert. Good uodi 
Guarding the grandson of our belovea Queen, whose memory still lingers in 
the minds of her Indian subjects and is cherished with reverence and affection! 
Guarding the son of our King and our future Sovereign against the Indian 
students I Could ignorance and ineptitude go further ? Sir, will it be too 
much to hope, too much to pray, for the restoration of the old relations in the 
dealing of the Government with our student population? 

“Sir, if 1 have ventured to detain the Council at some length on questions 
connected with the education of the country, their great importance is my 
only justification. 

“If I have complained of the poor prospects of the Subordinate Educational 
Service, I may as justly complain of the position of the Sub-Deputy Collectors 
and Sub- Deputy Magistrates of the 5tU grade. They discharge the same 
judicial and executive function as Deputy Magistrates and Collectors, and 
pass the same dcjiartmental examinations. Their qualifications are practically 
the same, and their duties quite as responsible: it is neither safe to 
themselves nor to the, State to keep them on the small monthly pay of 
Rs, 100 with no travelling allowance up to 15 miles; it is hardly a decent 
subsistence allowance. Even Inspectors of Police and Excise who prosecute 
criminal cases before them draw higher pay. This state of things should not 
be allowed to exist, and I appeal with some degree of confidence to Your 
Honour to see it mended. 

“ 1 had hoped, Sir, that it would not be necessary forme to refer to the subject 
of the Corporation of Calcutta. The absence of my Hon'ble friend, Babu Nalin 
Behari Sircar, which we all regret, leaves mo no option. I shall say nothing of the 
discontinuous and, I believe, discontinued system of the so-called continuous 
water-supply, though the statutory period within which the system was to have 
been brought into operation has elapsed. Of the northern portion of the City, I 
shall say nothing of its lifting which serves only to make the darkness 
visible, of its neglected though slightly improving conservancy, of the state of 
its roads to which we have reconciled ourselves as the best tonic for a 
dyspeptic liver. But, Sir, I shall speak of subjects which ought to have secured 
gre^r attention. It is now nearly 18 years since the suburbs were amalga- 
mated with the town: but the suburban drainage is not yet complete. I 
belilve neariy 78 lakhs have been spent on this work. I was one of those 
* who had ventured long ago in the days of the old Corporation to raise their 
voice against the system as it wtts then beitlg cctrried out against the views ‘ of 
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expert* from home. Compotent critics say that the suburban drainage may 
hare to be done over again. Whatever that raay be, the inconveniences of the 
residents of the southern suburbs are nothing compared to the unhappy 
dwellers in the eastern area known as the canal or fringe area. That area 
lies like a basin between two high roads, the Circular Koad on the west and 
the Canal Koad on the east. During the ruins it presents the appearance of an 
inland sea, and after the rains tlio unrelenting liand of death levies its heavy 
toll for the neglect of man On tl»o amalgamation of this a^’ea with the town 
18 rears ago, the first thing that was done was to close the old Mahratta d’tch 
which used to servo as the waterway of the area, without providing for any 
means of escape for the rain water or the drainage. 1 am told that it will 
take many years yet to improv^i ths conditions of this area: if so, is it not fair 
and just that these people should not be made to pay the same rate as their more 
fortunate brethren in the City ? If tlioro was a case for a lower percentage of 
assessment, the canal area has the host claim on the attention of tlio Chair- 
man, and I trust the H enable Mr. Allen will be pleased to consider this 
aspect of the position of the poor and suffering rate payers of tho canal area. 

‘‘Sir, the special Committee of tho Corporation which sat to review its 
administration has recommended the reconsideration of the provisions regard- 
ing assessment. The different methods of assessment of residential and rented 
houses have never been defended, for they are not defensible. The late 
8ir Henry Harrison introduced the differential treatment, because the method 
pursued by his assessor in tlie ca«o of a palatial residence in the City was 
condemned by tho High Court, and nothing is easier in this country than for 
the executive to get a law passed to suit tlieii views. Once a wrong has boon 
committed, it is difficult to undo it, but there is no reason that it should be 
perpetuated. Tlio law has been in force sufficiently long to show the urifair- 
nesH of tho incidence of taxation on the residental house-Okvnor, and I am 
quite sure your Honour’s Government \^'ill net allow the system the continue if 
your Honour is satisfied as to its injustice. 

“ Sir, in connection with theasstssment of tho town, Your Honour’s Govern- 
ment has been pleased to observe, in reviewing tho administration report of the 
Corporation, that tho results of appeals to theCouris would seem to show that the 
assessments wore equitable. Your Honour is probably not aware of the diffi- 
culties of a rooourso to the Courts of Law. In tlie first place a heavy Court fee 
has to be paid on the off chance of success. Assessment appeals were formerly 
heard by a Hench of Commissioners where parties could and did appear iu person. 
In 1888, these appeals wore transferred to tho Small Cause Courts, but no fees 
were levied until the introduction of the present Act, with the result that 
appeals have been discouraged. In a Court of Law parties have to engage 
lawyers who are not generally known to work for love, and expert and 
necessarily expensive evidence has to be called to meet the case of the Corpora- 
tion who have their own highly paid experts. The result is a virtual denial of 
justice to tho poorer rate^payers who have to spend ttidir own money to fight 
the Corporation who employ public funds. If recourse to the Courts is inevit- 
able, may 1 appeal to Your Honour to restore tho old system under which those 
appeals were exempted from Court fees. This is a matter which Your Honour 
can dispose of witliout the appointment of a Commission of inquiry suggested 
by tho Committee of tho Corporation, Your Honour, while assessments are 
being rigorously increased, the Municipal ex|)eTidituro is also increasing. The 
resolution of Your Honour’s Government says tliat in the last four years it 
has gone up by 22 per cent., by which I believe it has increased by 6 lakhs of 
rupees a year. We have district offices v\ith separate staff, a miniature repro- 
duction of the executive heads, with a miniature Corporation in their advisory 
Comuiittoes: we have Municipal officers having quarters which would be the 
envy of many members of Your Honour’s semce for nominal rents, I believe, 
at 5 per cent, of their salary, with I urn told a free use of lights and 
fans. We have a multiplicity of supervising staff with not very apparent 
improvement in the results. 1 am reminded of an old story which toay 
not be known to Your Honour: — ‘‘An ancient King had a favourite elephant 
which he used to feed on milk. , The King observed with oonoem Hhat 
his favourite was showing signs of diminution in bulk: he appointed an 
ordef^y over the mahout to superintend the feeding of the elephant. This 
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iid Dot improTe roatters^ and be appointed a superior officer, but |he 
elephant was piniog away. The King went himself to see the animal 
ake its feed, and to his astonishment he found lobsters Hosting in the 
nilk: he inquired of the mahout and threatened to put a high officer of State 
JO supoiTise the feeding of the unininl. The poor mahout with ftdded hands 
said: My Loid, when I was feeding the elephaut, there was only a little water 
in the milk; when the orderly came, there were snails and crabs: with 
the advent of the officer, your Majesty is seeing the lobsters, and if a still 
higher officer of Jjftate is appointed, cr(»codiles will be found floating in the 
milk to the groat prejudice of the elephant. Tlie BKtonished King asked 
the mafmt to explain. The mahout all trembling said : ^ Wiieii 1 w'as feeding the. 
elephant, I used to take a little water from my pot and that w'as enough for me: 
,to satisfy the orderly 1 brought water from the reseriroir where there aro crabs 
and snails, and to meet the wishes of the ofticer 1 have to fetch water from 
the tank whore there are lobsters, and if your Majesty places a higher ofliccr 
over ufl all, I must go to the river, which is infested with crocodiles.’ His 
Majesty grew wise and desisted from further interference.” 

1 am afraid much of what is spent on tim establishment might be spent on 
the City itself. Crocodiles certainly are not floating in the streets of Calcutta; 
but, after a heavy shower, they would be a welcome diversion in the flooded 
streets, and they may be found if searched for during the rains in the canal 
area. Sir, in making the above observation, I make no imputation against any 
official in the Corporation; I only quote the story as showing that mere addition 
to the staff without careful supervision do(‘S not always mean incressed effici- 
ency. Sir, now that 1 am in the subject of tlio Corporation of Calcutta, with 
Your Honour 8 leave 1 venture to approach a subject where 1 feel I am tread- 
ing on delicate ground. There have boon throe elections since the tiow Act 
has been in fon e. At the first cdection, Oomniisdoners were appointed to 
represent wa'ds in which they did not live: in some cases (liey did not live in 
Calcutta at all, except casually. Tliis admirable arrangement was of course 
the work of the Government. "^IVo elections have since followed: the public 
have taken no iiitorost : the electors have not entered their nam(‘s as votore and 
have not cared who stood as candidates : some good men havo come in no doubt, 
men who have done good service in the past and whose presence is a guarantee 
of honest woik : but on the wliole it is no uso disguising the fact that the elections 
have been » failure. 1 might easily givt? figures to show the decreasing interest 
of the people in Municifial matters, but 1 will not tire the patience of the Council. 
The history of tlie present Municipal law is too recent to bear repetition; but 
there was one finiture of it which may be briefly referred to. Two of Your 
Honour’s predecessoi s gave us the solemn assurance that the representation of the 
City would not be diminished, that the sacred priueiplo of Self-Government 
would bo maintained. The Bill was drafted on these lines; but tiiere was an 
evident anomaly in \he Executive Committee of the Corporation known as its 
General Committee which was made an independent authority. Fifty elected 
Commiesioners weieto elect 4 members in this Committee, and the Government 
and the other nominated members, whoso total strength was 2o, were to elect 
the remaining 6 members. There was a universal protest against tliis 
arrangement. The Government of India saw the justice of the protest. A 
despatch c*ime down from the far off heights of Simla over Your Honour’s 
signature, ns Home Secretary, admitting the justice of the protest and recom- 
mending that to remove the anomaly the elected Commissioners should be reduced 
to 25, and so it was done: but the anomaly remains only in diminished 
proportions: 25 elected Commissioners elect 4 members of the Executive 
Commitee and tlie Government and the other members elect 8, out of a 
body of 12. Sir, there is a story in our country that a great Bads hah 
had a big retainer who used to find it inconvenient to pass tlirough the low 
doors of his master’s palace: the retainer complained, and his master saw 
ihe justice of his grievance; but to alter the doors meant much trouble, 
» he ordered the retainer’s head to be cut off so that his heitrht might be 
(ssened, but the poor retainer did not survive the operation. The cutting 
down of the elected Commissioners made some approach, though a very 
distant one, towards an adjustment, but Local Self-Government was killeX 
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We are prepared to believe that the whole thing was based upon a 
misapprehension. We folly believe that unwittingly Your Honour’s name hat 
been associated with the perpetration of a great wrong to the residents of this 
City. May it be associated with the righting of that wrong. 

Sir, my observations have been growing to unusual length, and many 
important niatters I cannot touch. There are one or two things to which 
I should like to call Your Honour’s attention before I close. One of them is 
closely connected with ihe health of the City and the sentiment of the people, 
the discharge into the river of the waste products of the septic tanks. As 
this is a matter of groat importance, Your Honour will excuse me if 1 go with 
the Question a little more fully than one would care to do tfjwards the end of 
an address. 1 quote the observations of Dr. Cook, our Health Oliicer: 

^ I oannot aveid the ooDolusion that the disobarge of eeptio tank effluents into a river 
used for the 4i inking water supply of a City is a danger to the health ot that City. There ‘ 
is no goping over the fewt that mteefinal bacteria capable of produfing disease can survive 
septic process of purifioarion and live for perhaps a fortnig,.t or so in the watT of a river. 
The logical conclusion is that in order to ensure safety the effluents should be sterilised or 
diverted into some other channel/ 

I also quote from the report of the Special Committee : — 

‘Dr. Hiiuston hiw shown that effluents of this kind, otherwise unohjeotionahlft, contain 
large number of living pathogenic organisms, snob os strepteooooi, B. Pyooyanoous B. 
Enteritidis sporgenes, and some others. lie remarks that if strepteooooi can resist* the* 
biological piocess, there is small ground for the belief that other germs of a dangerous sort 
g.ff., the typhoid haoillus will be destroyed. He oonaiderg that the iffluentn from tL bacteria 
beds ought to be regarded as hardly, if at all, more sale in their possible relation to disease 
than the raw sewage b fore treatment. A similar opinion has also been exprO'sed by the 
Koyol Oonimiwsion on the disposal of sewage.* 

“On these reports the Government Resolution, I must confess, is disappoint- 
ing, The Government has withdrawn its objection to the installation of these 
tanks if arrangements arc made to try at the effluents with chlorinnted lime in 
the manner proposed by the Sanitary Commissioner, and the Government has 
suggested that if any installation proves a nuisance, action mav }>e tukon under 
Rule 10 of the rules under the Indian Factories Act or under the Indian Penal 
Code. It is possible, however, that before action is taken, incalculable mischief 
may have been done in the pollution of the drinking-water of Calcutta and 
Howrah. I would respectfully submit that no installations of septic tanks 
near tlie Howrah and Calcutta water-supply intakes should be allowed without 
a special report of the Sanitary Commissioner and of the Health Gtlicer of tho 
Corporation. Sir, it was suggested ihat the effluents before being allowed to 
fall into tho river should bo utilised in the boilers: would not this bo a much 
safer method of dealing with the sewage than chlorination. If there is any 
ohjoction to this metliod of treatment, would it not be possible to put the mill- 
owners to a little expenditure of coal to evaporate the effluentH? The health 
of the city for wldch tJie Government is prepared to uneforrako such heavy 
expense surely rtupures to be pi otected from tho insidious dsnger lurking m 
these effluents. In a matter of such vital importance that tho undent Jaw-giver 
Manu, takes a more determined attitude than the scientists of to-day. ‘No one 
shall throw urine, ordure or sputum into water.’ I trust Your Honour’s 
Government will bo as firm as this ancient dictum lays down. 

“ Sir, I have dwelt on many topics and ventured to make several sugges- 
tions. People will smile at my audacity. There is a widespread feeling in 
which I shared, until recently, that our observations pass away like the* br^th 
of the wind; but, Sir, my experience of Your Honour’s treatment of these 
mutters has been entirely different, and has been to me an agreeable surprise. 
Many suggestions which we non-official members of Your Honour’s CouncH have 
ventured to make have received careful consideration, and some of them have 
been adopted. The suggestion of my friend the Hon’ble Raja Bun Behari 
Kapur to add family quarters for paying Indian patients to the Caloatto 
Medical College Hospital has been accepted, and we are all grateful to Yo 
Honour for the carrying out of my Honourable friend’s suggestion. 

^ “ We see in this year’s budpt provision for dredging operations in riv 
which are being silted uj). 1 presumed to aoggest to Your Honour in my 
budget sj;»eech last year to visit the Arambagh sub^vuion and see for youxaJt 
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the havoc created by Aie Damodar at the Bogua breach. Your Honour haa been 
graciously pleased to inspect the place, though I would respectfully press upon 
Your Honour, or during your Honour’s absence on the Hon’ble Mr. Hare, to 
make a monsoon tour and see the widespread desolation brought about by the 
floods of the Damodar pouring in through the Begun broach. And, lastly, to 
me it is a matter of great satisfaction that your Honour has lately appointed a 
amall Committee to consider the drainage scheme in the Presidency Division 
in connection with the prevalence of malaria, a Committee the appointment of 
^ which I had taken the liberty to press on your Honour’s attention: might 
*I suggest that an Indian gentleman possessing expert knowledge may be 
assorinted with the Committee ? The name of Colonel K. P. G-upta who 
he] ! tiie liigh office of a Sanitary Commissioner under Govornmont comes to 
my mind, and 1 believe, health permitting, he will bo glad to help the 
C^mittee. 

“ Sir, many other matters I should have wished to place before Your Honour 
to-day, but it is not pn8sil)le to do so in the course of a single debate. Tliero is one 
matter, however, to which I shall make a passing reference, u.imoly, the coiitrao- 
tion and withdraws,! of gundicensos. In reply to a question put in this Council 
it was said, 1 believe, that tho growth of population was a sufficient answer to the 
theory of ravages by wild animals. I believe tho Hon’ble Member who framed 
►the answer is aware that the primitive man with his rude imploironts survived 
the ravages of the paleozoic maiimoths. 1 may remind the Hon’ble Member 
that the number of human beings killed in Bengal by wild animals from 1879 
to 1903 amounted to the decent figure of 37,576, and the number of cattle 
killed to 547,836. These are losses which a judicious distribution of fire-arms 
may have pro vented. 

Sir, we have passed through a period of stress and strain. A crisis has 
come in our national existence, and ho who holds tho future in the hollow of 
his hand can alone say how we shall emtirge from it. There has been a 
perceptible and wide breacli between the rulers and the ruled, and distrust and 
want of mutual understanding. The }>artition of Bengal has agitated the 
people in a way in which no other measure of Government, since British rule 
began in this country, has done. Our regret is that the officials on the spot 
faded to see this ; they attributed the whole agitation to wire- pulling from 
Calcutta, and they were careful to say so in their public utterances. It shows 
the absolute want of touch that now exists between tho people and tlioir rulers ; 
it shows that police reports upon which Government relies, it shows that reports 
made by people who have the ear of Government, are absoluloly misleading, 
even on mattern which lie on the surface. Sir, if tlio Bengali people are 
aggi’ieved at the partition of their Province, they are still more aggrieved at the 
naanner in which it was carried out. An un- British secrecy, an un-Britiah 
evasion, characterised the procedure followed by Government. No 
information was vouchsafed either in this ortbe Supremo Council, and, though 
fuller information was promised to Parliament, the measure was carried when 
no^ Parliment was sitting. Sir, the ex-Viceroy of India has made a public 
grievance that the control and authority of Parliament were evaded on the 
question of the appointment of the Supply Member in the Executive 
Council of the Governor-General. The appointment of the Supply Member 
is a matter of small concern to us, the people of India, but may wo not 
ask, how was the authorty of Parliament borne in mind by the Government 
of India , on the far more important question which effected nearly 
80 millions of His Majesty’s subjects in India : but all that is by the way. The 
higheit authority in the Government of India now admits, notwithstanding local 
protestations to the contrary, that the agitation is not artificial, but real. But 
i^l no remedy is forthcoming, no hope held out. After seven years ci strenuous 
life India is asked to pause and to rest. After seven years of reaotio.iary policy 
to rest t$ the hollow of the wave is all the assurance wo have got. That is not 
thelway. if I mqy lie permitted to say so, to win back tho affections of an 
astAnged and bleeding people. Painted elephants and flying penons and 
soaMus emptinesses no more appeal to the East than to tho West. The late 
Viciroyalty has tried these method and signally failed. We cannot rest; we shall ^ 
not rest imtU England sees the great wrong that her pro-Oonsub hat^ done uMp 
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until we haro succeeded in arousing the conscience of England to a recognition 
of our grievances, and then I believe the issue is certain. Sir, there can be 
no question that the partition of Bengal and the methods by which it was 
achieved have shaken the confidence of the people in the good faith of the 
rulers. To you and to us it is a great loss, the waning belief in that noble 
trait which has been the characteristic of Englishmen in the past, their sense 
of fair policy. It has never been the practice of our rulers to keep people 
in the dark, to deal a blow from behind ; and it was not till the partition was 
an accomplished fact that millions of people in the Rajshahi Division knew that 
they had been severed from Bengal and transferred to Assam. Sir, all the 
pageantry that an exuberant imagination could suggest has been tried to win 
the allegiance of a subject people : all the terrors which absolute power can 
invoke in its aid have been tried, the quartering of Gurkha soldiers and puni- 
tive police, the jails and flogging, belt and baton, have all had their pait. 
But a frank and generous recognition of the outrage done to the sentiment of the 

n lo, to their most cherished feelings, has not yet been tried. P^or if that 
one, much would lie therein. Would it be a vain hope, a far cry in the 
wilderness, to make the appeal to our rulers ? P^or your sake and ours, I hope 
not. Of pomp and pageantry, of smooth words and phrases, we have had enough. 

1 8 there no statesman among our rulers who sees the real situation, who can 
rise above the common places of the Anglo-Indian Code of Government, who 
is prepared to do something to strike the imagination of an eastern race and 
win their affection, and who can lay the foundations of a rule with which will 
be bound the hopes and aspirations of the Indian people, and around which 
there will be gathered together as round a national standard the Princes and 
people of India ? That there may be, is our earnest hope. That there must 
he, is our sincere conviction.” 

The llon’blo Mr. Nimmo said: — ^‘Your Plonour, — The Budget before the 
Council to-day is, 1 am sure. Sir, regarded by all of us as eminently a prosperity 
Budget, for not only does it show an expanding revenue, but it records an 
altogether advantageous new settlement with the Government of India. I am 
therefore disposed to regard it as a subject for congratulation rather than for 
criticism. At the same time the present occasion affords a convenient 
opportunity for bringing important matters to the notice of Government; 
and it is, I imagine, inevitable that the question of the division of the 
l^rovince should be prominent in this debate. My own feeling on that 
vexed question is that for practical men the time for discussion has gone 
by. Whether we favour partition or object to it, wo should now accept 
it as an accomplished fact. Whatever may bo the force of the objections 
which have been urged against it, the establishment of the new Government 
seems to ho making and will 1 firmly believe continue to make, for the 
material welfare of Eastern Bengal and Assam. We sec that there is alreadv 
an awakening of commercial activity in the Province. Schemes for extending 
and improving its railways are being promoted ; mercantile organizations are 
being formed ; and a spirit of trade rivalry with Bengal proper is being 
exhibited. And what is more, the new Government is evincing a manifest 
desire to foster and develop the resources of the territories under its jurisdic- 
tion. 1 am not one of those, Sir, who fear that this activity, this aggressive 
spirit, if 1 may so call it, will tend to the disadvantage of Bengal or of 
Calcutta. On the contrary, I believe that it will help us forward .to greater 
prosperity. But we must bo no less active. Our resources stand just as much 
in need of development; and our Government will require to be just as 
energetic and just as keen as the Government of the sister Province. The 
statement which we are discussing to-day affords to my mind tangible evidence 
that the Government of Bengal is not likely to be found wanting in this respect. 
But I know Sir that you welcome suggestions from the unofficial Members 
of this Council ; and I do not hesitate therefore to put forward certain points 
which have occurred to me on reading the statement. 

‘‘I observe, Sir, that according to the revised estimates for the year widch 
has just closed, a large increase in the receipts from the Hooghly piloiage 
service is Expected. This anticipation may he and probably will be realised^ 
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ioT the tonnage coming to the port is undoubtedly increasing. Bat I cannot 
help inclining to the view that we are sometimes apt to take it too much as a 
matter of course that this development of trade will continue. It is true that 
in the past we have witnessed a rapid and a continuous expansion, in spite of 
obstacles and hindrances. But it seems to me that in the future the expansion 
may not be either so rapid or so continuous unless we make serious effoi*ts to 
foster and conserve trade I notice with pleasure the bold way in which the 
task of extending and perfecting the facilities of the port is being approached 
by the Calcutta Port Commissioners ; and it is most satisfactory to see that the 

* Government of India are interesting themselves in this question. But the largo 
and costly works which will he necessary will involve the port in very heavy 
expenditure. I do not object to that. We must be able to handle our traffic 
efficiently and expeditiously. But we must also keep an eye on the revenue 
side of the account, and not conocmtrate our attention too exclusively on the 
expenditure side. And what I would ask is, are we doing all that wo ought 
to do in this direction — 1 mean in the direction of increasing our trade so as 
to enable us to provide this money? I am afraid we are not. In order to 
bring more trade to the port the first and most essential thing is to cheapen 
transport We want the very cheapest transport that wo can get. We want 
to bo able to land our stajiles in Calcutta at the lowest possible cost ; and to do 

• that we must perfect our communications. For this reason I am glad to see 
that the Province will soon be provided with a dredger worthy of the name, 
which will be used of course on our navigable waterways. It has certainly not 
been obtained before it was wanted ; and 1 trust that its purchase will be but 
the prelude to those n'ally comprehensive measures, which have been so long 
delayed, for the improvement of our rivers and canals. There is no necessity 
for me to mention in detail the great inland navigation schemes which are 
awaiting attention. But they are all projects either for providing now, or for 
improving existing, trade routes. I am no enemy of railways : on the contrary, 

I am a convinced believer in their extension and development. But because wo 
have built ourselves railways, we must not neglect our magnificent rivers, which 
are nature’s gift to Bengal. Navigable waterways, worked in conjunction 
with an efficient railway system, will give us the cheap transport which we 
need; and inland navigation should for that X’eason be encouraged and 
fostered. Wo know what other countries are dedng, and we now see that 
a Royal Commission has been appointed to look into the subject at home. 
If the advantages of water transport are thus coming to be recognised in 
Great Britain, where llie waterways have to be artificially constructed, surely 
they ouirht not be overlooked here in Bengal, where the rivers provide 
tke natural means of communication. And it is to mo a matter of much 
satisfaction to learn that the Government of India, no loss than the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, are so alive to the potentialities of our great waterways. 
But there are, of epurso, two other Local Governments, in addition to the 
Government of Bengal, who are interested in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Megua 
system of rivers. Unity of effort, combined with continuity of service and 
vigorous initiation and action, is what is wanted, and possibly it could be 
most effectively obtained if the work of improving and conserving this river 
system were entrusted to a special department, subject to the control of 
the three Governments. The proposals which have recently been discussed 
for policing the rivers proceed on these lines j and the suggestion may possibly 
be wortl^ of your Honour’s attention. 

But, as I have already indicated, it is not our waterways only, which 
I would wish improved and extended. Our railways are equally important, 
and there is one particular item of railway expenditure which is not of 
course in this budget, but which will be very shortly, I hope, bo in the railway 
programme of the Government of India. I refer to the proposed railway 
bridge over the Ganges at Sara Gh&t. This has been so much to the front 
of late that I need neither reiterate the urgency of the project, nor repeat 
tie arguments by which it has been shown, to my mind conclusively, that 
de site should he somewhere near Bara, and not at any other point which 
would lengthen the lead. But what I want to say is that to ooQstruc| 
this bridge would he to take another step forward in the way of improv- 
ing the communications converging on this port. With the bridge, and with 
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a through broad-gauge line from Calcutta to Siliguri, which will be. I bopei 
a part of the Bcheme eventually, wo shall have done a great deal to facilitate 
and cheapen the transport of Northern Bengal jute, tea, and other staples from 
the producing districts to the sea-board, 'rhen we must also remember that 
Darjeeling is still our summer capital, and the principal sanitarium of the 
Province ; and surely it is not too much to ask that, after waiting patiently for 
so many years, we should be at length afforded reasonably easy access to it. 
1 know that we have your support, Sir, in this matter, and 1 trust we shall 
learn before long that tlio bridge is to be undertaken. 

have referred, Sir, to the great port improvements which are in contem- 
plation. If those improvements are to bo paid for without an enhancement of 
the port charges, wo shall require to expand our trade to the greatest extent 
possible. To do that wc shall have to bo careful to see that no traffic which is 
legitimately ours is diverted elsewhere ; and for this reason I attach considerable 
importance to the question of the competition between Calcutta and Bombay 
for the import and export trade of Northern India. We contend that our rail- 
ways, because they work at lower cost should bo allowed to charge lower rates 
mile for mile than the Bombay lines. It seems on the face of it a simple and 
a busincBsdiko proposal. We know tliat at present the rates are not lower, and 
that they cannot bo reduced because of the existence of the statutory minimum. 
This minimum ignores working costs, and its too rigid application has resulted 
in the western ports being, to my mind, unduly favoured at our expense. 
I wish them no ill, but I thii;k wo have a right to expect from the Government 
the same good treatment which they receive. At present, to put the case in a 
concrete lorm, the Government of India say to the East Indian Uailway: 
‘You must not carry grain from the Oawnpore district to Calcutta unless you 
“can make a profit of more than Rs. 400 per 100 tons.’ And then they say to 
the Great Indian Poiiinsula Railway ; ‘But you may carry it from the same 
district to Bombay if you can make a profit of Rs. 20 on tlie same quantity.’ 

“ We were told the other day by the llon’blo Mr. Howett that ‘ the reduc- 
tion of the minima rates on the East Indian Railway alone would involve the 
transfer to that line, at the expense of other lines, of traffic which would be 
conveyed at a lower cost, and a consequent reduction of the general income 
of our railway systems without a demonstrable increase of the general volumt 
of our internal trade.* It is, Sir, with the greatest diffidence tliat I venture to 
question any statement made by a minister whose w’ell-directed and successful 
efforts for ihe promotion of India’s commerce and industries we all most grate* 
fully acknowledge. But is this proposal really sound V 1 cannot holp thinking 
that Mr. Ilowett has overlooked tho fact that on the East Indian Railway the 
cost of working is so much lower than on the Bombay linos. Let us imagine 
that the East Indian Railway rates wore so reduced as to attract to Calcutta 
the trafiic which now goes to the West at a profit, to the carrying railway, 
of Rs. 20 per 100 tons. The East Indian Railway could then make, I under- 
stand, on that traffic, at those reduced rates, a profit of, say Rs. 200 per 100 tons. 
Surely the net income — and it is, you will observe, not the gross, hut the net 
income in which tho Government is interested — of our railway systems oould 
not bo diminished in these circumstances. Then, again, I venture to take 
excoption to tho suggestion that the reduction would mean a transfer of traffic 
to the East Indian Railway at the expense of other lines. It would be more 
correct, 1 think, to say that the reduction would enable the East Indian Railway 
to regain traffic which pi-opcrly belongs to it, but which has been wrongly taken 
from it by the operation or a too rigid system of minima rates. What the East 
Indian Railway and the merchants of Calcutta want is to get back their 
vanished trade with Delhi and their vanisliing trade wilh Cawnpore. Wo do 
not seek wliat does not belong to us; for you must remember please that, 
from Cawnpore, Calcutta is distant 684 miles, while Bombay is 839 milei. 
What we say is tliat a largo share of the import and export traffic which goj^ 
to these western ports does belong to us. It is artificially deflected to them, 
because of this system of minima rates. And what is more, the western Uhm 
cannot i-eally afford to carry at the rates which they now charge ; for they aw 
obligod to make up tbeir diTidends by charging exorbitfuit rates from 
competitiye points. 
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• further think, Sir, that the Hon’ble Mr. Hewett is mistaken in supposing 
that DO general reduction of rates on tho East Indian Hailwaj is contemplated. 
The correspondence appears to indicate that if the i ail way were allowed to go 
below the minimum, they would reduce their rates for long-distance traffic all 
over the system. It may therefore bo reasonably anticipated that a general 
increase in trade would result from the adoption of the proposal. 

“So much has been said of late upon the great question of agriculture, that 
I hesitate to offer any remarks upon it. But tho necessity for improving our 
methods of production is even greater than the need for improving our methods 
distribution upon which I have already dwelt. It is therefore to mo a 
matter of very great satisfaction to observe how earnestly and thoroughly both 
the Government of India and tho Local Govornmonts arc working towards 
this end ; and with still more satisfaction do I welcome tho cordial invitation 
which they have extended to the mercantile community to join hands with them 
■tirtheir great task. As regards Bengal, 1 tliink that tho re-organisation of the 
Agricultural Department, as explained in tho Resolution dated 11th October 
last, ought to provide us with an admirably effective agency. And if wo can 
only make the Department a really live and efficient organisation, as it is 
clearly designed to be, I am convinced thot it will confer very great benefits 
upon the people. So far as the commercial community is concerned, the 
question of the greatest iniincdiato importance in Cvinnection with agriculture 
•is that of the adulteiation of jute, 1 am entirely in accord witli tho Uon’blo 
Sir Denzil Ibbotson in thinking that the true remedy for tho evil is to bo found 
in tho exterjsion of tho cultivated area. But my fear is that this remedy will bo 
slow, and that the trade may be ruined in the meantime. We cannot affor(i to wait; 
wo want a remedy now. It is a truism to repeat that llengal has a monopoly 
of the jute trade. But tho fact that we enjoy that monopoly because our fibre 
has hitherto been cheap, and good at tho price, is not so often insisted upon. 
Jute has now ceased to be cheap, and, what is more, it is adulterated — it is 
leavened with rot. We arc selling an adulterated article at an extravagant 
price. To continue to do so will undoubtedly tend to endanger our monopoly ; 
for it will stimulate the cultivation of jute in other parts of the world and 
will lead to the substitution for jute of other cheap fibres. If wo cannot 
stop adulteration by immediately increasing tho crop, as 1 fear wo cannot, 
then wo ought at least to be able to stop it in some other way. 1 trust 
therefore that your Honour’s Government wdl favourably consider the 
legislative proposals whicL, after prolonged deliberation, have boon formu- 
lated, aud which will bo shortly submitted. When, as a result of the steps 
now being taken to extend cultivation, wo have an abundant supply of 
cheap jute, then adulteration will no doubt disapjiear, irrespectivo of the 
preventive measures. But some years will elapse before we Khali be in that 
happy position, and we cannot in tho meantime risk endangering an industry 
which during the present season has poured into the cultivating districts 
10 crorcs of rupees ^loro than ever before, and which is one of the most 
profitable in this country. 

“ There are two other questions concerning tho port of Calcutta to whicli, 
Sir, I would like to refer very briefly. The first is the question of tho 
hospital port-dues. The object to which these dues are devoted is so 
excellent, and so commands our sympatliy, that 1 hesitate to criticise them. 
But we must remember that they are paid by ship-owners thioughout the world. 
Thejr were imposed, and rightly imposed, in the days wlien our trade was 
carried in sailing ships manned by Eumpean crews. All that is now changed. 
But few* sailing ships visit Calcutta, and our steamers are manned by Indian 
seamen, who do not care to be in-patients at hospitals. 1 do not wish to dwell 
on this subject at any length, but I would remind the Council that Calcutta has 
a most unenviable notoriety as a dear port. I think tlicrefore that tlie Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce is justified in asking, as it has recently done, thot the 
basis upon which these dues are assessed should now bo reermsidert'd ; for it 
should clearly be our endeavour to relievo ship-owners to the greatest extent 
plssible ; aiul I doubt if we ought really to create such a windfall, so to speak, 
althat mentioned on page 18 of tho Statement. 

f “ The second question has reference to the steam Pilot cruiser Fraser ^ which 
is mentioned in the Budget Statement, This new departure has proved to be fo 
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flucccfisful tliat a suggeation for the purchase of a second cruiser has been, ^1 
believe, already made to Government. Seeing that the adoption of the sugges- 
tion would enable the brigs to be abolished altogether, the ultimate cost would 
probably be less than might be at first sight anticipated. One of the advan- 
tages (if the Fraser is that the vessel is equipped with a wireless telegraphic 
installation, which is of utmost value in establishing communication with 
sliipping while still at sea, and is an advantage greatly appreciated by ship- 
owners and underwriters. 

‘‘ The Excise revenue of the Province is apparently increasing, Sir, and I 
nolicG also that under your new settlement you will obtain one-sixteenth more- 
of it than you have hitherto had. This gives point, I think, to the suggestion 
wliich has been made tliot the Excise revenue should bo laid under contribu- 
tion for the improvement of Calcutta. I rej<»ico to learn that the Government 
of India are open to conviction upon the subject of the Imperial grant and I 
am entirely at one with the llon’blo the finance Minister in thinking that thbse 
who benefit most hy the scheme should bear the brunt of the expenditure. But 
lam not quite sure that the manufacturers and exporters of jute who have been 
asked to contribute nrejtfy heavily arc among those who will benefit most. 
For inysdf 1 would like the land to pay more liberally, although I recognise 
the difficulty of fomulating practical proposals in that direction. But although 
an ambitious echoiiie may be, perhaps, beyond us ut the moment, I am inclined 
to think, from ceitain small inquiries which 1 have made, that vacant lands in' 
Calcutta are not perhaps assessed at proper rates. Possibly tho Hon’ble 
Mr. Allen may deem it worth while to look into this question. In a city where 
there is so much pressure for space the land taxation should certainly not be so 
arranged as to encourage owners to hold lands vacant in order to inflate values. 

In conclusion. Sir, I desire to mention another question wliich is not per- 
lia])s quite within tho scope of our deliberations, but which has recently come 
under my notice. 1 have been reading with very great interest a progress 
ropoit by Sir IVcdcrick Nicholson on tho flshencB investigations wdiich Ji© has 
und('rtakon on behalf of tho Madras Government. Tho object of these in- 
vesligations is, I understand, to ascertain whether measures cannot bo adopted 
whereby our Indian seas mil y bo more thoroughly and completely exploited 
than they are nt present. Although tho report is only a preliminary statement, 
and althougli it deals with hut the west coast of Madras, it contaius a mass of 
useful information, and it shows how defective and antiquated are the methods 
which Indian fishornion now cmjdoy. 1 believe that Sir Frederick Nicholson 
has since been pursuing his researches on the East Coast; and it has occurred to 
me that possiluy the Gov(?rnmont of Bengal might bo disposed to co operate 
witii the Government of Madras, and to arrange for the investigations to be 
continued in this province. Wo are all anxious to develop the industries of 
Bengal, and it docs not strike mo as being at all beyond the range of the 
practical to liopo that in connection with our fisheries we may eventually have 
an industry of no mean extent and value. 

“ More or less associated with the question is a suggestion which has been 
made for the establishment of an aquarium at tho Calcutta Zoological Gardens. 
Tho gardens are now being extended, and an aquarium, if it could be included 
in the extension, would not only add to the attractions of the place, but would 
also have a certain oducationol and economic value in connection with fiBhorie.i, 
which we ought not 1 think to overlook. I hope that the suggestion will be 
favourably considered by the Govermnont.” 

The Hon’ble Baku Jogendra Nath Mukherjee said:— “ Sir, must 
begin b^ ofTcring my congratulations to the Hon’ble tho Financial Secretary 
upon his very Iu(dd prosontation of the Budget, The year that is just gone 
has witnessed an uiiprcccdonted disturbance of the normal financial conditions 
of the country owing to tho partition of Bengal, a measure by the way which 
has convulsed Bengal so much, and 1 presume it has been a matter of no small 
diliiculty to the llon’blo Member in charge of the Budget to eliminate the 
figures appertaining to tho 15 districts separated from the old provinije 
and to place before tho Council for consideration the tables compariii|r 
the figures for tho expired year with tjiose for the year that has begun, 
theiefove, under ordinary oircumBtaaces, a lucid financial statement like the 
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bne just presented would evoke congratulations, it would do so in a far 
greater degree in view of the recent administrative ohanges of so sweeping 
a character. One of the most noticeable features of the present Budget 
estimate is that althougli a good number of important districts have been 
separated from old Bengal in the middle of the year, the financial equili- 
brium has been maintained. The total receipts for new Bengal do not fall 
far short of the estimated figure for undivided Bengal, and the administra- 
tive machinery for the former does not appear in any part to have been 
thrown out of gear ; and we have a satisfactory balance for the present year's 
* operations. 

“But while congratulating the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary and Your 
Honour’s Governraont upon the successful launching out, so to speak, of now 
Bengal from a financial point of view, there aro certain points in connection 
wi th the Budget estimate which cannot, from the people’s point of view, be 
passed over in silence. The first that I would beg leave to notice is the excess 
of nearly Rs. 10,00,000 put down to the normal expansion of revenue during 
the current year, which, in other words, is the difference between the ostiinalcd 
total of receipts for the year 1906-07 and the amount assigned to this 
Government by the Government of India in the new financial sottloment. 
However legitimate the anxiety of an Administration may bo to mako its 
^ revenue expansive from year to year in order to be able to meet the annually 
increasing demands upon its resources, it seems to me to be difficult to deny 
that in its efforts to realise its expectations of revenue the Government 
is apt, though often unconsciously, to go through the process of its finan- 
cial harvost-homo with but a one sided intent. The upward tendency of 
the estimated figure for receipts under the head of ‘Assessed taxes’ may bo 
referred to by way of example. The Budget estimate for the present year 
provides for an increase of lis. 1,00,000 under this head on accour»t of 
tho normal expansion of revenue. Those who have an experience of tlio 
administration of the Income-tax law will perhaps boar mo out wlion 1 say 
that a good portion of tliis estimated increase will have to bo accounted 
for by men who either fall below the assessable limit or, though above it, 
are made to pay more than they ouglit to, by zealous officers of Guvornment, 
The explanation which was given last year by the Hon’blo the Financial 
Secretary n'garding this aspect of the Budget does not fioem, in my humble 
judgment, to go to the heart of tho question. The mere fact tliat there has 
been a steady annual increase under this head in years past, does not afford, to 
my mind, a sufficient basis for any provision for a further increase in the 
demand. An increased provision for receipts in the Budget moans an increased 
expectation on the part of Government, and indirectly it is an order on its 
Executive Officers to bring the realizations up to the level of the Government 
expectations, Althougli 1 fully appreciate the administrative difficulties as to 
where and how the line is to be drawn in regard to the supposed normal expan- 
sion of assessed taxc», a practical solution of the question would scorn to lie 
in the fact of keeping, in trie first place, the actuals in respect of receipts for 
the expiring year as the rough basis for the following year’s calculations ; in the 
second place, of scrutinising the details as to tho difference between the figures 
for receipts in tho original estimate and the revised estimate for the expiring 
year and, lastly, instead of adding something more to the actuals of the expiring 
year, of carefully eliminating from them those items which betray any result 
of irregular or over-assessment. Tho net figure thus obtained, if adopted 
as the initial figure for the estimated receipts for the following year, would 
Ijerhaps more correctly represent the normal growth cf revenue than any 
figures based merely upon the progressive receipts for past years and accepted 
without any scrutiny ns to how they came into being. There is nothing to 
show that the increased provision for a lakh of rupees of revenue from Income- 
tax referred to above as well as the difference between the figures in the original 
Budget estimate and the revised Budget estimate in respect of any other head 
ofktaxation has undergone any such scrutiny, or that any practical check hat 
bein kept in the Budget over undue or ovcr-as.sossmonts, in any other way, 

J “ Regarding the figures on the receipt side under ‘ Provinciai Rates ’ and 
< Ekciae,’ although different processes for assessment and levy are in forcoi 
.the same remarLi would seem to apply to them subject, of coarse, to necessary 
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modifications. In connection with tho revenue from Excise I may venture t<f 
say Hpocially that although I am not ono of those who think that all revenue 
under this head should bo sacrificed, I maintain that Government should 
not raise from it any revenue which has the result of directly or indirectly 
encouraging tho consumption of intoxicants, and I would ask Your Honour’s 
Government to provide for a more effective sehemo in the Excise law which 
is gfdng to bo amended in a short time, whereby this object can be more 
fulJy attained than is tho case at present. So far, there is no indication in the 
Uuflget statonient winch will go to assure tho public mind that the present 
exciho policy of Government or the increased revenue under this head from ' 
year to yoar has succeeded to any appreciable extent in steering clear of the 
danger of stimulaiing the consumption of intoxicants. 

“ Apart from the question of what ought to have been Bengal’s share 
in tho grants from the surplus revenue made by tho Government of India 
to the different Provincial GovernmentM, I cannot pass over the general 
column of receipts witiiout acknowledging the fairnoHS with which the 
Government cf Jndia has treated this Government in the matter of the 
new financial settleinent. Although in a country palpably overtaxed like 
ours, the Supr('me Government finds in the end of the year, as a rule, a 
lot of HurpluH money on hand which it must dispose of somehow, it is 
giatifying to find lliut in tho present year that Govi'rnmont has thought fit 
to ai)ply it to a great extent to objects of admitted utility. 1 notice with ' 
particular satisfuciion — and 1 think 1 reflect the sentiment of the majority of 
riiy (aJucated countrymen in this matter — tho assignment to this Government 
of a larger propoitioii of tho expanding revenues. This, to my mind, will 
enable Your Honour’s Government to proceed with gieater certainty to the 
forming and carrying out of more comprehensive schemes of improvement 
and reform tlian lias been possible hitherto. At the same time, the people 
will have tho siitisfuction of knowing that if they liavo hud to pay moie, a 
good portion ( f the amount paid will he locally hjiont. 

‘‘'llie granlH made to sevi ral MunicipalilicH in the Province in aid of 
flanitiiry irnjiiovements have my cordial sympathy, specially the grant of 
lis. 2.j,000 to the Bliagalpur Municipality for water- works and of Bs. 75,000 
to tlio Monghyr J\Iunicipality for water-supply, both these towns belonging, as 
tiioy do, to tlio DivHion which 1 have the honour to represent in this Council, 
The grants t(> the last-named towns will bo specially aj)prec;iat('d at a period 
when both of them have been suffering from severe visitations of plague. 
No doubt ])lugue may have its origin and growth in otlier causes wdiieh have 
to bo speciully dealt with, but anything tlmt tends to bring about the supply 
of good drinking water is calculated, among other things, to restrict the 
scope of its activity by introducing healthier conditions among the towns- 
j)eo])lo. 

“Ibit^ bow'evor, grateful we may be for special contributions of Ibis kind, 
wc cannot ovoilook the demands of the country at large in«roBpect of sanitation. 

It Will bo superfluous for me to allude to the excessive mortality from fever, 
cliolera, and jilague in tins Province and to the fact that where malaria does not 
kill, it enfeebles and enorvutes tho pojiulation, for years if not for generations, 
innsniiich ns the question was dealt with, with some fulness, by my friends the 
llon’ble Ih.bu Hhupendra Nath Basu and the Hon’blo Mr. J, Cliaudhuri last 
year. Your iTonour was pleased to observe on that occasion that their appeals 
in this connection had not fallen on unsympathetic eais and that the mutter was 
already engaging ihe attention of Government. One year has since, gone by, 
yit it is not< known whether’ any scheme calculated to mitigate, on any coiiipre- 
heiisivo scale, tho ravages of these evils, has been formulated, vr even if not 
foiniukted, at what stage of consideration the (jucstion is at present. It must 
b(' admitted that several insanitary conditions of nn extensive charncter exist in 
the country; and it will be for Y’^our Honour’s Government, in formulating any 
s< beino for the improvement of the sanitHry con dit inns of our towns and 
viila<ges, to fix with some precision the responsibilities of the jjonple and of the 
Govorjiim iit. I say this because itjias been repeated, year after year, by respem- 

()fiic(U'8, that in certain important matters of sanitation, the people mist 
do ovcryiliiiig and the Government lit^o or nothing. I will here quote w^t 
was stated last year by one Hon’ble Member in defending the position of 
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•Government in connection with the supply of frood drinking-water to our 
villa^fes. He said : * A doctrine of ^elf help is usually distasteful ; but in this 
vitally important matter there is no other possible remedy.’ Again, in connec- 
tion with the question of malaria in the country, the only important Govern- 
ment action he pointed to, apart from the Magra HAt drainage scheme, was an 
increased mamifMcture of quinine, and increased facilities for its sale and con- 
sumption. All this is very good so far ns it goes, just as the doctrine of self- 
help is a very sound doctrine But I have to join issue with the Hon’blo 
Member, if by what he said be intended to minimise the responsibility of 

• Government in the matter of sanitary improvements. I need scarcely point 
put that some of the insanitary conditions of our towns and villages are the 
direct results of certain acts of State such as irrigation and railway; and there 

bo no doubt that these either divertor interfere with the natural drainage of 
thp country and the out-flow of its waters. As to irrigation, it is undoubted 

’'that the Government by diverting to some extent the waters of our groat rivers 
from their natural channels and by spreading them over vhe country for agri- 
cultural purposes, has been gradually but steadily attenuating thotn. Again, 
the beds of the canals by which the waters of the Ganges are drawn away from 
it, being on a higher level than the surrounding country, render the latter damp 
by percolation and thus bring on malaria. 1 have seen such results mypolf near 
Dinapore and Khagole. 1 noticed there places which were dry and healthy 

* before the canals came into existence, but whndi have become distinctly 
malarious since that time, f urther down its course, tln^ silting up of the bed 
of the Ganges and of its branches in the Gangetic delta is traceable, to my 
mind, to a material extent, to the diversion of its waters up-stream. If, there- 
fore, irrigation brings in its train certnin attendant evils, or if the railways 
and the high-bunded roads all over the country, restrict the natural waterways 
and interfere with the natural drainage of the country, is it not the plain duty 
of Government to keep the fact in mind and work out a scheme which will 
e£Eoctively grapple with the causes of these epidemics ? We are thankful for 
the comparatively small projects such as those in connection with the Magra 
Hfiit and the Bhairab valley drainage. But, after all, these schemes are not very 
comprehensive. 1 lespectfully submit that the Government has not hitherto 
shown itself sufficiently alive to the situation. 

‘‘As regards the supply of good drinking water to our village communities, 
the first point to which 1 would beg leave to draw the attention of Your 
Honour’s Government is, that when the people pay a special cess in the shape of 
Public Works Cess, would it not be reasonable for them to urge that, instead of 
the amount available under this head of revenue being mostly used up in the 
construction of buildings in big towns and head-quarters stations, a fixed-propor- 
tion of it should be spent every year in keeping up at least one or two tanks 
or wells in each village for this purpose? A great number of Government 
buildings have already come into existence, sufficient perhaps for the present 
requirements of our bi|; towns and stations, but even if this number is not 
sufficient, it seems to me that questions of life and death should have prefer- 
ence to questions of mere adornment or convenience. 

“The next point is that, assuming that the people must do everything in 
the matter of their village water-supply, should it be considered impracticable 
for Government to stimulate their energies in this behalf? The Government 
commands a vast influence over zamindars and other monied classes, and it it 
once became known to them that it looked upon the excavation and maintain- 
ance of tanks and wells with special favour, a good beginning would perhaps 
at once spring into our vision. Where MuuicipalitioH exist the Government 
will do well to continue to employ its influence in the matter of water-supply 
as it has been doing for some time past. Further, it can do similar work 
through village jianchayats also wherever such organisations may exist. 

“Turning to the Police it is not very satisfactory to find that there 
have been savings in the special and oth(ir grants to this department, 
amounting to about 7 lakhs of rupees. I do not mean to suggest for 
on^ moment that the grants, if utilised would have inaugurated a golden 
eram Police Administration. I believe that any amount of these grants, or 

. even some inciemeiits of pay, would fail to achieve their purpose fully, so long*" 
as the real canker tiiat is eating into the vitals of the Police administratioiii 



100 


Th fwAnei(4^ 8iBUmlnU for l$0$^7. [7th Apsii«, 
\_Babu Jogendra Xath MukhirfeeJ] 


▼iz., the union of the Judicial and Executive functions in one and the same 
person, is left unfoueliod. These savings form part of a total of Ks. 28,34,OoO 
effected under diff^^ront heads, including even tliat of Education, and they 
betray a general slowness of movement which is not altogeihcr in keeping witn 
our expeetations of progress. 

The savings also relat ) to another branch of the Administration in respect 
of wliieh I beg leave to say a word or two, I mean, to the non -utilization of 


the grants for the increase in the number of Deputy Coll ctors, as well as for 
the incTPase of salaries of the Ministerial olhcers. The g’ ants under these 
heads failed to be utilised in 1904-1905 also, and it is hoped Your Honour’s 
Government will find it possible to dispose of these matters comph^tely and 
satisfaittoriiy in course of the current year. But while on this question, 1 may 
bo permitted to say a few words in support of tlie claims of ISub-Deputy 
Collocdors to betnir treatment than they have hitherto received. There is 
little difference between Deputy 0‘dlectors and these officers, specially those 
who have been appointed as Sub- Deputy Collectors in recent times, and the 
two classen have to do practically the same kind of work. Yet, the difference 
between fliom in point of ])ay and prospects is considerable, and in view of 
the facts subraitted ub .ve, perhaps unjustitiable; and 1 am glad to learn from 
the answer wliich has been just given to my question on the subject, that trie 
matter of the travelling and iialting allowancos of Sub-deputy Collectors has 
been decide d in tlieir favour. I may also be permitted to sav a word or two in 
regard to the present prospects of Muasifs, a subject which has been already dealt 
with by my Ilon’ble friend Mi. Syed Sharfuddin. Tliese hurd-w >rked officers 
of Goverunient have to wait almost to the end of their career before they 
can b(’C/Oinfc‘ Sab- Judges, and some of them have to retire btdore their turn for 
that office comes to them, li is not possible for me now' to enter into any 
discuHsi^n over this subject, but 1 will leavi^ it by resji' cffully asking Your 
Honour’s Goverumeni to consider, along with the Ilon'ble Judges of the 
High Court, wln tlu r it is not possible to create an intermediate grade for 
Munsifs carrying a nay of Ks. 500. 8uch a moHsurii will, i feel sure, mitigate, 
to some extent, ilie feeling of dejection, which, so far as i know, exists among 
this class of officers 


“Sir, the non-utilization cf the Educational grants to the extent of Rs, 9^ 
lakhs hoars testimony to the backwardness in resp et of a most important 
branch of the Administration, which, to my mind, shou d engage Your Honour’s 
attention, specially as we all know^, liow favourably disposed i'our Honour is 
towards progress and rcfi rm in all the branches of lidueation — primary, second- 
ary as well as higlnjr. Observations on the dottiils of this branch of the admi- 
nistration have been made by my Ilon’ble friend Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu 
and 1 do not propose to go ov(‘r the same ground again. I notice, iiowever, 
with special satisfaction the large grants made tow'ards college education, 
both general as well as technical. The provision of Ks. l,0u,000 as the 
initial outlay on the establishment of a central weaving school at Sirampur 
is a spocial fouturo of the Budget which deserves notice. It is a small 
beginning, but apart from the question of the undoubted practical nseful- 
noss of such an iustitudou, the grant appears to me to indicate a disposi- 
tion on the part of Govtrnment to recognise the principle thai for the 
administration to be succfssful Government must move with the people and with 
the times. Yet tliere is another without recognising which we may look 
for satisfactory progress in vain. We may spend money in constructing build- 
ings for the d( velopment of primary education, buy models and fit up laboratories 
for pur technical schools and colleges, make provit^ion for the improvement 
of agriculture and do many other things brsidos, but they will remain 
detached fiom tlio great heart of the people and will be comparatively 
barren of good results, so long as all forms of i dueatioii do not tend to wake up 
in the mind of the people u natioiml self-consciouMiess. Such a turn to our 
educational system is bound to rvm\i in self-help and power of joint action in 
the people. If wo examine the material and moral results of the working of 
any department of our udmiiuslration, we shall find that the apathy and ffilp- 
lessncs of the people are blocking a good part of the way of progress, ^ m 
individuals, so in nations and commamiies. Make tlie individual unconsdouB, 
the limbs cease to act, put vitality into him, the limbs commence to work. If 
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OV great adiuinistration tend to produce anesthetic effects on the people, it 
will be unreasonable to ex])ect self help in them to any considerable extent. 

• 1 do not feel jastihod in detaining the Hon’ble Members any longer with 
my observations, i think 1 have detained them too long already. I will only 
say in conclus on that 1 feel thankful to Youi Honour for the sevi ral progrt'psive 
measures whicli have been provided for in ifie budget, although I wish their 
number were larger and their scope more extensive. Yet sucli us they are, they 
cannot fail to be appn dated by the public, and 1 hope and trust that we shall 

• find ampler provision for progress and reform in the iiudgot for the next year,” 

The Hon’hle RiJA Ban Bfhaki Kapur, said: — “Your Honour— I beg to 
offer you my sincere congmtulations on the new financial settlement which has 
been effected with the Government of India after the making over of fifteen 
districts to the new Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. It removes all 
k-- doubts and apprehensions that were naturally caused by the altered circums- 
tances induced by the new cession. 

“ The Budget under discussion which is ably prepared by the Hon’ble 
the Financial Secretary on the basis of our new settlement with the Govern- 
ment of India should be declared a Prosperity Budget, and 1 feel 
bound to congratulate Your Houour and the Financial Secretary on such a 
good Budget. The Budget is clear and comprehensive, and its allotments are 
lair and just. I liave no desire to occupy the time of the Council by dealing 
with the Budget allotments in all their details. I shall confine myself to a 
few heads only. 

“ Sir, I do not consider it fair to deal with the points which I desire to 
take up before offering, through Your Honour, our thanks to His Excellency 
the Governor General in Council for the abolition of the zamindari 
dAk cess, amounting to Rs. 2,34,000 only — a cess which, however small, onluiled 
a good deal of trouble, labour and exp3n8e on the Government for its collection, 
and was looked u})on as an improper cess in those days of an expansive postal 
system. exemption from this tax will relievo the agriculturul class as well 
as the landlords who liad to pay the greater portion of this < ess from their 
own pockets, being unable to realise the whole amount from their subordinate 
tenure-holders or from the tenants under direct management whore no clear 
stipulation existed in the kabuliyaU, Its collection by the zamiiidars was very 
expensive. The abolition of the zamindari dak ccss is a blessing to all 
concerned, and will have the effect of putting a stop tt> a largo number of potty 
suits in courts. 

“ Before leaving the subject of remission of taxation, I venture to mention 
in passing that when I hud the honour of serving my first term as a Member 
of this Council in 1885, a Bill was introduced style<l “ Canoongoo and patwari 
Bill’^ for the purpose of levying taxes for tho introduction and the upkeep of the 
Patwari system. Some of my lion’ble culloagncs and myself successfully opposed 
the introduction of tjio measure, and the Bill was fortunately withdrawn. 
Here in 190G the Indian Government find tho Patwari cesses to he improper 
cesses or taxes, and give up a large amount of income in the present Budget. 
Howoyer, I am glad to find that I was in the right in opposing tho introduction 
of the Bill in question in 18<55, for if this Bill had become law tho landlords 
and the tenants would have to pay a tax which the Government of the present 
day consider it improper to saddle the agricultural people of other provinces 
with. 

“It .is very gratifying to find in paragraph 16 of the Budget under 
head ‘Non recurring charges’ a provision of Rs. 1, 00,000 for rreeting the 
“Initial outlay un tho establishment of Central Weaving Scliool at Seramporo,” 
The establishment of the Weaving School will do much tow^ards tho renewal and 
improvement of the weaving industry in Bengal, und wo hope that jjupils from 
this school will gradually disseminato throughout the country a thorough 
knowledge of weaving in all its branches. This m<»ve is in tlie right direction, 
ai^ your Government deserve tne grateful thanks of tlio nation. 1 hope, Sir, 
this step taken by you will be followed up by others equally practical and 
beneficial to the country and its people. The insritution at Pusa, by diffusing 
scientific knowledge of agriculture amouirsi the people and the school at Seram* 
pore by placing the most improTod methods of weaving within their reach will 
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contribute' much towards the prosperity of the country in the quietest and the 
least ajigressive maimer. 

‘‘1 beg to suggest, Sir, that, following the tradition of the Mogul 
Emperors, the Government should, in audition to the sum allotted to the District 
Boards for the supply of drinking-water, sot apart a certain sum annually 
for digging and re-excavating large dighees and tanks in selected areas and 
localities which would not only serve the purpose of supplying drinking-water, 
but would also afEord the means of irrigation in years of drought. There are 
several large tanks and dighces which are commonly known as Badshabi Dighi, 
Dewau, Dighi, etc. wliicli were excavated and maiutained by the btate in those 
days. When digfiecs or tanks are thus excavated they should bo kept up as 
public properties. If this is done, Sir, your Government will vortually ensure 
the water-supply for drinking and irrigation purpi/ses and guard against 
scarcity in years of drought. 1 need not say that it is better to allot ^pme 
money to provide against scarcity than to spend much more in relief-worBT* 
during famine. 

“ Last year at the debate of the Council on the Budget I had the honour 
to propose the establishment of a paying patients’ ^^ard for middle class 
Indian gentle men, and 1 was fortunate enough to get your sympathetic support 
towards the proposal. Your Honour soon after appointed a representative 
Committee consisting of several European and Indian gentlemen to draw up 
a scheme and submit a practicable proposition for the consideration of Your 
Honour. 'I’he Committoo met on several occasions and submitted its report 
under tho sigmituro of Lieutenant-Colonel C.P. Lukis, m.d,, f k.c.s., its President, 
on the 7tli July 1900. This subject was discussed before Your Honour 
at Belvedere on the Ist February last at a meeting presided over by yourself; 
and in spite of strong opposition from some members Your Honour was satisfied 
that the project was one which should receive your support. Therefore Your 
Honour was pleased to say that the project should bo taken up and proceeded 
with. Though our original proposal was for 50 bods according to cottage 
hospital plan, it was agreed to have only 20 beds to start with, and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Shirres said that the probable cost would be Ks. 3,00,000, 
but that tho Government could not undertake to pay tho whole cost. 
Sir, you wore pleased to say that you would be prepared to pay one- 
third of tho initial cost of the building, and that two-thirds should be raised 
by subscription. You, Sir, were also pleased to announce at that meeting that 
one of the worthy citizens of Calcutta — Seth 8heo Prosad Joonjoonwala — had 
placed Rs. o0,000 at your hands and was prepared to go up to another 
Rs. 10,000. It will not be out of place here to thank our worthy friend for 
his muniheont donation and to express a hope that other gentlemen of means 
will come forward with their contributions towards tho carrying out of the 
project. 

<‘My hon’hle friend, tho Financial Secretary, remarked at the meeting 
of the Ist Februar)" last that as the European (Jommunit} subsciibod a large 
sum for tho construction of the ** paying patients’ block” at the Presidency 
General Hospital, it was expected that the ^'a^.ive community should come for- 
ward to make up the required amount by subscription s. But it will be ae 
well to reim niber in this connection that wliereas the European community 
fully applet iatf’S the advantages of a fully -equipped medical establishment and 
are above all prejudices against treatment in sucli a place, the Indian people 
prefer home nursing to hired, thougli more skilful, ministration in a strange 
place and look upon removal to n hospital as social degradation. Besides 
the European residents are far and a\isy bettor able to pay lor whatever 
they consider to be useful than the middle class Indian people who alone 
would Ih) benefitted by the scheme under contemplation ; we can therefore 
look uj) to only the wealthy community witli charitable and sympathetic 
feelings, for subscriptions. Hence I am not very hopeful as to the 
amount, wo are liktdy to get together, though it is quite possible that 
we shall be able to collect a sufficient amount. It is for this reason. Sir, that»I 
want to say that there is a certain accumulated sum of money now lying unused 
at the dillerent treasuries in the collectorates of this province, and if Your 
Honour 18 pleased, it could be made mailable for this noble obje^, without any 
loss to any uody wbatsoever. There is a large sum of money under the deposit 
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h^ad at the difPerent treaauries in Benral, being the accamulated amount of 
landlords’ fees under sections 12, 13 and 15 of the Bengal Tenancy Act (from 
year 1885-86 to 1903-04, and I have not been able to obtain the figures for 
1904-05 and 1905-06) aggregating Ks. 5,69,354, which, for various reasons, haa 
not been drawn by tne parties in whose favour it is held. I understand that if 
a certain proposid which is under consideration bo carried into effect a 
large portion of this amount might be withdrawn. Even, if we assume, Sir, 
that half of this amount will le withdrawn, tho other half, nnmely, 

• Es. 2,84,677, will, at no distant date, lapse to G«)vermnent. My definite 
proposal is, Sir, that by the issue of a certain rule from the Board of 
Revenue or by an Executive order, the landlords in whose favour 
these deposits are held should bo required to withdraw the amount within 
a fixed time, after wliich the money will bo declared to have lapsed to 
Government. The amount which thus comes to Goyornment will bo made 
over for the construction of the paying-patients’ hospital for Indian patients. 
This proposal of mine might seem to be rather rough-and-ready, but Sir, 

I am positively certain that the amount held in deposit will lapse to 
Government, sooner or later, and that is why I propose that the Indian peoples’ 
money may vo^ well be used for the benefit of the Indian people at large. If 
this IS done, Sir, we will not require to raise any subscription, though, of 
course, wo shall always be thankful to persons preferring any donation towards 
^he object. I am afraid, Sir, I liave tired the Council with this long disquisi- 
tion of mine, but before I leave this subject I must offer my sincere thanks 
to Your Honour for the provision of Rs. 1,00,000 made in the budget for tho 
project under discussion, though I do not think it will suffice to complete our 
object. We desire to have twenty units all built one storied on tho Cottage 
Hospital plan and so arranged that the patients will ho able to bring their families 
with them and cook tlicir ow n food. If wo cannot get this, tluui we shall agree 
to have five separate double-storu d blocks having four units in each with separate 
stair-cates, proper attention being paid to tho zanava arrangnientsof each unit so 
that ladies of one family couM got in and out without hoiiig looked (jvor by tho 
inmates of other units. Sir, if ever this project becomes an accomplished fact, 
it would be entirely through your personal sympathy and support and tho 
boon you will have thus conferiH'd upon the public would bo appreciated so 
much, that your name will go dowui to posterity ami be always remembered 
very thankfully. 

In laragraph 11 of tho Budget Statement I find tho following “In 
revising the terms the receipts under tho heads of Land Kevenue, Excise, 
Assessed 'Faxes and Forests have been divided equally between Provincial 
and Imperial, while the collections from Government estates have been made 
wholly Proviiicia).” Therefore, Sir, 1 wish to suggest for Your Honour’s con- 
sideration that as under, the present which is “of a yM(Z5/-peruianent nature” tho 
revenue from the Government estates will remain wholly Provincial, for the 
future benefit of the prsvince the number of Government khas malials be increas- 
ed and more estates be created by bringing under cultivation larger areas of 
lands in the Sundarbans and other i ncultivated areas situated in different dis- 
tricts under your government, and for this purpose a fixed sum bo allotted every 
year for some years to come, and that the estates under Government manage- 
ment be allowed to continue to he so managed and may not bo leased out either 
under temporary or permanent leases. It is needless for me to say, Sir, that 
the more the revenue Your Honour can command the more numerous will be 
the benefit^ you can confer on the province under your care. 

“ The crops of tho year which were very promising at one time have 
Buffered very much from unusually lieavy rain and hail at a time when it was 
not wanted. The paddy crop was good, but people did not get a sufficiently 
large number of sunny days and the thrashing of the paddy was delayed so very 
n>uch that much paddy and straw has gone bad. Tho rabi crops, especially 
sugarcane and the potato, have suffered very much, and many tenants have 
lost a good deal of money and labour over these crops. This is a bad year and 
all sorts of crops have been damaged someway or otner. For this reason, Sir, 
and as some Hon’blo Members of this Council asked questions on this 
.subject and stated that scarcity existed in parts of this province, I think 
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certain amount, out of our eurplua, might, with advantage, be «et apart for aidixig 
diatrictfl whicli may feel the pinch but cannot meet it from the local funds, 

I beg leave to ask Your Honour to redress a grievance which, though 
it may, at first sight, seem to be purely nominal, ia none the less a source of 
misapprehension, and as such, it may, in the near or distant future lead to 
mischief, if not real danger ; on many occasions the question of some part 
of Bengal being affected with malarious fever was brought up in Council 
and on every one of these the fever was called the Burdwan fever. So far as 
we are acquainted with the genesis and history of the fever which has been 
ravaging Bengal for the last half of a century, it originated at Ula in the 
District of Nadia and devastated many populous villages before it appeared 
at Burdwan. Thus it will be seen that there is no earthly reason why this 
fever should be named after Burdwan more than after any of the other 
number of places afflicted by it. Besides, it is not fair that a disease, 
which is not confined to any particular place, should have a local designation, 
seeing that the plague or cholera is not designated after any place where it 
broke out first or has since claimed the largest number of victims. 

‘‘ Before 1 resume my seat, allow me. Sir, to wish you God-speed 
and a pleasant voyage home, and, as a mark of our appreciation of your 
universal kindness, sympathy and fair dealing, to say that we sincerely 
hope that you will come back to us after the expiry of your leave and the 
completion of the work which is taking you homo, with renewed health, zeal 
and vigour and be able to govern this province during the full time of your 
office.’^ 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasip Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad said : — 
“ I have to congratulate the Government for the Financial Statement for the 
past yoai*, and the prosperity Budget Statement for the current year. 

*• The Budget Statement for the current year provides for an expendi- 
ture of Rs. 5,20,94,000, allotment being apportioned according to the importance 
of the various sorts of works and objects. 

“ It is gratifying to find an amount larger by almost ten lakhs has been 
provided for education. 1 do not, however, understand why a less amount 
than was provided last year lias been sanctioned for ‘ grants-in-aid.’ The 
allotment of Rs. 1,85,000 for technical education, which will take the shape 
of a Weaving Institution at Seranqiore is indeed a provision for which tne 
whole province will be grateful to Government. I understand one lakh would 
be the initial expense for starting the institution, and Rs. 35,000 would 
be required annually for the maintenance* 

“The grant for police is also very satisfactory, and it is hoped that the 
Police Department would be appreciably improved by raising the pay of 
responsible oifloers. 

“ The abolition of the zamiudari clfi,k cess is a measure in the right 
direction, and I am sure the land-owning class wilb feel the benefit in a 
perceptible way. * 

“ J regret to find that no provision has been made for the improvement 
of the river Bhagirathi. It is true that the opening of a new Railway and 
another in contemplation will afford facilities for transit and traffic ; but 1 
regret that the Government has not been pleased to consider another aspect 
of the question, viz., the sanitary condition of the large tract through wmoh 
the river runs. The present condition of the river is most deplorable, the 
least depth of water sounding being — 

ri) at the entrance 6 inches, 

(2) from entrance to Geria 2 inches, 
fS) from Goria to Jangipur 4 inches, 

1 4 ) from Jangipur to Berhampore 9 inches, and 
(6) from Berhampore to Katwa 7 inches. 

“ The health of the whole tract from the entrance from Ganges to Katwa, a 
distance of nearly a hundred miles, is sure to be affected prejumcially, and the 
malaria, which has already made its appearance, will develop by leaps and 
bounds. For the prevention of tbs insanitary condition of this large trae^ 
and tliat there may be available good drinking-water, effective measores ought 
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to be adopted b^r the Government. It is, I am afraid, this want of ffood 
4rmking-water which is the cause of so much cholera at Murshidabad, which 
carries off a number of people every year, and which, together with malaria 
consequent upon defective drainage and other insanitary causes, has been 
depopulating Murshidabad from year to year, the death-rates having always 
considerably exceeded the birth-rates for a succession of years. I hope that 
these matters will receive such attention at the hands of Government as their 
vital importance to the existence of the people deserves. 

“ It appears from the Financial Statement of the last year that a large 
amount (Rs. :<i8,34,000j, though provided in the Budget, was not spent. This 
^ is certainly to be regretted, and 1 hope that the Government will be pleased 
to see that the Heads of the different Departments of the Administration 
carry out the various measures of improvement and do not allow the money to 
remain idle and unexpended. 

‘‘Lastly, 1 venture to submit that in view of the Financial condition 
st^s should be taken to reduce the taxation, and 1 beg to take the liberty to 
suggest that if any additional grant be made for the rolico, relief miglit be given 
to the poor agriculturist by reducing the village Chaukidari tax. Poor raiyats 
who live upon agriculture only, feel sorely on account of the tax they have 
to pay for tbo maintenance of the village chaukidars and while a reduction 
of the tax can bo effected by Government very easily, contentment and 
happiness would then be secured to a large class of poor raiyats of llis 
• Majesty’s subjects.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri said: — “Sir, the Bengal Financial 
Statement for 1900-7 may truly bo said to be the Bengal Partition Budget. 

I am quite conscious that any allusion to the Partition of Bengal is likely to be 
unpleasant to those who have been more or loss responsible for it. However 
mindful I may be of their b'oling in the matter and unmindful of their 
disregard of ours in its connection, 1 feel sorry that 1 can no more discuss the 
present Budget without any reference to the Partition than one can discourse 
on the play of Hamlet without making any allusion to the character of the 
Prince or the affairs of the State of Denmark. 

“ It has been often said, Sir, that our objections to the Partition are 
mostly sentimental, but I shall presently show by reference to solid facts and 
figures— even from this very Financial Htatemeiit that is before us — Iiow, 
not only tlie fifteen partitioned districts but also the remaining Province of 
Bengal has been seriously prejudiced by it. 

“ Before I come to discuss dry facts and figures and relegate our sontimeuts 
in the matter of the Partition to the background, 1 may bo pardoned for repeat- 
ing the concluding words of our Secretary of State, Mr. John Morley, in the 
recent Partition Debate in Parliament, regarding tlie place of sentiment in 
public affairs —‘You may call it sentiment if you like, but a man is ill-fitted 
lor the governing of other men if he does not give a largo place to the opera- 
tion of sentiment.’ 

“It gladdens my heart to find, that amongst the uni forsal opposition to 
the Partition in the severed territory, even Nawab Saiimulla, tlie ‘only faithful’ 
tupporter of Lord Gurzon’s Partition Scheme, in the fifteen districts concerned, 
observed in the Viceregal Council the other day that ‘he did not for a 
moment ignore the strong sentiment of attachment and a passionate 
desire to cling together which a seeming severance has so unmistakeably 
evoked.’ But he expected that time would remove the pangs of separation. 

“ I t<hall advert now to facts which cannot be gainsaid, to8m)w tliatthe 
effect of*this severance is not at all ‘ seeming,’ but is most real and likely 
to prove a source of some irreparable wrongs to us, should the Partition be 
perpetuated. 

“ Take for instance my constituency, the Rajshahi Division, now compris- 
ing of six districts, Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra, Kangpur, Dinajj>ur and Jatpai- 
guri. Before Partition, Calcutta and Darjeeling were our seats of government. 
When we had any urgent business with the Government we could finish 
our day’s work in any one of those districts, catch the Darjeeling up or 
down mail in the course of the night and get to Darjeeling or Calcutta during 
btusmess hours of the next day. As for Calcutta, we can arrive here before 
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o6Sce hours and finish our business in the courte of the day and taking the 
up Darjeeling mail got back to any one of the six districts the next morning| 
As for Darjefding, it is equally accossiblo from all the six and especially so 
from the northeru districts. 

Now take the seats of the government to which we have been trans- 
ferred. From none of the six districts can we reach Dacca starting any 
(ivening before the following night. On the return journey w'e lose another day. 
When a certain business can be done in a day, to waste two days for it would 
be regarded as intolerable in the present business age. When the Govern- 
ment of the now Province resides in Shillong, it will bo impossible for us to get 
tfie:e from any ono of the six districts in less than three days and thus a week 
will bo wastedf when there is any occasion for us or for the District officer# 
to visit tlju scat of Government or for any official from Shillong to visit 
any of the six districts. Darjeeling and Calcutta are also much more acces- 
sible from Dacca or Mymensingh than is Shillong. As for the people of 
Mai da, their hit is still more pitiable. 

^‘Tho seat of Government was transferred from Dacca to Murshidabad 
by Murshid-Kuli-Klian two centuries ago for the cunvenienco of the adminis- 
tration of Bengal, as the latter place was more centrally situated. With 
the con.solidalioii of the British rule, the capital of Bengal only shifted 
along the same line, dow^ii the same river Bbagiraihi, because the British 
are a maritime jieople and wanted their capital closer to the sea. But if 
you look into the history of Bengal, ancient or modern, you will find that 
the capital of Bengal has all along gravitated along the same line, be it at 
Gour, Navadvvip, Murshidabad or Calcutta. Attempts to remove it further 
cast, be it by the Hindu Princes to Bikrampur or by Mahomedan Viceroys 
to Dacca, have failed, and, i dare say, this attempt by an Englisli Viceroy 
to ruriiovo it to a place already trioa and found wanting, will fail too. 
The jiroseiit schenx^ of Partition is not only a historical anomaly but also a 
gcogrujiliicul absurdity. 

“ In spite of such inconveniences, if the Govornmcnls of Eastern and 
Western Hengul bclu've tliat wo shall soon get reconciled to our lot and both 
would continue to cry ^annihilate time and space' and make two lovers happy/ 
J would say that it is n very fine poetic sentiment but many many years 
ago EdinunJ llurke iiad said it has no place in practical jiolitics. 

‘‘ The J’artition lias not only sot up arbitrary and artitioial barriers between 
one and the sumo peojile, but, as time goes on, it is likely to work incalculable 
misebiof in many other ways. If it continues in foice for long, it will make a 
mess of our land-laws, h'ortunatcly or uiifoitunately for Lower Bengal, land 
forms its jiiincifiul resourcii, and agrleultuio its chief occupation and industry. 
Heretufon' the laud-laws for all Bengal were one and the same. They were the 
slow growth of centuries and were' consolidattd, amended, or altered by one and 
the same Legislature. A\dietlier the laws were good or bad there was always 
unil’ormity of the laws in Eastein and Wostein, Northern and Southern 
Bengal. But now Northern and Eastern Bengal and Southern and Western 
Bengal have' bum placed under two different legislatures.^ Tlie boundary line 
between the partitioned provinces cuts people's houses, gardens, holdings, &c., 
into two, Jt.sliould also bo remembered that the same divisions and sub- 
divisions of laud or estutos that w'ere prevalent in Muhaminridun times have also 
come down to us. The divisions known as Utraf, difii. maum^ (^c., com- 

prise extents of land, villages or groups of villages and they will, lu'nceforth, fall 
partly in one province and partly in the other. They nmy be owned by one 
and tho same, or two or more co-sharer landlords or tenants or tenure- 
holders. Now if the land-laws are henceforth amended by two different 
legislatures in two different ways, tho Cmirts of law^ may often be at a 
loss to detcruiino which hiw' to apply; and the landlords and tenants may get 
slill more coiifusiul as ngaids their rights and remedies urder tho con- 
flicting provisions of difforcni laws. For instance, if the twu) legislatures amend 
the Jaws regarding co-sJiarer londluids, as reguide their riglits and remedies as 
between themselves or in tlnir relation to the tenants, in two different ways, 
tho co-sharer landloids living in different provinces or tho tenants or tenure- 
holders owning holdings which may extend over both tho provinces, will be 
placed in an impossible positicn. It may be suggested, however, that the only 
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way to avoid such divergent legislation would be to leave it to the Govemor- 
• General’s Council to amend all land-laws relating to Bengal. But why 
should then Bengal to bo placed under two legislatures ? 

“I can multiply the number of other legislative and administrative ano- 
malies that will result from this Partition of Bengal. But I shall content 
myself here by pointing out only the typical ones. 

“ It has perhaps not boon realized by the tax-payers of this Province that 
*the Partition of Bengal has financially affected them very prejudicially. With 
•ut ^ny very elaborate calculation 1 shall prove my proposition in such general 
terms as will carry conviction to the minds of the average tax -payer. Our 
Financial Secretary, in laying the Budget before us, a fortnight ago, observed 
that the fifteen districts, now partitioned off from this Province, yielded 
annually a net surplus of Rs. 9,27,000. This amount was available to this 
Province for expenditure outside those districts, that is partly to defray tln^ 
cost of the central Government in this Province. The central Administration 
of this Province has obtained no financial relief from the Partition. The Lieu* 
tenant-Govemor and his staff, the Secretariat, the Board of Revenue, and also 
* Superintendence ’ under Excise, Registration, Forest, &c., as shown in 
Appendix B of the Financial Statement, are costing us just the same as before. 
^ way of anomaly, perhaps, the only curtailment noticeable is under High 
Court, which obtains no relief from Partition, in respect of an Additional Judge 
for inspection work provided for in last year’s Budgi^t. 

“The net result, however, is that after tho partition the Bengal 
Government could not have defrayed the cost of its ctmtral Administra- 
tion for the ensuing year without this sum of Rs. 9,27,000. make good this 
deficiency tho Governmemt of India came to its rescue and made over to 
it a larger share of the provincial sources of revenue. Before partition^ 
the Bcugal Government used to get only a fourth of the land revenue, 
of excise, | of the asst^ssed taxes, J of tho Forests, &c., &c., and now generally 
a half share of all these sources of revenue and the whole (and not merely 
12 per cent, as form(?rly) of tho collections of the Government estates have 
been made over to tlie Local Government. And why ? To make good tho 
deficit resulting from the Partition of Bengal. This annual deficit for the 
past year has been put down at Rs. 9,27,000, and from a prospective point 
of view 1 may put it down roundly at 10 laklis a year. This moans tin* 
making over of a larger proportion of the tax-payors’ money out of this IVov- 
iuce for meeting the cost of the self-same central Administration. Or in other 
words, if the Partition had not taken place and wo had got a half share of 
our provincial revenues, those 10 lakhs would have been available to us annually 
to make a return to tho poor tax-payers of this Province by way of giving bfjtter 
drinking water, drainage and improved sanitary surroundings for want oJ 
which they have been dying by millions every year from the ravages of 
malarial fever; cholera, plague and other pestilences. In the present Budget 
provision is made for the expenditure of only 20 thousand rupees for the preven- 
tion of malaria, which alom; has been for many years past claiming annually 
from 1,600,000 to 1,700,000 victims in a population of 75 millions of souls. 
If so many people «lied from famine any year it would stagger humanity, and 
wo would bestir ourselves, but when they die of f(‘ver year after year in such 
appalling numbers, we look on complacently and continue to squandor money 
with an easy conscience. Even ton lakhs a year is too little to cope with a pest 
of this magnitude but to provide only 20 thousand rupees in the next year’s 
Budget is a satire on suffering humanity. 

‘4t must not bo supposed, however, that the fifteen districts transbirrod 
have been any gainers by being wedded to As.'^am, which has been a source 
of financial drain to the Government of India for a number of years past. 

Before 1 proceed to show this I must express my surjiriae that in this dis- 
solution of partnership and the starting of now accounts the Government has 
published neither the accounts nor the Budget estimate for Eastern Bengal and 
Assam, I applied to the Bengal Government for a copy and I was told that 
jBVen Your Honour’s Government has not been furnished with a copy of the 
Einancial Statement for Eastern Bengal. I then applied to tho Government 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam for a copy and hoping against all hopes 
expected to be favoured with one. But Mr. Lyon has not had the courtaiy 



114 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1906-07 • [7th Apbil, 

[ilfr, J. Ckaudhuri^ 

of even acknoYrledging, much loss of giving any reply, to my inquiry which 
was addressed to him. 

But through the courtesy of the Hon’blo Mr. Baker, the Financial 
Member of the Govonimont of India, I was furnished with an abstract of the 
Budget estimate for Eastern Bengal and Assam. This statement, though it 
does not give such details as we would desire to have, yet confirms 
my suspicion tliat the fifteen districts have in no way been gainers by 
the change. 1 can show this to you even without any reference to 
the tabular statement with which 1 have been favoured by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Baker. If you will only refer to parugraph 218 of the Financial stateinent 
of the Government of India for 1006-1907, you will find that it has been 
necessary now to assign to the Government of the new Ih’ovinco a half share 
from all sources of revemur out of the fifteen districts. Had they remained 
with this I'rovince and a half share of their land- revenue, excise, assessed 
taxes, &c., been haiided over to this Government, every pice of it might 
have been given back to those districts in the shape of works of public 
utility. 1 would not detain the Council with figures which your Govern- 
ment f urnished mo with last year, disclosing the appalling rate of mortality 
and the decline of population, that have been noticeable for some years 
past ill some of the districts in the Rnjshahi Division, Yet I would men- 
tion tiint in the last Sanitary Commissioner’s B import for undivided Bengal, 
the Dinajpur district stands first on the death-roll for fever, and Rajehahi 
comes next. Had we remained undivided, tlioro was some hope for us. But 
now that we are cut adrift from the old JYovince, all hopes for the betterment 
of our lot are lost. Not only will the surpluses of our districts go now to contri- 
Imte to the increased cost of a newly orgunisi d Administration, but even our 
proHjiectivc' gams from a ] share more of our land revenue, A-c , will also 
b(! frittered away for otia r purposes. 8o far as J can make ouL from a coni- 
parutive study of t\n) abstract of accounts of both provinces, the cost of 
central administration in the new Provinci^ has gone up under ‘ General 
Aduiinistrutioii,’ ‘ Police,’ ‘ Law Courts,’ besides some other minor heads 
and stating in round figures we may fairly ])ut down the total increase at 
about 10 lakhs a year, that is, to the extent of th(i estimated surplus from the 
15 districts. 'I’liis also agrees with what was stated by the Secretary of State 
as the estimated cost. 

“1 do not here take into consideration the HO lakhs of lump grant given 
by the Government of India to the Goveriimont of Eastern Bengal and Assam : 
this to meet the initial exiieiises of partition. 

“ Yhc Assam Administration has all along had a half share of its revenue for 
the mamig('numt of ils juoviiuual uft'airs, but still it could not get on without an 
annual assignment of 12 lakhs from the Government of India. Now that a half 
shaie from all sources of rovenuo from th(‘ partitioned districts has been 
made? over to the lu'W Province, thii Government of India liave’ in considera- 
tion for it wiilulrawn from Assam the annual grant of 12 lakhs and have mad© 
an annual assignment of a winus quantity of nearly OJ lakhs. So it is apparent 
liow the larger share of revenue made ov^er to the new Provincial Government 
also practically becomes lost to us, ISo financially, Bengal as it was, is now 
loser by about 20 lakhs of rupees a year and that on account of the increased 
cost 01 central administration consequent on tlu^ I^artition. Has the price that 
we are unnually called upon to pay for this J\artiti()n gone in any way to 
increase the ( nicioncy of Government on eitlier side of Bengal ? The less is 
said the better of the measures with which ISir Bamfylde Fuller has inaugurated 
his rule in Eastern and Northern Bengal. 

“ 1 would invite the attention of the Ilon’ble Members of this Council to a 
nmiarkat page 25, Schedule A, column 6, paragraph H, of the present Provincial 
Financial Statement where it is stated tiiat the increase under the head of 
‘Law officers’ of the Crown ‘in the revised estimate (/.c., for 1905-6) is 
under charges for conducting law suits.’ This is, 1 presume, to some extent 
due to our fighting the battles of the new i’rovince. A litigious tendency 
either in a Government or in individuals is always very deplorable. 

“ 1 may here remark in passing that the observation in Your Honour’s 
Minute on Partition, dated 6th April 1904, that the lawyers have opposed 
the ParjStion out of self-interest, is wholly without foundation. Profeesionaliy 
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^they as a class have been and arc likely to be more benefited than prejudiced 
by the Partition. But the love of lucre can never wipe out the moral nature 
in communities although it may in perverse specimens of human nature. The 
lawyers of this country are all men of education and of good social status in 
the country, and they have all along opposed the Partition oven against their 
own solf-intorcst because they regard it as prejudicial to the iuteresta of 
, their own people and country. 

“Now that I have made good my point, that we have been financially the 
foscBS to no inconsiderable extent by tlie Partition, 1 shall proceed to ofter a 
few observations with regard to the general administration of this Province 
as disclosed by the Financial Statement. 

“I must ofPer my congratulations to your Government for the contribu- 
tions of Rs. 75,000 to the Monghyr Municipality for water-works and 
Rs. 25,000 for the Bhagalpur water- works in addition to Rs. 40,000 given 
last year. But at the same time 1 must express my regret that no portion 
of the Budget provision of Ra. made last year lias been made 

over either to Rampur Boalia for water-works or to Kangpur for drainage. 
Similarly the sum of Rs. ‘^0,000 budgeted last year f<»r drainage at Borhampore 
seems to have lapsed. In this case it may be due lo no scheme having been got 
jeady in the course of the year, but 1 know that was not the case; either with 
Rampur Boalia or with Rangpur. I know it of my personal knowledge that 
schemes tor tlu^ water-works and the drainage refernal to, were ready when 
I mot the Sanitary Engineer of this Province af Rangpur in the middle 
of June last. The Ghaiiman of the Rampur Boalia Municipality and the Vice- 
Chairman of the Rnjshahi District Board approached your Honour’s Govern- 
ment at Darjeeling lor obtaining the grant, but 1 am sorry to say that tiny 
were unsuccessful. It is, however, assuring to find that the lapsed grant to tlie 
Berliampore Municipality re-appears in the next year's Undget. 

“ It pains m(‘, however, greatly to find that the claims of Nadia, one of the 
unhealthi(‘st districts in this Province, have again he(m overlooked. ItetVrnng 
to the Resolution of Vour Honour’s Government, dated the l^th of .January of 
this year, (tn the Administration lioport of the iTe.sidency Division for tlie 
yi'ars 1900-1901 to 1904-1905, I find the following observations: — 

* The goTUTJkl heulth ot tho Division was not satisfactory, tlio year 1902 being particu- 
larly iinfavouniLlo. Till' numhor of deaths rooordod in that year was no loss than 2i)5,f)(!/, 
or 00-2 per mille, while in one district, Nadia, it rooched hdail per millo, and in Jossorc 42'til) 
per niiUe. Fever was responsible for tho largost number of deaths, while eholcra was 
pTcvaloiit ii> one pari, oi another of the l)ivi ion lu ©vory year of thi' quinquonnium. In 
Nadiu, Murshidtihad and Jossoro the rates of birth per thousand of population doeroased, 
while those of deaths iiicreasod with the net result that in Nadia and Jossore tho numhor 
of reported deaths i-xeModed 1 bat of births. This oeeurred in Jossore in every year of the 
quinqueuniuin, and exluhits a lamentable record of tho vital energies of a people sapjied by 
fever and of the general mihcaltbiness of the district.’ 

“The answers that the Hon’ble Municipal Secretary to this Government 
gave mii last year and this year go to sliow that the health of Nadia is by 
no means any better than that of Jospore. Under such circumstances I think 
that the health of the district of Nadia is deserving of as anxious care as that 
of Murshidabad or of Jessore. Th^sci three districts of the Gaugotic delta are 
in fact tho»unhealtliie8t area.s amongst the territories under your Honor’s charge. 

I have HvihI in two of these districts and am fairly accfuainted with the third. 
It is a matter of common experience that the chief cause of thoii unhealthincHS 
is the want of good drinking-water. The defective drainage of the country, 
too, is no doubt, a contidbutory cause of malarial fever. But the drainage of tho 
Gangetic delta which has been deteriorating for a number of years with the 
d(?cay of its river system cannot be remedied in a day. Wo can do a great 
deal, however, by improving the sources of water-supply. Most of tlui people 
of this country do not live in municipal towns. Contributions for better water- 
supply in municipal towns are good in their way, but they do not reach tho 
people. What is urgently needed to save tho people from the ravages of 
cholera and malaria is a supply of good drinking-water of which there is a 
dearth all over rural Bengal, 

“ I have no pretensions to professional knowledge. But the perusal oF 
Captain Rogers’ Report has confirmed my experience of malaria-stricken 
districts, that areas within them which have a good source of vrater-supply are 
comparatively immune. I commend to your Honour’s attention the following 
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extract from Captain Rogora’ Report embodied in the noti6cation from the, 
Municipal Department of the Bengal Government, dated the 7th of July 
1900— 

‘ The most striking exoeptions to the rule that the areas at a distanoe from the river bank 
have a high spleen-rato is that of Maniktalla, and the eastern portions of Obitpur-Oossipore 
between the mand Trunk Road and the railway, both of which, together with the rest of the 
last named, have the lowest rates of all. Moreover, they are the most water-logged of the, 
whole area under consideration, both the ground water-levels of the cold weather and rainy 
seasons having been the highest recorded ; so that it is evident that there must be somei oth^ 
factor to acoount for their marked immunity from malaria. This is certainly not the 
absence of the malaria-bearing mosquito, for it was in the first-named place that they were 
found during tho minimum fever season to be more wideeproad than has hitherto been 
reported from any part of India. Tho only possible factor which remains is the water- 
supply, and it is noteworthy that these two water-logged municipalities are the onl^^ ones 
which have a full filtered water-supply from the same source that Calcutta itself is supplied 
by. That this is the true explanation is borne out by the very low spleen-rates of certain 
wards of other municipalities which have a partial filtered water-supply from various mills, 
as also of tho wards of South Duni-Dum and Baranagar which border on Oossipore, from 
whose standpipes some of their inhabitants were obtaining filtered water.’ 

“ So of all proventivo moasurea for malarial fever that of rural water- 
.supply in Bengal should take precedimco over all others. Any attempj: 
for tho extermination of malaria-bearing mosquitoes in Lower Bengal would 
b(^ ‘ utter folly ’ in tho opinion of Captain Rogers. Bengal, which abounds in 
])its and pools, furnishes a good culture-ground for various varieties of mosquitoes, 
some innocuous, others anopheles of the type which propagate malaria. So, 
tho cxp(;rt says, ^ great circumspection is required’ for tho destruction of 
anopheles in Lower Bengal, and any indiscriminate attempt to apnihilate 
mosquitoes in tanks and pools would bo ^ so much money thrown away as far as 
malaria prophylaxis is concerned.’ 

. “ As for the other remedy, namely, tho filling up of pits and 
hollows, which Bengal abounds in and of which the railways have con- 
tributed by far tho largest numbeij, this is also a physical impossibility. 
The capital we have invested on earthwork in our railways we cannot sink 
back again into the pits and hollows. Even if we were reckless enough to risk 
that, where would we get the earth to fill them without making fresh 
pits and hollows V At any rate we may increase the number of culverts 
along the railway lines and take care not to dam up water-courses to make a 
saving in the construction of suitable bridges. 

“So ultimately the least costly and tho most urgent of the preventive 
measures for malaria reduces itself to tlie question of a supply of good drink- 
ing-water to our people. 

“ If we are asked where wo are to get the money, I would point to items 
of expenditure such as the contribution of one lakh and thirty-eight thousand 
for filling up a portion of the tank at Dalhousie Square and for returfing 
it. If we indulge less in msthotic experiments of the kind, we can surely 
afford to supply reserve tanks of drinking-water in rural areas. Next I 
would for a moment draw your Honour’s attention to tho enormous sums 
of money tlint are being locked up or wasted annually on works of no 
public utility, under the head of non-recurring expenditure. Two years 
ago the Trameur Depot and adjoining land was acquired by the Bengal 
Government at a cost of 9 lakhs for the housing of its highly paid 
olHcials. 1 do not think that Government is at all justified in investing tax- 
payer’s money in house property except in places where no houses are available 
tor its officers to live in. As investments, the officers’ quarters are likely 
to prove unprofitable in tho hands of Government, They can at the most 
deduct 10 per cent, out of salary of their officers and that only when 
these officers come down from the hills and reside in town during the cold 
weather months. The rents realized on this scale would hardly yield 2^ per 
cent, on the capital outlay since wo know that Calcutta house property when 
occupied for a whole year yields not more than 5 per cent. I would suggest 
the resale of the land and the appropriation of the sale-proceeds for 
our ipore urgent sanitnry needs. Last year’s budget put down 9 lakhs more for 
officers’ quarters at Howit^h and Burdwan and this year’s too Rs. d, 90, 000 
^igaiu for officers’ quarters, &c., at Howrah. Of these sums only a smal) 
portion is intended for buildings. The annual drain in the saocesaivo 
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provincial budgets on account of tho proposed removal of the Presidency 
Jail from a healthy locality to a less healthy one is also a wholly 
unjustifiable waste. Not only have we paid h^^avily for the provincial 
partition, but wo have also to pay 4 lakhs as tlio price of land 
and building for the division of the Midnapore district into two. 
Sucii schemes can surely wait but not the dearth uf good drinking water. 
I do not also understand why we should invest h’s. 50,000 for the Judge’s 
House at Gaya, Rs. >^,000 for the Judge's House at Harbhanga, and 
► Rs^ 81,000 for the purchase of bungalows in Guttaek. If the Govern- 
ment think that Judges should not live in houses owned by private persons, 
then I would suggest that Government should take lease of houses from 
private individuals and subhd them to tludr officers. On no principle of 
economies can the State be justified in blocking up taxfiayers’ money in the 
acquisition of property even if it be with an eye to its rents or profits. Every jiico 
of taxpayer’s money left after defraying tlie costs of administration ouirhi to 
be paid back to the community in works of public utility, and their sanitary 
needs should be assigned the first place amongst them. Their educational 
needs come next. Ihit here again we regret to find that almost the whole of 
last year’s Govornraeiit of India grant for Primary Education has been set 
apart for buildings. The rural people who live in huts dc not require 
masonry buildings for tlieir scliool rooms. Thatched bungalows can bo 
provided at a mucli less cost and will be equally suitable for such purposes. 

“ 1 must thank you, Sir, not only for the various allotments that you 
have made in tho present Budget, for the improvement of hospitals and 
in aid of educational institutions, but al«o for the improvement of water- 
ways in Bengal. Tiie grants of Rs. 75,000 for the Bhairab- valley drainage 
and of R.-^. 4,50,000 for a suction dredger, besides Rs. 3,90,000 for tho latter 
in the revised estimate, testify to Vour Honour’s desire to help us in this 
direction. Such sums of money spent for tho improvement of the water- 
ways in Bengal are not so much money thrown away but repaid to the people 
in benefits of many times their value. 1 am glad that tho question of the 
improvcnionl of the water-ways of Bengal has received now the attention of 
the Secretary of State and tlio Governme'qt of India. Let us hope that the 
assurances given by Sir Denzil Ibhetson on the day of tho Budget discussion in 
the Vicereg il Council will be given etfect to before grass grows underneath 
our feet on the river-beds of Bengal. I see that the improvement of the 
Bhagirathi and the Tolley’s Nala is already being considered. Let us hope 
that these two sclic3mes muy not exhaust all oar energies and resources, d iie 
Gorai which has bocm fast fdlting up within the last five years deserves urgent 
attention of Govern moni. 

“1 was told by the 11 on’ble Secretary of the Public Works Department 
last year lliat iu dealing with the rivers of Bengal we must remember that wo 
would b(' dealing will* vast forces of nature and therefore, he suggested, we 
should pursue a policy of inaction, I was very much surprised to hear nn 
Engineer talk to us in tliut strain. Every student of applied sciences is taugat 
at school that the object of such scientific knowledge is to turn the forces of 
nature to tho services of man. The vaster are such forces at tho command of 
any country the greater is the fund of its potential wealth. I am sure that the 
Hon’ble Member made those observations last year in a moment of iridisci'etion, 
and I have no desire to make much of it. I woiilr^ however, iruito his atten- 
tion to a tery interesting paper read before ttie Society of Arts by our late 
Public Works Secretary, Mr. R. B. Buckley, on the 15th of February last, and 
published in the journal of the Society on the 2nd of March. 

^*1 need only add that if a current could be maintained along the Bhagirathi 
and the Jalanghi which drain the Murshidabad and Nadia districts and along 
the Mathabhanga, the Kumar and tho Gorai, wliich drain tho Nadia and the 
Jessore districts, it would not only increase the facilitie.s of inland trinsport, but 
would greatly solve the problem of drinking-water-supply for men and cattle 
and also vastly improve the drainage of the districts. Any money spent on 
such schemes will trebly repay itself in health, wealth, and contentment of' 
the people concerned. The ghastly Administration Report of the Presidency 
Division would probably then become a thing of the past. There need be no 
apprehension on account of our State-owned railways. These water-oourses 
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will serve m feeder-roads to them and, as I observed last year, will surely go 
to incToase the traffic along them. The railways are owned by the State in 
Germany, and during the last thirty years they have spent 22^ crores on their 
water-ways. During the same period only 7^ crores have been spent on 
nnvjgable water-ways in all India. By recent legislation in Germany a further 
sum of 25| crores of rupees bus been sanctioned for further improving the 
facilities of water •tran'^port. I see, therefore, no reason why we should not 
spend as much of our pri^vincial resources as may be available, for the irnprove- 
njCTjt of our water-ways instead of bb>cking thorn up in unprofitable brick and 
Ynortar Wo should also ask the Grwernment of India, so far as it is beyond dur 
ns'iurees, to undertake the improvement of our water-ways out of borrowed 
capital. 

I will take this occasion to express our alarm at the allusion made, by 
the Financial Member of the Govemor-Genoral’s Council to the question of a 
railway cess for guaranteeing local lines. 

“ r have the experience of a proposal of a railway line that came up before 
the District Board of my home district and for which pressure was put on the 
members of the Hoard to agree to the giving of a guarantee. If the members 
had yielded to the pressure, I know that it would liavo been a sad day for the 
Board. For then it would have had no money left by this time to carry on its 
ordinary work. If Local Governments are empowered to levy cosses for railway 
lint's, the responsibilities of the District Bf)ards would be far less and they may 
launch themselves in schemes which may benefit only a few but would be a 
source of burden to the toiling raiyats of the district. When the Hon’ble 
Mr. Baker is anxious to relieve us of the Public Works Cess or, at any rate, to 
surrender it to us for our local needs, of which he gave indications in his 
Budget speech, I would beg of him to put the idea of a local railway cess out 
of his mind altogether. A cess of this kind is bound to be exceedingly 
unpopular and irksome to the people of Bengal. 

“I notice with pleasure that the Government of Bengal proposes to 
start a Central School of Weaving at Seranipore, and that it has set apart a 
lakh of rupees besides the grant of R». 35,000 from the Government of India, 
for the purpose. The art ot weavjiig had a great past in Bengal and let 
us hope tliut it will have a grrwt future. I am somewhat familiar with the 
weaving industry in Bengal and have reasons to believe that with improved 
methods and appliances the weavers of Bengal will be able to hold their 
own even against the power looms. But I must express my regret that only a 
special school falls far short of our requirements in the direction of technical 
training. We are in urgent need of such training in this part of India 
and why should not the Government establish in this city a polytechnic after 
tlie up-to-date European or American model? If the Government is in 
earnest about it, 1 know of individuals who will gladly contribute or oo-operate. 

Tlie Swadeshi movement in Bengal is chiefly confined to three things. 
The first is cloth, and I may inform this Council that the Swadeshi has given 
a greater impetus to the weaving industry of Bengal which has been strug- 
gling against foreign competition for many years past. Since the start of 
the Swadeshi movement I have been to many places in Bengal and everywhere 
the weavers, both Hindus and Mahomodans, who were before this almost 
starving assured us that God had at last given them food. So any one who 
did not support the Swadeshi movement, be that G overnment or individuals, 
will be sinuing against both God and man. 

“ The second article against which the movement is directed is foreign sugar. 
The countervailing duty has failed in its object. But the Hon’blo Financial 
Member of the Governor-GoneraFs Council in his Financial Statement for this 
yi^ar, in para. 90 observes that the aggregate annual yield of raw-sugar in India 
is from to 5 million tons and that the imports of foreign sugar, both cane 
and beet, in 1904-05 represent considerably less than one-tenth of the local 
products. The people were not acquainted with these figures, but their action 
shows t!iat they have an instinctive insight into these matters. The counter- 
vailing duty has now failed and the only course left for the Government is to see 
tliaf Swadeshi movement is kept up in full vigour in the interests of India. 
If t)ix^ 6^ million tons of sugar or any very material portion of it be driven 
out by foreign competition it would throw many more milliona of men out 
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of occnpation. The condition of the Bengal date sugar industry is in a very 
pitiable plight. It was a thriving industry within my memory. The 
Government of Bengal ought to inquire and take steps to revive it. In any 
other country the Government would not sleep over such facts. If a 
school of chemical technology is established in this city, among other 
things, sugar refinery on the most scientific and economic lines may be 
taught to our people. I do not see any reason why even beet sugar 
cannot be manufactured in Bengal where the soil is good for anything that 
people would care to grow on it. 

“ Tne third item is salt. Bengal used to consume its own salt before Lord 
Clive made a monopoly of it in the interests of the Civil Service and to 
prevent coriuption amongst its members. But those days of the Civil Service 
are gone. 1 do not wish to take you through all the vicissitudes of 
the salt industry in Bengal. But 1 know that Government was not 
very long ago contemplating the revival of salt manufacture in Bengal. This 
is the most opportune moment to do so. It will not be wise or politic 
to defer it even in the interest of English manufacturers. The examination 
of the Commercial Statistics shows that since 1890 Hamburg, Aden and 
Red Sea salt has been fast cutting into the P^nglish salt trade. The figures 
of 1903-4 show that the import from Hamburg, Aden and Rtd Sea ports almost 
equals that from England — in each case it being millions of maunds. 
It is stated in the la^t Phnancial Statement of the Government of India 
that the people of Bengal are using very little of Pluropean salt. Under 
the circumstances it can serve no useful purpose to continue to sink the 
Indian consumer’s money into the Red Sea. If the Salt Department of 
Bengal will confine their activities not only to punitive measures but would 
also devote their tin»e and energy to the reviving of the salt industry in Bengal 
it will benefit the Govornment and the people alike. When the people 
of the Madras and the Bombay I’residencies consume their own salt, it 
is a hard lot, that wo should be condemned to import salt from across the 
seas. It is an error to suppose that people can bo tutored to contraband 
articles of prime necessity of life by individuals. They have a legitimate 
grievance in the matter of salt and the Salt Department of Bengal and 
that is why the people of their own motion have included salt among tlie com- 
modities that they would prefer to procure locally. 1 may suggest to the 
Hon’ble Member for the Board of Revonuu that he hhould consider the scheme 
for the introduction of the pan-system of salt manufacture in Bengal. This 
may put into the pockets of the people of Bengal a crore of rupc es and also go 
to swell considerably the salt revenue, 

“ Lastly, I may mention that cigarette-smoking was devclof>ing into a 
regular vice amongst our youths. Wo must all be thankful to the 
movement for stamping out at one stroke this growing vice from amongst them. 
The iSwadt'ahi movement has thus done what America has been trying to 
do for a number of years by local legislation. 

The Swadeiihl instincts of the people of Bengal are quite correct and 
deserve every support from the Government. 

In conclusion, I cannot help expressing ray regret that a member of the 
Civil Service has been appointed to succeed Sir Alexander Pedler, as the 
Director of Public Instruction, in disregard of the persistent opposition of 
educatioiysts in this province. I must not bo understood to make any per- 
sonal reflections against Mr. Earle, But there can liardly be anjr doubt th^i 
the supersession of the superior claims of many capable members of the 
Educational Service is likely to operate to the prejudice of that service. 

I cannot but also express my regret at the issue of a recent circular by 
the retiring Director of Public Instruction for the establishment of a closer 
connection between Magistrates and heads of c(»l leges and schools. Such 
circulars, as recent experience has shown, are always a source of friction 
between Magistrates, teachers and studentsj which is certainly not conducive 
to the interests of education. 

The Magistrates may be better employed in exercising supervision over 
the Police. If they are charged with such duties, they may be relieved ol 
their judicial functidijis. The lakhs that are now being spent annually for the 
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so-called police- reform might bo saved to the Indian taxpayer, and the much- 
nee ded refoiiii known an the separation of the Executive from the Judi- 
cial y may be canned out at a considerahly Iohh cost to the State. 

We have had enough of police and magisterial rneddlesomeneBS with our 
boys of late, and it will not bo to the inten'sts of the State or of the boys to 
perpetuate executive interforenr*e with our schools and colleges. Boys are boys 
all over iho Wfirld, and, as in other countries, they should be left to the care 
and control of theii' guardians and teachers.” 

The ITon’blo Bauu Ambika Charan Mazdmdau said: — Your Honour — 
Before I say anything about the Budget J think 1 owe it to myself to 
acknowledge with gratitude and respi ct the concession which Your Honour has 
so generously granted to us as regards the time allowed for the consideration 
of the Budget. 1 had to complain last year about the shortness of time usually 
jl grarled for the purpose, and the Government has tliis year allowed us full two 
^weeks’ time to study the Budget in all its details. I h(j])e and trust this 
' salutary change will form a precedent for all future Budget discussions in this 
Council. 

“ Sir, it was about this time la<t year, when the Budget was taken up for 
discussion, that J had the temerity to say that for most of us the discussion 
possessed only an academic interest. Liiih? did J dream at the time that for 
some of us, at all events, iliut interest would, within a period of 12 months, be 
reduced to a historic one. A great change has taken place in the meantime. 
Your Honour’s satrapy has been shorn of little less than one-filth of its 
territories and njoie than one-third of the population tliut owned its sway. 
Its magnitude, its im|)ortanre, its pri le and its grandeur must novf all be 
things of the past, while Your Honour will probably be reckoned as the 
last Lieutenant-Governor with whom the historian will close that chapter 
in the history of Bengal under Lieutenant-Governors which is illuminated 
with the brilliant record of a galaxy of administrators beginning with Sir 
Frederick llnllida 5 ^ Here drops the eurlain over the progress and deve- 
lopment of a growing nation, and here breaks a glorious tradition of the 
proudest service in the world. Divested of all the historic seats of Hindu and 
Muhammadan greatness, cut off from the historic associations of centunos past 
and stripped olf of nearly three-fourths of llie Bengalee-speaking peojde, the 
Government of Bengal is now essentially a misnomer. Your Honour has, like 
the fringe's of an old garnn nt, cast away a people who have vainly struggled to 
cling unt(» your Ciovernim'nt. Whether that people were a source of real 
strength or of weakness to your Govmnment lime alone will prov(\ Tlio truth, 
}i()\Never pntoiit on om; side or the other, will not ]>robably be admitted in the 
present distiirbed state of tlie counti y. Your Honour wanted n lief, and relief 
lias born granted to Your Honour ; but the fact rtmains tlijit tliis has been done 
at the saeritlce of the eheiislu d interi'sts, hopes, sentiments and associations of 
the [leojile e(»minitt( d to youi charge. It is to be regiotted that while there were 
many metluxls of carrying out a ino.-^t unpopular measure, the one that was most 
irritative, most retiogiade and ino4 disturbing found favour with tlio Govern- 
ment, It would bo idle to disguise tlie fact that it has given a rude shock to 
tlie coiitideuee whieJi the peo])le huvi* always reposed in the sense of justice 
and fairness of Biitish statesincii and administrators, and as a consecpience 
there is feverish excitement all over the JVovince. ’ In spite of all the efforts 
to cry it down, the feeling underhing that excitement is gradually deefiening 
and spr(’ading far and wide into tlie country. From my anomalous position 
in this Council 1 uuderstund 1 have no right to voice forth the grievances of 
those whom 1 am siipjinsi'd to represent in this august assembly. But although 
it has to he acknowledged with a sense of relief and gratitude that repressive 
niethods have not been giuierally countenanced by YYiur Honour’s Government, 
injudicious arrests and ill advised prosecutions, even of students, have not been 
wholly iiiikuowMi in tliis Province also. How far the present state of things 
may ho conducive to good government either in this or in the other Province, 
and how far the remote ooiiscquonoes of tiio methods employed to allay 
the present excitement may be justified on even administrative grounds, must 
be loft to the ve^ml of the next generation. It lias, however, to be presently 
admitted that arrangement has been a source of not a little financial 
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embarrassment to this Government. Most of the expensive institutions, 
whether educational or otherwise, have fallen to the share of Your Honour’s 
Government. Whether they will over have their proper counterpurt.8 in the 
other Province is more than one can foretell at the present moment. The 
Supreme Government having divided the Province into twain was obliged to 
make provision for feeding two mouths with the earnings of one. It has 
accordingly been obliged to surrender a portion of its surpluses and to raise the 
provincial shares under certain heads of revenues ; but this was hardly sufficient 
to meet the extraordinary requirements, and the old, orthodox, mysterious 
* Expansion of revenue ’ has been largely called into requisition to make the two» 
ends meet. These enormous surpluses in the Imperial revenues have been to 
a large extent responsible for many an extravagant project and mischievous 
a<;j;ivity in this country. The increase of the Indian army and the consequent 
punitive expeditions, such as the Tirah expedition and the Tibet mission, 
were all due to the itchings of these superfluities. ^J’he Argonautic Expedition, 
undertaken by Sir James Westland for the introduction of gold currency, also 
owes its origin to these surpluses; and now they have accomplished another 
conquest — the conquest of East and North Bengal by Assam. The Budget 
before us is a proof positive of the fact that but for a surplus of 180 crores of 
revenue it would have been an impossible feat even for the strong Government 
of Lord Curzon to divide Bengal. But what about the bold, refreshing 
statement which Mr. Brodrick was led to make about the extra cost of the 
Partition? Ten lakhs, or properly speaking, about 12 lakhs would be the 
cost of the various offices and establishments only. Much more would be 
required to keep the two Administrations going. 'J he present Budget itself 
shows that the Imperial Government has surrendered about a crore of its 
revenue to keep up the Bengal Government as a living Administration, and at 
least one-quiirter of that sum must have been provided for the now Province 
also. It is now evident why the financial aspect of the Partition question was 
never made public, and how the equanimity of the Government never disturbed 
in hurrying the measure with such indecent nnsto in the tooth of a frantic opposi- 
tion of the people. But, however complacently has the able Financial 
Secretary tried U) submit to his half rations and heave a sigh of relief that 
it was not worse, it is perhaps not difficult to perceive that ho was not 
altogether insensible of the pinch. Sir, we have had ore this prosperity 
Budgets, as well as adversity Budgets. We have heard of bread-and-butter 
Budgets also. But to-day we have met to discuss the mutilated Budget 
of an emasculated Province. May 1 still venture to express the hope, 
however extravagant or unreasonable that hope may appear to be in certain 
quarters, and however much the light may have at last dawned as an inspiration 
upon the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to reveal to the blind world the 
future benefits of the Partition, that should an opportunity yet present itself, 
Your Honour’s sympathies may be enlisted on the side of healing the bleeding 
wound that has been caused in the heart of the Province which had been 
committed to your care and protection. 

“ At the outset it appears to be somewhat remarkable that while the 
Province has lost nearly one fifth of its territories and more than one-third 
of its population, its revenues, as shown in the budget before the Council, 
have not suffered a proportionate diminution. In the budget of 1905-06 the 
total revenue w'as estimated at Hs. 5,60,00,000 witli an expenditure of 
Rs, 6,00/)0,000. In the present estimate the revenue stands at nearly 
Rs. 5,00,00,000, while the expenditure is put down at Ks. 5,20,00,000. On 
examining the various heads of receiut it would appear that in land revenue 
there is an increase of about 58 lakhs ; in assessed taxes the estimate is for 
23 lakhs, being double the assessment for 1905-06; whih^ in excise there 
is an excess provision <)f nearly 3 lakhs over the estimate of the last budget for 
undivided Bengal. Similar overestimates arc observable under several other 
principal sources of revenue in this budget. It would bo interesting to 
learn how these results have been obtained. Deducting even the 5 lakhs on 
account of survey and settlement charges in Pumea and Ranchi, and taking 
into account the increased share allowed under the present settlement, therV 
atiil remains a very large excess in the estimated land revenue for which no 
explanation is given in the statement, save and except a vague assertion that 
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larger collections arc anticipated from Government estates. It would, 
Ijowever, Inivo been more intelligible if it had been clearly stated how much 
of it wuj; <luo to the generosity of the Government of India and how much to 
the ela.sticity of Indian roveuiios. In the case of excise we are simply told 
that the estimate allows an excess of lakhs, and that the provincial share 
has hoen raised from to or J. Of course the able Financial Secretary 
has given his own ealculathms; but let us broadly tost the results by another 
process. In the budget of lOOA-OO for undivided Bengal the sanctioned 
estimate for excise was Rs. 7.J, 9 1,000. Add to this this revenue under 

tho jireHcnt settlement and we get Rs. 80,65,000. But this would ordinarily 
represent the revenue for the whole of Bengal as it stood before the Partition, 
Deduct ono-third of this, or about 27 lakhs, for the severed districts, and there 
ought to remain Rs. 50,77,000 for new Bengal. Even allowing for a nori^al 
oxjiaiiBion, as it is called, of 4 ‘ lakhs, tho total revenue ouglit not to exceed 
58 lakhs. Thus it will be observed that whereas in 1905-06 the estimate 
for whole of Bcmgal was Rs. 75,91,000, in tho present budget tho estimate 
for now Bengal alone is put down at Rs. 78,50,000, while the population 
which furnishes the revenue has fallen off by over 20 millions. Then, again, 
tho revised estimate for now Bengal, after readjustment of territorial juris- 
dictions between the two Provinces, including the actuals for tho first 
CJ months of the severed districts and the last 5J months of Sambalpur, 
amounted to no more tlian Rs. 76,67,000. It is perhaps not difficult to under- 
stand how this lias been levelled up to Rs. 78,60,000. It will be observed 
that a considerable portion of this overestimate is made up of very large 
enhancements allowed in the probable receipts under every minor head of the 
Excise revenue. Then, as I understand, 4^ lakhs was the normal expansion 
allowed for Umlivided Bengal in previous years, and if lam right in this 
assumption, surely some allowance ought to have been made for the dormant 
partner. 1 complained hist year about tho overaesessmont of the Excise 
revenue ; and 1 regret very much that tho timdency towards expanding this 
revenue seems to bo insatiable. In this connection I should Imve liked to 
know how the contraiit dislillery system introduced in Midnaporo last year 
has worked and how far it has fulfilled tho expectations of Government 
to justify its retention in proleronce to the central distillery system. As 
regards the assessed taxes tlio increase seems to me to be still more striking. In 
tho budget of 1905- 06 tlio estimated revenue was Rs. 12,75,000. I had the 
honour of drawing attention of G(»veriimeut to the somewhat awkward figures 
furnished by a return wbicb Llie Government was pleased to l:iy on the table. 
Government promised nn inquiry into the matb'r ; but so far as I can see the 
jiresent biulgei bears no indication ol any effective steps liaving been taken 
eithor to ex])luin or to el‘U(*ktho abuse to which the return pointed. So against the 
12 lakhs of the last budget we liuvo now got for new Bengal alone an estimate 
of over 23 lakhs. 'l1io provincial siinre lias no doubt been raised to one-half 
and this might well give us 23 lakhs for tho entire Province as it stood before 
the Partition. In uiy humble ojiinion some remarks were needed to explain 
away this extraordinary increase. In the details of minor heads of receipts, as 
given in Appendix A, the assessed taxes find no jilace, and in the absence of 
any explanathm it seems difficult to judge how far this glowing forecast of 
increase under this lu'ad is justified. 1 am sorry to have to say that the 
arrangement of the budget before us does not appear to me to be as satis- 
factory as it ought to have. been. It is the first budget which has to deal with 
adjustments between tlu^ two Provinces and to indicate an equitable distribution 
of tlioir financial liabilities. Neil her the detailed remarks nor tho now Appendix 
C ihniw suflicicut light in tliis direction. Of course that distribution was in 
the band of a higher Government; but where there has been addition and 
substrnction in our estimates, tho sanctioned estimates with their distribution 
as wtdl as the loss and gain of this Govonimont, might well have been shown 
undt'r each of tho jirincipal heads of revenue. It would then have been 
possible to judge of the real merits of tho forecasts takon in tho present estimate. 
Here 1 desiro to acknowdedgo with sincere thanks the courtesy with which the 
ui’ble Mr. IShirres was pleased to furnish mo with clear explanations of 
certain items in tho Budget which appeared to me to be somewhat puzzling. 
If the Budget had Ijeen only frumea in the lines of those explanations, which*. 
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I am glad to find, exactly coincide with the linos which I have indicated in the 
above remarks, the Budget before us would have been indeed an enimently 
lucid document. It is somewhat remarkable that very scant notice lias been 
taken of the Partition, although it is undoubtedly the greatest change that has 
ever taken place in the Administration of HengHl. But perhaps it was either 
unnecessary or inadvisable to take any very pointed notice of the effect of this 
change on the fiuancitd position of this Government; and so long as there is a 
vast surplus in the hand of the Imjierial Government and there is also the 
possibility of forced expansion of local revenues, such effects may safely be 
igncJi’cd or discounted. But, Sir, after all I do not quite understand why it 
becomes at all necessary to make ovorestimatos upon mere assumptions of 
progressive increase or normal growth of revenues. There are the actuals of 
the previous year, or at all events of tlie greater portion of it, and 1 do not 
see why it is not possible to take these as the probabhj receipts in the new 
budget, and then if there are any increase, or the revised estimate shows any 
expansion under any head, such increase may reasonably bo allowed to swell 
the estimate in the next budget. 

*^The reason why I have taken so much ])!iinH to complain about this so- 
called “ normal cx})ansion of revenues is plain enough An ovi'restimato of 
its revenues by Government necessarily iin})li(\s an increased demand upon 
those who are entrusted with the levying and (?ollection of such revenues, and 
experience has shown that such overestimates have invariably been followed 
by overasscssments. I’he forecast of every division and every district is in- 
creased, and then it becomes incumbent on those who ai’e entrusted with the 
actual working out of the various tax(‘S artificiidly to level up tludr assossmonts 
80 as to meet the demand of the estimate. Thus the (acisg revenue has been 
steadily increasing despite the high duties set u])on all excisable articles, and 
it is thus that the income-tax, in spite of the raising of the minimum taxable 
limit from Us. bOO to l\s. 1,000, has suffered no diminution. Have the actual 
receipts in any year under any of the principal heads of rt^venue been ever 
known to have fallen perceptibly short of their ])robable estimates? If not, 
what are we to think of a country whose public rovtmues have such an 
irrepressible tendency towards expansion tli\t in spite of all tiie arrangements 
that the Government has generously provided to curb thoir overgro^vtli they 
must double themselves in 15 to 20 years The people are groaning under 
the burden of taxation. To my mind it is not so much the taxes thcmHolvos, 
onerous as they arc, as the manner in wliitdi they are actually administered, 
that is mainly responsible for this burden, and 1 feel it my painful duty to say 
that our budget estimates to a largo extent ciic«mrage ov(Tassussmonts, wdtb the 
result that if no new taxes are added (‘very yc'ar, the annual increase allowed 
to those that are in existence practically a(;ts as a substitute, leaving very little 
room to the taxpayers eitluT for relied or for consolation. 

The first thing Uiat would strike one in glancing over this Budget is that 
the enormous clo.sing balance of last year, amounting to over Ks. 1,17,00,000, 
which was due to Undivided Bengal, lias boon wholly appropriated to this 
Province. If a proportionate allowancjo had been made for the siwerod diHt]'i(ds 
the revenue under this budget would have h(3cn , still further reiluced. It would 
be no argument to say that the new Province did not make any (daitns for a 
part of this large surplus. That Governnnmt may have had emougli of con- 
solation of its own not to press (Wen its legitimate claim to a treasure trove ; 
but the inpiiey which has been surrendered did not belong to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of East Bengal and Assam, but to the people of East and 
North Bengal ; and, as such, a fair share of thi.s opening balance ouglit to have 
been credited to their account. Hero, again, the dominant paitner has liad 
his advantages over the dormant partner. Another feature of the Budget also 
geems to me to be rather disappointing. It will be noticed that wliilo the 
revised estimate, which is a more correct index to actuals, shows a net improve- 
ment of over 8 lakhs on the side of revenues, on the expenditure side it shows 
a net decrease of over 28 lakhs. This evidently means that while tlui receipts 
have gone on increasing, several of the important projects upon which Govern- 
ment was congratulated at the last Budget have been left unaccomplished, or 
if at all taken up in band, have been imperfectly carried out. Thus 
find the promised increase of Munsifs and Deputy Collectors, whoso numerical 
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Htienpth has loHL' boo i found to bo extremely iriadoquato, remains unrealized ; 
alK)ul 7 Inklis of tiie allotment for tno improvement of the Police have been • 
Huvcd; Hiid over 0 lakhs of the provision for the Education Department have 
been left unexpended ; and hist of all, what about the poor, hard-worked and 
ill-fed Ministerial nirnaTsV About 4 lakhs was provided in 1904-05 for relieving 
their hard lot. Nothing was done within the year; and in the next Budget it 
was reduced to about 2 lakhs. Then came the Partition which swept away the 
prospect of about a third of tho'-e unfortunate people; and now in the present ‘ 
Budget, the item has quietly slided down to Its. 1,50,000. The Government; 
was repeatedly presseri for a solution of this question ; but all that it cOuld 
say was that the scln me was under the consideration of the Government 
of India. Surely tiie j^ant of a few rupees increment to the salaries of a 
number of clerks was not a more complex question than either the Army 
organization, or the i^artition scheme ; and yet both the latter have 'long 
become accomplished facts, while ihe former yet suffers from indefinite 
postponement, I have ventured to say all this because T am assured of Your 
Jionour’s genuine sympathies for the poor. It is also noticeable that the 
original estimate of 25 lakhs for contributions to Local Funds was reduced to 23 
lakhs in tiie revised estimate to meet the pressure of other departments, while 
the estimate in tlie Budget under consideration is still less, the allotment being 
reduced to i9 laklis. In this connection I would invito Your Honour’s attention 
to the grievance from which Bengal suffers as regards the Provincial rates. In 
Bombay, Madras and most, other provinces the whole of these cesses belong to 
the Local iioards. In I engal, however, strictly speaking, not even one-half is 
credited to the District Boards. The llon’ble Mr. Baker from his place in the 
Supreme Council, referring to this very subject, said: “1 shall be very happy if 
within iny term of ofiice it should be in my power to redress this injustice to 
the province to which 1 have the honour to belong.” I'he District Boards of 
Bcinral have been long pronounced to be successful and have proved themselves 
to he very useful adjuncts to the general administration, but they are mostly 
hampered in their work for want of sufficient funds. May I, as a representative 
of some of these hical bodies, venture to express the hope that before Your 
Honour lays down your high offiee it may be your proud privilege to redress 
this wrong to the province which Your Honour has been calb d upon to govern, 

“Ah regards the various expenditure they, as a rule, follow the receipts, and 
1 do not coiisidor it necessary to d\udl upon thorn very minutely, I, however, 
r<!grci \o find tliat the wholesome provision made lust year for an Additional 
Judge in the High Court for inspection work lias been eliminated from the 
present Budget. J should have liked to know what agricultural improvements 
Government contemplates to undertake with its improved allotment under the 
present seltlenumt and what provision has been made in the Budget for that 
purpose. Outof Us. 2, (i2, 000 provided under Land Kecords and Agriculture, 
lIs. 1,67,000 liave been specially allotted for the maiutenhneo of the records in 
Orissa and Sumbalpur and Ks. 27,000 for superintendence. With the small 
balance thus hdt for dLstrict charges, it may still be possible to initiate some 
agricultural iiiqu’ovemenis, notably the establishment of a few experimental 
farms for the cultivation of cotton in selected areas within the Province and 
the distribution of cotton and other seeds among bond fide cultivators. It 
appears that jirovisions that Jiavo been niado in the Budget for the 
division of one of tJio bigger Divisions and one of the bigger Districts into 
two. Tliis was j)recisely one of the methods suggested by the public and the 
press for the relief of tlio Government of Jkmgal ; but the proposal which 
apparently then failed to carry weight with tlie Government seems now to have 
found favour with it; so that now that the Partition of the Province has been 
effected, the partition of the Divisions and of the Districts has quietly begun. 

“ Another point to whicli 1 would draw Your Honour’s attention is the 
water-supply and sanitation of the Province. 1 am far from suggesting that 
the matter has never received the attention of Government, for it has from 
time to time made grants for drainage works and also advanced special grants 
for water-supply in urban areas, 'l^iore are several such grants in the present 
Budget also. What 1 contend for is that the subject should form one of the 
chief planks in our Budget programme, and not confined to mere spasmodic 
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efForts of a rlesultory character. If Government is really anxious for the well- 
being of the people committed to its charge, as I trust it really is, it cannot 
be satisfied with simply throwing these burdens on crippled District Boards 
on the ote hand and on strained and unsympathetic zamindars on the other. 
Strangely enough the rivers of a deltaic Frovineo uio visibly detoriorating and 
the mortality among men and cattle iiuTeasing. A thorough investigation 
ought to 1)0 made into the subject. Tim causes should bo thoroughly 
diagnosed and the proper remedies laid down to bo applied in a systematic 
manner. It is only then and not till then that the Government can success- 
futly cope with the increasing scarcity of water-supply and increasing 
insanitation of rural Bengal, The attention of Your lionour’s Government 
was also drawn to the Kail way embankments and llie reckless bridging 
of water channels by the Railway Department, Sir, it may be easy to silence 
people with laconic replies, but surely they cannot be expected to satisfy 
them. There may or may not be any real connection between the develop- 
ment of railwa 3^8 and the development of malaria and the scarity of water; 
but as there are so many striking coincidences, something more than the ipai dixit 
of railvray engineers would be requiii'd to reject the }>opular theory altogether. 
I find that the qucjstion wliicjh was rais(‘d in this (a)uncil was incidentally refer- 
red toby out' of the Hon’ble Members at the Budget discussion in the Buprome 
• Council, while Your Honour is reported to have said that fht^ Government of 
Bengal may be reli(‘d upon to give an adequate' consideration to the subject. 
1 take it therefori' tlmt the assurance which Your lionour’s Government lately 
gave in tliis very C'ouneil, that it is looking forwai’d to an export investigation 
intolhe matter, may prove to bo the inauguration of real sanitary improvement 
in tliis Province. 

“ Turning to education, it is no doubt satisfactory to observe tliat tho 
expenditure under this bead has been yearly increasing; but it has to b<^ noticed 
that tho grants-in-aid liavebe(‘nredue(‘d by K’s. AO, 000 from the revised estimate, 
and that wiiilo the lump provision in th(' preceding Budget for Primary Educa- 
tion was Ks. 10,00,000, tlio provision in the present estimate for Primary 
Education and otfier educational scheraiiS amounts to only Rs. 2,97,000. Tliore 
is no increase in the allotuK'iit for UniverHify Education, while tlie allotment for 
Direction shows an increase to tlu* extonftof nearly Rs. 10,000, although it 
cannot but bo admitted that the Director of rublic Jnstructionin Bengal also has 
had his fair share in th<^ relief which lias been brought about l)y tho partition. 
I’rovision has been made in the Budget for an additional Professor of 
Sanskrit in the Presidency College. Nothing, howtwer, is said as to tho nature 
of tho work which this Professor will bo required to perform. It was rumoured 
at first, and is practically admitted to-day in Council, that this additional Profes- 
sor will bo a European and not a native of India. If the object be to impart 
classical knowledge of tho Sanskrit language 1 cannot conceive of a more 
grotesque i^lea than this, What would have been thought of a proposal for tlie 
appointment pf a Indian Professor to teach either linglish or Latin in the 
University of Ley idon, although Balm English ” may not bo half so ridiculous 
as “Shahebi bangalee” or “ 81iabebi Sanskrit ” ? Besides, a country that has 
produced Sanskrit scholars like tho Rev. Dr. K. M. Banerji, Dr. Raj end ra Lala 
Mitra, Pundit Iswar Chandra Vidyusugar and IVofessor Krisnakamal Bhatta- 
ebarya, not to speak of the host of erudite Pundits of tho old school , may not 
be unreasonably curious to know what European savant could bo obtained on 
Rs. 500 a jrnoiith to teach Sanskrit better than my esteemed friend l^rofossor 
Kali Prosono Bhattacharji or Mohamohopadhyaya Hara Prasad Sliastri? 
European articles are not so cheap — no, not even of Manchester. If, however, 
the object be to open something like a chair for Sanskrit researches, I would 
hail the project with all the warmth I possess, although i must confess that even 
in that case 1 would find that warmth somewhat damped by the inadequate 
provision made for the purpose. Sir, before leaving tlie question of education., I 
feel constrained to make one observation with regard to the iarost development 
of the Educational policy of Government. The circular recently issued 
Sir Alexander Pedler, which aims at complete subordinaHon of tho Educa- 
tional officers to tl^e executive authority, is a distinct retrograde step in the^ 
history of the Eiducational administration of this Province. The stock 
argunent of increased interest and improved efficiency, which has been so 
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frequently used in carryinf^ out retrograde tneasuros, has boon the burden 
of Sir Alexander’s plea for this dangerous innovation. lie admits that 
as education becomes mor(3 and more developed and technical, as has 
bofii the case in Bengal, thoro is more ne(;d of more expert supervision 
of the purely educational ufipecl of school work. Hence the details of courses 
to bo Btudiod and the critical inspection of the work of t1»c schools must 
remain with the expert educationist.” But, says Sir Alexander, at the 
same time the more general aspect as to distribution of grants and prizes 
and the general arrangement would in his opinion bo best controlled by 
the local executive authorities.” Now to those of us who have not lta"d 
the benefit of Sir Alexander retller’s instructions, education has always had 
but one aspect, and that aspect is educational and educational only. Sir 
Alexander Bedler has however just realised that there is another aspect of it 
which he ^ardedly calls the “general ahpcct.” But lie has evidently overshot 
himself; for his elaboration of this aspect and the laboured defence lie has 
])ut forward for executive control in matters of education leave little 
room for doubt that, paraphrased into plainer language, that aspect means 
nothing but a political aspect. Is there any single instance on record 
where our Inspectors of Schools have failed in control the general arrange- 
ments for rrimary or Secondary Education, or to justify the assumption that 
the District Magistrates are bettor (qualified than the Inspectors of Schools to 
control the arrangements of the Educational institutions ? Sir Alexander was 
himself an Inspector before ho became Director. Did the present revelation 
dawn upon him at any time previous to the eve of his own retirement ? The 
Civil Service may be good for anything in this world, but J frankly confess 
that I am unable to appreciate how inexpert Civilians are better qualified 
to control education than expert (educationists. It is a curious irony of fate 
that while' the people have b('ori crying lioarsci for tlie seq^arution of 
tile Judicial from the Exoeutivii functions, Gov(‘rnment is step by step 
tightening the liold of the luttiT ovor almost all departments of the State. 
Ere this we have had a circular emanating fj-om tins Se(Tetariat which has 
taken away the independence of iho Judges and Buboidinated the Judicial 
to the Executive officers, and now we have a furtlier usuipation by the latter in 
the domain of education. Octopuv-likij! the executivii function is spreading its 
tentacles to seize and swallow every brniudi of the administration. JJie direc- 
tion of education lias passed onto th(‘ Civil Service, and jirohably it is in the 
fitness of things that the minor concerns of education should also U* transferred 
to that service. Sir, a recent GoviTnnu'iit (dreuiar, (iirecte»l towards pnwentinf** 
school and college studimts from particii)a.ting in j)olitical dinrionstmtion^ 
laid it down that the s(;hools and colleges should not be permitti'd to become 
Ibo “centres of jK)liti(5al activity.” Sir Alexander BedJer has anticipated the 
people and lias converted the Covcrnnumt schools into political nurseries tlioufdi 
of an op|)Osit(3 crci'd placed undm' the fostering vigilance of the local officers 
of the Executive (Government. Sir Alexuiidor JVdlcjr has rendered his last 
servico to Govornment ; hut I am afraid it will prove a positive disservice not 
only to the cause of education which ho has so long repri'seutod in this 
Brovinoo, but also to that great department in which he passed his whole career 
and to which he may be said to owe his greatness. Sir Alexander has verily 
kicked the ladder behind him. Idle curiosity may still bo tempted to look for 
an explanation why the leariu'd Director, who wasleaving the country so shortly, 
could not leave such an unpleasant matter for his suceessor-di'signati; ? What- 
ever that explanation may be, opinion will not ho wanting to associate this 
innovation, rightly or wrongly, with the change that has lately been introduced 
in the Direction of J^iblic Instruction in this i'rovinee. 

“Sir, thoro are two points, liowcwer, inthis Budgi^t upon whicli I am glad to 
1)6 able to congratulate GoviTiimont. ^I’hcse are the abolition of the Zamindari 
Dak cess and the jirovisioa for the establi>liinont of a Technical Institute in 
Bengal. As regards the first, I have only to olwervo that it was not only an 
anaciii-onism, the zamindars having been long reliiwed of their postal duties, 
but ia its actual operation this tax was a fruitful source of hardship and 
oppression upon them. Kepeutedry had its abolition been pressed both in this 
Council as well os in the Press ; but the prayers then made fell upon heedless 
cars. The credit now belongs to tho Government of His Excellency, the 
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^arl of Minto, to removo this lon^-sfanding grievance, and I am glad that both 
Your Honour as well as the Uon’blo Mr. Hare were in fulls ympathy with the 
long“deferrod relief granted to the landed interests. As regards the Technical 
Institute, it has also been a crying demand of the people for a long time, and 
the Government must be congratulated upon the wise stoj) it 1ms taken not to 
be left behind by thjit people. One word, however, has to bo said as regards 
the allotment. In Bombay, where the textile industry has already made some 
progress, the Government of India has allotted Rs. 1,67,000, wijilo in Bengal, 
where a beginning has to be made, the grant is not more than Us. ;h‘),000. 
IdD not grudge Bombay her good hntune; but 1 eaiinot refrain from saying 
that the arrangement looks somewhat like carryingcoal to Newcastle. 1 am 
glad Your Honour s Government has supplemented this small grant witli an 
allotment of a lakh of rupees from the Provincial revcuiues. It has, iiowever, 
to be noticed that while provision has been made as regards Bengal, tlie now 
Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam, which is said to bo on an equal footing 
with the sister-province of new Bengal, has boon wholl}^ ignored. Probably 
it may 1)0 said that liere Bengal still continues to bo undivided, and the school 
at Serampore may he taken to serve the jmrposes of both the peoples so long as 
some circulars or resolutions may not ordain otherwise. Tlie uilTerence and 
disparity between the two Administrations have long been anticipatod by the 
* people. They have already manifestc'd themselves in more direetions than 
one; and as time passes on they must be more and more marked and felt by the 
people. 

“ 8ir, one point more and 1 have done. The I’artition is said to have 
relieveil the Government of Bengal. May 1 inquire if tins does not include the 
Bengal Secretariat also? If the relief to the Liouteiiant-Governor means any- 
thing, it must mean the redaction of works in the Secretaiiat. I do not understand 
why the h’evenue Department of the Secretariat cannot now bo amalgamated 
with the Board of J^evenue. The Board of Revenue in Bengal is a fossilized 
institution which should have b(;en long extinct like th<; Dodo In Bombay 
and Madras, which are teniporarily-Bottled Provinces, they are well able to 
manage with either tlie Revenue Commihsioners or the Revenue Board; hut in 
Bengal, which is a permnnently-settled country, b(dh these costly subinhajdations 
of the Revenue Department art? being maintained at tlu‘ cost of tin? tax-payer. 
And as fate would have it, this has been again reproduced in the new Pro- 
vince. If relief was needed for the Government, was no relief duo to the 
people also? Then with a civilian Director of Public inst, ruction, tho General 
Department of the Soctetanat is almost sure to bo rcdu(?ed to a mere J’ost Ofhee 
in n\attcrs rducalional. d'ho paitition has opened a vast nt'w pasture for the 
Civil Service ; and can we not trust it with tlie geuorosity of ])aiting with at 
least one of tho fat berths upon which it has fed so long? Ooverinnont is said 
to be anxious for economy. True economy lies here and not in the reduction 
of petty eetabliahmcnis of clerks and peons and in cutting down contingencies 
for goose-quills and blotting papers. I hopo Your Honour will 8(?o the justice 
and fairness of reducing at last one of the Secretaries of your Governmoiit. 

Your Honour, 1 have so long mainly indidgcd in the eiitieism of tho 
Budget, although that criticism has been directed mor(3 to its general policy than 
to its actual details with tlie corroctions of whieli none of us 1 suppfiHe can liavij 
any quarrel. I am, however, anxious tliat 1 may not be taken to bo wlndly 
insensible of the many good points in tlio budget. I havo already rch ired to 
some of^ them, while many more have been jiointed out by those of my 
colleagues who liave preceded me. The tact and ability with whicli the 
HonTlo Mr, Shirnis lias handled a difficult Budget under exceptional circum- 
stances are truly admirable, and 1 yield to no one in this Gouueil in my Hincere 
appreciation of his great achievement.” 

The Hon’blo Mr. C G. H. Allen said: — “Your Honour — I must express 
my regret at the absence of the Ilon’ble Mr. Kalin Beliari Sircar who represents 
the Corporation upon this Council, but 1 am not sorry that tho intervention 
of the Hon’blo Babu Bliupondru Nath iknsu gives me an opportunity of 
repeating in public, what 1 have more than once ventured to tell him ij> 
private, and that is, Sir, that a satisfactory solution of the Municipal problems 
of Calcutta is not likely to be attained witLout the co-operalioii of the best of 
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her fiitizonfl. Sir, I have no hesitation in saying that the Hon^ble Member 
would bo better employed, in assisting in the deliberations of the Corpora- 
tion tlian in criticising them in this Council. So long as Achilles sulked in 
his tent, we are not told that be was allowed to take part in the councils of 
war, and wo may easily guoss the sort of reply ho would have received from 
Aganieinnon had lie ventured in the Council Chamber to criticise the conduct 
of the siege. Far better would it be for the rate-payers were the Hon^ble 
]\lember to como forth from his tent and help us in the battle we are 
waging against dirt and diHcaso. 

‘‘Ill anhworing the llon’be Member, Sir, I cannot help feeling str'tck 
by the inutility of discussing Corporation matters in a Budget debate in this 
Council Chamber. Here we are condemned to an academic and infructuous 
discussion, whereas in the Corjioration suggestions are translated into motions 
and oratorical displays lead to resolutions. No doubt a budget debate affords 
the only opportunity for criticising the administration of the Local Government, 
but Municipal affairs are discussed ad nauseam in open meetings and it seems, 
therefore, to me wanton cruelty to weary this Council with a rechaufS of our 
interminable debates. 

“ 1 bliall follow the Ilon’ble Member’s example in passing rapidly over 
the subjects of water-supply, lighting, conservancy and road repairs. I am 
satisfied that stcadj' progress towards improvement is being made in all these 
matters, and the note of humorous exaggeration in the Hon’ble Member’s 
remarks renders it unnecessary for me to examine his observations in detail. 

“ The drainage of the fringe area is a need of long standing and one which 
is admitted by the Corporation, though the Hon’ble Member’s description of 
the heavy comparative mortality of this tract is scarcely borne out by the 
facts. Thus, tor the five years ending in 1904, the uverago mortality in the 
fringe area was 38 per as compared with 37*5 in the town proper and 
36‘2 in the Suburbs. Similarly, the rate of mortality from fever was 6*7 per 
mtllcm 1003 in the fringe area as compared with with 0 8 in the Suburbs 
and 4 '3 in the town, while dysentery and diarrhoea were little more 
fatal in the fringe area than in the t(»wn proper, the recorded mortality being 
equivalont to 2*8 per milk in the fringe area as compared with 2’3 in urban 
Calcutta and 5*9 in the suburbs. A scheme has been prepared by the Engineers 
for draining this area on a combined system, but this project is very costly (the 
ostimato exceeding Its. 30 lakhs) and the Government has now been asked 
either to admit overflows from the new sowers, or the storm water from this area, 
into the canal. 1 understand that the Bengal Government has appointed a 
committee to consider this question from a sanitary point of view. It one of 
these alternative courses is approved by Govornmont, it will be possible to pass 
the sewage into the Circular Load sewer and the cost of the scheme will then be 
reduced within practicable limits. 

“The Ilon’ble Member has asked me to consider 'j^hethe? a lower rate 
of percentage should not be allowed to residents in the fringe area. Under sec- 
tion 151, proviso 3, the Chairman is authorised to take a lower percentage in 
the case of buildings occupied by tho owner under such exceptional circum- 
stances as to rend(a* a valuation of 5 per cent, on the cost of construction exces- 
sive. 1 do not think that general insanitary conditions would be a legitimate 
reason for taking a lower })erccntago. 

The Hoirble l\Ioinber argues tlrnt tbo levy of court fees upon appeals in 
the Small C’auso Couit against assessments results in tho virtual denial of justice 
to the poorer ratepayers. Tho figuios do not 8U})port the Hon’blo Member’s 
contention, and there is no evidence to show that the scale of fees has affected 
the nnmbor of appeals. 

“ The Hon’ blc Member has drawn attention to the method of assessment 
of residential bouses in Calcutta. Tire reason wliy a different principle was 
introduced in assessing residential houses from that followed in thecase of 
rented houses, is that it was found in practice impossible to determine in the case 
of a large number of residential houses, what the prc*por letting value should be^ 
The proportion of residential houses is about 40 per cent, of tho whole number 
of houses in Calcutta, and the Indiart community are opposed to living in rented 
housn^, with the result that in the case of those houses which are leased out, 
rents rule extremely law. Consequently, prior to 1888 , residential bonsea 
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in Calcutta were under-assessed to such an extent, as, in the opinion of Sir 
Henry Harrison, to constitute a ^rave scandal, tlio annual value frequently 
represontiu" as little as 2 per cent, \ipon the cost of constiuction. As Mr, Baker 
observed in Council during the debate upon the Bill which is now the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, ‘it was a scandal that the class of houses owned by many of the 
wealthiest members of Calcutta Society and by a large number of middle class 
people, and by hardly any of the poorer class, siiould be liMbitually under- 
assessed.’ The present method of assessment of residential hoiist's at a 
percentage of the cost of construction was adopted in 1888, to remote this 
scandal. 

“ The Hon’blo Member is of opinion that we spend too much money on 
supervision, but this is not a topic; which can bo dealt with usefully by general 
assertion. It is a matter for detailed consideration of tie' quantity and quality 
■of the Bupervising staff in each branch of the administration, and no such 
examination can be attempted in tliis Council Chamber. 1 can fissure you, 
fciir, that 1 am fully {dive to the ^nancial dang('r of swollen Kstablishnumts, and 
am constantly on the watch for opjfortunitios to effect sasdiiiis in this din'ction. 
'^riie recent elections liave drawn further observations from the Ilorrhle 
Meiiibcr. I am jxu'sonally of opinion that the mae.hinery for the rt'gist ration 
of voters’ names has been made too ddlicult and J am projiosiug a simplification 
ftf the jiroceduro. d'bis does not involve the amendment of the law, hut merely 
the modifieatiou of a schedule by a notilication of Your Honour's (Jovornment. 

“To me, Sir, the horizon looks brighter, ddio nntieijiatioiis ot the criiics of 
the present Municipal Act that the Corporation w'ould e.'cercise no authority and 
would enjoy no ])o\ver, have been falsified in a rianarkable degree, ddie 
C'omplaint now oppc'ars ratln r to be that l^Iunieap il wmk is too engrossing. 
The bu^in('ss is if u diaracter to give scope h r the higiiesi ability and energy, 
and those who possess tliesc; (qualities and yet refuse their assislunee in the 
eonduet of ail'iiirs must be prepared for the eriiicism thui they are failing in 
their duties of ciiizenshij). 

“ The IJonb’le Mi. Nimnn/ refers to the valuation of vacant lands in Calcutta 
which he thinks are not assessed at }>ro|>cr rates. Tlio llon’hle Member has 
been kind enough to ffU'ward for my consideration particulars of two cases upon 
which he relh's in supjiort of this view, and I liave examined tliem carefully, i 
venture t<» think that the llondfie Meudior's conijilaint arises from a misconci'p- 
tiori of the law under whicli unoccupied land.s are as.'^csKed. In one of these 
cases for instance, a j)iec(' of unoccupied land had changed hands for lis. fi(S,000, 
and the Assessor hud valued it at its. 1,728 only, ddie Hon’hlo Mr. Niiiimo is 
of opinion that the land should be valued at not less than 5 per cent, of the 
market value, and ho draws the inference that the* asHCSBiiK'nt in question is only 
nliout half what it should bo. Under section lol (a) «d‘ tin; Municipal Act, 
liowcvcr, the annual value of land is the gross annual rent at which the hind 
might reasouabl)" be Expected to let from yv<(r to ymr. Now, while it may 
be admltied that o p-.-r cent, upon tiie market price of land would he a reasonahlo 
rent to charge a los>ee lor a long lea.se which would enable him to ntilise the 
land the best advantage^ it is clear that the rent so calculated would ho 
exees^ivo if the laud wore leased only from year to year. A tenant ludding 
under such conditions would not be able to put up any sub.stunt ial building 
upon the land iiiid could not, in fact, utilisii it to the best advantage. In such 
casts the value of the land is practically the rent wliicli the owner of a husteo 
can lioj>e tg recover from the tenant wdio builds a hut upon it. 1 have not 
considered the furdier point as to win ther any amendment of the law is 
desirable, for 1 do not understand that the question is raised by the Hon’ble 
Member,” 

The Hon'blo ]\Iu. KiciiAiiDSON 8aid:--“I am fresh to thi.s Council and 
have only recently taken over charge of the appointment wliich 1 have the 
honour to hold. 1 do not propose therefore to detain the Council long and 
trust that Hou’ble Members will forgive any deficiencies in what 1 am about 
to say. 

“ Turning first to the Judicial Department I think that the most important' 
question which has been raised relates to the coiiditions under which officers 
of the Subordinate Judicial Service hold their posts. The question has been 
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referred to incidentally by the Ilon’blo Babu Ambika Cbaran Mazumdar and 
witli ^Toat^r emphaais by the Hon’ble Babu Jo^ondra Nath Mukerjee and* 
tlic H(jri’blo Mr. Syed Shurfuddin. 1 may remind Hon’blo Members that the 
Subordinate Judicial Service was reorganized in respect of its grading so recent- 
ly as the year 1902, and that additions to the staff of Subordinate Judges and 
Munsifs, both temporary and permanent, have from tune to time been made 
as necessity arose, at the instance of the High Court. It has not always been 
])osHible tor the Government to meet every requisition for an increase in the' 
staff witli an easy aflirnjative, but proposals made by the High Court havo 
always been carefully, respectfully and sympathetically examined and what 
could be done has been done. 1 do not quite follow the llon’blo Babu 
Ambika Charan Mazunelar when ho 8j)oaks of the ‘ promised increase of 
Munsifs.’ 1 do not. think any promise was held out last year. In view the 
concessions iiunhi in 1902, at an annual cost of about one lakh of rupees, it has 
boon consKlered that tlie time is not ripe to approacli the G(>vernment of India 
in regard to the pay to wliich Munsifs in different grades are entitled, but 
as I intimated in answer to a question which was put at the last meeting of 
this Council th(» Government has under its consideration certain jiroposals for 
improving the conditions of service as regards tlio rules, K'gulating leave and 
pension. Jiinough has boon said to show that the interesis oi tlie Subordinate 
Judicial Service havo not been forgotten. I cannot admit that the body of 
Munsifs are dejected, or that if there is any fooling of dejection among 
individuals the feeling is justified 1 may add that a Munsif who shows ability 
and capacity in the discharge of his duties has now the prospect not only of 
being appointed in due course a Subordinate Judge but of entering the ranks of 
the Provincial Civil Service and holding a district charge in a capacity to which 
as I conceive very important and responsible dutits are attached. 

“ In regard to the Ilon’ble Mr. Shurfuddiu’s suggestion that the system 
of trial by jury should be extended to other districts in Bihar besides Batna, 
1 am not pn^pared on behalf of the Government to give any pledge. The 
proposal is one whicb would require mature consideration before it was adopted, 
and as ai prosent advised the Government io not tliink that it would be advis- 
able further to extend the jury system iii Bihar. 

“ The cry tliat the .Judicial Branch of the Civil Service to which 1 belong has 
boon subordinated to the Executive Branch is in my humble opinion a factious 
one which has grown stah^ by much repetition. Till recently 1 was a District 
Judge and speaking in that capacity, I have never felt, that my indoDondence 
of mind and judgment was lettered or interfered with in any way. Outside 
the sphere of tlndr judicial duti(‘8, Judges in India as in other countries must 
necessarily Ix' very much in the same position as their follow citizens. They 
can hardly claim to be above the law and the constitution. Nothing to my 
knowledge has been done which cncroachos on the powers, privileges and 
immunities of judicial ofiicers as such under the law. ' 

“ The same Hon’ble Member, and 1 think others, havo tracked the Executive 
monster of their imagination into tho Education Department. I should have 
thought that a closer connection with cducatien and educational aims and 
ideals would lend to soften tho harsh and rugged features of the District Officer 
as he has been dcj>ictod. 

“ Before leaving the judicial aspects of administration 1 should like briefly 
to refer to tho creation during tlie year of the Darbhanga Judgeship, and to 
the provision now nuiiually made in the Budget for residences for Munsifs 
(Rs. 50,000 last year and Ks. 40,000 this 5 ’'ear) The provision of houses for 
the Disniet Judges of Gaya and Darbhanga was, in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment, justified by the necessities of tho situation in those districts. The invest- 
ments as tho Hon'blc Mr. Clmudhuri is aware are not uni)rofitable. 

Tho allotment in the Budget for Civil Works for the current year includes 
a lakh of rupees for the extension of the High Court. 

Turning to education, it is a source of gratification that the provision 
made in tho Budget lor Educational purposes has been so well received. The 
generosity of the provibion cannot bo denied. The revised estimates show 
an expenditure of Ks. 31,17,000 from Provincial revenues and Rs. 12,20,000 
from District Funds, or a total of Rs. 43,37,000 on Education in the past year. 
The Budget for tbo current year is 53 lakhs, including 12 lal^, from 
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District Boards, but not including tho special grant of Re. 6,35,000 for tlie 
construction of a Model and Engineering College at Ranchi. 

“ Exception has been taken to tho reduction \vhich tho figures seem to 
show in the amount al]«^ttcd for grants -in-aid. But in point of fact there is 
no reduction. Tlie provision of Rs. 8,20,000 made in the Budget for 1905-06 
was for undivided Bengal. 'J'ho sanctioned estimate for Bengal proper 
was Rs 7,27,548. 'I he revised estimate appears to include expouditure which 
has been met from other sources, including a grant of Rs, 30,000 from 
imperial funds for Colleges. The budget provision for the current year may be 
taken to represent tho normal provision under this head (seven lakhs) together 
with a grant from Imperial Funds for Colleges amounting to Rs. 80,000. 

“'I'hero is also some riu.-^apprehcnsion as to the savings effected last year 
ia respect of funds marked for J’Jducation. Tho figures appear to show, as one 
Hon^ble Member has said, that the savings aggregate 94 lakhs. But the 
figures are misleading, for tlie reason that a considerable portion of tho ten 
lakhs grant for primary education has been expended through tho medium of 
the District Boards on irrants for primary school buildings. For account pur- 
poses this expenditure has not boon shown as provincial but as local. 

^‘The reduction in tin' corresponding grant for the current year, as shown 
in the budget (from ten lakhs to Rs. 2,97,000) is again only apparent. A new 
settlement has been made witli tho Government of India. A portion of tho 
original grant (Rs. 3,o3,000) lias been transferred to tho new Province. As 
to the balance, that has been included in the total assignment for education 
under the now settlement. The grant in other words has been incorporated in 
the settlement. 

“ As to tho expenditure of these grants or a portion of them on school 
buildings, 1 think that tlu' Hon’hle Mr. Chaudhuri has failed to appreciate tho 
many advantages, moral and physical, social and sanitary, which substantial 
and well-ventilated selujols aie likely to confer. 

“It is a pleasure to find that the schemo for establishing a Weaving School 
at Seramporo for the furtheran<*e of technical education has been welcomed 
with a chorus of approval Tho .Government of India have agreed subject to 
the consent of the Secretary of State to bear the recurring charges for this 
institution amounting roughly to Rs. 35,000 per annum, and tho Local Govern- 
ment has been able to provide the lakh of rupees required for non-rocurring 
expenditure. The Goremuient originally contemplated that the money 
req^uired for the hitter j)urpoKe should be raised by public subscriptions, but 
endeavours to obtain funds in this way proved iufructuous. An Ilon’blo 
Member has compared tin' grant from Imperial funds for the current year with 
the grants made from the sumo source to certain institutions in Bombay. But 
in the first place, so far as I am aware, the Bombay grants are lump sums and 
not recuri’ing gran4s, and in the second place llon’ble Members must bear in 
mind that tho Weaving Instliution ab(*ut to be started is a new departure on 
experimental lines, it is hoped that it will receive sufiicient support and 
encouragement from tlie public to make it a success and that it will lead to 
greater things. But Ido not think that the Government can do more than act 
as a pioneer in this matter. Much remains for private liberality and I was glad 
to hear of tho scheme foreshadowed by tho Hon’ble Mr Chaudhuri. 1 may 
refer to tho fact that during the year a now scheme of Commercial Education 
has been^ introduced into the Presidency College, Calcutta, 

“ Imporbmt questions affecting rural and primary education will, it is 
anticipated, shortly come before the Government, 'I’he Hon’ble Mr. Shurfuddin 
may rest assured that the report of the Committee of which ho was a Member 
has not been lost sight of. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukhorjee has drawn attention to the 
large ^ants for College education, general and technical. The grants include 
one lakh for the Patna College scheme and Rs. 75,000 for establishing a Train- 
ing College at Bhagalpur. In connection with his general remarks, while I 
sympathise with them so far as I can follow their drift, I can only say that 
1 think it will be for the people of this country to use the educatiooal facilitiei 
placed at their disposal to the best advantage. Tho spirit of self-help and the 
capacity of combining for commercial purposes are products of time and it is 
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unwise to attempt to force the pace too much. The question is one (»f moral 
and material [)ro«rreH8. 

“ 1 a^^roe ho far with the Ilon’ble Mr. Shurfuddin that education is, if not 
the most important, at any rate one of the most important functions of a 
modern Government, following close beliiiid such functions as the defence 
of the country from external enemies and the maintenance of law and order 
within its borders, so that life and property shall be secure. But it is well 
not to lose sight of the prime noccsdty for that security. We are all of us so 
much accustomed to peace and order that they are sometimes taken for 
granted. 

“ I think that much has been done in the cause of education since the 
British came to the country. Large schemes like free f)rimary education 
which come easily from the lips, are at present impracticable. They cannot 
be introduced without increasing taxation to an extent for which the country 
in the present stage of its industrial growth would not bo prepared. 

“As regards tlio agency by which education is conducted, I think the 
rion'ble Babu Hhu[)eiulra Nath Basil could hardly deny tiie necessity under 
existing conditions for a Luro[>< an staff, and that being so, as a question of busi- 
ness, you roust arrange for terms wlueh Kuropeaiis will accc'pt. After all 
tiieir number is not larg<-, and after all education in this country has been 
nursed and fosterijd into vitality by Europeans. The question of the Sanskrit 
chair in the Presidency Culhige with which I dealt in answer to a question, 
has been referred to again, and J uudorstand dissatisfaction lias been expressed 
at tlie possibility of a scholar (umiing out from Europe. But 1 thought I hoard 
Bometliingsaid about, the Kc]>ublic of Letb rs, and the cosmopolite iharucter of the 
scholars profeshion. 

“The interests of the Provincial and Suburdinate iMlucatiomil Services 
have not been forgotten. 'I’Ikj scheme for improving tiiose services has 
been sanctioned l)y His Majesty's Secret aiy oi State and will involve an 
additional annual cost of about two lakhs of rupees. This Governiiiont is now 
in corrospondonco with tlie GiAT-niment of lOasiern Ih'ugal and Assam in refer- 
ence to certain (letails. It is hoped that it will bo found possible to introduce 
the sclieme at an early date. 1^110 qiic.''Uon of tlie dah' from vvldch the scheme 
should take effect, is under consideration. Wliile on the subject of establishment, 

1 may mention tl'ut. projmsals to strengtluui tlu‘ inspecting staif, sujierior and 
subordinate, are being considiUHs], and tliat »Sub-inspeciors of Schools have 
been transferred from the control of District Boards to the Education 
Department. 

** A ])roi)osiil to restore the value of senior and junior scholarships to the 
amounts at wlilch they previously stood, was last considered in iWOf. The 
proposal was vetoi d for want of funds but the matter will no doubt receive 
the attention of the Diiector of Public Instruction, though on the materials 
Udoic mo 1 can mak(^ no promise on belialf of the Govornment. 

“ Attention has la'on paid during the year to the condition of Students* 
hoKttds and messes and a new plan is being tried in t’ulcutta. A number 
of housca have lieen lunal and placed under the supervision ot an Inspector of 
Messes. The Govemmeut is doing what it can to encourage tlie growth of 
the residential or hostel system. 

“As to the (Inentul lalirarv at Bankipoie, a grant for the cost of printing 
the first volume of the. catalogues of Arabic and Persian iminasciipts, 
estimated at Bs. 2,r>00, has been met from the educational budget for iast year. 
Schorlarships lmv«' also been given to the Muliamadau scholars who are 
engaged in compiling the catalogue. 

“ I have nothing more to say except that 1 hope that as much progress will 
be made in the year just opened, as in tlie year which has just closed.*’ 

The Hou’blo Mr. Jnolis said: — “ Your Honour — I wisli to olTer only a few 
remarks on .some of tho questions and argumi iits wdiich have been brought 
forward in this debate relating to the dopartmeuts which 1 have the honour 
to represent. 

“ Tho Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Nath Mukerjeo has put to us the question 
wliother, if irrigation brings certain evils in its train and if the Bailways and 
jraised roa^ all over the country restrict tho waterways and interfere with 
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tbe drainage, Ib it not the plain dut^ of GoTemment to work out a scheme 
which will remedj these evils. Well, Sir, here of course everything hinges on 
that little word ‘if.* With respect to irrigation, in my opinion it is undoubtedly 
the case that where, as on the Sone Canals, rice has taken the place of other 
crops requiring less water or nr>t requiring irrigation at all, there is some 
increase in sickness which wo call in a gcnernl way malarial fever. This 
may be due to a rise in the level of the sub-soil water or to other causes, but 
whatever the cause I believe it to bo a fact that you cannot have a purely 
artificial cultivation of rice on a large scale without some bad effect on health. 

• Tl^is question has been dealt with in Italy, whore canal irrigation has 

been practised for centuries. Legislation restricting rice cultivation goes back 
to 1575, when it was altogether proliibited within certain distances of inhabited 
places. There has been much further legislation, an account of which is given 
in *0010061 Baird Smith’s work on Italian Irrigation. It seems hopeless to find 
any hard-and-fast selution. Colonel Baird Smith wrote: — ‘The agricultural 
proprietors are in direct opposition to the Government. Means are invariably 
found first to evade all the rules the latter may issue and in the end to compel 
the regulating authority to recognise sucli evasions by sanctioning what it bas 
proved incompetent to prevent. The cultivators of rice have, with every new 
law, secured the occupation, as it were, of a new province; and the whole 
history of the progress of the sanitary legislation of iriiiration in Northern 

* Italy has been a record of sucot s-ful encroachment on one side and vain efforts 
at repression on the other.’ As far as I can judge, if we wore to try to restrict 
by law the extent of artificial lieo cultivation in Bihar, cm* experience w'ould be 
much that of Italy. The cultivation is valuable and certain, and the desire for 
gain, which we all share, is stronger than the desire for health when coupled 
with want. In Orissa, where there has been no material change in the nature 
of the cultivation, irrigation does not appear to have had any bad effect on 
health. ^J^'Iie matter of percolation from the canals is one which has received 
attention, but which pcihaps deserves more, and it may be practicable by 
a system of open drains to reduce the water-logtring, of which there is in places 
a certain danger. 1 do not mean to say tliat 1 think that the irrigated tract en 
the Sone Canals is particularly unhoaltliy, but it is right that wo should keep in 
mind the danger# to health which must attend an artificial wot cultivation. 
On the other hand, the canals give a good supply of drinking water, anS 
by some this is held to bo of more importance than drainage in combating 
malaria. Turning to the question of railway and road banks, I here 
challenge the ‘if ’ by a direct negative. I say that there is no general inter- 
ference with the drainage by roads or railways. I do not say that there may 
not bo in some cases local interference. Where there is, it is not a difficult 
matter to put right if specific facts are brought forward ; but a swooping 
indictment that the works of irrigation and railways constructed by the State 
divert and interfere with the natural drainage of the country and the outflow 
of its waters generally, can only be met by contradiction and does little to help 
to do what we all desire, which is to put right such isolated cases as there 
may be of interference with drainage. 

The Hon’blo Member is pleased to describe the Magra Hfit drainage 
scheme as a comparatively small project. Well, Sir, as it provides for the 
drainage of 290 square miles of country and will cost about 20 lakhs, I can- 
not, wliilo welcoming this large-minded view of local works and local respon- 
sibilities, but wonder what sort of drainage scheme would satisfy tho llon’ble 
Member qn the score of extent and cost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri lias said that in last year’s debate on the 
financial statement, I advocated a policy of inaction in dealing witli the Rivers of 
Bengal. He expresses his astonishment, but he is however good enough to sav 
that, as I no doubt said what [ did in a moment of temporary aberration, he will 
not deal too severely with mo. Well, Sir, this is very kind of the Hon’ble 
Member, and I am much obliged to him, but at tho same time I am afraid I must 
gtft te that I adhere to tho views I expressed last year, which were not formed 
in a moment of indiscretion or aberration, but delit>erately and after muc^ 
iooosideration. With your permission, Sir, I will repeat the brief remrks I made 
xm ibis subject last year. 1 said; ‘the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri has drawn 
f^ntion to the necessity for works of sanitary drainage, ^e has paittioa)a|iy 
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drawn attention to the necessity for removing shoals at the heads of dead or 
dying rivers, so as to cauiie the flow from the parent stream to again enter on , 
them. I think, Sir, we are all agreed that this is an ideal to be desired. I am, 
however, afraid that in the vast majority of coses it must remain an ideal. In 
dealing with rivers, such as the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, we are dealing 
with forces of nature on a vast scale. The beds and banks of these rivers are 
of an extremely changeable nature. It is almost impossible, except at an 
enormous outlay, to hold permanently any fixed position. If, owing to the ^ 
action of natural forces which are beyond our control, a parent river chokes up 
the head of one of its branches and opens out another in a different part of. the 
country, we may endeavour to remove the shoal at tlie head, but we have, 

1 think, no guarantee that wo shall be able to prevent that shoal ref owning 
almost at once.’ 

‘‘ Now this deals only with one phase of the treatment of the rivers, viil^'wxth 
attempts to alter the course of nature. Speaking very generally , the position, as I 
conceive it, is much as foll(»w8r The Ganges having done a certain work in the 
formation of that part of its delta in which Calcutta is situated, by means of the 
Bhagirathi or other similar channels, moved further east, and in conjunction 
with the Brahmaputra is now performing a similar work in the direction of 
Chittagong. The consequence is that the original outlet channels from the 
Ganges to the sea situated to the west of the Gorai have more or less closed 
up and only now carry water in the flood season. In the course of time, 
wlien sufficient work has been done in the formation of land at 
of the delta, outlet channels in the west will doubtless again open, ^ednat 
1 said last year and what I say now is that, if we try to altei* the 
course of nature, wo have veiy little idea what the result of our operations 
may be. Take the case of the Bhagirathi. it is of course quite possible 
to excavate a channel in its bed by means of large and expensive dredging 
plant. But what will bo the result? Will this channel remain as we make it ? 
Will it at once close up again and leave us to reopen it every year, or will 
nature accept our load and, taking matters out of our hands, enlarge the channel 
we have started to an extent we never contemplated ? feucli things have, I 
believe, happened in other places. If it does and if the accumulated sand in the 
bed of the Bhagiratlii comes into the Hooghly and into the Fort of Calcutta, and 
if the Bhagirathi brings down more water than that the Hooghly at Calcutta can 
carry, 1 ask what will then happen ? 1 think it is only a very bold or a very 
rash person who will venture on any prediction, 1 therefore say that great 
caution is necessary in attem 2 >ting such a scheme. It is fairly safe to assume 
that, when problems, such as the relief from devastation by flood of the country 
between the Damoodar and the Roopnanain, and such as the reopening of the 
Bhagirathi, which have been considered time after time for many years, 
remain unsolved, it is because they are very difficult if not incapable of satis- 
factory solution. I do not soy, and 1 never have said, that wo should do nothing, 
but I do say that before we start operations wo requir6 to know with some 
precision what it is wo hope to effect. 1 am not usually by any means a pessimist, 
but I think that the question of the improvement of our natural water- 
ways is more difficult than is generally assumed. It is a commonplace to 
talk of the magnificent waterways of Bengal, but this always seems to me 
to be the language of exaggeration. The Ganges is a river with numerous 
shoals with a moving bed and with unstable banks, and for nearly the whole 
of its course without a stone or pebble to build with. Still there is doubtless 
much that can be done if money is spent. The canal from the Bidvadharee to 
the Ho(^bly must, I think, come. Here we know exactly what we want to do, 
and it is a mere question of £ 8. d. Again it is comparatively siuiple to 
dredge through the shoals of the low water channel of the main Ganges, and 
we may have a moderate hope of being able to luaiutain a channel in the dry 
season for inland vessels either in the Bhagirathi or tlic Jellinghee. Such 
measures will be useful for navigation. 1 do not think that they can have the 
good effect on sanitation, which tho Hon’blo Mr. Chaudhuri seems to expeet. 

1 speak subject to correction, but I imagine that at present there is always 
sufficient water in the beds of the Nadia rivers to provide a supply for drinking 
to the people on thair banks, and the drainage of the country will not bo 
affected in any way. 
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‘‘The Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo urgea the importance of cheap transport. I 
may aay that on the Orissa Canals and on the Orissa Coast Canal we have, in tbe 
last few years, materially reduced the rates of toll with satisfactory results on 
the volume of trafBo. We are just about to reduce the rates on the Nadia rivers, 
and I hope before long to ask the Lieutenant-Gt vernor to sanction a 
reduction on the l\Iidnapore Canal. Personally I should like to free the Nadia 
rivers of tolls altogether, but financial considerations require that this should 
be done gradually. The question whether waterways generally should be 
maintained at the cost of the general tax-payer instead of at the cost of that 
section of the community which makes direct use of them is one which is fast 
coming to the front. It is an Imperial question, and there will no doubt be a 
good fight over it. The Railway interest in India is strong and will oppose, 
imd if the general tax-payer realizes that he is asked to pay for facilities of 
transport to be used by others, he will, I have no doubt, object also. 

“ The Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo has suggested that it may bo desirable to 
have a special department for the control and improvement of the livers. I am 
entirely in agreement witli the suggestion. I think that there should bo a 
special corps for this work under the Government of India. The question 
both in its engineering and financial aspects should be viewed from an 
Imperial rather than from a, Provincial standpoint. It is quite impossible 
for the local staff en)ploycd on the ordinary duties of tho Irrigation Depart- 
ment to give proper attention to tho rivers, and our present cadre is too small 
to admit of our detaching officers to make the special inquiries, which are the 
•essential preliminaries of any practical scheme. If I may add a snvall sugges- 
tion on my own account, it is that the river development should romo under 
the Department of Commerce and Industry. I take it that tho Department 
of Revenue and Agriculture is tho right one to deal with irrigation^ which 
is an adjunct to Agriculture, and that the Department of Commerce and 
Industry should deal with all transport problems, whether by land or water, 

** I'he Hon’blo Member has referred’ to two matters connected with the 
Port of Calcutta, with respect to which I have a few words to say. The first 
is witli reference to the Hospital Port dues. I am authorised to say that 
this due has been reduced, with efi’oet from the Ist of the present month, 
from 9 pies person to 6 phs per ton, or by one-third. This will give relief 
to the shipping to the extent of from Rs. 4o,000 to Rs. 50,000 a year, and will 
bring tho receipts approximately into equilibrium with tho expenditure. 

“ The other point is the desirability of a second steam Pilot cruiser. 1 
have only to say that in the Marine Department we consider that the need for 
this has been fully established in order to improve the efficiency of the service. 
At the same time financial considerations may not permit us to order the 
construction of the second cruiser for a little time.” 

The Hon’ble^ Mr. Carlyle said: — “Your Honour, attention has been 
drawn by some Members of this Council to the savings under the head of 
Police, and it has been assumed that the whole of these savings come out 
of the provision of 12 laklis for reforms recomended by the Police Commis- 
sion. As a matter of fact, this is not tho case. In tho first place, nearly 
3 out of the 12 lakhs properly belonged to districts tranaforred to the other 
province but were not taken away by tho Government of India. A saving of 
just over a lakh is due to the fact that no increase of pay has yet been been 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State for the superior cadres consistng of District 
Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents of Police. A little over 
Rs. 75,000 could not be spent owing to increments of pay not being given 
so soon as was estimated in our original forecast. Wc proposed to recruit it 26 
Sub-Inspectors, but we were obliged to do so in two batches, and theso 
batches drew only Rs. 25 against Rs. 60 in our estimate. Finally, there WM 
an average of somewhat over 600 vacancies all tho year round in the rank 
of constables. This gave a saving of Rs. 46,800. The savings out of the special 
grant were unavoidable as we did not receive sanction during the year to 
OToposals which would have enabled us to spend tho greater part of the balance, 
The money that was granted has not lapsed but has been added to the balance 
at the close of the year and will be available for police buildings or 
other purposes connected with the police* The Government oi India 
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has in addition to 9 lakhs, the allotment due to this province as now 
constituted exclusive of the districts transferred to the Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, alloted this year an additional 4 lakhs, or a 
total of 13 lakhs. It is proposed this year to increase the cadre of constables 
by 1,000 at a net cost of Rs. 06,000. It is proposed to add 200 head 
constables to the cadre at Rs. 15 a month each. TJie total cost comes to 
Rs. 36,000. We also propose to increase the cadre of Sub-Inspectors by 100. 
'rhis will cost Rs. 60,000. We propose to add 20 to the cadre of Inspectors. 
This will cost approxmately Us. 36,000. The pay of sergeants has been 
revised, and the cost of the revibion of their pay will come to^ a little over 
Rs. 7,500. All coiihtables will get an increase of Re. 1 to their pay in fir^ 
class dislriclfl, 1,041 men have already got it and the balance are to get it 
this year. In the Criminal Intelligence department, Inspectors, Sub-Inspectmw, 
head oonHtabli H and constables are to receive an allowance of Rs. 60, 30,*^, 
and Rs. 3 respectively. The cost is Rs. 16,920. A number of officers are 
to receive grade promotion at a cost of Rs. 21,600. It is proposed to add 
4 officers to the cadre of District Superintendents, to create a grade on 
Rs. 1,200, and to abolish the Rs. 600 grade, making the miniamm pay of the 
District Supoiintendonts Rs. 700. This will cost Bs. 91,800. A grade on 
Rs. 600 will be created for Assistant Superintendents. This, with the re- 
distribution among other grades, will cost nearly Rs. 34,500. 

I am glad to be able to inform the Council that wo havo just received 
sanction from the Oovorumeiit of India to one of perhaps tho most im^rtant 
recommended by tlie Police Commission, viz., the appointment of Deputy 
Superintondentfl of Police. We have got sanction for the immediate appoint- 
ment of 8 Deputy Superintendents; 4 of those men will be recruited from the 
ranks of Inspectors, while 4 men will bo appointed from outsiders, either from 
the ranks of men now in Qovernmont service as Sub-Deputy Collectors and 
Deputy Collectors, or from mon who have oB yet held no Government appoint- 
XQont. This will cost about Rs. 22,500. 

<<In Calcutta, tho changes made in connection with the rooommendationt 
of the Police Commission have been us follows ; — 

“Tlie minimum pay of all Indian constables has been raised from Rs. 8 to 
Rs, 10, and an increment of Re. 1 has been allowed to all men who have drawn 
salaries not excooiiing Rs. 11 for three years. 1’he minimum pay of head- 
constables has been raised from Rs. 12 to Rs. 17-8. Inspectors and Sub- 
Inspectors ai -0 now given a conveyance allowance. 

“ Under Bengal Act VI of 190.5, the Superannuation Funds have been 
closed and no cuttings are now made from tho pay of police-officers towards 
tho it ponsioijs. 


‘‘Some additions havo boon made to the Suburban thana force and to 
the Detective Depurtmont, and tho number of Europeai\ Sergeants has been 
largely increased. A good many now head constables are also to be ap- 
pointed. An Inspector from another province has been brought into the 
Detective Department. Tliis a matter of some importance in consequence of 
the number of foreigners in this city ; and in course of time other Inspector* 
will bo added to the Detective Department to enable us to deal more readily 
with criminals coming from other parts of India. 

“ During 190.5-06, over Rs. 13,000 was added to recurring expenditure 
under the above heads. Tho increase of recurring expenditure will come this 
year to about Rs. 1 42,000, as tho expenditure will havo to be incurred for 
the whole year and not for a few months only. ^ 

“I desire to draw the special ottontion of tho Council to the development 
during 1905-06, of the Provincial Criminal Investigation Department, the 
establishment of Constables* Training Schools, and the very successful 
results of the now system of appointing Sub -Inspectors, As regards the 
Criminal Investigation Department, it ims been in existence in embryo for 
some time past, but there has been a great development during the past 
As a third Deputy Inspector-General has not yet been sanction^, 
.Ejgnrett, Deputy liwpeotor-General of Police, was placed oe speoial 
oonneotioQ with the Department. It has dealt with gan^whiem^^ 
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kbownio have ocmnniiM 327 daooities, 2 robberies, and 211 oaaes of housoi 
breaking with theft not traced ontil these gangs were run down, in addition 
to these, it has dealt with a ^ng of buglars, a robbe^ with murder bjr up* 
country Banpars, and a veiy important forgery case. It is probably the most 
importent and roost snooeseful prosecution in the case of forgery of promis- 
sory notes that has yet taken place in Bengal 

“ The development of this department has been extraordinarily rapid and 
every day brings forward additional evidence that the limits of its activity 
are not likely to be reached for many years to oome. We have at last 
mek the organised efforts of criminals by organised police methods, and 1 hope 
that organised crime will now cease to make headway. 

As regards constables* schools, it is the first serious attempt that has been 
made to give the rank and file of the police some training in their duties 
before they are turned loose on the pubhc. The results this year have been 
very successful and give great promise for the future. The schools turned 
out a well set up and well drilled body of men who appeared to know some- 
thing of the work expected from them. Ultimately, it is proposed to have 
t^e^ such schools, one for Bengalee speaking districts, one for Hindi-speaking 
districts, and a third at Ranchi which will also be attended by Uriya-speaking 
recruits. 

, ** As regards the system of selecting Sub-Inspectors, the result so far has 

been completely to justify the departure from the old system. The last 
batch of recruits included one m.a. and b.l., 27 B.A.*g, 3 of whom were b.l.’s, 86 
p.A.*8, and 108 men who have passed the Entrance examination. At the final 
examination only 12 cadets out of 263 failed to qualify. 

** It appears to me that the results already obtained show that we may 
expect in future very much better educated candiuates of higher social position 
for the appointment of Sub-Inspectors. 

‘‘As regards the Agricultural Department, the first point to notice is that 
the Secretary of State has sanctioned the separation of this Department from 
that of Land Records by the appointment of a separate Director. Mr. Oldham, 
who was for several months on special duty in connection with the Depart- 
ment, has been apjiointed Director since the 3rd of April, 

“ The expenditure during the year comes to over Rs, 4,69,000, or Rs. 20,000 
more than the revised estimate. About 2 lakhs of this sum has been spent on 
acquiring land for the Agricultural College and Farm near Bhagalpur and for the 
Experimental Farms at Ranchi and Bankipore. At present, there are 4 Experi- 
nmntal Forms of some ^importance in Bengal, viz,, those at Burdwan, Hotwa, 
Dumroon, and Cuttack* The three former are maintained at the expense of 
the Burdwan, Hatwa, and Dumraon Estates respectively. The Burdwan 
Farm has made very successful experiments with bone meal and it is also 
experimenting in cotton and jute. The Hatwa Farm will devote great 
attention to trying to improve the local breed of cattle. In Dumraon some 
of the most important experiments relate to wheat. Experiments so far not very 
smccessful have also been made with cotton. This Government has given 
Rs. 50,000 for experiments in indigo carried on at Sirsa. These experi- 
ments appear to demonstrate the great superiority of Java indigo over all 
other kinds and to give prospects of the successful competition of natural 
indigo against the synthetic article. This Government has also given grants 
for jute and for silk experiments. The grant to the Silk Committee has been 
raised thi^ year from Rs. 6,000 to Rs. 16,000, and over Rs. 10,000 is being 
spent also on tusser experiments. 

“ Another important departure is the despatch of students to foreign coun- 
tnes. The actual expenditure for the year, 1905-06 is Rs. 14,925, on account 
ox four students. Two more students are to be sent this year and the expen- 
diture will be considerably higher. 

“Every effort will be made this year to push on the building of the 
Agricultural College near Bhagalpur to develop the farm in connoctloii with 
the Agrkulfcural College and to start the experimental farms at Ranchi and 
Bankipore. Rupees 25,000 has been allotted for assistance to agricultural also- 
dations which ahcmld at present do some of the work, later on to done by 
demonetrattiye fanns. The* Secretary of State has so far (mlj sanotioiied iUif 
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nppointment of three experts to the Aj^icultural Ccllege, but it is hoped that 
before the year is over, he will sanction the appointment of other experts. 

** The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin refers to Mr. Baker’s Financial 
Statement, in which he remarks: — 

‘ Tho airangemont at which we desire to aim that no local oeeses should he imposed on 
land supplemental to the land-ievenue proper except such as are left by or on behalf of local 
authorities for expenditure by them on genuine local objects.’ 

*‘The Hon’ble Member seems to think that, on the principles thus laid 
down, the abolition of the cliaukidari tax is shortly to be hoped for. Here 
I must join issue. I should be glad to see the day on which the Govern- 
ment of India could supplement .our fuuds to such an extent as to permit the 
abolition of the chaukidari tax, but it appears to me to be strictly a local cess 
levied by local authorities for expenditure on genuinely local objects. 

*^The Hon’blo Member also asks Government to consider the advisabillity 
of introducing the provisions of a summary procedure for the recovery of 
rents. The llon’ble Member is no doubt aware that the question of amending 
the Tenancy Act is under consideration and that the Bill to amend the Act 
has been submitted to the Government of India. 1 cannot now state the 
provisions of the Bill, but if it is passed, 1 hope it will facilitate the 
collection by zamiodars of undisputed rents. 

“ As regards the separation of the Patna Division, it is proposed to form 
one Commissioriership north of the river with its head-quarters at Muzaffarpur. 
The other Division will consist of the Patna, Gaya, and Shahabad districts, with 
its head-quarters at Bankipore. 

“The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu in the course of his speech has 
again ]jre88ed on our attention the claims of the Sub-Deputy Magistrates to 
higher initial pay. One of his arguments is that Inspectors of Police and 
Excise who prosecute criminal cases before them, sometimes draw higher pay 
than the Magistrates who are trying the cases. I notice that another gentle- 
man, the Uon’ble Mr. Shurfuddin, lias spoken in the same strain of the unduly 
low pay of Munsifs as well as of Sub-Deputy Collectors. It does not appear to 
be generally known that so far from the scale of pay of gazetted officers of the 
Provincial Services and Subordinate Executive Services being extraordinarily 
low in this country, it is on the contrary high, as compared with most 
countries. This is well known, however, to all who are acquainted with the 
pay of Government officials in such countries ns France and Italy. Unfortu- 
nately, 1 have only boon able to get a few figures, but those that I have been 
able to obtain are suggestive. An Inspector-General in the office of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Italy gets Rs. 5,400 a year, a Director of 
Division of the first class gets Ks. 4,200 a year, a Director of the 2nd clasa 
gets Rs. 3,600 a year. A Secretary of tho Ist class gets Rs. 2,400 a year ; 
one of tho second class, gets Rs. 2,100 a year; one of the third class, gets 
Rs. 1,800. A Vice-Secretary gets Rs. 1,500 a year. ’ Now, Italy is not an 
expensive country to live in but it certainly cannot be contended that it is less 
expensive than India for an Indian. 1 have given in tho above figures a 
statement for officials in the first class in the Foreign Office. In the third 
class, salaries go down as low as Rs. 900 a year, or Rs. 75 a mouth. These 
officials are not men who are “ failed Entrance” or “ failed F, A” or “ failed 
B. A,” They have mostly gone through a very long and a very severe 
University course and have passed a stiff examination at the end of it. The 
Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu places his appeal on the ground that higher 
pay is necessary to prevent corruption. 1 think better of the service than he 
does. All members of tho service have now the prospect of rising to at least 
Rs. 250, and any who do well may expect promotion to the Provincial Service, 
It is only in their earliest years they draw the minimum pay of Rs, 100. 

“ As regards tho Hon’blo Mr. Nimmo’s speech, the quesiiou of River Police 
is still under consideration. The officer who was on special duty in this connec- 
tion last year liad to bo recalled to work in the United Provinces before he 
could complete his scheme. His services have again been asked for, and 1 hope 
it will be possible soon to deal with the matter. The final report on this 
subject may indicate the possibility of doing something immediately in the way 
of de^ng with traffic on the water-routes. 1 agree with the Hon’ble Mr. Inglls 
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(fiat probably the eontrol of waterways should be under a special, possibly an 
Imperial, authority, 

I am gratfied to find that the Hon^ble Member attaches such importance, 
to the reorganisation of the Agricultural Department. I agree with him that 
here we may hope, in time, for improvements of the greatest consequence to 
the prosperity of the province and the well being of the poorer classes. 

“As regards jute, the question of adulteration is one of great importance, 
but also one of great complexity, and tiiis Government is awaiting the report 
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce before taking any steps in the matter. 

' • “ The Hon’ble Member also suggests that we should take action with regard 

to our fisheries on the same lines as those adopted in Madras. 1 may explain 
that this matter has not been lost sight of ; it was at first proposed to await the 
result of the investigations now being carried on in Madras. As, however, 
it r&ay be some years before a final report is submitted, it has been decided 
not to await this but to make independent inquries. 

“ The question of establishing an aquaruim in connection with the Zoolo- 
gical Gardens will bo considered. 

“I congratulate the Hon^ble Babu Jogeiidra Nath Mukorjee on the modera- 
tion with which he has addressed the Oouucil. His speech is one evidently 
intended for consideration by the Council and by Government, and not merely 
» for the outside public. I have already explained the failure to spend the 
full police grant, and 1 have dealt with the question of the pay of Sub- Deputy 
Collectors in connection with the speech of the Hon’ble Babu Bhupondra 
Nath Basu. 

Turning now to the speech of the Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, I 
would notice a suggestion he makes as to the disjmsnl of undrawn sums of 
money, the accumulation of landlords’ foes under sections 13 and 15 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act 1 have no doubt that after the Bengal Tenancy Act 
Bill has become law, it will be possible and right for the Board of Revenue to 
issue a notice to landlords requiring them to withdraw the deposits within a 
certain time, hut Government cannot at present bind itself as to the disposal 
of the money which may thereafter lapse to its possession. 

‘‘As regards the Hon’ble Members suggestion that the number of Govern- 
ment klias iriahals be increased by a larger urea being brought mider cultiva- 
tion in the Sundarbans and in other districts, money at present is being allot- 
ted for this purpose, but the whole matter will have to be very carefully con- 
sidered. Progress must, in the first instance, bo slow, as a great many very 
difficult questions will arise in connection with this settlement. One, not the 
least serious, is the question of the effiect of bunding up reclaimed lands on the 
course of rivers flowing past them. 

“ As regards his remarks on the failure of crops, they have not, on the 
whole, been very satisfactory, but there has been no such failure as to warrant 
any expectation that ^here will be any necessity for other districts te provide foe 
distress froln local furids. The situation will, of course, bo carefully watched 
but at present, I see no reason for alarm. ^ 

“With regard to the speech of the Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali 
Mirza, the only point I need notice is his reference to the chaukidari tax. I 
have dealt with this before. I would only remark here that the reduction of 
the tax cannot be effected by Government very easily. The pay of chauki- 
dars for the province come to about Rs. 50,00,000 a year. 

“ The ricMi’ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri objects to Government paying for the 
housing of its officials. His ciiticisms are to a certain extent based on imper- 
fect information as to the scheme before Government. It is only propos^ 
to build residences for officials who live permanently in Calcutta, and officialB 
drawing over a certain pay, such as myself, are not included in the scheme. 

I believe that there can be no more legitimate way of spending money than 
in ensuring that its officials are proj^erly housed at reasonable rates. Gov- 
ernment has to pay heavily for its officers, and it is very expensive economy 
if they are unable to live in healthy houses. At present Calcutta rates, thw 
is impossible for any except men on high pay. 

“ As regards the division of Midnaporo, the project is one which I consider 
to be of great urgency. No Collector, however pod an officer, can really do 
there all the work that a Collector should do. The difficulty has eiisM for 
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many years, and, with the growing complexity of Administration in Bengal, ii 
is getting more and more impossible for one officer to manage the whole 
district. 

^'With reference to the Hon’ble Member's remarks regarding Police 
Reform, 1 have no intention of following him into the question of the separa- 
tion of the Judicial and the Executive; this is not the time and place; I have 
merely to say this, that even if the separation were to be effected, I do not think 
a pice could or ought to be saved from the expenditure it is now proposed to 
incur on the police. We want better constables, we want better head-cons* 
tables, we want better Sub-Inspectors, and we want more men for the ever- 
growing task of coping with the improved methods of criminal organisation 
which have come in with our railways. 

** The Hon^ble Babu Ambika Oharan Mazumdar has entered into a long 
criticism of the budget. His remarks would be interesting, and might bo 
valuable if he had grasped the ffgures he was dealing with. 1 do not propose 
to discuss these criticisms, as they mainly concern my Hon’ble colleague, 
the Financial Secretary. 1 will only deal with one point which does concern me 
as the Revenue Secretary dealing with the administration of the Land-revenue 
of this Province. The Hon’ble Member tells us that, in land-revenue, there 
is an increase in the estimate of 53 lakhs, and this he describes as an over- 
estimate. I think it is a pity that, before offering such remarks to the Council, 
the Hon’ble Member did not seek for some assistance in the elementary 
principles of reading a budget. Apparently, he has overlooked the fact that, 
except where figures are expressly shown as pertaining to Eastern Bengal, the 
figures in Appendix A include only the figures of the districts belonging to this 
Province. The gross land-revenue has thus risen only from Rs. 2,87,82,000 in 
1904 05 to Rs. 2,93,61,000 in 1906-07, an increase of less than Rs. 6,00,000. 
It is quite true that the share of the districts constituting this Province has 
increased from Rs. 1,23,10,000 to Rs. 1,70,61,000, but this is due to the fact 
that the whole of the collections from Government estates have now been made 
Provincial, and that, of the remainder, this Province gets a half instead of a 
quarter as before the new settlement. 

** Another extraordinary misconception on the part of the Hon’ble Babu 
Ambika Charan Mazumdar is the idea that high Budget estimates involve an 
increased demand upon those entrusted with the levying and collecting of 
revenues in districts. Most District Officers, and, I tnink, 99 per cent, of 
Deputy Collectors, never even look at the Budget and if they did so, would gain 
no knowledge from it as to their own districts, as the Budget figures show 
estimates for the whole province, not district by district. All that the District 
Officer or Deputy Collector has as a rule in his hands is the average uf three 
years’ actual reoeiptn and expenditure under various beads. This he submits at 
intervals to the Accountant-General, with an estimate of probable receipts and 
expenditure, but it has nothing to do with the Budget. 

sympathise with the Hon’ble Member in his disappointment at the 
failure to spend the full sums for various repairs allotted. As regards the Police, 
1 explainea the failure to spend the 7 lakhs when dealing with that department. 
As regards Deputy Collectors, our proposals for an increase of the cadre went 
up to the Government of India sometime ago and have now been sent to the 
Secretary of State so that we may expect early orders. 

As regards agricultural improvements, the Hou’ble Babu Ambika Oharan 
Mazumdar has shown his usual inability to understand the Budget. 1 have 
dealt before with tho work of the Agricultural Department. All I would 
notice here is that, under the head of Scientific and Mining Departments, the 
Hon’ble Member will find that 4 lakhs has been provided for experimental 
cultivation. 

** Tho Hon’ble Member refers to a circular, generally known by my name, 
which he alleges takes away the independence of Ju^es, and subordinates 
the Judicial to the Executive Officers. 1 doubt whether the Hon’ble Member 
has read it from the terms iu which he describes it. If he will again read it 
through, he will see that there il no subordination of the Judicial to the 
i^QCutive as regards judicial work and the circular only lays down tliat the 
iSEior offiowof a division is where each diffiooHies occur to try to settle mattasi 
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which must othei-wise be brought to the notice of tlie Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province. 

The last suggestion of the Hou’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar 
which I will notice is the reduction of a Secretary in the Hengal Secretariat. 
He suggests that the Revenue Department should be amalgamated with the* 
Board of lieveinie or the Board of Revenue with the Secretariat — I am not 
quite sure which — and a saving effected in tltt interest of economy. It is impos- 
sible at preH(‘nt to tell exactly the effect of the Partition in diminishing work. 
Besides diminution of work owing to the Partition new methods 

of work have also been introduced by which a groat deal of the 
former duplication of work between the Board of Revenue and tlio Secretariat 
is ^voided. On the other hand, there are great developments in various direc- 
tions. The .Agricultural Department will soon add much to the work, Agricul- 
tural Banks will, I hope, develop rapidly, the Settlement Department is now 
doing some of the work formerly done by the Survey Department, and last, 
but not least, proj)08ftls for legislation regarding the continuous maintenance of 
records in Orissa will shortly be submitted for consideration by the Government 
of India. All these items, and especially the last, will add greatly to revenue 
work. I think it is quite possible that it may prove ultimately unnocessarjr 
to have three Secretaries, viz., one in the Revenue Department of this 
Government and two in the Board of Revenue, but the amalgamation, when 
it takes place, cannot, I tliink, take the direction of abolishing a Secretary to 
the Revenue Department. The possibility, however, of reducing establish- 
ment in this connection will not be lost sight of. 

“Your Honour — Some of the llou’blo Members who have addressed the 
Council to-day have travelled considerably oiftside the Budget. Government 
has no ground to object to this as the Budget Debate is the one great oppor- 
tunity for non-official Members of the Council to state grievances and to make 
suggestions. Whether some of the Members of this Council have not travelled 
somewhat beyond the legitimate bounds of discussion to-day is not for mo 
to say. ^ 

“ 1 do not propose to follow the Ilon’hle gentlemen who have spoken at 
some length about the Partition, J believe that the Partition was desirable 
and that in the end both provinces will gain from it. The Hon’ hie Members 
who are so strongly against the Partition are of a different opinion, and we 
would not come to an agreement, however long we discussed tJm matter. 
There arc, however, some noints in tlieir peeches which should not, I think, 
be left unnoticed. The Hon’ble Babu Bhupondra Nath Basu and the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. Cliaudhuri have suggested that the Government of this Province pro- 
poses to submit the education of this country to police control, Wc are told 
that a circular lately issued by the Director of Public Instruction place.s the 
control of the education of the country practically in the hands of the District 
Magistrate, We are told by the Hon’bhi Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu that so 
closely is the District Magistrate connected with the Police that he is looked 
upon with the same loathing, he also suggests that the District Magistrate will 
rely on the District Superintendent, that the District Superintendent will rely 
on the daroga— -iho Hon’ble Member does not complete the chain, but I 
presume he wishes to suggest that the village chaukidar will be the foundation 
of our authority over the schools, and that the reisult will bo that people will 
remove their children from all State or aided schools, and thut the education of 
their children in the primary stages at least will be entirely in their own 
hands. Your Honour, I do not share the apprehensions of the Hoii’ble Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu. I can scarcely believe he has read the circular he 
refers to, I have for many years been a District Magistrate and it was 
not my experience that people looked upon mo as merely a glorified 
police-officer, who, if approached at all, was merely to be approached with a 
view to propitiation. It is absurd to contend that there are no matters in 
connection with school education in which District Magistrates cannot be 
of help. 

“As 1 am dealing with this matter, 1 will go on to touch on the statenaent 
of the Hon'ble Mr. Gl^udhuri that there has been altogether too much meddling 
ol the Police with boys. Gentlemen who, 1 'suppose, consider ^exnselves 
|NitriotS| have made cowardly and mischievous use of school-boys and raw 
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young men by using them as their agency to prevent by illegal means harmless 
citi/.ens from buying what they please. These mischievous agitators have done 
the talking, the action which might embroil them with the law, they have left 
to young men of tender years or even to school-boys, encouraged in too many 
cases by their teachers who should have been the last to permit lawlessness 
among the boys entrusted to their care. So far is it from bein^ the case that 
Government has dealt hardly with these youthful culprits, it was only when 
reports from many districts showealhe wide extent of the mischief that was 
occurring and the liarassment and oppression to innocent purchasers that 
Government took any action, and I would challenge the Hon’ble gentle- 
men to point to any other country where action when taken, would have been 
so mild and uiioppressive. The total number of persons so far sentenced 
to imprisonment in cases arising out of the Partition agitation comes to exaeSfc- 
ly two, and the sentences of imprisonment were one day and one month 
respectively. 

“I cannot also leave unnoticed the remarks made by the flon’ble Babu 
Bhupeiidra Nath Basu regarding the closing of the College Square to the 
public on the occasion of the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
to the Senate House. Any person not present on the occasion would imagine 
from the Hoii’blc Member’s remarks that not only College Square but' all 
the streets leading to it wore the silent and desolate aspect of an African 
desert. Members of tlie Council know how far this is from being the truth. 
The streets wore crowded and Government desired that the streets should be 
crowded. Police woro posted in the streets, but is there any country in 
tho world where it is unnecessary to post police on the occasion of an 
enormous congress of })eof)le? As regards College Square, surely the 
llon’blo Babu Jihupendra Nath B^su knows that it was with tho greatest reluc- 
tance that it was closed to the public, and that the decision to close it was 
finally arrived at been use an influential and prominent instigator of the more 
objectionable featuies of the boycotting movement had suggested that the place 
should be filled witli a crowd of Fchool-boys and young men shouting Bande 
Mataram, Goveriiniont was not entitled to expose His Roya,] Highness to the 
risk of insult by a crowd of callow youths collected and posted in College 
S(iuare under such guidance. 

And now leaving aside questions connected with the Partition and tho 
agitation, it is the duty of all Government officers to do what they can to 
promote a healtliior state of feeling in future, and 1 would ask the Indian Mem- 
Dcrs of this Council who have attacked the Partitixm with so much bitterness to 
ask themsolvos whether the three appointments lately gazetted affecting the 
Bench, the Bar, and the University indicate ar hostile or unsympathetic position 
towards the educated Indians on the part of the rulers of this province or of 
the Government of India. Docs any one doubt in his heart of hearts that true 
Swadei^hi has a warm friend in the Provincial and Imperial Governments ? 
For one I look forward with great hope to the future. As regards industries, 
hand-looms may prove a success, I somewhat doubt it, but there appears to 
me to bo tho promise, in a few years, of a great development of the mineral 
resources and, therefore, of the at present latent wealth of Bengal. I also trust 
that, before many years are over, the Agricultural Department will have 
become one of the most important in this country and will have contributed 
in largo measure to the well-boiug of the population whose interests should be 
and, X believe, arc close to tho hearts of all tho Members of this Council even 
if we do not always agree as to the best means of securing their happiness.” 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Slacke 8aid:~“l will now. Sir, make some comments 
with regard to certain remarks that have been made regarding excise, income- 
tax and ministerial officers. 

“Tho llon’blo Babu Jagendra Nath Mukherjee maintains that as regards 
Excise, Govennnent should not raise from that source any revenue which has 
the result of directly or indirectly encouraging the consumption of stimulants. 

P This, so far as I understand the matter, is one of the principles by which 
Government has for long been guided. 

From the experience I have had of the Excise Department, I cannot 
see justification i9r assuming, as the Hon’ble Member appears to he inclined 
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^ to do, that the increase in the Excise- re renue arises from action stimulating; 
the consumption of intoxicants. 

‘‘The main causes for the increase in the revenue are the greater prosperity 
of the wage-earning portion of the community, the more effective control 
of the liquor trade under the contract system and tiio increase in the duty 
levied on ganja» 

^ ^ “The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar has, when commenting on 

excise, remarked that an excess provision of nearly 3 lakhs over the estimate 
of the last Budget for undivided Bengal has been provided, and he complains 
about me overassessraent of the excise-revenue. 

• “ As regards the first of these two matters, the Hon^ble Member appears 
to have overlooked the fact that in 1905-06 but seven -sixteenths was the 
Provincial share instead of eight-sixteenths as in the current year. Had the 
Provincial share been in 1905-06 what it is now, the sanctioned estimate under 
Excise then would have been nearly eleven lakhs higher than it was and 
the estimate for the present year instead of being nearly 3 lakhs higher than 
that for the whole Province for 1905-06, would have been slightly over 8 lakhs 
less. 

“ As to what the Hon’ble Member has said about the overassossment of 
the excise- revenue, it appears to me that he has not made allowance for the 
fact that it is not compulsory on licensees to take out licenses, and consequently 
there can be no question of overassessment injurious to the real interest of the 
public. 

“ In so far as the comments of the Ilon’ble Member refer to the estimates 
being excessive, 1 would mention that the results of the excise settlements just 
concluded give no support to that view. 

“ The same Hon’blo Member has asked ta be informed how the contract 
distillery system, which was introduced last year, has worked and bow far it 
has proved to be an imj)rovement upon the central distillery system. 

‘' The contract distillery system has worked well save in what was the out- 
still area of the Miduapore district, whore much illicit manufacture of pachwai 
has been going on, since the illicit liquor supplied is not so much aj)preciated by 
the people as that which they formerly obtained and which was tlio product of 
the native pot still. The people like the sj'^stem as they know exactly what 
they are entitled to get, but the bulk of the consumers prefer the old kind of 
apirit. 

“As to bow far the system has proved to be an improvement upon the 
central distillery system, tho following are the facts which have been noticed. 
As already mentioned, the people like the system better than what formerly 
prevailed. The system enables Government to regulate the quality of the 
liquor supplied, and by cheapening the initial cost of production it affords 
Government, a moans for levying a higher rate of duty, as the wholesale 
price is fixed, and thereby diverting to the public revenues what previ- 
ously had been intercepted by middlemen. 

“ I cannot agree with the Hon’ble Mr. Shurfuddin that amongst the 
Excise staff any general laxity of the rules laid down by the Board prevails. 
As to the settlements being effected without regard to the provision that revenue 
is always to be subject to public welfare, it may be that in the past some 
Deputy Collectors had been overzealous, but this is not likely to occur in the 
future since Collectors now personally (conduct such settlements. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mookerjee in connection witii the 
Income-tax appears to consider that the framers of the Budget should ignore 
the growth of trade, lest overzealous officers should be induced to overlook the 
real facts in their anxiety to increase the revenue up to the expectations of 
Government. 

“ The principle thus advocated is not one which could commend itself, I 
imagine, to any Government, the solution being found in the checks imposed ou 
aisessing officers. This is a matter which the Board has always in view ; and 
apart from the safeguard provided by the system of appeals, District Qfficert 
have been required to submit certain statistics with their periodical reports to 
enable the Board to keep a check on the inclusion of those who were in the 
exempted grades. 
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“ The suggestion of the Hon’ble Mr. Shurfuddin that in assessing the 
professions a margin for cost of establisliment should be allowed will be consi- 
dered, and I would bo glad if the flon’ble Member would give mo his views on 
this matter more fullj^. 

“1 would now, Sir, refer to the remarks made by the Hou’ble Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar with reference to the salaries of Ministerial officers. The 
Hon’ble Member com plains that the subject yet suffers from indefinite post- 
ponement, and that tno provision made in the Budget for the purpose has 
dwindled from 4 laklis to Rs. 1,50,000. Both these assertions are not in 
accord with the facts. The Hon’ble Member has either forgotten oF is in 
ignorance of the fact that last year His Honour appointed a Committee ■ to 
deal with the matter. That Committee, of which I am the President, hopes 
to submit its report very shortly, and it will indicate how the sum provided 
by Government should be distributed. 

“ Pending the issue of orders on this ropoid and in order to lessen the in- 
convenience which the Ministerial staff wore experiencing, His Honour was 
pleased in November last to sanction certain temporary increases of pay which 
will, it is estimated, amount to H lakhs for the past year. 

I was much astonished to hear the Hon’ble Member assert that the sum 
provided for the purpose in the current Budget has dwindled to Ks. 1,50,000, 
as I verbally, before the business of this council began, pointed out to him the 
error into which he had fallen. The Hon’ble Member has omitted to notice 
that for this purpose a sum of Rs. 2,30 000 has been provided under Land- 
revenue and Rs. 2,17,000 under Courts of Law, besides Rs. 20,000 under Com- 
missioner’s establishments, so that in all, Rs. 4,67,000 have been allotted in the 
Budget for 100r».07 for increasing the salaries of ministerial officers, and I am 
at a loss to understand the system of arithmetic by which this amount can be 
called lakhs.” 

Ihe Hou’blo Mu. Suiuktes said ‘'Your Honouk-I must give my sincere 
thanks to the Membe^rs of the Council for the courteous manner in which they 
have referred to whatever personal share 1 had. in the preparation of the 
Financial Statement and the Budget which wo are now discussing. The best 
return 1 can make is to endeavour to clear away the difiicultics which some of 
the Hon’blo Members have experienced in understandirif* our financial position. 
That position is, as J pointed out wlien laying the Budget on the table an 
unusual one, and it is not surprising that misconceptions have arisen; while on 
the other hand the very fact that the position was unusual made it difficult for 
me to foresee the points on which explanatiun would bo required. 

“ 'The most strenuous financial criticism of tl.c Budget lias come from 
the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. Ho has, however, misconceived 
the nature of the now financial settlement which is the basis of the Budget 
before us. That settlement was not made by dividing between Bengal and 
Eastern Bengal, the revenue previously common to both. Jt migjit have been 
but was not, so made. Wbat the Government of India did was to make an 
entirely fresh estimate of the necessary <*xpendituro of the districts retained 
under the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal; and they thou made over revenues 
equal to that expenditure. As the calculation was made in a liberal spirit 
and as a larger share of expanding revenue was given to us the new 
settlement is, as I stated in my opening speech, much more favourable to us 
than the old one, and it lias not, therefore, been a source of fimnieial'embarrass- 
ment to tliis Government. Moreover, there has been no adjustment between 
Bengal and East Bengal, of the financial liabilities of the two Provinces : 
and, therefore, no attempt has been mad© in the Financial statement to explain 
any such adjustment. ^ 

“The Hon’ble Member next procieds to compare our present revenue 
and expenditure with the revenue and expenditure which we had before the 
separation of East Bengal, and is astonished at tho result. The figures he 
gives are correctly quoted and periiaps his astonishment at our finances being 
BO littVe affected is excusable. explanation is that the new settlement 

is ^ very liberal one, that the year has been a prosperous one, so that there 
lias been a considerable expansion of revenue, and that the revenue from, end 
the expenditure on, Eimt Bengal have hitherto been both comparatively 
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Bmall. Under the new settlement we get one-half instead of one-fourth 
of land-revenue, and this change accounts for the increase under that head . 
So we now get one-half instead of one-fourth of assessed taxes. The 
explanation of the conundrum about the Excise-revenue which has puzzled 
the Hon’ble Member is that the Excise-revenue of East Bengal was not 
one-third, but rather less than one-sixth of the Excise revenue of the 
undivided Province. 

“The hon’ble gentleman professes himself unable to understand why 
thhre should be any normal expansion of revenue, and repeatedly refers to what 
he calls over-assessments. He says that an over-estimate of its revenues by 
Government necessarily implies an increased demand upon those who are 
entrusted with the levying and collection of such revenues, and that experi- 
ence has shown that such over-estimates have invariably been followed by 
over-assessments. These statements imply a grave reflection upon the Govern- 
ment and its officers, but I need scarcely say that there is no foundation for 
them whatsoever. In le^l language they have been made without due care and 
caution. The Hon’ble Member cites the expansion of the Exciso-rovenue, but a 
little knowledge of the actual working of the administration would have shown 
him that there is no opening for such malign influence as he imagines. The 
revenue is derived partly from license fees and partly from duty such as still- 
head duty, or yanya duty, which is exactly proportionate to the consumption. 
The license fees, however, are fixed by auction in the months of February and 
March before the estimates of the following year are known to the local officers, 
and it is not in the power of those officers to affect the remainder of the 
revenue which is in exact proportion to consumption. 

‘‘The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukorjoo has made a similar all^a* 
tion with special reference to assessed taxes. He is equally mistaken. The 
local officers in the ordinary course of their work never consider and do not 
even know what the Government estimates for their district are. The first 
consolidated estimate under any head for the whole Province is repeatedly 
altered before the close of the year in the light of later information, and the 
figure finally a(k)ptcd may be much greater or less than the original. But no 
attempt is made to split up the total finally adopted into figures for each 
district, and the local officers do not know whether the estimates sent in by 
them have been accepted or enhanced or reduced. If they use a standard at all 
to know how their work is getting on, they compare their work with that which 
they themselves did in the previous year. As a matter of fact, the estimates 
being cautiously framed rro usually considerably less than the receipts, so that 
if Government officers were influenced by the budget estimates at all, the 
influence would be in the direction of making them keep down rather than of 
making them enhance the receipts. 

“ 1 JK)W come to deal with the ever recurring question of water-supply. 
During the last ten years the matter has been so frequently inquired into and 
has been so frequently reported on, that no reasonable doubt exists as to what 
the actual facts are. Throughout nearly the whole of the Province there is a 
fairly good supply of good drinking water : although no doubt in most places 
the supply is capable of improvement. In most of the remaining areas there is 
a supply of water, but it is not good water. There is no doubt also that the 
remedy chiefly required is the reservation for the purpose of drinking only of 
selected, sources of water-supply. New tanks or wells are rarely necessary and 
not much expenditure is called for. These being the facts the question is whose 
duty is it to take action in the matter ? The Government has done its part by 
issuing innumerable circulars on the subject, by offering to contribute towartw 
any expenditure and by placing resources at the disposal of District Boards. 
The District Boards, however, do not appear to regard the matter as one of 
urgency and importance and are not keenly interested in it. In these circum- 
stances it seems to me that the Hon’ble Members who wish to agitate on this 
subject should do so not in this Chamber, but in tho villages concerned and in 
the District Boards with whom the power lies. That, however, is not their 
opinion. They wish that Government should take a big stick and should go 
and make those District Boards spend their money on water-supply. Now I 
would ask the Hon’ble gentlemen themselves, is not their ide9 of Local Self- 
Government a very stn^ge one ? 
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‘‘Tlie cane of malaria stands on a diftorent footing, for in repaid to it 
tlino can be no doubt of the reality and inagaitudo of the evil. I’bo subject 
IK oi](; that has always engaged the attention of Government. A Commission 
wan appointed to inquire into it in I<Sb4, and another in 18^1. A third 
CommiHHion under the fu-eRideney of Sir Henry Cotton, inquired into the 
ju'ovulema* of inalariM in ShalMl)ad in 1888; atid inquirh^s have also been made 
by special oflietirs, the most ret^ont being by Major Kogtirs in Dlnajpur. Nor 
is it lair to say that tho sole amount provi<l«d in the Budget is the special sum 
of lis. 20,000. Tin whole medical dejiartmont is maintained for tJio purpose 
of combating diseaHO, and malaria is tla^ principal disease to be (tombated. 
Moreover, large sunts have boiui and are being spent in the improvement of 
drainage. Account should alst) bi; taken of tlio exjionditure in tlie quinine 
factory, tlu! output of wliicli is bedng largely iiicreaKcd in order to carry out 
hcliemes for the wiilcr distributifui of quinine. 

“ Tin? law und(U‘ wliich scliemeH for tin? Sanitary imjirovcment of drain- 
age have ut piajsent to liecarned out is the Ihmgal Sanitary Hrainage Act, 1895, 
but it is impossible to he satisfied with tlie slow progress of tlui schemes which 
liavc^ been undertaken under that Act. ddie inntfor lias hoen under the consider- 
ation of the Lieutoiuint-G(.vernor wlio consulted Oominissioners of Divisions 
regarding it. His Honour lias now njipoiuted a Committee to turthor 
consider the subjei'-t with sjieeial reb'ronce to drainage schemes for tho J^rcsi- 
deney Division. His Honour’s liesolutiori on th(‘ subject w as published in a 
recent issue of the Calcutta Ga/ette, and has no doubt been seen by llon’ble 
Members. 

“ The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur has referred at some length to 
the proposal for a paying patients’ ward for middle class Indian gentleiiK'n at 
the Mi^dical College Hospital. He suggests that tlie landlords’ fees lying 
unappropriated at the ditfereiit treasuries of the iVovimni should be made 
availabh' for this pr<qi*ct. d’lie llon’ble italm Ainbika Cimrn Mazumdar at 
the iiK'etiiig id' tliis Council on Saturday, the Till January, 1005, suggested that 
these lapsed dtqiosits sliould In* made (wer to Distrust Boaids for tlie purposes 
of water Hiijiply. That j)ro])OHa) was ni'gutived and tho saimv objections would 
apply to tlie present one. The Lieutenaiit-CoviTiior is, liowover, er.tirel} in 
symjialliy with the seheme advocated by my Hoii’ble friend, and ultbough be 
is not pi (‘pared to adojit tiic lirmmual expedient suggested, lie will find what- 
ever additional funds are ne(;essary for the tirst experimental introduction of 
the .sclu'ine from otlier provincial resources. 

“In tli(‘ course of his speocli my honbl’e friend Raja Ban Bihari 
Kapur also threw out the suggestion that Government should set aside 
annually, a coriain sum for the digging and re-excavation of large digheeg and 
tanks not only for drinking W'ater but. also as a means of irrigation. This 
subject wms considered by the Irrigation Commission of 1901-1903, in 
paragraplis 147 to 149 of l^art 1 of their report and they made certain 
recommendations as to the forms in which the assist unce of Government 
could best be given. Recently, orders have been received from the Government 
of India ac(a*pting and adopting the recommendations in tliis respect made 
by the Irrigation Commission. 

“ Tliu llon’ble Mr. Ohaudliuri refers to the locking up of money in the 
improvement of Dahiousie Square and in tho purchase of land near the Presi- 
dency Cein'ral Hospital. Tho money for improving Dalliousie Square was, 
however, paid by the GoTcrnment of India, and if it had not been sjiont in that 
way the saving would not liavc' gone into our jiockels, Tho land in the 
noiglibourlniod of tho Presidcuicy General Hospital included much bt sides the 
site of tlio I’rauiway Company’s dop(5t, and the primary purpose of the acquisition 
of the land was tho reuioval of a very insaiiiiarv busti'S, What use will ulti- 
mately be made of the land Ido not know, but meanwhile we lose nothing by 
our CM pita I being locked up, l^ecaiise if the money were in the Treasury we 
should not get any interest on it, and for several years to come wo must carry 
forward excess balances in order to ptovide for tho final completion of schemes 
to which we are already committed. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhitpeudra Nath Basu has referred to the subject 
of septic tanks and has put forward certain suggestions.^ If, however, ho wiU 
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refer to the Government Roaolution on the subject be will find that all the 
points referred to by him have alicady received full and careful consideration, 

“The Hon’ble liabu Bhupeiidra Kath liasu has aKo siig^^estod that an 
Indian gentleman jjossessiug expert knowledge should be associated with the 
recently ajipointed drainage committee, and lie suggests the name of Colonel 
K. P Gupta. The Cominitteo was kept as small as possible because it will 
have to move about a good deal at an unliedthy period of the year, but if 
» Colonel K, Gupta is willing to give his services for this inquiry the 
Lidbtenant Governor will be very glad to avail himself of them. 

I think I have now noticed practically all the questions with which 
I am specially concerned and have ordy again to thunk the Hold bio Members 
of fhis Council f<>r the manner in wliich they have received the Financial 
Statement and Budget which I have had the honour to lu}^ before them ” 

The Hon’ble THK PrI'SIDent, said: — ‘‘Gentlemen, — I desire first of all 
to congratulate my friend Mr. 8hirr(5S on the manner in which his Ihidget and 
his presentation of it hare been received. There is no one, even among tliose 
who may be I'ogarded as somewhat unfavourable critics of the Govonimont and 
• its policy, who has not sliown appreciation of the work of my Hon’ble fiiond. 

“ I shall endeavour not to detain the Council very long It is desiiahle that 
there sliould bo as little restnetioii as possible put upon the spiioclies of Hon’ble 
Members in the Budget debate It is desiiuhle that tliey should liavo the 
oppornuiiiy of placing clearly lud’ore Government and the public, anything that 
they wish to say in tlio wiiy of criticism, suggestion or advice, in regard to the 
income, expenditure and general administration of the province. But while it 
is most desirable that any didiculties or misunderstandings on any subject 
relevant to tlie budget sliould be dealt with by the responsibh^ otTicers of 
Government, it does not seem to me to bo lU'cessary that the Government 
should follow Hon’ble ^^enlber8 on ev(*ry question to which they choose to refer. 

I do not propose, therefore, to reply on every 'ostion raised. 

“ One qucstioii which I coiibidcr it quito^ discuss is partition. 

It was not unnatural that eoine Uoirblo meinbwWj^ipposed to partition, should 
desire to give expression once more to tlu’ir vh ws in regard to tliat question ; 
and while 1 may regret the “ ling of the unreal in the discussion ” to which the 
Hon’ble Babu Bliupendra Nath Basu referred, and the exaggeration of 
language and misapprehension of c(Ttain points into which Hon’ble members 
have sometimes fallen, it has certainly been very far from my mind to 
desire to silence them. I do not, however, intend to trouble the (Council with 
my own views on this subject. They are porfecdly well known, having been 
fully bet forth in the Blue Jfook which has been puDiishod on the subject. 
I will only say that 1 thoroughly believe, and earnestly hope, that time will 
show this mf'asure to have been a wise one, in the improved administration of 
both provinces, and especially in the development of the new province, as 
indicated by my Hon’ble friend Mr. Nimmo this morning. 

“ There are a number of questions to which reference has been made in 
regard to each of which it is only necessaiy tliat I should say one or two words. 
They have for the most part been dealt with by the Hon’hle memhors in charge 
of the difftrent departments of work under this Government, and liardly 
require further notice. Tlie matters of malaria, rural water-supply and 
drainage are receiving attention, and after what lias boon said to-day I do not 
think that it will be contended that tlioy are being treated in an inadequate 
manner. As lias been statiid by tiic Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo, whose Huggostions are 
well worthy of attention, the dovelopmont of railways and of waterways and 
the improvement of the Port are now receiving earnest at.ontion at the hands 
of Government and of the Port Commi'»sioners. 1 HympathiHe fully with the 
Hon’ble Member’s views about the Sara bridge and railway communication 
with the tracts north of the Ganges. In the matter ot Port duos, to which 
that Hon’ble if ember also referred, action has already been taken. On the 
question of radway rates I am not pr^ared at present to enter. But the 
importance of the question to the interests of Calcutta can hardly be overstated. 
The Commercial community and the Government are alike concerned; and I 
thank the Eon’ble Member for drawing my attention to it. It is not a question 

\ 
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of which the decision will lie with us ; but we ought to be heard on our own 
behalf, and exercise our due influence on tlie decision. 

“As to the fishery question, the state of the case is this, that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal proposed to make an inquiry in this province, but was deterred 
from doing so by the fact that a special inquiiy was just then started, under 
the orders of the Madras Government, by Sir Fredrick Nicholson in that pro- 
vince. As it does not appear now, however, that the Madras inquiry will 
throw any special light on the question as it affects Bengal, this Government 
has determined to take up the question for itself, 

** The Ilon’ble Mr, Shurfuddin has urged that the existence of the record- 
of-rights may seem to justify some simplification of the legal proceedings to be 
taken for the realisation of rents. This subject has already attracted the 
attention of the Government ; and 1 hoj>e that it may be found possible to 
take some such step as has been indicated. For the record-of-nghts is an 
advantage to landlord and tenant alike. 

‘‘The urgent neo(58sity for legislation in regard to the adulteration of jute 
has also been referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo. The case has been 
strongly put before the Government. We sympathise fully with the effort to 
prevent the dishonesty of middlemen from destroying the cultivation of jute in 
Bengal, as it may do. We await a final expression of the views of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce on the proposed legislation, which will receive our most 
earnest and sympathetic attention. It is not an easy matter to deal with ; but 
we shall be glad to assist in framing any practicable measure, and in carrying it 
through, if possible. 

“ One other question may be briefly referred to, namely, the appointment 
of an Additional Judge for purposes of inspection of the mufassal Courts 
during the cold weather. This ^^ould not be very well included in the budget 
inasmuch as it has not boon formally approved by the High Court, nor sanc- 
tioned by the Government of India and the Secretary of State; but it is 
undoubtedly the intention of this Government to press for the appointment; 
and it is my hope that the arrangement will become a permanent cold weathern 
arrangem(»nt. 1 believe tbaUl >^.his I have the concurrence of the Hon’ble 
Judges of the High Court. '1 nl cost, if the arrangen)ent is sanctioned, will be 
easily met from savings ; and the eehenie is one whicli has been proved by 
experience to be of very real advantage. 

“ 1 should like now to say soraetliing on the subject of education. I shall 
first of all deal with the appointment of Mr. Earle as Director of Public Instruc- 
tion in flucces.sion to Sir Alexander Pedler. 1 do not consider this to be a 
matter of high political priimiple, nor of great impoitance, in the precise manner 
in which some Hon’ble Members seem to regard it. But 1 think it liglit to 
state briefly my views on the matter. In the first place, 1 desire to say that it 
has been laid down as a principle, which Government cannot for a moment 
regard as one to bo questioned, that the right rests with the Government, after 
full consideration of all the circumstances of the case, to appoint as the head of 
any department the man whose appointment will bo most in the interests of the 
public service. It has been distinctly laid down that while it is desirable, other 
things being equal, to appoint an educational officer to be Director of Public 
Instruction, the Educational Department has no right to claim the appointment. 
The discretion lies with the Government in view of all the circumstances of the 
case, 1 can assure the Hon'ble Babu Bhupeiidra Nath Basu that theio is not a 
single officer of the Department whose claims have been overlooked. They 
have been carefully and anxiously weighed ; and the decision has been made in 
the interest of the cause of education alone. It has been stated that Mr. Earle 
was appointed to be Director ot Public Instruction because it was desired to 
get rid of him from the Secretariat. If tfiis assertion concerned me alone, T 
should puss it by in silence. As it concerns Mr. P]!irle also, 1 desire to say / 
most emphatically that it is absolutely untrue. Mr. Earle was a most efficient ! 
SecK^tary. It was because he was so efficient, and had devoted himself with 00 / 
much capacity and zeal and success to dealing with the great administrativ^ 
questions connected with the Education Deportment, that 1 appointed him td 
bo Direitor of Public Instruction, f do not believe that there are no men in 
the Educational Department fit for the appointment of Director. 1 have neveir 
believed that, and from the first 1 have said so But there was no man on 
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trhoin I codd laym? hand with confidence that, by hia training and experience, 
he bad acquired and shown capacity for administering the department as 
^ Mr. Earle undoubtedly had. Their experience had been limitea to eduoa* 
tional work with which the Director has now comparatively little concern: 
they knew nothing practically of the most pressing problems ; and they had hatt 
no opportunity of snowing capacity for administration. It was otherwise with 
Mr. Earle. I am glad to hear the testimony borne by the Hon’ble Babu 
Bbupendra Nath Basu to the experience and resourcefulness and largehearted 
sympathy of the present Director, of whom “individually ” the Hoii^ble Mem* 
DOT says that “no choice could have been happier.” 1 trust that the officers 
of the department will not be misled by the mischievous comments that have 
been made on Mr. Earle’s selection into any belief that the depaitment, as a 
whole, has been slighted, or that its officers will be permanently excluded from 
wfiat they ma) well regard us one of its prizes. I anticipate their loyal 
co-operulion with Mr. Earle and marked progress in the work of education in 
which we are all so deeply interested. 

“ Antither subject connected with education to which, I regret, I must 
refer, is Sir Alexander Pedler’s Circular of the 12th of January last. Un- 
favourable comments on this Circular have been made by three Indian 
members of the (.'ouncil. I cannot understand what I hope 1 may be per- 
mitted without offence to call tho grosteque parody of the Circular made by 
the Hon’blo Babu Hhupendra Nath Basu. Ho describes it as placing the whole 
control of education in the liands of the District Magistrate ; and then he 
describes tho District Magistrate as looking upon every part of his work as 
part of his police work. 1 have been a District Magistrate ; and I have known 
scores of District Magistrates; and I cannot conjure before ray imagination 
any more perfectly inaccurate picture of a District Magistrate than the 
Hon’ble Member has drawn. There is undoubtedly a great ’deal more in the 
mufassal than tho ordinary Calcutta man knows; and the life of the District 
Magistrate among his people, the influence that he has oror them, the habit 
they have of looking to an accessible and sympathetic District Magistrate for 
guidance in regard to most matteis, and the way in which sometimes they 
are apt to stand aloof from anything of which by his aloofness he seems to 
indicate disapproval, are well known features of a life which is, in the whole 
course of a Civilian’s career in India, the most interesting and in some respects 
the most useful. If we turn to Sir Alexander Podler’s Circular, wo find that he 
urges educational officers to take advantage of the local knowledge and influence 
of executive officers (and also of judiciol officers) so as to push forward the 
cause of education. In no way are tho officers of the educational departraent 
subordinated to the executive officers, though they are certainly urged to go to 
them for advice and help. The purely educational work is left entirely in the 
bands of the educational officers; but they are called upon to take advantage 
of the local knowledge and experience of the District Officers in deciding about 
the educational claims or necessities of different localities, and also to take 
advantage of the influence of the same officers in seeking to make the cause 
more popular. Sir Alexander Pedler sent me a copy of his Circular; and far 
from disapproving of it, 1 circulated it to all Commissioners and District Oflioers 
with a request that they would give their heartiest co-operation to the 
officers of the Educational department in their work. 

“ It is oaly because I do not wish to be misunderstood that I go on to 
refer briefly to two other Circulars which have been referred to by the 
Hon’ble members. The one is Mr. Carlyle’s Circular of the 24th February 
1905, a Circular which originated in certain references made to me about 
■ocial matters, which I thought might well have been disposed of on the ^ot. 
Tbe Circular points out that tho Commissioner of Division, as senior officer 
and as an officer selected from amongst bis fellows on account of his special 
capacity for high office, should himself deal with social questions, such as cases 
of personal misconduct, quarrels between officers, improper treatment of the 
people and the like, ami that such questions should only be referred to the 
head of the Government when, owing to recalcitrancy of one of the parties, 
it was impossible to settle it on tbe spot. It was distinctly pointed out 'that 
the greatest care must be taken in tbe case of judicial officers that no sort 
pi intorferenoe iriioiild take place in regard to their jadicial wedu The 
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Circular aimed at a suitable settlement of sooiai questions bj an officer o! 
standing on the spot, which is surely a reasonable object. But distinct 
exception was made in respect of judicial officers in regard to their jndicisl 
work, lest there should be any appearance of interference with the judicial 
by the executive. The character of the Circular is the very oppowte of 
what has been represented this morning Similarly the object of Mr, Oarlyle^s 
Circular of the 16th of October last, in regard to school boys and students, 
has been grossly misrepresented. These boys were being induced to leave 
their studies and betake themselves to political work, which in some oases 
had led to breach of the peace and to acts of violence. It was desired ttat 
they should not be dealt with by the police, so as to be carried to the jail 
or to the whipping triangle, but by the educational authorities themselves, 
who should exercise proper discipline in the institutions under their control. 

It is unnecessary for me to say more on this subject. It is as plain as possible, 

I did not feel, however, that 1 could pass without notice the remarks which 
have been made. 

‘‘ The cause of education does seem to be at present receiving more atten- 
tion in Bengal than it has done before. I do not claim to myself any credit for 
this change. There are many causes, some of which have been known to me 
for years, and some perhaps of which I may even till now be ignorant, which 
have co-operated to bring about this resut. The fact, however, remains : • 
Education in all its branches is attracting more attention from the Government 
and from the public than in the past. University education is now entrusted 
to the University of Calcutta. Tho Syndicate and Senatus of that University 
must be held in the future to be mainly responsible for the efficiency of oolle- 
giato education. Government will give assistance. We have been doing so 
with no niggardly hand. The public are also assisting. 1 might give many 
instances of the improvement of certain colleges, of hostels established in 
conneotion with several colleges, of prizes offered for certain subjects, and of 
interest shown in the education of our young men. There are none more 
gratifying to me than tho co-operation of the public in the establishment of 
the Ranchi College and hostels which I now expect, with confidence, to see 
in full working order before I finally leave the province; the interest displayed 
in the efficiency of tho Presidency College; and the earnest" efforts which are 
being made properly to equip the College at Patna also. 

^‘Primary education is receiving very special attention ; and I trust thatthe 
year upon which we are now entering will see very marked dovblopment in 
respect of it. As some Hon’ble Members are aware, a new departure is being 
made in regard to female education both in Bchar and in Bengal. Techniom 
education is being pushed forward not only in one or two special institu- 
tions to which reference has been made, but also over tho whole country. The 
appointment of a special Director of Agriculture will certainly give great 
impulse to agricultural improvement and to agricultural education ; and I am 
most fortunate in finding for that post an officer of the experience, energy 
and zeal of Mr. Oldham. To this officer I have also entrusted the inspection 
of technical schools of all kinds throughout the province ; and I am adding to 
the new Engineering College a good technical school, co-operating in this 
respect with the Committee which has been established by the people 
themselves here in Calcutta. Secondary education is also receiving special 
attention. A model school will be established at Ranchi and every effort will 
bo made, as funds permit, to make existing schools more efficient. 

*‘I have been greatly cheered during the year just passed by the visit that 
I paid to the Police Training Schools for cadets and fur constables at Bhagalpur* 

I am much gratified by tho excellent results which have been secured at both 
schools. I took note also of the excellent appearance of the cadets, and of the 
interest with which they listened to an exhortation which 1 thought fit to addiHSt 
to them regarding their duties in their new career. I was glad to find that^we 
are securing a better class of men as our recruits for the office of Sab-lnspoctO«»^ 
Men of higher education and of better social status are already being enliitedi 
I am just about to appoint eight Deputy Superintendents. The existeMe af 
^ tlfit new class of officers will no doubt tend to improve the pohoe just as the 
Provincial Judicial and Executive Services were improved. 
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It will interest the Council to know that proposals for a considerable in- 
crease in the cadre of the Provincial Service are now before the Secretary of 
State* We trust soon to have men to carry out the increasing work of the 
province, I may add that it has been a great pleasure to mo to receive from 
the present Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta an excellent report 
regarding the educational qualifications and character of the young gentlemen 
who have been appointed to the Provincial Service under the new rules. 

^^Thereiflone point to which the Ho n’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu 
referred which I think dpes demand our attention. I certainly do not accept 
alidie said about the oareers which are, or which should be, open to distinguished 
Indian students. But I sympathise with his suggestion that an Indian who 
distinguishes himself in his University career and goes abroad to devote him- 
self to scientific pursuits should receive more recognition from the hands of tho 
Qovemment. This matter has attracted my attention and will be borne in mind, 

I do not think that there is anything more which requires special mention 
from mo. There is, however, one remark of the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurf uddin 
to which I should like to refer briefly in conclusion. The Ilon’ble Member 
quoted a remark by my predecessor, fc^ir John Woodburn, in which he invited 
suggestions from non-official Members in respect of the administration. The 
Hon’ble Member pointed out that he did not feel himself in a position to make 
such suggestions very usefully. Be said, “VVe are in a hopeless minority 
and cannot vote for any matter connected with the budget. We ai’e never 
asked anything when the estimates are being prepared. 1 ne budget is placed 
before us cut and dried ; and we are asked to carry on a discussion on its 
merits. And our suggestions can at the very best l)e utilised in the following 
year’s estimates.’* loo not think that it is necessary for tho purpose of making 
valuable suggestions to bo in a position to enforce them against opposition. 
It may be that the Government will be willing to accept a suggestion without 
compulsion. Then again, I do not quite agree with the llon’ble member in 
saying that theGorernmenfc in tLa budaret fistim*****" does not get advice. 

He must not think that tho Government officers set to work to i rame me nuagex, 
with u clean sheet before them, and without any preparation except the special 
caUing together of certain clerks with facts and figures. The budget which 
has been laid befc^e you by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres contains the results of tho 
thought and experience of the whole of last year and even of years before. The 
schemes which are being taken up are schemes which have been well thought 
out, and in respect of some of which, as some of you know very well, a great 
deal of advice has been taken from people in all parts of the province. Again, 
the Hon’ble Raja Ban Behary Kapur could tell the Hon’ble member that 
criticisms and suggestions sometimes do affect tho policy even of the year 
with which the budget under discussion is concerned. By reallotment of 
funds, suggestions made in tho budget debate of to-day may become accom- 
plished facts before next year. All the same. I think that there is something 
of truth underlying the statement made by the Hon’blo member ; and I shall 
be very glad to endeavour to think out some measure which (with the approval 
of the Government of India, if necessary) may be introduced for securing the 
advice of the Councillors of the Government before the budget is presented 
by the Financial Secretary. 

And now gentlemen I have detained you longer than I have been willing 
to do. But the matters to which I have referred seemed to me to demand at 
least a word or two from the head of the Government, I shall now bid you 
good-bye. I hope earnestly to return to my duty in this province next October, 
strengthened for its more efficient discharge, and confident of rweiving the 
loyal assistance which I have often received from you, and for which 1 tender 
you my hearty thanks. It is a great pleasure to me that His Excellency the 
Viceroy has appointed to be Lieutenant-Governor during my absence my 
esteemed friena and colleague, Mr. Hare, than whom, I am sure, there is no man 
who commands more the confidence of the officers and of the people of Bengal. 

The Council was then adjourned eine die. 
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frrernt: 


le Hon^ble Me. F. A. Slacke, Acting Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding . 


e Hon’ble Me. W. C. Macpheeson, cai. 
le Hon’ble Me. S. P. Sinha, Offg. Advocate-General of Bengal, 
e Hon’ble Mb. R. W. Cablyle, c.i.f, 
e Hon’ble Mb. W. A. Ingus. 
le Hon'Ue Me. H. J. McIntosh. 
e Hon’ble Mb. T.* W. Richaedson, 
e Hon’ble Mb, G. Qoedon. 
e Hon’ble^r. J. Chaudhuei, m.a. 

le Hon’ble Asif Kadb Saitid Wabif Ali Mzbza, of Muri^idabad. 
e Hon'ble Raja Ban Behaei Kaptjb, c.s.i. 
le Hon’bie Babu Jogendba Nath Mukhebjee, m.a., b.l. 
he Hon’ble Babu Bhupendba Nath BAsu, m.a., b.l. 
he Hon’Ue Mb. Bted Shosfuijdin. 
he Hon'ble Me. W. T. Spink. 

Hon’ble Mb. J. R. Bebtbam. 
he Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaean Pal. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


S he Hen^ble Me. W. C. Macphbbson, c.s.i., the Hon^ble Mb. H. J, 
OSH, the Hon’ble Mr. J. R, Bertram and the Hon’ble Babu Bamha 
N Pal took their seats in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

THB PFSA AGRIOULTUBAL COLLEGE AND EXPEEIMBNTAL PAElf. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shdrpddpin aaked: — 

Will the Govemment be pleased to give the following infonnation with 
regard to the staff employed in the Posa Agricultural College and Experiment 
Farm 

(() Names. f 

(»i) Designation. 

(ui) Qualifications. 

(w) Pay. 

(i; j Allowance, if any ? 


The Hon^ble Me. Carlyle replied r— 

The Pusa Agricultural College and Experimental Farm is under the 
management of the Government of India, and this Government has no 
information in regard to the staff employed.” 


REPORT ON THE MAEKET-BaTES OF POOD-GEAINS, Ac. 

The Hon’ble Mb, Syed Shurfuddin asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state the agency employed to ascertain 
and report the maiket-rates of food-grains, &c., published weekly in the 
Calcutta Gazette? 

Is the Government aware that the rates so published in the Calcutta 
Gazette are not always the actual prevailing rates in the market ? 

If the Government is not aware of the fact, will it be j^leased to institute 
an enquiry into the matter, and, if upon enquiry the reports are found in- 
accurate and defective, will the Government be pleased to state what action it 
proposes to take in the matter so as to ensure more accurate reports in the 
luture ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

“The figures published each week in the Calcutta Gazette are obtained 
from the weekly weather and crop reports, which are submitted by the District 
Officers. 

“ Under the existing rules, in districts in which the Bengal Tenancy Act 
is in force, the prices are ascertained by a Gazetted officer not below the rank 
of a Sub-Deputy Collector, unless the Divisional Commissioner, for special 
reason, authorises the employment of a Kanungo, In other districts the 
District Officer exercises his discretion in selecting an officer for this duty. 

“ In a few cases it has come to the notice of Government that the' rules had 
not been strictly followed in reporting prices, and the necessary steps have 
been taken to have the mistakes rectified j but there is no reason for supposing 
that the market prices are not generally ascertained with care be/ore tbe 
reports are submitted, 

“ In the opinion of Government the present rules on the subject arc 
sufficient. If any specific instance of prices being incorrectly reported be eitedf 
enquiry will be made ; but there is no evidence for the necessity of instituting 
any general enquiry,” 
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INDUSTRIES OP BENGAL. 

4 

The Hon’bb Mb« Sted Shurfuddin gaid:— 


CoDsidering the fact that the account of the industnes of the Propinoe 
as publiahed under the heading of Manufactures and Mines ’’ in Chapter IV of 
the Administration Report of Bengal, 1904-05, is not complete, will the Qoyern* 
ment be pleased to direct the publication in future Administration Reports 
more details on this subject ? 

• As a preliminary step will the Government be pleased to institute as soon 
as possible a general industrial survey of the Province to inquire into, among 
other things, — 

( i) the existing industries, with the areas covered by each of them ; 

{iij the dying or dead industries, with the causes of their present condi- 
tion and suggestions for their revival, wherever that is possible ; 
(mi) the possibility of any new industry which may bo suited to parti- 
cular areas by virtue of their respective position and surround- 
ings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson replied : — 

“As regards the first part of the question, if the Ilon’blo Member will 
specify the further details which he considers should be given in order to 
complete the information in the Administration Report, Government will be 
glad, if the details are available and if space permits, to comply with 
his wishes. ^ 

“ As regards the second part of the question, the Lieutenant-Governor 
does not consider it necessary at present to institute a general industrial survey 
of the Province. I lay on the table a copy of a report prepared by the Hon’bfo 
Mr. Collin in 1890 on the existing aits and industries of Bengal and a copy 
of a Memorandum prepared in the Secretariat regarding the development of 
agriculture, and industrial, commercial and technical education in Bengal. 
Reference may also be made to Chapter XII of the report of the last Census of 
the Province, prepared by Mr. Gait, and to the statistical tables of the Census, 
numbered XV and XVI.” 


POLITICAL STATES IN CHUTIA NAGPUi?. 

• The Hon’blo Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked 

(tf) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the report of the 
Officer who is mentioned ai having been dwuted to inquire into and report 
on tlje condition of the Political states in Chutia Nagpur (vide Administration 
Report of Bengal, 1904-0o, Chapter I, paragraph 10)? 

a Will the Government be pleased to state what change, if any, has been 
in the office establishment of the Commissioner of Chutia Nagpur after 
the transfer of seven of the Political states in that Division to the Central 
Provinces ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied 

“(a) Government is unable to lay on the table the reports, as they are 
Confidential. 

“ (i) Five and not seven States have been transferred from the Chutia 
Nagpur Division to the Central Provinces. Out of a staff of five Assistants 
ori^nallv employed in the Political side of the office of the Commissioner of 
CSiutia N^ur whose pay ranged from Rs. 25 to Rs. 100 per meruem, only 
one temporary derk on Rs. 35 has been retained for work connected with 
the two Native States of Seraikela and Kharsawan which are still under 
the Commissioner.’’ 
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PSIS05 BBTOBUS. 

The Hon^ble Mr. Syed Shurtuddin a«ked:— 

Is the Government aware that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Punjab has recently issned an cnrder in the course of whieh he lays it 
down as an axiom that if the law is properly adminiatered, no boy under the 
af?o of fifteen years should in future ever become ac%uniiited with tho 
of a prison, and in noticing the reformatory system inaugurated in the Lahore 
and MontgomeiT Jails for the mental and physical training of juveo^e adult 
convicts^ His Honour fully agrees in the importanoe of dealing with the in- 
cipient criminal on /special lines, while comparative youthfulness affords every 
prospect of reform, and sees no reason why the same success should not be 
attained in India as under the English system ? 

Is the Government further aware that there are at pesent under the 
consideration of the Bombay Government important proposal regarding prison 
reform, such as complete separation of habituals from first-oonvicrion prisoners, 
special treatment of juvenilra and young adults up to twenty-five years of age, 
and provision of separate accommodation for under-trial prisoners ? 

will the Government be now pleased to state if it will consider the 
advisability of taking steps to introduce prison reforms on the Hues indicated 
in the order of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, and the 
proposals under the consideration of the Bombay Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Riuuibd8oii replied 

In reply to the first para^aph of the question, this Government is aware 
of the observations made by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjab. 

“ In reply to the second paragraph, this Government is not aware of the 
details of the proposals before the Bombay Government to which reference 
is made. The proposals, however, are not in their general scope of a novel 
character, and attention has been given in recent years in more than one quarter 
to tho cognate subjects of tlie segregation and differential treatment of the 
various classes of prisoners. 

These subiects have not been lost sight of in this Province. The exist- 
ing rules proviao for the separation of prisoners, and steps have been and are 
being taken to remedy such defects as exist in this respect in the present jail 
buildings. The question has been again before the Government qmte rceestly, 
and a report has been called for from the Inspector-General of thusons. The 
Government has adopted and expressed the view that, except in special cases, 
juvenile offenders should not be sent to jail, but to the Eeiormatory schools. 
Various questions relating to these are now under consideration. As regards 
the training of young adults, a scheme is in contemplation in connection with 
the DOW Alipore Jail, and it is hoped that it will Jae found possible to give 
effect to it.*’ 

OOMMISSIONEBSHIP OF SiUZlFFABFUR. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shubfuddib asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state as to when the scheme of 
the formation of a separate Commisrionership at Muzaffarpui is going to be given 
effect to ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied 

The matter is now under the consideration of the Government of 
Inlia.” 

THE REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shurfuddin asked 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the papers relating to 
the re«organization of the Registration Department ? 

The Hon’bU Mb. Cablylb replied 

** The papers are laid on the table.** 
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The Hon’U# Kb. Bertbam ad^ed :— 

Will the GoTeminent be pleaaed to state if sanotioQ has been aocoxded 
to the proposals of the Cossip^-Ghitpnr Municipality in the matter of tho 
Galeitta Tramways Comp^y^s Scheme to extend the serrices of that Company 
to points within tne iurisaiction of that Munioipalif.y ? 

* U not, will uoyemment reto the r^otutions passed by the Ooasipore- 
CShitpar Munieipafity purporting to unction the Cucutta TVamways Oom- 
pany’s Scheme, and wect mat the Oossipore-Chitpur Municipality, at a £^)eoial 
Qoneral Meeting convened in accordance with the Bengal Tramways Act, 1883, 
seotiou 3, should fairly and thoroughly re^consider the two schemes, ais., (hat of 
tiie Oaloutta Tramway’s Company for a passenger service only, and Babu 
Nibaimn Chunder Dutrs for a combined passenger and goods service in the 
locality? 

Is it not a fact that the Cossipore-Chitpur Municipality have disregarded 
the express instructions of the Presidency Commissioner and the opinion of the 
Commissioner of Police as to the public safety and convenience of the last- 
* mentioned scheme, and have ignored the representations of the Mercantile 
community concerned in the jute trade in its favour? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied:— 

*^The Commissioners of the Cossipur-Chitpur Municipality decided after 
full consideration that the Calcutta Tramways Company should be allowed to 
make an application to Government for permission to oonstruot a Tramway 
to be worked by electric traction within the Municipality, and the Commis- 
siemer of the Presidency Division was informed in March last that Govern- 
ment would await the submission of a formal application from the Calcutta 
Tramways Company. The present Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
Mr. Collin, is of opinion that the decision of the Muxiicipal Commiaeionere 
should be accepted, though it is understood that one of bis piedeeetsors and 
the Commissioner of Police were in favour of Babu Nibaran Chunder Dutt’s 
scheme which the Municipal Commissioners reiected in favour of that put 
forward by the Calcutta I'ramways Company. The former applicstion of the 
Calcutta Tramways Company ^ not yet been submitted to Government, 
Meanwhile the question is being considered by Government.” 

POET HOSPITAL DUES. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bertram asked : — 

Will the Government kindly lay on the table abstracts of the closed 
aooouuts of the Port Hospital Dues for the year ended 3l8t March, 1906, and for 
the quarter ended 30th June, 1906? 


The Hon’ble Me. Inous replied:— 

** The statements asked for are laid on the table.” 
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THE BOILEE FUND. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Bektbam asked • 

(a) Will the Government kindly state the full amount standing to 
credit of the Boiler Fund in its hands on 31st March last, and the sarplui 
accruing to the Fund from the working for the year ended Slst March, 1906 ? 

(i) Is there any objection to lay on the table a full statement of accounts to 
30th June, 1006? 

(c) Is it a fact that the expenses of the Smoke Commission were debitedito 
the Boiler Fund, and is it intended to charge the Fund with the fees of the 
Commissioners appointed under the Smoke Nuisances Act ? 

{d) If so, under what authority have such charges been debited or wjll 
be debited to the Boiler F and ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Inglis replied 

** {a) The treasury accounts for 1905-06 have not been finally closed yet j 
but, as at present ascertained, the balance at credit of the fund on 31st March, 
1906, was Rs. 87,389-4. The opening balance on Ist April, 1905, was 
Ks. 85,210-11-11, the surplus on the working of the year thus being 
Ks. 2,178-8-1. 

(if) The statements of receipts and disbursements for the months of April, 
May and June, 1906, are placed on the table. 

‘‘(c) PJxpenditure in connection with the Smoke Commission during the 
current year has been temporarily debited to the Boiler Fund, as a separate 
head of account was not provided in the Provincial Budget for the current 
year. This will be provided for in the revised estimates for the current year, 
and the expenditure on the Smoke Commission will bo written back and 
adjusted as a charge against Provincial Revenues.” 

STEAM PILOT VESSEL FOIl THE 8ANDHEAD8. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Bertram asked:— 

Has the Government yet decided to allot funds in the Budget of 1907- 
1908 for the provision of a second steam pilot vessel at the Sandheads? If not, 
why not ? 

The Honblo Mr. Inglis replied:— 

“ Government is alive to the importance of providing a second steam 
pilot vessel and it will be ordered as soon as the state of the Provincial 
finances permits of the necessary outlay being met. The Budget for 1907-08 
will not come under consideration till becembor.” 

IMPROVEMENT OP TOLLY’S NULLAH. 

The Hou’ble Mr. Bertram asked ;— 

Will the Government kindly declare their policy regarding the improvement 
of ^roily’s Nullah with a view to make that waterway more generally useful 
to the trade of Calcutta? 

' In the meantime will instructions be issued to the officer in charge to do all 
that is possible to keep the channel open to allow of the passage of boats carry*' 
ing rice and other produce up and down the Nullah at any state of the tide? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglib replied: — 

“ In May, 1904, this Government submitted to the Government of IjSdia 
a scheme for a canal from the Bidyadhari river to the Hooghly, to be ol siae 
sufficient to accommodate the steamers and flats which ply to Assam, This 
scheme involves the canalisuitioa of Tolly’s Nullah, The cost was rooghly 
eslamated at Rs. 1,55,00,000, including charges for plant and for ea1»blishmaat» 
> .. . '' ^ 
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The Ggyaminent of India in August, 1904, intimated that while . they 
agree that it is desirable to improve Tolly^s Nullah, the outlay proposed was 
, too ^^reat^ to allow of the acceptance of the sc^me. The matter then 
remained in ab^ance. Last January the Government of India asked that 
eertain alternative proposals in connection with the scheme might be oon- 
sidered. This has been done and a report has recently been sent to the 
Government of India. 

This Government is anxious to carry out the sohemo if it can be brought 
within practicable financial limits. 

* Tolly’s Nullah under existing conditions must remain liable to interrup- 
tions of traffic. It rapidly shoaL at the point where the tides which enter 
from both ends meet. There is not enough space to use dredgers, and to clear 
tke shoal it is necessary to block and de-water the channel. This has been 
done quite recently at a cost of Rs. 33,000, and it will have to bo re-done 
after two years. 

It is a physical impossibility to keep the channel open at all states of 
the tide. It is with difficulty that it is kept open at liigh tide. The importance 
of the channel to the rice trade is well known, and what can bo dune at 
reasonable cost will be done.” 

FISHERIES IN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bertram asked: — 

Will the Government bo pleased to state what progress has been made 
towards instituting a thorough investigation into the fisheries around the 
coasts and in the inland waters of Bengal as promised by Ilis Honour Sii* 
Andrew Fraser in his speech on the iast Bengal Budget ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

^‘Mr. K. G. Gupta, Member of tho Board of Revenue, has been appointed 
to make inquiries into the possibility of improving and developing tho fislieries 
in Bengal. A cbpy of this Government letter No. ITSOT.R., dated tho ;^6th 
July, 1006, coutaiuing the instructions which have been issued to him on the 
subject, is laid on the table.” 

UPREEF OF navigable CHANNELS BETWEEN CALCUTTA AND EASTERN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bertram asked:— • 

(а) Will the Government bo pleased to state if it can see its way to 
recommend to the Supreme Government the creation of a special Department 
of tjie Public Works, as suggested in Council by tho Hon’ble Mr. Nimmo, to 
deal with the Ganges- Brahmaputra-Megna System of Rivers and their connected 
Canals, which department should Ix) responsible for all surveys, dredging 
schemes, and general upkeep of the navigable channels ? 

(б) In view of tho importance of the subject to tho community in general 
and the necessity of securing continuity of policy, if there is to be any real 
progress in the development of Eastern Bengal and Assam Waterways on the 
lines of other countries, will the Government bo pleased to discourage as much 
as possible changes of personnel in the Irrigation Dopartuient within its 
jurisdiction ; and also will the Government bring its good offices to bear on the 
Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam to the same end ? 

The Hon’ble Mk. Inglis replied : — 

“ (a) This imp<S*tant question has been considered by this Government. As 
at present advised, the Lieutenant-Governor is inclined to advocate that a 
Comtni^'^ should bo appointed to investigate the requirements of trade, the 
possibilities of the channels and the outlay involved, and that a special staff 
should bo employed on such works as may be found feasible. 
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(5) A Joint Committee has already been a^^inted to advi||^ O'crernment 
on questioiiB relating to the channels between Calcutta and Eastern Bengal. 
On this Committee the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam is 
represented and so are the Steamer Companies. It is hoped that this will tend 
to insure a continuity of policy. Changes in the p^somel of the staff are and 
will be avoided as far as practicable.^* 


THE EANCHI MODEL COLLEGE. 

The Hon’ble Me. Chaudhuri asked 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state how far the Ranchi Model 
College scheme has progressed ? ' 

(^) Are the College and School buildings and the Boarding Houses under 
actual construction, and, if so, what progress has been made in respect of 
each? 

(c) How much has been spent by Government up to now on the proposed 
College scheme, and how much public subscription has been promised and 
collected for the same ? 

(d) Is theroany foundation for the announcement in the public Press that 
the Secretary of State has withheld his sanction to the Ranchi Model College 
scheme ? • 

The Hon’blo Mr. Richardson replied:— 

*‘(a) The answer to the first of the series of questions put by the Hon’ble 
Member is contained in the answers which 1 am about to give to the remaining 
questions. 

“(/>) There are no buildings under actual construction. 

“(c) It has been ascertained that up to date the preliminary expenditure in 
connection with the proposed Model or Arts College at Ranchi amounts to 
Rs. 28,00(> (for materials). No actual award has been made in connection with 
the acciuisition of land. 

“ The subscriptions to the College scheme which have been promised 
amount to Rs. 8,12,897, of which Rs. 2,48,897 have been paid and are in 
deposit ill tlie Bank of Bengal. 

“ (d) From the correspondence which has been published in the daily 
Press, if will appear that the proposal has not been referred to His Majesty’s 
iSeoretary of State.” 


THE NORTHERN SALT LAKE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. CnAUDHURi asked: — 

(o) Is it not a fnct that the Northern Salt Lake has long been 
regarded as a source of danger to the health of the Northern Calcutta and the 
suburbs ? 

{b) Has not that danger ^oatly increased of lafe by its being converted 
into a receptacle for the deposit of solid sewage of Calcutta ? 

(c) Have not the constructions of the fishery hherm materially obstructed 
the free drainage of the suburbs ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Inous replied : — 

“(a)&('^) This is a matter regarding which there u a divergence of 
opinion and Government is not at present advised that there is any danger to 
the health of Calcutta from the Salt Lakes. 

“(r) The existence of the fishery hherics cannot be said to obstruct the 
drainage of the suburbs. The hhertei have been in use for many yean and are 
not of rceent construction.” 
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THS DAHTliL KHAL. 

Tlie Hon’ble Hbt Chaudhdbi asked * 

(«) Will the Government be to state the cause of the * deterior- 

ation rad the siting up of the Dantia Khal ia the Baranagore Municipality, 
and ia it not a fact that the health of the area has suffered greatly consequent 
to the silting up of the khal ? 

(6) Is it not the case that the Northern Salt Lake can bo reclaimed with 
♦ con^derable improvement in the health and drainage of the North and the 
Nom-East suburbs of Calcutta without the least interference with the Calcutta 
sewa^ system ? 

(^c) Is not the improvement of those suburbs urgent for the housing of 
th^poor who are constantly being unhoused and are likely to be unhoused 
in larger numbers by the Town Improvement Scheme ? 


The Hon’blo Mb. Inqlis replied 

^a) The silting of the Dantia Khal is due to natural causes. Tlie flood 
tide brings up silt which the ebb tide is unable to carry back completely. 
•There is no information before Government to indicate that the silting of the 
khal has been injurious to the health of Baranagore. Administrative sanction 
has been given by Government to a scheme for the better drainage of this 
Municipality. 

“ (d) In the opinion of Government it is improbable that the Northern 
Salt Lake could be reclaimed without interfering with the outfall of the 
Calcutta sewage system. The reclamation would not, in itself, have uny effect 
on the drainage of the suburbs. 

(c) It is certainly desirable to improve the suburbs of Calcutta, and this 
is a matter which will continue to receive attention.’^ 


THE SUBURBAN DRAINAGE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri asked:— 

Will the Government bo pleased to lay on the table a brief note setting 
out the views and opinions of Colonel Randall, Colonel Haig, Mr. Whitfield, 
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Vertannes, Mr. Buckley and Mr. Horn regarding the improve 
ment of the suburban drainage and the reclamation of the Balt Lakes V 

The Hon^ble Mr. Indus replied : — 

** A copy of a volume of selections from the Records of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment containing popers from I860 to 1904, relating to the Circular and 
Eastern Canal, is laid on the table. In this the correspondence relating to 
proposals for the reclamation of the Northern Salt Lake is given at length.” 

THE LOWER GANGES CANAU 

The Hon’ble Mb. Chaudhuri asked: — 

Will the Government place on the table a brief note as to hc»w the 
drainage questions of the Presidency Division were proposed to be dealt witli 
in connection with the Lower Ganges Canal Project by Colonel Searle, Mr. 
Long, Mr. Kimber and Mr. Hughes ? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. Indus replied; — 

“ The project for the Lower Ganges Canal was for a navigable canaL 
The drainage problems of the Presidency Division were not dealt with 
in it.” 



162 QmUmi Ammn, [IStH 

* 

[iff, Chaadhuri; Mr, JngliB,’] 

THE SALT LAKE CHANNEL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaddhubi asked:— 

Considering the fact that the deterioration of the Salt Lake Channel 
is fast going on, will the Government consider the advisability of the oonstrac- 
tion of an out-fall sluice near Haroa and connect it with Haroa Gang (River), a 
few miles north of Rulti Lock ? 

The Hon’ble Mb, Ikous replied : — 

It is not fully understood how the prcmosal submitted would bear on the 
improvement of the Salt Lake channel. The Government will be gladn to 
consider any proposals which may be calculated to effect the improvement 
of that cbannel.^^ 

LEVELS OF UlE WATER IN THE HOOGHLY AT BARANAGORK, Ac. 

The llon’ble Mr. Chaudhubi asked : — 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state the levels in reference* 
to mean soa datum of the highest and the lowest water during flood season of 
Hooghly at Baranagore and of the Haroa Gang at Haroa ? 

{b} Will the Government be pleased to lay the above question for the 
consideration of the Commission appointed for enquiry into the drainage of 
the Presidency Division and appoint a drainage expert with local Wiowledge 
to assist the deliberation of the Commission ? 

The llon’blc Mr. Inglis replied 

^‘(a) Information regarding the exact levels of the water in the Hooghly 
at Baranagore is not available. A statement is, however, laid on the table 
which gives the comparative levels of the water at Cbitpur and at Haroa 
for the period mentioned. 

^*{o) The Drainage Committee will consider all schemes for drainage 
brought before it, and will seek assistance from local officers or other persons 
having any special acquaintance with d-rainage questions.’’ 



Highest kvch of the Hooghly river at Chifpur, 



July. 

August. 

Soptoinber. 

1901 

12G5 

16-00 

16-00 

1902 

12 05 

16-75 

15-50 

1903 

13‘50 

16-76 

16-00 

1904 

15-00 

17-76 

17-50 


Highest kreh of the Haroa Qong at Haroa. 


July. August. Hoplembor. 


1905 

9-62 

9-72 

8-72 


Lowest kreh of the Hooghlg 

river at Chitpur. 



July 

August. 

September, 

1901 

... - 010 

+ 1*48 

•¥ 1 90 

1902 

... - 0-85 

+ 2-66 

-H 2-48 

1003 

... - 0-26 

+ 0-40 

-k 2*32 

1904 

... + 0-90 

+ 4-40 

4- 2-74 


Lowest Imls of the Haroa Qong at Haroa. 



July 

A\^{aBt. 

September. 

1905 

1 

O 

oc 

+ 1-02 

+ 1*02 
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THE DARJEELING MURDER CASE, 

The Hon^ble Me. Chaudhdri asked : — 

Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the judgement 
of the High Court in the Darjeeling murder case and the comments therein of 
the conduct of the Police in connection with the case ? Will tlie Government 
take such measures as would serve as a warning against the recurrence of such 
negligence and similar questionable conduct and practices on the part of 
investigating officers ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

« 

. “ The attention of Government has been drawn to the judgement of the 

High Court in the Darjeeling murder case and full consideration will be given 
to the matter with a view to the issue of such orders as may appear to be 
advisable,’^ 


THE SAMBALPUR CIVIL COURTS BILL, 1906. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
declare the law relating to Civil Courts in the district of Sambalpur. He 
said : — 

“ The law under which the Civil Courts in the district of Sambalpur are 
now constituted is the Central Provinces Courts Act of 1904, with oortoin 
modifications introduced by the Bengal and Assam Laws Act of 1904. The 
object of the present Bill is stated in the Statement of Objects andiReasons 
appended to it, and I have little to add. Tho arrangements in force are not only 
anomalous, but in some respects unworkable, as a single instance will show. 
The effect of the Bengal and Assam Laws Act is to substitute for the words 
‘Judicial Commissioner of the Central Provinces,’ wherever those words 
occur in the CentAl Provinces Act, tho words ^ High Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal. ’ Now one provision of the Central Provinces Act 
runs as f ollows ‘ The Judicial Commissioner shall bo appointed by the 
Governor General in Council.’ The substitution of the High Court for tho 
Judicial Commissioner in this provision is obviously incompatible with the ocn- 
ititntion of the High Court. In view of this and other results of the present 
state of the law, tho Hon’ble Judges have pressed the Government to under- 
take legislation and to push it through as fast as possible. The Bill which I 
ask leave to introduce has been framed in consequence, and, I may add, has 

received the approval of the High Court.” 

• 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson introduced the Bill and moved that it be 
read in Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to, and the Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Richardson also moved that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. He said : — 

The list of Business gives two separate motions, one for suspension 
of the Buies of Business to admit of the Bill being considered and passed at 
this meeting, and the other for the consideration of the Bill. 

notice had been given before this meeting that any amendment w<mld 
be moved, objection might have been t(dcen under Rule 44 to the immediate 
of the Bill. « 

notice, however, having been given of an intontibn to piopoeeany 
imendment, it is tumeceesary to suspend any role, for the Rules allow thecoureo 



164 


Tkt iSMn}a^[|«r CM Omrit BiB, 1908. (ISra Awim, ld06.] 

[Mr. Bichardt<m!] ^ 

it is DOW proposed to follow aod which, it is desirable to adopt in view of the 
urguucy of tho case. As I have said, the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court 
have expressed the wish that the Bill should be passed with the least possible 
delay. 1 beg, therefore, to move that tho Bill be t^en into consideration.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Ms. Richabdbon also moved that the Bill be passed. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourned me die, 

CixcDTTA j X U C. ADAMI, 

The SOth August^ 1906,) Offg, Secretary to the Bengal 





Ahitraet of the Proceedings of the Counoil of the Lieutmant* Governor of Bengal^ 
mmhUd ufiSAir the provisions of the Indian Councils Acis^ 1861 and 189», 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 10th Novem* 
b§r, 1906, at 11 a.m. 

iJrearnt: 

• The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c,s.l, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
presiding. 


The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Slacke. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Macphebson, c.s.i. 

' The Ilon’ble Mr. P. O’Kinealy, Advocate- General of Bengal. 

Hon’blo Mr. E. W. Collin. 

T» Ilon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

Tie Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Indus. 

M trafhe Hon’blo Mr. H. J. MclNxosir. 

^ject 1 

lent w$he Hon’blo Mr. T. W, Richardson. 

'"he Hon’ble Mr. G. Gordon. 

Th{ 

(he Hou’ble Mr. C. G. H. Allen. 

— ‘The Hon’ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasip Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad. 
' he Hon’ble Raja Ban Behaei Kapur, c.s.i, 

toon’ble Babu Jooendra Nath Mukhebjee, m.a., b.l. 
The^%lon’ble Babu Biiupendra Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The Hfon’blo Mr. Syed Siiueeuddin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. T. Spink. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. R. Bertram. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radii a Charan Pal. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Chandra Ghobe, m.a., b.l. 


{ 


NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Mb. P. 0’KiNEALY(and the Hon’ble Babu Jooendra Ohandba 
}bob£ took their seats in Council. 



The late Bahu Nalin Behati Sirear; Qui&U$n» md [IOtb 
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THE LATE HON’BLE BABU NALIN BEHARI SIRCAR, CJ.B. ' 

The Hon’ble the Pmbsidevt said am sure that it will appear r%ht to 
the Council that, before* proceeding to the business of the day, 1 should refer 
briefly to the loss which the whole community has sustained in the death of 
Babu Nalin Behari Sircar. When I left for England, he waa still a Member 
of this Council ; and though I knew that he was not in good health, I had 
little thought that one of the first things which I should hear after my return 
would be me news of his death. 

I need not dwell in this place on the serrices rendered to the oommunily 
by Babu Nalin Behari Sircar ; for they are as well known to you as to me. 
I made his acquaintance very soon after my arrival in Calcutta three years 
ago. From the first I came under the charm of his winsome and courteous 
manners ; and from the first 1 realised his great capacity and his desire to 
advance the public interest. From the first tlierefore he became one of my 
most highly esteemed advisers. 

In innumerable ways he privately and unostentatiously showed his 
devotion to the public good ; and his kindliness and benevolence are well 
known. He also j)ublicly co-operated with Government in the work of the 
Port Commissioners ; ana his fellow Commissioners indicated their respect for 
and confidence in him, by appointing him to represent them on the Corpora- 
tion where his work was of great value. The Corporation in turn elected him 
to be a Member of this Council ; and during all the time that he served with us, 
he worked with us heartily, and was highly esteemed among us. He rendered 
mo assistance of special value as a member of the Conferenco on the Calcutta 
Improvement Scheme ; and on many occasions he showed himself tq be a 
colleague, as I have already indicated, worthy of tho very highest respec' le 
came to mo freely to discuss public questions ; and, though we soni 
differed in opinion, our relations were always most cordial. I 

“ Tlie high position which he occupied in the respect of the communi 
indicated by hia selection to the office of Sheriff ; and the appreciati 
Government of his valuable public services was indicated by his appoii 
by His Majesty tho King- Emperor to be a Companion of tjho Most Eij 
Order of tJio Indian Empire. j 

‘‘ I am sure that every Member of this Council concurs with me w... 
give expression to our deep regret at tho loss of our friend and late colleague, 
and I am sure also that the Council will desire that I should communicate the 
expression of our sympathy with his widow and children and his aged 
mother in the sore bereavement which they have sustained.” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. j % 

RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNMENT OP BOMBAY REGARDING 
OFFENDERS. 

. f - 1 

The Hon’blo Mb. Syed Shurfuddin said: — 

I beg to draw the attention of this Government to a Resolution p^ed 
by tho Government of Bombay and issued in a press note, suggesting tc/iB 
Magistrates tho desirability of ordering special arrangements (») for the dete^“ 
tion of undor-trial juvenile offenders ; (ii) for the speedy disposal of sud 
cases, and (m) for separation within the precincts of their Courts of all juvenih 
offenders who may be brought before them ; and drawing the attention ol 
the Magistrates to section 602 of the Criminal Procedure Code, and seotioi 
31 of the Reformatory Schools Act, 1897, which give Magistrates ample powei 
of dealing suitably with juvenile petty offenders, while their other powen^ 
under the Reformatory Schools Act, and the Whipping Act probably *enabl#.i 
them to deal with more serious offenders without having recourse to th^ 
punishment of imprisonment : and to ask the Government if it will oonsidd 
the advisability of issuing ordera on similar lines to the Magistrates dt Bengal S 
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The Hon’ble He. Richabdsok replied; — 


The G’oyeniiiient of Bombay will be requested to favour this Govern- 
ment with a copy of the Resolution to which the Hipn’ble Member refers. 
When this is received this Government will consider whether it should take 
a6tion on similar lines. 

“ I may teU the Hon’ble Member that a rule in the Jail Code provides 
for the segregation of under-trial prisoners, male and female, and for the 
*8ep}ration of male under-trial prisoners under the age of 18 from other 
prisoners, and of those under such ago who have attained the age of puberty 
from those who have not. 


* After the existing Criminal Procedure Code was passed, the attention of 
Magistrates was directed to the provisions of section 662, Further measures 
to ensure that no juveniles are unnecessarily detained in a Reformatory School 
are under consideration.’’ 


TBANSFEB op 8nB-DIVI8IONAL KEAD-QTJAETKBS FROM BAJMAHAL TO 
SAHEBGANJ I.N THE SOOTllAL FaKGaNAS. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shurfuddin asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to state if it intends to transfer the 
Sub-divisional Head-quarters from Rajmahal to Sahebganj in the district of 
the Sonthal Parganas ? 

If so, will the Government be pleased to state what new circumstancos 
have transpired to necessitate such a change since, in reply to a question on the 
subject by the Hon’ble Rai 13ah(jdur Tarini Prasad, four years ago, the Qovortf^ 
ment was pleased to declare that it had no such intention? 


The Hon’ble Carlyle replied : — 

‘‘Attention has recently been drawn again to the proposal made some 
years ago to transfer the yub-divisional Hoad-quarters from Rajmahal to 
Sahebganj, in the district of the Sonthal Parganas. Ihit the Government has 
not yet had the opportunity of re-considering the proposal, and will certainly 
not pass any orders in regard to it without hearing all that can be urged 
against it.” 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE RKGABDINO THE PAY AND PEO6PE0T8 OF 
MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state if it has received the final 
report of the Committee appointed to inquire into, and report on, the present 
pay and prospects of the ministerial oificers and to suggest means for their 
improvement ? 

If the report has been received, will the Government be pleased to publish 
it for general information, and to state what action the Government is going 
to take on the rfport, and wlfen ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied r — 

“The report has been received and is at present under the consideration 
of Government, It cannot at present be published,” 
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FLOODS IN NOBTH BIHAB. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the reports which 
this Government has submitted to the Government of India on the recent floods 
in North Bihar ? 

In view of tho facts that the recent floods in North Bihar have caused 
serious damage to the standing crops, that the outturn of the Bhadoi crops is, 
expected to bo much below the normal, that on account of the Sept^ber 
rainfall in Bihar having been less than half of the normal average ^the normal 
average is 9*40 and tho actual for September, 1900, is 4'56, vide Oaloutta 
Gazette of tho 17th October last), the winter paddy crops cannot be expected 
to be a bumper one, and that this year there has been an unusually large 
export of food-grains from Bihar into East Bengal, will the Government be 
pleased to state whether it apprehends a famine or a severe scarcity in Bihar 
in the near future, and, if so, what stops tho Government proposes to take 
to meet the situation ? 

If the information now before the Government does not enable it to give 
a definite reply to the above question, will the Government be pleased tOr 
institute an early and careful inquiry into the matter and publish the result of 
such an inquiry for the assurance of the public ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

With reference to tho Ilon’ble Member’s Questions, I am directed to' 
lay on tho table the reports submitted by this Government to the Govern- 
ment of India on the recent floods in North Bihar. Famine has been declared 
in tho Rosorha and Bahera thanas of Darbhanga, and will probably have to 
be declared in other thanas later on. So far as our information now goes, it 
is not certain that famine will have to bo declared in any other Bihar district, 
but the state of things is being carefully watched. Test works have been 
opened both in Muzaffarpur and in Saran, and if they* show that famine 
conditions exist, famine will at once bo declared wherever severe distress is 
likely to prevail.” 


BHADOI CHOPS OP BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syfd Shurfuddin asked: — 

Will the Government bo pleased to state upon what authority the 
Director of i^griculturo bases his preliminary forocaet of tho Bhadoi cr^ps of 
Bengal (published in tho Calcutta Gazette of the 17th October last), in 
whicli ho says that “on tho whole 75 per cent, of a normal outturn may safely 
be expected ? ” 

Will the Government bo further pleased to state fully the process by which 
the Director of Agriculture has got the information on which he bases bis 
report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

“The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Forecast itself as published in 
the Gazette with the details received from each district Ih the Appendix, 
This will probably give him all the information he requires. If not, the 
Director of Agriculture will be glad to give him any further information. 

*• The Hon’ble Member will find the answer to the second part of 
^estion in Chapter II of the Manual of Rules for the preparation of Or^ 
Reports and Agricultural Btatis^icis issued under the authority of GovenuDont*” . 
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ToLLrS NALLAH CANAL. 

The Hon’ble Hr. BssTBiic asked: — 

Win the OoYenunent be pleased to state if a etatement can now be laid 
OB the table explaining the present position of the Toll>^s NallaL Canal project? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Inqlis rep lied:— 

The Lieutenant-GoTernor is unable to add to the statement made in 
aniwer to the question on this subject which was asked at the meeting of 
the Council on the 18 th August last. The matter is under discussion with the 
GoTomment of India.’’ 


LOCAL FUNDS BBLATING TO TRADE AND COMMERCE CONTROLLED BT 
OOTERNMENT. 

The Hon’ble Mb* Bertram asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state what otlier funds besides the 
Boiler Fund, the Pilotage Fund and the Port Hospitol Dues Fund, relating to 
Trade and Commerce, they at present oontrol, ana if there is any valid reason 
why the accrued balances at credit of the three named funds, in addition to 
any others controlled by Government, should not be invested in interest bearing 
securities ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inolis replied:— 

“The Fire Brigade Fund and the Orinsa Ports Fund, which are excluded 
local fundi, ore controlled by Government. The Inland Labour Transport 
Fund is an Incorporated Local Fund and is also controlled by Government. 
The question of the best method of dealing with the balances of the Funds 
referred to in the Uon’ble Member's question will be further considered.” 

• 

THE CALCUTTA IMPROVEMENT SCHEME. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Bertram asked 

Can the Government make a statement as to the present position of 
the Calcutta Improvement Scheme,” and when is a Bill on the subject likely 
to Ib introduced into this Council ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. McIntosh replied:— 

The scheme is still under the consideration of the Governments of 
Jndia and Bengal, It is impossible to give any definite reply to this question 
pX present.” 

ST. PAUL'S school AT DARJEELING. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Bertram asked:— ^ 

Will the Government be pleased to state if they i^nd to t^e over 
St. Paul’s School at Darjeeling from the present governing body, and, if so, on 
yrhai jtornMi aud Conditions ? 

The Hon’blfi Mr. Bichabdson replied:— 

“Government has no intention of taking over St. Paid’s Sohool from the 
governing body. Proposals are, however, under consideration whwh may lead 
|;o a change in the constitution of that body.” 
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PlSHSaY INV£6TiaATI05 SOHXliE. 

The Hon'ble Ms. Bektrah asked: — 

Will the Govemnieiik be pleased to state if, after Mr* EL. G. Gapte^s 
present mission is ended, they intend to organize a Fishery InTestigation 
l^heme somewhat similar to that instituted by the Madras Govenmiaiii? 

The Hon’ble Me. Carlyle replied:-— 

*^Mr. K. G. Gupta has been placod on special duty by the Bengal 
Government for six months so as to commence an inquiry regarding.Benigal 
fisheries; but as it is recognized that this time is insufficient for %e com** 
pletion of his inquiries, the Government of India have been asked to allow 
his deputation to be extended and to select an expert from England to be 
associated with him in his inquiries.” 

A SECOND STEAM PILOT VESSEL. 

The Hon’ble Me. Beeteah asked: — 

Can the Government now state if they are to make provision in the 
next Budget for the cost of a second pilot steamer ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied: — 

Subject to the approval of the Government of India, it is proposed to 
provide funds for the second steam pilot vessel in the Budget (ot next 
year.” 


MB. PBOTHBBO AND THE PBINCIPAL8HIP OP THE PBESiDENCt 
COLr.EGE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked: — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the grounds on which it 
has superseded Mr. IVothero in the recent officiating appointment of the 
Principal of the Presidency College ? 

(5) Is it not the fact that Mr. Prothero had once before officiated as 
Principal of the Presidency College for a period of six months ? 

(<?) Was any fault found with Mr. Prothero’s Principalship of the Presi- 
dency College ? 

(dy Is it a fact that after Mr. Prothero had acted as Principal of the 
Presidency College, or at any other time, ho was very strongly recommended 
by Sir Alexander Pcdlor, the late Director of Public Instruction, lor the post 
of the Direotor of Public Instruotion, Punjab ? 

( 0 ) Is the Government aware that Mr^, Prothero was very popular with 
the professors and the students during the time that he held the office of the 
Principal of the Presidency College and he enjoyed the complete confidence 
of the Wonts? 

(/) Is the Government awai*e that all the Anglo-Bens^ newspwm haw# 
regrettM the supersession of Mr, Pirothero and ascribed the sam# to his well- 
known attitude of sympathy towards the Indian students? . 

(^) Z>oee the Gov^mept think it conducive to the interests entrusted 
into bands of the officers of the Education Department to arbitraii^ 
supersede senior officers towards the close of their service ? 



• The Hon^ble Bjcajomojst repKed 

**1 cannot undertake to answer the Hon^ble Member's long eeriee of 
yneifciona oatefforicallj and 1 much regret being called upon to make in public 
a eM^^arison l^etween the merits of the two officers referred to* The tek Is 
an impious onci but the Hon’hle Member leares me no option. 

** The Prinoipalahip of the Ebresidency College is one of the most important 
^ posts in the Edncation Departmenti and in filling that post the claims of 
seniority must be subordinated to the principle of selection, and personal 
* considerations to the interests of the public serrioe. The appointment of 
Hr. Little to officiate as Principal was made after a most oarefnl consideration 
of fhe circumstances of the case. Mr. Prothero was not lightly passed over, 
bnt^Mr. Little was preferred because he was thought to possess qualifications 
for*the post which are not to be found in Mr. Prothero. 

It is true that Mr. Prothero once acted as Principal without exciting 
idverso comment. No fault was found with his Prinoipalship, but the present 
issue does not depend on a comparison of faults but on a comparison of merits. 
The conditions now are changed. Proposals for the improvement of the 
Presidency College are likely to come under consideration, and it was felt 
that Mr. little possessed in a superior degree the abilities which the situation 
Requires. In brief, Mr. Little was selected on the ground of fitness for 
the post and in the interests of the public seryioe. The selection was in no 
sense arbitrary. It was made by one Lieutenant-G-overnor and endorsed by 
another. It was made in the exercise of the discretion vested in the Govern- 
ment and with a full sense of responsibility. 

** 1 oonoeiye that a proper application of the principle of Holection is 
necessary to the efficiency, and promotes ihe interests, of every public depart- 
ment. If the post in question is, as 1 think the Hon’ble Member will admit 
it is, of suflicient importance to justify the application of that principle, then 
I think that no fault can be found with the aotiou which the Govornmeut 
has taken. 

am not aware that Mr. Prothero was recommended by Sir Alexander 
Pedler for the post of Director of Public Instruction in tlio Punjab ; nor am 
1 aware why, if the recommendation was ever made, it was not accepted. 

“As regards the newspapers, they do not perhaps afford the best moans 
of discussing an entirely personal issue. The suggestion that Mr. Prothero 
was superseded because he was popular and enjoyed the confidence of the 
students is absolutely without foundation. 1 regret th^t the Hon’blo Member 
has thought it consistent with the dignity of tiiis placo to repeat the 
suggestion to-day,” 


EULB EEOABDING OPFIOIaTING PEBIODS QP SERVICE COUH TING TOW ABD3 

PENSION. 

The Hon'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Baso said:— 

The Goyemment wap pleased, in answer to a question put by the 
Mon%ld'Babn Ambika Oharan Masumdar, in March last, to state “that the 
question of amending the rule according to which officiating periods of seryioo 
innot be counted towards pension is already under oonsidBration, and the 
Qovemmont hopes to be able to make a definite pronouncement regdtding it at 
an early date,” and vOn the occasion of the last Budget debate, tne Honble 
Mr. Biohardson was pleased to observe as follows:— “ Government Hr s under 
ill oonsideration .certain proposals for in^noving the conditions of service m 
regards the rules regulating iMve and pension,” Will the Guveram<'nt ^ 
1 ^ ^' ^ state if any definite (Conclusion has been amved at on this subject, 
and^S^^sOy will the Govennneht be pleased to make the promised pronounebr 
aaont? 
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The Hon^ble Mr. Richabdsok replied - 

The proposale referred to u]re itill under oonsideration in ootumnDiention 
with the Government of India.*’ 


MINISI'BBIIL OFFICERS' SALARIES COMMITTSS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupehdha Nath Basu asked : — t 

As the Ministerial Officers* Salaries Committee presided over bf tliA 
Hon’ble Mr. Slacks has made its report, will the Government be pleiuied 
to state when the necessary resolution will be issued on the subject; so tnat‘’all 
ministerial officers may get the benefit which the Government has been pleased 
to grant to a selected number ? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied 

The question has already been answered in the reply to the question 
of the Hon* ole Mr. Shurfuddin.** 


NOMINATION BY THE SYNWOlTE OF M A.'g TO THE PBOVINCIAL SKRYlOB, 

The Hon’ble Badu Buupenora Nath Ba^ asked : — 

Owing to the period when the new system of appointment to the 
Subordinate Provincial Service was introduced, the M. A.*s of 1003 and the 
B. A.*s and B. Sc.’s of 1904 were excluded from nomination by the SyndioalS, 
the Government was pleased to give an assurance at the meeting of the Council 
held on the 19th August, 1905, that in the event of the Provincial Service cadre 
being increased, two or three distinguished M. A ^s of 1903 and B. A ’s of 1904 
recommended by the Syndicate should be appointed? (>wiug probably to 
oversight, this assurance was not earned out at the last increase of the cadre. 
Will me Government be ^pleased to state if it will take any step to leotily this 
omission ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Carltlb replied 

^^One M. A. of 1903 will be appointed this year and another will get aii 
appointment next yeai.” 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES IN THE LEGISLATIVE 00UN01L8 OF BENGAL A9P 
EASTERN BENGAL AND ASSAM. 

The Hon’blo Babb Jooekdra Chandra Ghosb asked:—* 

(1) Has the Government considered whether any measures may be ti^en 
to prevent the anomaly that will immediately arise by the amendrtient of 
some of the Bengal Acts now in force in both Bengals, by this Council aikd of 
others by the Legislative Council of Eastern Bengal ? 

Is it possible toTurovide that the Statute Book of the existing Bengal Acta 
may not bo different by amendment or repeal in the two provinces creatiiig 
groat confusion in the administration of justice ? 

(£) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the propopd 
amemment of some of the most important Bengal Acts by the Lqaislative 
Counoil of Eastern Bengal ? In case of such amendment, Goes tbia mvearuv^ 
mens also propose to bring forward Bills to adopt the alterations made In 
)aw by the other Legislative Counoil ? 
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(^) Ib it not poBsible for the two Legialative CoancHs to act in oonoett in 
order to keep the law in the two Bengals identical, and thus alJay the ponular 
apprehension on the score of there being different laws in the two Bengals r 


Tho Hon ble Mr. Caelyl*^: replied: — 

reply to parts (i) and (S) of this question the Governments of two 
Provinces consult freely as to any legislative action to bo taken, and are made 
ftrlly acquainted with each othePs proposals and intention. But it would be 
absnrd^to say that the circumstances of tno two provinces are identical to such a 
degree as necessarily to demand precisely the sanio measures in every instance. 

** (jB) The Hon’ble Member docs not specify the measures which ho has in 
view ; and the question is too vague to permit of a dehnite answer.” 


JUDICIAL SERVICES IN BENGAL AND EASTERN BENGAL AND ASSAM. 

The Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghosh asked 

Is it a fact that by the division of tho Judicial Service, there will b(^ 
a larger proportion of Subordinate Judges to Munsifs in Wostom Bengal than 
in that part of the service that may bo allotted to Eastern Bengal to the dis* 
advantage of the latter ? 

Will tho Government be pleased to state the reasons or lay on the table 
papers showing the reasons for dividing a service which is for all practical 
purposes under the High Court ? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 


“The question of separating the Judicial services of this Province and 
Eastern Bengal and Assam is still under consideration. No papers can be 
laid on the tabic at present.” 


SHIP CANAL FROM THE HOOGHLY TO BIDYADHARI. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra (those asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any chance 
of the proposed Ship Canal from the Hooghly to tho Bidyadhari which has k^en 
approved by it, as greatly facilitating the navigation of steamers and boats 
plying between Western and Eastern Bengal, and as improving the drainage 
md wnitation of the District of 24-Parganas, being taken up in the near 
future ? 


The Hon’ble Mil Inglis replied 

“The Hoh’ble Member is referred to the answer already given to the 
question on the same subject asked by the Hon’ble Mr, Bertram.” 
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I’HE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1906. 

The Hon’ble Me. Cablyle moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
and Muppleiuent the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, He Baid: — 

I will explain the Hill when I am being called on to move the ne zt 
raotion.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle then introduced the Bill, and moved that it be 
lead in Council. He said: — 

‘ Your Honour: the Bill which I have the honour to introduce to-daj 
lias been preceded by four Acts amending the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. 
The only one of general importance passed up to the present is Bengal 
Act III of 1898. It dealt mainly with the settlement of rents, as the 
jjrocedure laid down by the Act of 1885 had been f(und unworkable where 
rtjiits were being settled on a large scale. 

The discussions which led up to the present Bill may be said to have 
commenced in May, 1901, when the Board submitted a copy of a judgment 
given by the Special Judge of Darbhanga accepting a compromise between a 
raiyet and his landlord as validating an enhancement of rent which the raiyat 
would have been unable to validate by a contract between himself and his landlord, 
A short time before this, in December, 1900, the British Indian Association 
submitted a representation to Government on the subject of the diflicuHies 
which landlorus encounter and the hardship, harassment and loss they undergo 
in the matter of collection and recovery of rent and cesses. The Association 
suggested a number of amendments of the Tenancy Act in connection with 
their representation. A reply was sent to this letter by the Bengal Government 
in May, 1902, refusing in the main to accept the suggestions made. In 
September, J 902, the Board of lie venue submitted for the consideration and orders 
of Government a letter from the Director of Land Records bringing to notice 
the rareness of cases in which the rocoids of survey and settlement proceedings 
were examined before decrees were given by Civil Courts for higher rents than 
were recorded in the khatians after careful inquiries by He venue-officers. On 
receipt of this letter tho Bengal Government asked the Board of Revenue to 
consider a suggestion that a landlord should be required either by law or by 
rule to file a copy of the settlement khutiaii iu every rent suit. The Board of 
Revenue replied in August, 1904, dealing with the whole question of the 
disregaid by tlie Civil Courts of settlement proceedings. A few days later the 
Board submitted for the information of Government a copy of correspondence 
with Commissioners of Divisions regarding the necessity of legislation to protect 
raiyats from illegal or undue enhancement of rents. The question of- the 
necessity of amending tho Tenancy Act was considered by all the Com- 
njiseioners of this province at meetings held in September, 1904. The great 
majority of the Commissioners were of opinion that it was necessary to give 
weak and subservient tenants increased protection from illegal and undue 
enhancement of rents in Court and out of Court. After oonsiaering veuioua 
reports and the opinions of tho Commissioners a draft Bill was circulated for 
opinion by the Bengal Government on the 29th of November, 1904, Thie Bill 
was a very short one dealing with the maintenance of the reoord-of-rights, the 
enhancement of rents, and a record of rights in water used for agriculture 
purposes. Tho Bill was subjected to a good deal of hostile criticism and it was 
decided by the l.ieutenant-Goveinor, before proceeding with the amendment of 
the Tenancy Act, to appoint a Committee to comdder certain important questions 
connected therewith. A Committee was accordingly appointed over which 
Mr. Hsre, Senior Member of the Board of Revenue, presided. It included tbe^ 
following unofficial members, namely:— Raja Ban Behari l^pnr, Baja Peaijr^ 
M<»han Mukherjee, Babu CbatarbLooj Sahay and Mr. A. C. Chaterjee. 
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. , menttlwiil of t'le Committee were Bpeoiallv aitked to give their 
opmon on the following points:—* The failure of the Courts to use survey ar.d 
settlement records the question of how to deal with zamindars who by 
nlegitimute pressure exacted from their raiyats illegal rents in excess of those 
♦ ^ The Government also remarked that a subject 

to which) Government is awarO) many zamindars atrach great importaroe is the 
<]meBtmn of facilitating the recovery of undisputed rents.’ The members bf 
this Committee were unanimously of opinion tnat Government should take up 
the amendment of the Tenancy Act as a whole and not deal separately with 
di^rent matters reouiring an alteration of the law. The opinion of the Com- 
mittee was accepted by Government and a Bill was drawn up dealing with the 
lien^l Tenancy Act as a whole. In drawing op this Bill all the amendments 
put forward from lime to time were considered and either embodied in the 
draft or deliberately rejected. The whole Bill was then submitted to a Com- 
mittM over which the Ilon’ble Mr Justice Kampini presided. The unoffioial 
membe^ were: the Maharaja of Darbhanga, the Maharaja of Gidhour, Uaja Ban 
Hehari Kapur and Haja Peary Mohan Mukherjee, while the offitjial members were: 
Mr. HarO) Senior Mein^r oi the Board, Mr. B.L. Gupta, Legal Remembrancer, 
and Mr. J, H, Kerr, Director of Land Records and Agricultuie, and myself. 

^ ** The Bill now before the Council, with a few minor exceptions, is exactly 
as^ it left the hands of the Committee. The report submitted by the Com- 
mittee was unanimous and concludes as follows : — 

* Although certain provisioDB of the Bill do not entirely commend themselves to the non- 
official members of the Committee, yet it is considered that the Bill as a whole deals fairly 
with the difficulties which have arisen and with defects which have revealed themselves during 
recent years in the woiking of the Tenancy A (A. They hope that it will result in the 
improv ement of the relations between landlords and tenants generally, and they therefore 
•uhmit it for the favourable consideration of (jovernment/ 

I trust that a Bill which has passed the scrutiny of so competent and in- 
fluential a body of non-official critics will also meet with favourable consideration 
in this Council. 

** While, as I Jiave already pointed out, this Bill owes its genesis in the main 
to the fact that local officers and the Settlement Department drew the attention 
of Government to the way in which the settlement records arc being overridden 
and rents illegally and inequitably enhanced, yet the Bill now before the 
Council repiosents a serious attempt by Government to do all in its power 
to meet the reasonable aud just demands of zamindars. Legislation, if it is 
to do justice to all parties, must as a rule end in a compromise between con- 
flicting claims, and it is the duty of Government to see that the adjustment 
is as far as possible equitable. While therefore Government cannot hope 
that Bengal landlords will view with entire satisfaction every clause in this 
BiH, they do hope that the great body of landlords will share the views of 
their*di8tingui8hea representatives on the Committee which considered the 
Bill and will accept it as one which ‘as a whole deals fairly with the difficul- 
ties which have arisen and with the defects which have revealed themselves 
in recent years with the working of the ’Tenancy Act.’ 

V Probably no clause in the Bill will be more generally acco}>lablc to land- 
lords than the one which deals with the summary procedure for the recovery 
of rents. Many attempts have been made to devise some solution of the 
problem how to give landlords a summary procedure for the recovery of rents 
without dang*er of serious oppression to raiyats, and very competent authorities 
have prtmounced the problem to be insoluble. The last serious attempt to 
provide a summary procedure for the recovery of arrears of rent was mode 
by Sir Charles Elliott in 1895. A Bill was drawn up and circulated under hw 
instmetions, lut met with very strong opposition and was dropped by Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie when it came before him as Lieutenant-Governor. The 
Hoard of Revenue strongly opposed the Bill, among other grounds, because 
it did not provide any means of enforcing the keeping of proper accounts"^ 
ooHectionB, because suits were to bo tried by Civil Courts, and becati^l^ 
Act was to be introduced in areas where the maintenance of the reeofa-Oi- 
ri^hisi was obSjt insuied by Bcmgal Act HI of 1895, an Act wbiiffi di4 
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provide for tlie mutation of names of proprietors nor for changes in the rents 
payable. The Board’s strongest objection whs perhaps that there was great* 
danger in giving a summary procedure to landlords who might in some oases 
bo dishonest and unscrupulous. Whether wo have succeeded in devising a 
summary procedure which will stand the test of further careful inquiry and 
criticism is for the Council to decide, but I may point out various ways in 
which we escape the criticisms of the Board on the last attempt# The proce- 
dure is onl}^ to be given to landlords personally. This should excluae the 
dishonest and umsorupulous landlord. It is to be given only k) landlords who 
allow their accounts to be inspected by Revenue -officers. This ensures that 
no landlord shall have such powers unless his accounts are properly kept. 

“Finally the summary procedure is only to be given in areas 
in which the rcoord-of-rights has not oidy already been prepared and 
published, but in which it is being periodically revised. The members 
of this Council will no doubt agreo with me that such powers can only be 
given with the strongest saft guards, and the Local Government must have 
full power to give or withdraw such powers without assigning any reason, 
I foresee two main criticisms ; one is likely to come from some landlords 
to the effect ttint the grant of those powers is so safeguarded that no one 
will be able to avail himsolf of them. 1 do not agree with this. I believe 
that ztimiudar.^ holding lands in areas wliere a record^of-rights has been 
maintained will find no difficulty in getting Government to permit them to 
adopt the summary procedure, if they can satisfy Government that their 
accounts are properly kept up, and if they are known to be men of such probity 
and force of character as not only to be incapable of misusing these powers 
personally, but also to be able to prevent misuse of these powers by their 
servants. On the otlier hand, 1 have little doubt tlmt it will be urged that, 
however mucl» these powers are safeguarded, it is still t-m dangerous to give 
them to a landlord as the temptation to uso them, so as to ruin any tenant who 
may sot liiinsolf against his landlord, would bo S ) strong that, however 
honourable the landlord himsolf might bo, be would not bo able to prevent 
his servants abusing the summury proeeduio. Tho reply is that there are 
two safeguards. In tho first place, no z imindar to vvhoin the privilege has 
once been given will bo willing to forfeit it, and bis whole interest will 
therefore lio in seeing tliat his servants do not abuse the piivilogc. The 
other safeguard is that cases will bo heard by a Revenue-officer familiar with 
tho circumstanc(‘S of tlio estate. Ho would very soon find out if the summary 
procedure were being abused to coerce tho r/iiyats. 

“ It is in my opinion futile to hope by means of legislation to bo able to 
prevent tho abuse by an unscrupulous man of his power to crush individual 
opponent^ by a dishonest use of his wealth and position, but in this case there 
arc special reasons why a zamindar should be most ciu’eful to avoid abusing 
these special powers, or allowing his servants to do so, lie would know 
that even oue proved instance of the abuse of these powers would very likely 
lead to the privilege being withdrawn, while any general abuse of the priv- 
ilege could not bo concealed, and would certainly load to the powers being 
withdrawn. 

“ While clause 33 is probably tho one that will attract most notice as 
conferring a boon on the zamindars, a great deal has been done in other .parts 
of the Bill to meet tho legitimate desires of zamindars, and, to show how far 
this is the case, 1 will again refer to the representation of the British Indian 
Association of 1902 mentioned by me before, I will touch only oq suggestions 
directly affecting the Tenancy Act. 

“ The first suggestion of the British Indian Association was that section 3, 
clause 5, of tho Bengal Tenancy Act, should be amended; ‘rent^ being 
defined so as to include * interest ’ payable on an overdue instalment of rent 
and cesses. Effect has l>een given to this suggestion in clause i of the Bill, 

“ The next suggestion of tlie British Indian ^Association related to sections 
12 to 16. It was proposid \o repeal these sections, and to re-enact the law aa 
contained in section 27 of Act X, of 1859, the tenant being bound in all 
cases of transfer to register tlie transfer in the landlord's ehemtay and tha 
topant also having the right to sue the landlord for registration in case of 
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^ the landlord refusinif to register the t.ransf«T. While Govemment has not 
accepted the sugges^n of tlie British ludian Association that the registration 
of transfers be left to landlords, they have, in claused of the Bill, provided 
that * nothing contnined in any deed of transfer to which the landlord is 
not a party shall be evidence against the landlord of the permanence, bxity 
of rent, specihoation of area, transferability or any incident of any tenure 
• or holding referred to in such deed ; ’ and clause b of the Bill provides that 
the acceptance by a landlord of the fees payable under the foregoing sections 
in (fuestion sliall not operate as an admission as to the permanence, fixity 
of rent, specification of area, transferability or any incident of the tenure or 
holding for which such foes have been paid, nor as an express consent to the 
division of the tenure or holding, or to the distribution of the rent thereof.* 

I trust it will be generally admitted that the compromise adopted by Govern- 
ment is a fair one. 

^^The third suggestion of the British Indian Association was to the effect 
that the entry of area of a tenure or holding in tlio rent-receipt of a tenant 
should bo primd facie proof of the correct area of the land for which rent had 
been previously paid by him. While Guvornment cannot go the length of 
jftcce])ting the proposal that an entry of the area in the rent-receipt should bo 
accepted as primd facie proof, it would be too dangerous in the hands of some 
zamindara, they have in clause 1 1 of the Bill provided that where the landlord 
or tenant can prove that there is a custom in the village of settlement being 
made after measurement, it may be presumed that ttie area of the tenure or 
holding specified in any patta^ kahuliyaty or rent-roll relating to it has been 
entered in such patta^ kahuliyat^ or rent-roll after measurement. Government 
believes that this provision will enable zamindars to prove excess areas with 
much greater facility than at present. The section as now drafted corresponds 
very closely with the actual practice of the Settlement Department, whi(5h, in 
this case, has leaned rather to the side of the zamindars, as, under the law as 
it stands, proof of excess area can rarely bo given in such a form as to meet the 
demands of the Civil Courts. 

** The next suggestion of the British Indian Association related to the 
difficulty sometimes experienced by co-sharers in collecting thoir rents. The 
provisions of clauses 34 and 35 of the Bill facilitate the^ realization by co- 
sharers of their rents, while protecting the raiyats against harassment by a 
number of suits by different co-siiarors. The net result of these clauses is 
that a single co sharer is empowered to sue for the rent due to all the cor 
sharers, and the tenure or holding passes in execution of a decree obtained in 
such a suit, provided that tlie other co-sliarers have been made parties, while 
the sale-proceeds are divided among them in proportion to the amount 

found due to each. 

• . 

“ The next suggestion of the British Indian Association related to the thorny 
question of distraint of crops. The Association suggested that the landlord 
should liave the first lien on the crop, which should not bo allowed to be 
removed until the rent was paid. This suggestion cannot bo accepted by 
Government, as, in the hands of an unscrupulous zamiudar, it might be made 
an intolerable engine of oppression. As, however, it apnears that the powers of 
landlords to distrain crops are at present frequently nullified by tenants filing 
applications before Collectors for appraisement of crops in respect of which 
the Civil Courts pass an order of distraint, tiius protracting the proceedings 
some times for years, it is provided by clause 14 that no order should bo passed 

on an application under this section after an application under section 121 for 

the distraint of the crops of a tenant has been made by the landhjrd and 
admitted by the Civil Court. And if after an order has been passed under this 
section, it appears that an application for the distraint of the tenant a crops has 
been made to the Civil Court before the application was made under this 
section, the Collector shall stay all proceedings under this section. 

The next suggestion of the British Indian Association related to the 
\ method of the service of summons on the defendant, and it was suggested that 
ih&re would be less room for fraud than at present if the summons were ^ryed 
^ acknowledgements of service received by the Postal Department This is a 
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matter with which the High Court can deal, and the High Court boa been 
addressed on the subject; but it appears more likely that fraud can be reduoed 
by the service of summons through panchayats. Expeiiments in this direction 
are being made at present in several districts where revenue processes 
are being served through Presidents of panchayats instead of by Nizarat peons. 

“ The next suggestion of the British Indian Association related to the fact 
that false pleas were frequently raised by tenants of having fully paid the rent 
claimed in the suit, and they suggested that the law should make it compulwy 
for a tenant to deposit the entire amount of claim, or a receipt for the same, 
before allowing him to enter a defence. This question was raised before the 
Committee which dealt with this Bill in connection with ex*parte decrees, but it 
was pointed out that the landlord's proper remedy was to apply to the Court 
for damages. 

The last matter dealt with by the British Indian Association, so far as 
the Tenaucv Act is cuncernod, referred to the ajiplication of section 311 of the 
Civil Procedure (-ode to all sales of tenures and holdings under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. This has been dealt with in clause 37 of the Bill, which pro* 
vides that, if a tenant chooses to have a sale set aside by paying the decretal 
amount, he cannot subsequently also proceed under section 311 of the Code of*^ 
Civil Procedure. 

I have dealt at some length with the British Indian Association’s letter, 
because I think ft will show how careful Government has been to consider 
every reasonable request made by landlords to alter provisions of the Bill 
which bear unnecessarily hardly upon them. 

I may note two other provisions introduced in this Bill in favour of 
landlords. The first clause I would refer to is clause 13, which is designed to 
check the attempts so frequently made by tenants to convert suits for arrears 
of rent into title suits, by setting up title as landlord in a third person or in 
themselves. It has been proposed that, on the analogy of section 11 of the 
Transfer of Property Act, the penalty for denial of landlord’s title should be 
forfeiture of tlie raiyati rights. This, however, would appehr to be too severe 
a punishment. Jn many cases, especially where a tenant has to deal with a 
number of zamindars with conflicting interests, ho would often be in a very - 
difficult position if he did not entirely identify his interests with one of the 
parties, and taking all the circumstances into account, it seems that a maximum 
penalty of ten times the amount of annual rents is sufficient. 

“ Another clause which has been inserted with a view to meeting the con- 
venience of zamindars is clause 31(;^) of the Bill, which provides — 

* Where any account-books, rent-roll^ or colleotion or measurement papers have been 
produced by a landlord in any Court in a suit pending therein, copies of, or .extraops from, 
■uoh documents, which have been certified by a d\dy authorized officer of such Court to be 
true oopioB or extracts, may bo admitted in evidence in proof of tho originals in any other 
•nit instituted in the same or another Court, unless the Court in which such copies or extracts 
are produced sees lit to require the production of the originals/ 

It lays down provisions similar to those of the Bankers’ Evidence Act as 
regards landlords’ account-books, rent-rolls, collection and measurement papers. 
In such cases, when the originals have once been produced in Court in any suit, 
the landlord is permitted to file copies or extracts from such documents in 
subsequent suits, subject to the right of the Court to ask for the production of 
the originals if necessary. 

“ I have no^y to draw the attention of the Council to those clauses of the 
Bill which deal with illegal and improper enhancements of raiyati rents, the 
failure of many zamindars to give receipts, and the disregard of the settlement 
records by the Civil Courts. 

‘‘ The Board’s letter of 1904 and its enclosures, regarding the protection of 
raiyats from illegal or undue enhancement of rents, affords melancholy reading 
as showing the extent to which zamindars in many districts in all parts of the 
jjAovince have abused their powers, I cite a few instances. The Collector of 
Jessore reports that landlords compel their tenants to agree to illegal enhance-/ 
mont, by suing for rents every kist^ or by allowing arrears to mount up^ 
Kooeipts are. not given, or the details are incorrectly filled in. FttniJ 
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Marshidabad, the Oolleotor reports that in some cases the zamindar manufac- 
tures evideuoe of increased rents by false entries on counterfoils of receipts. 
A special method of enhancing rents is liesoribed as follows:— 

* Advantage hM been taken by the clever advisers of oertain large aamindars of the 
Hjgh Oourt*8 decision oontaiced in Indian Law Keports XVIII, Cal., page 333, which 
lays down that a raiyati to avoid litigation, can enter into an agreement for an excessively 
enhanoed rent. Within two or three years of the ruling, dfi., about 10 years ago, criminal 
easee, suits, etc., on a large scale were brought or threatened against the raiyata of a oertain 
zamindar. The Mtinsifs now hold under the above ruling tliat excessive enhanoements made 
in oonsequenoe of snob litigation, threatened or real, are legal. ’ 

** The Collector cd the 24-Pargana0 reported that proper receipts for rents 
dre seldom giyen, and pressuro was thus brought to bear on the tenants. From 
Darbhanga, it was reported that ii favourite method of obtaining enhancement 
was to take deeds of surrender from raiyats, purporting to be an honest en- 
deavour to rectify obvious mistakes of the Settlement Department without the 
trouble and expense of going to Court, while, as a matter of fact, the ikramamas 
were not voluntary. I have in my hands a copy of the Board^s letter, and of 
its enclosures, from which 1 could quote many other passages, but I think 
enough has been said to show that Government has to deal with a very serious 
and widespread abuse of tlie law, and, unless the facts are seriously disputed, 
I do not propose to go at length into the evidence as to these abuse , which in 
the first instance led to the initiation of legislation. Hero, again, Government 
is most anxious not, to adopt any measures which would hamper all zamindars, 
good and bad alike, in their dealings with their tenantry. Government desires 
that it should be in their power to discriminate between good and had landlords, 
and even in those cases where some general provision appears to be necessary 
affecting all landlords alike, we have done all that seemed possible to make the 
burden as tolerable as could bo done. 

“ I have already said that it is impossible to prevent bv legislation alone the 
abuse of power by one man over another. No legislation can prevent a 
wealthy man who desires to ruin a poor one from doing so, but Government 
can and ought *to prevent the oppression of one class hy another as a whole. 
Thus, while it may be practically impossible to prevent a powerful and unscru- 
pnlous zamindar from treating unfairly some particular raiyat, 1 believe 
Government can interpose with success where a zamindar is treating unfairly 
the general body of his tenants. 

*‘Tbe clause of the Bill on which I rely most as giving Government power 
to intervene in favour of an oppressod tenantry is, tdause 2o. The wording 
of the clause will probably bo altered in iStdect Committee. It has been 
introduced in its present form, mainly to permit of a declaration by Goveni- 
raonJt that, if section 112 is retained atj a part of the Tenancy Act, it will be 
at liberty to use it under any circumstances in which it may seem equitable 
to exercise this power. Section 112 was, in l88o, made a part of the Act, with 
the avowed object of appl 3 dng it only in the case of areas atfected by agrarian 
disturbances. 

“ Sir Steuart Bayley, when speaking in Council, said : ‘ Wc have, however, 

provided for a special settlement to meet special circumstances. Under the 
special settlement (section 112), the Settlement Officer will have power to settle 
ail rents, and will, moreover, have power to reduce rents on other grounds tha*^ 
those ordinarily applicable, and all such rents as ho settles will hold good 
for the some term of yeais as if fixed under a judicial decree. But this 
procedure, which gives unusual powers of interference, and which is meant 
to be applied only in circumstances in which the operation of the ordinary 
law is likely to prove insufficient, requires some strict safeguard. We have 
therefore provided that it shall only be applied after the previous sanction 
of the Governor General in Council has been obtained. It is an extreme 
power, intended to take the place of Sir Richard Temple’s Agrarian Outrige 
Act, and I trust it will be resorted to as little as that Act was.’ 

Government, therefore, considers it necessary distinctly to raise this issue 
before Council, as it is now proposed that the use of the seotjion is not to be 
xestrioted in this way. 1 may mo point out that the section as amended by 
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clause 25 of the Bill provides a feasible means of settling rents while as sectien 
112 stands at present, it is not at all clear what method is to be used in seitUiig 
them. 

^*It will be seen that the section, as it is now proposed to use it, places in 
the hands of Government a very powerful weapo^n against oppressive landlords. 
The provision that it can only be enforced with the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in Council ensures that a strong case will have to be m^e 
out before it is put in operation. 

** I could, if it were necessary, bring before the Council a great deal of 
evidence to show that one of the commonest forms by which landlords obtain 
unduly enhanced rents is to force their ra^ats to agree to a compromise, either 
before a Revenue Officer or in the Civil Court, whereby they obtain an en- 
hanced rent far larger than could liave been obtained by a contract. Such 
compromises stand on a very different footing from equitable agreements entered 
into by the parties to a suit, with a view to avoiding litigation regarding points 
really in dispute. Here the whole object of the litigation is to enforce a 
demand which the landlord knows he cannot obtain in fair fight, and to give a 
legal colouring to an improper enhancement. Clauses 24 and 30 now make 
it incumbent on the Revenue or Civil Courts, as the case may be, to look 
into compromises and see whether they are in accordance with the law, and 
even if they are not illegal, the Courts may reject them if they appear to be 
unfair and inequitable. 

“ There is a great deal of evidence before Government, which it seems 
unnecessary to produce before the Council (I do not think the facts are disx 
puted), that the Civil Courts, as a rule, take no notice of the record-of-rights 
unless the parties to a case put them in. 1 do not in the least blame the 
Courts. The ludges are in this matter following the usual procedure in only 
dealing with such evidence as is brought before them by the parties, but 
Government cannot contenjplate with equanimity the futility of having a care- 
ful and exhaustive record-of-rights prepared, which is not used by the Courts, 
and provisions have been inserted in clauses 30 and 31 of the Bill with the object 
of compelling the Courts to deal with the record-of-rights where relevant to 
suits between landlords and tenants. As the matter is one of considerable 
importance, I read the provisions of the Bill bearing on this point:"— 

* 147B. In all areus in which a reoord-of-rights has been prepared and finally pnbliihed 
... « ^ ^ . under sub-section (J?) of section 103 A, a Civil Court shall, in 

ri/h£ " *‘11 suits between landlord and tenant as such, have regard to 

the entries in such record of- rights referring to the land in 
dispute which may hn produced before it, unless such entries hove been proved by evidence 
to be incorrect, and, a\ hen a Civil Court passes a decree at vaiianoe with such entries, it 
record its reasons for so doing/ 

“Again, in clause 31, sub-section (j^), it is enacted that— 

‘ Where the suit is for the rent of land situated within an area in which a reoord-of- 
rights has b(en prepared and published, lh« plaint shall, unless the Court is satisfied that the 
plaintiff was prevented by any sufiSoient cause from furnishing such statement, further 
contain a statement of the rental of the tenancy according to the record-of-rights : * 

Provided that, if the Court sees fit at any time to require it, a verified or certified copy 
of, or extract from, the reoord-of-rights relating to the tenancy shall be produced by the 
plaintiff, or shall, if necessary, on the requisition of the Court, be supplied by the QoUeotor 
without payment of foe * 

“I would aekHon’blo Members to notice that section 31, sub-section ba« 
been so framed as to reduce the trouble to the landlords to a minimum, as a bare 
statement of the rental of the tenancy according to the record-of-rights will in 
most cases suffice. 

Another very prevalent abuse is the* failure of many landlords to give 
proper receipts. Section 58 of the Tenancy Act deals with this matter, and 
pwidea that a landlord who refuses or neglects without reasonable cause to 
gi^ a receipt, or who fails without reasonable cause to prepare and retain a 
fonnterfoil or copy of a receipt, fhall be liable, in tbe one case to a suit for a 
penidW, and in uie other to a fine. In practice, Bbe section has proved/ 
a^daaa letter.^ I do not think anyone will dispute the ir|M>rtiip(w cf> 



IIW.3 181 

^ pTr* Cgrfyk; Bobu Bkupendra Bath Baiu,"] 

imamng Iwdlorii to proper reoeipis and to retain oouunterfoils or oopies 
OTwe leeeipte; hit if it is to be enforced^ some new systein of dealing 
vitfi the onenoe is neoessary. The Bill accordingly provides (danse 12) that * 
eogniaance of the ofience may be taken by the Collector, not only upon 
ocHnplaint, but also upon information from a Revenue Officer or report from a 
(Stu Court, and the duty of reporting is laid upon Revenue and cSvil Courts, 

I may note that, to prevent abuse of this section, it has been provided' by clause 
12, sub-section (7 , of that — 

• * Where, in any case under snb-aeotion (5), the OoUeotor aeqaits the landlord or hit 
agent, as the oaee may be, and is satisfied that the complaint or informstion of the tenant on 
wbic^ the proceedings were instituted is false or vezatioas, the Collector may, in his discretion, 
by his order of acquittal, direct the tenant to pay to such landlord or agent snob eompensation, 
nibt exceeding fifty rupees, as the Oollector thinks fit/ 

have now touched on the points in the Bill to which it appears to me 
most imporfant to draw the attention of Council. 

There are several other sections to which I would have liked to have drawn 
tiie altention of Hodble Members, but as they do not appear to me to affect 
the prindples of the Bill, I must content myself with referring to the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons. 

have trespassed for sometime on the indulgence of the Members of 
Council, but I trust 1 will be forgiven, considering the importance of the subject. 

I have no doubt, if the Bill comes before a Select Oommittoo, it will be possible 
to make many improvements in details, but I hope the general principles on 
whitffi the Bill has been framed will commend themselves to this Council.^* 


The Ilon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Babu said:— ‘‘With Your Honour’s 
permission I shall make a few observations cf a general nature on the scope 
of the provisions of this Bill. There are no doubt provisions in it which make 
the position of landlords and tenants as regards each other clearer than they 
are under the existing law, and as such the Bill must be welcomed by both 
landlords and tenants; but before I go further into the provisions of this 
Bill there is one observation which I wish to make with Your Honour’s 
permission: the present Bengal Tenancy Act, as the Council knows, applies to 
Doth Divisions of Bengal; the amendments which are now sought to bo made 
will only apply to the Western Division. At one time when those of us 
who opposed the partition of Bengal put forward the argument that at no 
distant date the landlords of the two Provinces would become dissimilar there 
was no sufficient answer given, and the argument was brushed aside as not 
sufficiently patent or strong ; but, Sir, within a very short time of the partition 
of Bengal the old province is going to introduce substantial modificutions into 
the existing law. It is not known whether these modilications will be adopted 
in the new province ; it was whispered at one time that the late Government 
of Elastern Bengal and Assam were opposed to the introduction of a measure 
like this into their Province. It may be that with the change of Government 
in the illastern Province that opposition will no longer bo pressed, but diffi- 
culties will arise especially in parts of the country where the boundaries about 
on one another, in the administration of justice, particularly regard^ to 

the landlords of Bengal. It is no imaginary difficulty. Sylhet at one time 
uart of the Province of Bengal until it was transferred to Assam. Ihe 
/)uiW0 of Sylbet remain wlysre they were at the time ef the severance ; 
whereas the landlords of Bengal had made considerable progress since that 
time. With these observations 1 proceed to the consideration of some of the 
piinoiplei contained in the Bill. 

'As regards the minor provisions, there is not much to be said, and what- 
ever may have to be said will be said at the proper time. It is a grout thing to 
be able to eay that fees towards which covetuous eyes were caf»t from veno^ 
titMtrtera are after all to go to the landlords, and there will bo no fear ox the 
lights of the landlords being jeopardised by the acceptance of iboBe lees. 

There is one provision of the Bill as regards commomises to y^h 
ttointed attention was called by the hon’ble mover of this motion, that in 
suits compromiBes entered into between landlords and tenants are im 
^ ©fleet to unless they are latilied by the Court, ana the Comt will 
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hav^e power <o sot aside those compromises if it thinks fit. There may bey 
and I regret to say there have been cases, in which undue pressure haa D^n 
put upon the tenants and in which rents have been enhanced without may 
sufficient justification, but when tenants and landlords are at arm’s lengthf 
before the Court fighting each other, and the tenants have the benefit of If gal 
advice, I do not see why the powers ordinarily exercised by litiganU of conung 
to a settlement of their disputes should be withheld from suits of tihis 
description. To my mind, Sir, it seems that no sufficient case has been made 
out for withdrawing from these suits the powers which ordinarily litigants 
exorcise in coming to a settlement of their disputes. ' 

“ Another provision of the Act which to me seems objectionable is where 
the Settlement Officers, in the case of temporarily-settled estates, are given t|]ie 
power of not only revising the assessment, but also of fixing the rents which 
ought to be paid by the tenants to the landlords; the argument put forward in 
support of this provision is that landlords may probably follow the suicidal 
policy of entering into contracts with their tenants for a lease of their 
holdings at rents lower than these which they ought to obtain from their 
tenants. Ido not know if each a course is likely to be followed. I once 
heard a story of a man who, with the object of gaining some influence a.nd 
position, had submitted returns of income to the Income-tax Office which 
were far in excess of what he actually received, but he soon came to grief 
over his folly. 1 am quite sure that those who know how tenants are able 
to protect themselves in most areas will find that if the landlords enter 
into such collusive bargains with their tenants, they will soon come to 
grief, and there is a fooling which I cannot get rid of that probably this 
provision is intended to put on the screw for the purposes of enhancing an 
assossment, and for the purposes sometimes of setting aside contracts which 
have been honestly entered into between landlords and tenants as regards the 
rents of their holdings. But these and others are matters of detail with which 
I shall not trouble the Council at this time. 

Tlieio is, however, one very serious question, — and it is a question of 
principle — involved in this Bill, to which I wish to dra;w tho prominent 
attention of this Council, and that is the power of adopting the certificate 
procedure which is proposed to be conferred upon selected landlords. As a 
luncllord in a small way mysolf, 1 should probably welcome that power and 
that privilege, but at the same time I cannot put away from my mind the 
approhonsiou that triis power may be a source of grave danger to those who 
seek to receive and exercise it. In the first place, this section which provides 
for this power being given is absolutely silent as to tho conditions under which 
the power may be given, it is absolutely silent as to the conditions under which 
tho power may be withdrawn; tho only condition is that tho area must be an 
area in which the record-of-rights has been completed. The other conditions 
which should be annexed should be that the landlord is an honest landlord,* that 
he has dealt fairly by his tenants, and tlmt there are no agrarian disputes in his 
zamindari, but these are things which are nowhere expressed; the Government 
will give the power and Government will withdraw the power without assigning 
any reason whatever. 

“Sir, it is not unknown to Your Honour that in many matter* connected 
with the administration of the State, zamindars have not been able, for 
various reasons, to associate themselves publicly ; there has been always 
the fear of ofiEending the authorities and incurring their displeasure and losing 
some benefit or the fi ar of gaining a decoration or a title being for even lost* 
This attitude of tho landed classes has been, if I may be pennitted to 
say so, a source of grave weakness alike to the State and to the people^ 
and I may also say of danger to both. It is meet and proper that the land- 
holders should take their allotted place i^ all puhlLo movements. Under this 
Bill substantial benefits are to be conferred on landlords, and they may be 
apprehensive thut these benefits will be withdrawn by Government in case 

associate themselves with pubHo movements which may have for their 
(^]bject the criticism of Government measures or of Government action. X see 
My adequate obmpensation in the provision that is now sought to be inlb^noed 
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tor the loss which the community and Government alike will suffer, for it 
cannot be denied that all public lepresentations would gain in weight and 
would receire greater consideration if they had the support of the landed 
dassee of the couutiy. 

“We do not know for what trivial offence a aamindar may be 
punished: he may fail to put io an appearance at a landing ghftt to 
present a welcome : he may fail to check some boyisli pranks in his zamindari« 
or a small riot connected with some trivial event, and his power goes or may 
' go^ Government, if it thinks fit to answer bis petition and bis prayer, the 
answer may be *no,’ and say we are not bound to give any reasons. Sir, 

1 admit that there would be great gain if this power were conferred upon the 
samindars, but 1 humbly press upon Your Honour and upon my colleagues 
ui* Council to lay down conditions which would be known, whicli could be 
followed and not make this power so absolutely in the ^ift of the Government 
both in conferring as well as in withdrawing it. 1 am ouite aware that 
probably that is an aspect of the question which has not been thought of either 

the Government which is 
moment the inclusion of 
have ventured to address to 
the Council are in the hope that public attention will be called to this subject, 
and that it will be fully and completely discussed by all bodies whom it may 
concern or affect, I also hope that those who will have the responsibility of 
the passing of this measure win pay due attention to what I liavo vouturea to 
urge in this Council.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bebi'EAM said: — “Sir, I support this measure though 
I say I am ignorant on the subject of land : I only own six feot of land 
in England, but it seems to me that as the Government of Bengal propose to 
make ^endments in the Bengal Tenancy Law, which is not an ovory-day 
occurrence, it is right that tho law should be brought up to date. I notice 
that the Punjab Government are legislating, or intend to legislate, to give 
tenants a remission of rent or the equivalent of that which is allowed by 
Government at tlje time of famine. 1 see no reference to thb in tho Bill that 
the raiyat in Bihar, for instance, is re-imbursed for that remission of rent which 
the landlord gets. 

“ Then, Sir, there is another point to which the hon’blo mover of this 
Bill referred to, namely, that it is tho outcome of the work of a Committee 
consisting of landlords and Government servants. I did not hear liim say that 
any representatives of the man, who carries the burden and has to pay tho 
rent were heard on the subject. I did not hear from the hon’ble mover any 
reference to the fact that tho views of representatives of tho raiyats of 
the country were taken. 

^ There is another point : this Bill does not make provision for the three 
Fs • fair rent, free sales, and fixity of tenure. This prorjosal r^eived recently 
the very serious attention of the gentleman who once olficiated in the Chair 
which Your Honour occupies. Bengal suffers under the great disadvantage 
of beinff under the Permanent Settlement, and it is therefore very iBffioult 
in these matters, when the tenant of Bengal has to compete apinst all the 
tenants of the world, that he has to pay a really heavier rent than the crops, 
.... 1 flnA nroviMion of this Bill, section 



StS reserve in this matter, because at the proper time ny constituents will 
Siuot ^ exactly what position I am to take up in this matter ; but it seem. 

to make spemal provision in order to benefit a sp^iaUy go^ 
UnXidisrothTabai system to introduce; to differentiate between land- 
loS whence ^bnnalsa^ open lo all is, “ 

Act. Tho object of course is to make all landlords good little boys. 

« Th«i« is another section which does not go sufficiently fu, namely, 
thSthe framers of this BiU should not only have eiren the nx 
SS’»otio?to?«^itionoftheterm^^ have be«i 

SkB for oompenMtion for unexhaurteif improvemeirt.. 
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** These are some of the points which I shall take np later on/’ 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaban Pal said:— “Sir, I oordialljr nmott 
the principles of this Bill, although I reserve my comments on the details OX the 
Bill for a future occasion. I cannot but express my thankfulness to the 
Government for the careful attention which the Government has been pleased 
to give to the representations of the British Indian Association on thia 
Bubjeet. It has been remarked by the Hon’ble Mr, Bertram that the ^ 
Committee which was appointed by the Government to consider '^his 
question did not contain any representative of the raiyat. I do not 
know what my hon’ble friend means. He has been long enough in 
this country, and I believe he was also in this country when the Bengal Ta»- 
ancy Act of 1885 was introduced. I well remember, although I was very 
young at the time, the great hue and cry that was raised when the Centrd 
Committee of landholders of Bengal and Bihar was called upon to nominate a 
represenative of the zamindars by a section of my community led by the 
Indian Association of Calcutta, that a representative of the raiyat snould 
also be nominated to sit aide by side with the representative of the zamindar 
on the Imperial Legislative Council. Public meetings were held at the time, 
and* a demand was made upon the Government, and what was the reply of the 
Government ? It was the Government of no less a personage than Lord Ripon ; 
and the reply was that the Government constituted the custodian of the rate- 
payers, and that there was no better representative of the raiyats than the 
Government itself. I am sure my friend did not mean to say that the sible 
members of the Civil Service, who constitute the Government, do not protect the 
interests of the raiyats ; I do not mean to say that all the suggestions of the 
zamindars have been acoepte I in their entirety, but I am glad to say that their 
representations have received careful attention* 

“ I do not at the present stage desire to enter into a criticism of the various 
provisions of tbo Bill. Although, as I have said, I cordially support the 
principles of the Hill, I reserve my comments on some of the details, but I am 
sure that the measure taken as a whole will be welcomed by the community 
generally. ” 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghosr said Sir, I am a new 
Member to the Council, and 1 did not propose to speak on this occasioii, but the 
observations that have fallen from the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu 
and the Hon’ble Mr. Bertram oblige mo to say a few words in support of the 
principles of this Bill. It is no good saying that the principles of the Bill in 
the main are good when you say that you do not approve of the Bumma:iy 
procedure for the recovery of rent laid down by this Bill, That is the mam 
provision of this Bill, and those gentlemen who want to get rid of that and fltUl 
support the Bill do not support it at all, but on the contrary oppose it. 

“This Bill is the outcome of the deliberations of a very important and 
influential Committee consisting of some of the most intelligent landlords of the 
country, and such officials as are regarded in this country as special friends of 
the raiyats, and therefore to say that this Bill is meant only in the interests of 
the landlords is not correct. .She Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu thinks 
there would be great danger if the power of the certifloate procedure were 
conferred on some landlords, and that apprehension has been endorsed by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Bertram ; but if we do give the power of the certificate procedure to 
the landlords, it'would be very improper to nvo it to all. If that were so, Z 
Would certainly oppose it, because all landlords are not good landlords, and 
the Hon’ble Baou Bhupendra Nath Basu will probably agree with me when I ny 
that that being So, somebody must make a distinction between good landlom 
and bad landlords *, and who is to do that except Government ? 

“Then, again, a slur has been cast up^n the entire class of landlords that 
they are always ae^ng aftidr titles and are subservient to the wishes of the 
officials. The Hon’bie Member o^ht to know that during the last one year or 
so, landlords have never subordinate their wishes to the wwes of offidajs m 
thhe of stress and strife, probably unwisely* ThiiL therefore, mustbe undieHeod 
Ihtttthe umma^ prooeaure which is sought to be mi down by Ilibe 

eeniif} idea of the Act; the landlords have accepted i^ and there aie sc mhf 
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pronaiatiB in this BiB to which wore it not for the certificate procedaroi landlords 
would have the right to object, for example, one matter which has been referred 
to hf the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendm Nath Basu, namely that of compromiaeii. 
They can only be entered into when approved by the (Jourt. This is certainly 
Opposed to legal ideas, but the officers of t:}overnTnent who probably are more 
incEned to favour the raiyats than the landlords thought that was necessary, and 
1 for one am prepared to accept it. 

There are many provisions of this Bill which are only in htvour of the 
raiyats, and the landlord would certainly object were it not for the certificate- 
procedure. Who does not know that the recovery of rent by landlords is a very 
difficult process ? In the first place, they would have to bring suits and then 
take out executions; when the money is realized, they have to pay tlieir 
lawyers ; and though I belong to the latter class myself, I regret to say that 
very little goes to the landlord. Now, Sir, I very humbly say that I for one 
am prepared to support the Bill in its entirety. Certain of its details will 
be hereafter considered, but as regards the principles of the Bill, no objection 
can, at this period at least, be taken. When 1 say this in favour of the Bill, 
I ought also to put forward certain considerations which influence mo in 
supporting it. 

“ I am convinced that this Bill is a beneficient measure proceeding out of 
the good-will which YoUr Honour bears to the people under your charge. I 
also Know that it has been considered and approved l y a very influential 
Committee, and I myself had the privilege of thoroughly going through its 
provisions having been consulted by some members of that Committee. But 
circumstances have arisen since the conception of the measure by Your Honour 
which have thrown unforeseen difficulties in the way of the scope of its 
beneficence. Your Honour meant to benefit the whole of Bengal under 
your charge. Now a very important portion of it is under u different Legis- 
lature. Many of the landlords of Western Bengal hold zamindaris in 
Eastern Bengal, and they would consider it a grievance if they are unable to 
take full advantage of this measure. It is, therefore, advisable to take sucli 
steps as may ensure its being made law in both Beugals. The simplest way 
to do that would perhaps be to get it passed by the Legislative Council of 
India. The Bengal Tenancy Act is an Act of the Supreme Council, and 
ordinarily all amendments of it should be made by that Council. I am aware 
that by the Indian Councils Act, power has been bestowed on this Council 
to amend an Act of the Supreme Council, and that the Bengal Tenancy Act 
Hus before this been amended by this Council. Still the matter is not quite 
free from doubt. However that may be, it would certainly be expedient under 
the present circumstances to get the Bill passed by the Supreme Council. 
There is probably another course, namely, to get the measure passed both by 
this Council and by the Council of Eastern Dengal and Assam, But how this 
Government or this Council can control the action of the other is difficult to 
see. I place these considerations before Your Honour for your decision. 
Your Honour had the people of both Bengals under your charge for a long 
time, and even now the people of Eastern Bengal are deserving of your care.’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ohaudhuri said : — Ycur Honour — I am opposed to the 
introduction of this Bill in the Bengal Council. But if it is the pmasure of the 
Hon’ble Members present here that the Bill should bo intr^uced in this 
Council, 1 would take exception to certain novel principles introduced in this 
Bill. I do not desire to offer now any detailed cntioism of the Bill, although 
the Bill contains many clauses on which detailed criticism will be necessary 
before they become law. At present, 1 shall confine my observations only 
to those provisions of the Bill to which I object as a matter of principle. 

The Bengal Tenancy Act is a Government of India Act which, after 
considerable deHberation, was passed to determine the rights and obliga- 
tions of landlord and tenants in the whole of Bengal. But Bengal is no 
longer one and the same Protince. My hon^ble friend, Babu Hhupeudra Nath 
Basu, has anfknpated me in objecting to the BiE ob account of the Partition. 

1 iKiinted out m n^ last Budget speech the confusion that is bound to rei^t 
{fcmtheaiiieiidiDgof the land-laws of Bengal in two difleient yrays from* 
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Eastern and Western Bengal. I shall only mention to-day two instances which 
will convince every reasonable man of the inadvisability of such a course.' I 
come from a part of the new Province which is on the other side of the river 
Padma. Kajshahi and Pabna to which I belong are only separated from the 
Murshidabad and Nadia districts of this Province by the river Padma, whkhis 
constantly shifting its course. Now, one uniform system of land-laws govern 
both sides of the river. When the laws are different, in every case of 
shifting of the boundaries a conflict and confusion in the laws is sure to arise. 
Take another instance. The Faridpur District of the new Province is 
only separated from the Nadia District of this Province by an arbitrary line. 
It is a fact that there are many houses, in the borderland of both, of which 
the outhouses and inner apartments now fall in two different Provinces. 
This is not only the case with homestead lands, but there are many agricul- 
tural holdings which are also similarly situated. It is obvious, therefore, that 
any substantial amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act by this Council will 
result in serious conflict. 

“For instanco. it is proposed by this Bill that a decree by a co-sharer land- 
lord should henceforth be regarded as a rent decree when the other oo-sbareri 
are made parties. The result of this would be that the tenure or holding 
would pass in execution of such a decree to the purchaser. The law at present 
in the new Province is that the decree by a co-snarer is a money-decree, m., 
the tenure or holding does not pass in the execution of such decrees. When 
a portion of the holding or tenure is in one province and a portion is in another, 
what will be tlie result bf such a decree after this Bill is passed ? No judge on 
earth can say. Then it is admitted in the Bill that the majority of the estates 
in these Provinces are held by oo-sharer landlords. It is well known that 
eo-sharers do not always live in one province. If one sues any tenant in respect 
of any such tenures or holdings for arrears of rent and joins his co-sharers in 
the other province, are the latter bound to regard the decree as rent decree or 
recognize the title of the purchaser ? Surely not. Unless such provisions of 
the Bill are simultaneously introduced and passed by the Legislature of the 
new Province, all such legislation will result in endless confu^on. What a sad 
commentary is this on the Partition ! What justification is there for setting 
up a new J-iogislature if it exists only to copy in toto what is done in this Council 
Cnamber ? 

“But since there is no guarantee that the Legislature of the new Province 
will continue to copy our measures, I would suggest that Bills of this nature 
should be introduced in the Council of the Governor General of India to secure 
the uniformity of the laws. Regarding the merits of the Bill I cannot but take 
exception to some of the more important innovations sought to be introduced 
by this Bill. 

“ First, it seems to mo that it is proposed to invest Revenue Officers 
with certain powers which properly fall within the province of Law 
Courts, For instance, in clause 24 of the Bill, power is given to Revenue 
Officers to reject ‘agreements,^ and ‘compromises’ in preparing a reoord- 
of-rights. If the * agreements* are unconscionable, it is the function of 
Law Courts to set them aside. A Revenue Officer does not seem to me 
to be the proper person to reject them. I presume, that his rejection of an 
agreomont will not amount to its cancellation. In such event, such arbitrary 
rejection will only precipitate litigation which is neither good for the landi- 
lord nor for the tenant. What is worse, however, is the power proposed to be 
conferred on Revenue Officers to reject ‘ compromises.’ The expression ‘ com- 
promise ’ may include consent decrees of a Court of Law. Thus to invest the 
Executive Officers— Revenue Officers are ordinarily Executive Officers or the 
immediate subordinates of such officers — with powers to ignore even the decrees 
of Law Coui’ts is surely open to serious objeefious, 

“ In the second place, I must confess that I do not appreciate the 
direct intervention of the executive authorities for the reduction of rent, as is 
proposed under clause 25, in cases where zamindars are believed to bO 
illegally enhancing rents above those recorded in the rooord-of-rights. There 
are no doubt landlords, who do such things. But a tenant can sorely get 
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relief in such ca«e« from a Munsif’s Court. In case of agrarian disturbances 
resulting from such illegal enhancement, the State has an undoubted right to 
interfere and put an end to the eause of the disturbance. But in the absence 
of actual agrarian disturbances, 1 presume, the Local Government must proceed 
upon private report which may not always be reliable. In such cases, inter- 
ference oil the part of the Government is sure to create bad blood between the 
Government and the landlord on the one hand and the landlord and the tenant 
on the other. Tlie much simpler remedy of the tenant seeking relief against 
suCh illegal enhancement from the Law Uourts is free from such objections, 

“ The third matter regarding which I must also record my firm protest 
is the granting of the privilege of realizing rent by what is known as the certi- 
fi^te procedure to some selected or approved landlords. It will indeed be a 
very invidious task on the part of Government to mark out the landlords 
as good or bad. I am thoroughly at one with my hon’ble friend, Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu, that this would lead on to the utter demoraliza- 
tion of the zamindar class. Every one will attempt to be in the good 
books of Government. It is seldom that Government sees with its own 
eyes or hears through its own ears. It is often the local officers who 
itifiuence the visions of Government. If a zamindar can please a District 
Magistrate and Collector— he may not be an ideal zamindar or even a good 
man, and yet he may please the District Officers in many ways— he may be 
recommended for the privilege of realizing rent from his tenants by the 
summary procedure. It is the zatuindars of rank and position to whom the 
Governrrtent or Government Officials are accessible, and it is often the ambition 
of such zamindars to please the Government officials any how they can. So, 
after all, it is this class of pe(»plo who may ultimately secure the privilege 
of summarily realizing rent up to the hilt even in times of distress. My 
sympathies are with the smaller landlords, who are in touch with their 
tenants and whose weal or woe depend on the crops and contentment of 
their tenantry. As good wine needs no bush, so a good landlord needs no 

extraordinary process to collect his ordinary dues.” 

• 

The TTon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukhkkjke said:— ‘‘Your Honour; my 
justification for saying a word or two with reference to this Bill is that I come 
from the mufassal, and naturally 1 have a very strong interest in the Bill as it 
has been placgd before this Council. It would undoubtedly have been far 
better if an Act like this could be passed by the Government of India, but I 
should say the tact that it has been introduced into this Council is not an 
unmixed evil. I would rather court discussion from Hon’ble Members of this 
Council than have it discussed before the Supreme Council, because here we 
get men who come direct from the districts who are in touch with the people, 
and they at any rate are abltj to pronounce opinions on the working of this 
BUI. However, the question of a Bill like this being considered by the 
Supremo Government is a question of great importance, and no doubt Your 
Honour^s Government will pay duo attention to this part of the question when 
the time comes. 

“ There are a groat many provisions in this Bill which are undoubtedly 
very good ; they clear ideas, remove difficulties and make smooth the working 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act; and as I have noticed in the course of the 
working of the Bengal Tenancy Act, Courts and Settlement Officers are 
sometimes quite at sea as to what they should do in many cases. Yet there 
are certain principles which require a word or two from mo, and one of those 
principles is that relating to the classification of good and bad landlords. 
The object of Government, so far aa I can make out, is that landlords in 
respect of whose papers there cannot be any question, and can be considered as 
rol^le, should bo afforded certain opportunities of quick recovery of rent ; but 
on the other hand it is open to serious objection as has been pointed out by 
my friend, tbe Hon^ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu. The question there^ 

arises : cannot the same object 1^ achieved by different means initoad of 
dikinguishing between good and bad landlords t 

■ i 
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Now, I underitand that throaghout Bengal, Chapter X will be in opera' 
tion« and as this Bill contemplates, some evidential valuo is to be pkced 
on the record' of- rights which was not to be found in the existing Bengal 
'I'enaiicy Act. If that was made the basis of our operations, and thn 
certificate procedure was done away with, that would probably relieve some 
objections that have been raised in this Council. At the same time this 
Council will have to consider how far the record* of-rights will be considered 
as reliable, and 1 submit that, side by side with this question of the recovery 
of rent by an easy and quick process that has to come to the foro'frotit, 
we have to consider how these record-of- rights came into existence. We 
have the Kannapura Estate, where we have got ignorant men who have a 
special language, peculiar ideas, who cannot be considered as educated at 
all, and they supply the basis to the superior officers, sometimes a basis has 
to be formed by somebody swearing by the tail of a cow. If instead of 
these men we could have a class of men who were better educated and 
better able to consider the pros and cons of evidence, we should certainly 
have a better state of things so far as the record-of-rights is concerned ; and if 
some eviden'ial value was attached to the record-of-rights than is to be found 
in the existing condition of things, I think the solution of this question might 
be arrived at in a more satisfactory way. I am not desirous at present to 
hamper the deliberations of this Council by any busty remarks. 1 have 
studied the Bill to some extent, and 1 have got to submit a great deal on 
certain points, and when the proper time comes I will lay them before Your 
Honour and this Council ; but these are general observations which mi^ht well 
be considered, 

“I now wish to w a few words with reference to what has fallen from the 
Hon’ble Babu Radha Oiaran Pal. He has accepted it as an undisputed fact 
that the zamindars as a body have accepted the principle of this division of 
the community of zamindars. We do not know what zamindars were 
consulted. Some big zamindars who w^ere in touch with Government officials 
were otm^ulted, but tlie general body have not been consulted. There are 
many zaniinaars who have not been consulted, and how Chey will take this 
proposal it is difficult for us to say, so that we must accept the remarks of my 
friond with tll^se reservations. 1 do not propose to take up the time of the 
Council any longer, and with these roinarks I beg to resume my seat.” 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur said:— Your Honour: the Bill 
which is being introduced in the Council by my colleague, the Hon^ble 
Mr. Carlyle, is the outcome of the mature deliberation of a Committee 
appointed by Your Honour to fully consider the advisability of amending the 
Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. The Committee was fully representative, and 
the interests of both the landlords and tenants were carefully discussed and safe- 
guarded. 

“ The Bill when it passes into law will, on account of the removal of some 
existing ambiguity and anomalies, be clear and operative on some points. 

“ The Bill supplies the long-felt omissions, removes defects, and provides 
improvement wherever it is needed by amendment of the existing clauses and 
the addition of new clauses on several heads. 

Though the Bill does not supply the want of facility for the collection of 
rents by the zamindars, and does not go far enough towards making process 
of recovery of rents less cumbersome for the landlords, yet it will help those 
estates that have been surveyed and furnished with record-of-rights, as with 
certain restriotions it contemplates to allow the owners of such estat^ to use 
the certificate procedure for the realization of the rents, etc., due to them. 

Certain clauses in the Bill may appear to bear rather hard on the land- 
lords, but the cireumstanoes constrain the Government to reserve some ^wers 
to deal with bases of extreme hardship on the tenants of certain areas, mfore 
1 conclude, I beg to say that the Bill bt^fore us, when it passes into lew, 
will, in many respects, prove a boon both to the landlords and tenentSi end 



• 1906.1 


189 


fie Bengal Tenancy [Amendmmi) BiU^ 1906. 

[Raj<$ Ban Belmi Kapur ; Mr, Alien ; Mr, Macphereon.'] 

there is some poieibility of its improving the relations betw^n them. There- 
fore I have the honour to support tne introduction of the Hill now before the 
Council.** 

The Hon'ble Mb. Allen said : — Your Honour : the Bill now before 
the Council is probably the most important piece of leginlation on rent matters 
since 1885, and no doubt its provisions will receive the full consideration 
ol this Oouncil at a later stage. I do not propose to consider these matters 
farther at present, more especially as it is hardly likely that the Bill, as 
drafted, will emerge from the consideration of the Select Committee in 
precisely its present form. I only wish to detain the Council, in order to 
assure them, as well as the Hon’ble Mr. Bertram, that some observations of his 
with regard to the conditions of rent legislation in Bengal are scarcely warrant- 
ed. The Hon’ble Mr. Bertram has found fault with the Government for not 
importing into their tenancy legislation certain principles which he considers 
should find a place there. He wishes our tenancy legislation to be uj) to 
date. I should like to take this opportunity of informing the Hon’blo Mr. 
Bertram that the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 is, as a matter of fact, a 
model piece of rent legislation, and it represents the most up-to-date principles 
to which be has referred. He has spoken for instance of great principles 
involved in the three F*s : fixity of tenure, fair rent and free sales. Members 
of this Council who have studied the Act will no doubt be aware that, as 
regards fair rent and fixity of tenure, these two great principles are embodied 
in this Act. As regards fixity of tenure, the settlement records show that not 
less than something like between 80 and 90 per cent., or even more, of the 
tenants in this Province have occupancy rights, not including the raiyats who 
hold at fixed rat(?8 and enjoy an even stronger position. The occupancy right 
carries in the fullest sense hxity of tenure and fair rent. The occupancy 
raiyats’s rent cannot be enhanced except by the decree of a Court, and then 
only on one or other of certain specified grounds ; he cannot be ousted from his 
tenancy, except by a decree of a Court, and then only for certain pre8cril)ed 
reasons. The Other principle to which the ilon’ble Mr. Bertram referred 
that of compensation for unexhausted improvements is, X am happy to say, 
pi-ovidod for by section 82 of the Bengal Tenancy Act in its fullest form. 
I think, therefore, it is only right to say that the very principles for which the 
Hon*ble Mr.* Bertram has contended find at present a place in the existing 
tenancy legislation of Bengal.’* 


The Hon’ble Mk. Macpherson said: — should like to make a few remarks 
with regard to an observation that fell from the XJon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath 
Basd, The Hon’ble Member said that in his opinion there was no sufficient 
case for withdrawing the ordinary procedure as to settlement of disputes 
between landlords and tenants, that is, with regard to interference of the Courts 
in the matter of compromises. 1 believe that papers have already been circu- 
lated by the hon’ble mover showing the necessity for the clauses of the Bill in 
question ; and I know that abundant reason is to be found in the records of 
tne Courts and of the Settlement Officers. I look upon tliese provisions as an 
extension of the remedial measures for the protection of the weak against tne 
strong, which have been developed in recent years as a principle of modern 
legislation afiectiug the land, i hose remediM measures began so far as the 
agricultural tenant in Bengal is concerned, with the acceptance in the Kent Act 
of 1859, and in a fuller measure in the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885, of the 
principle that there should be some interference with the freedom of contract 
fctween landlord and tenant. So the Civil Courts have power to interfere in 
the matter of enforcement of unconscionable contracts, for instance, with regard 
to levy of excessive interest, the principle being that the Courts should have 
power to protect when an oppressive contract has been inade between persona, 
one of whom held a dominant position at the time of contract. 1 look upon 
these clauses of the Bill as a proper and necessary development of an aceoptod 
principle of the law of agricultural tenancy in Bengal.” 
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The Hon’ble Mb. Carlyle in reply said : — “ Your Honour: as questions c 
principles can again be raised when the motion is to appoint a Select Ooinmitte 
of Members, I will only touch very briefly on the points that have been raise 
to-day. 

“As regards the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu’s objection that tb 
Bill involves legislation in this Province which will differ from that in Easter 
Bengal, we are not, of course, in a position to commit the Government c 
another Province, but we have been in communication with the Government p 
Eastern Bengal and Asnam about this Bill, and 1 have no doubt, after the Bil 
has been passed in Council, they will consider what has been done by us, aD( 
1 hope they may be in a position te accept it as it stands. Of course I oanno 
pledge the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam to any course. 

“ The question of having the Bill introduced in the Supreme Council wa 
considered, and the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukerjee has given very goo* 
reasons for our preferring to introduce it here. 

“ The Hon’ble Mr. Maepherson has dealt very fully with the Hon’ble Babi 
Bhupendra Nath Basu’s objection that the Bill interferes with compromisei 
between landlords and tenants, although in Courts they are at arms length 
and although in other cases they are left to take their chance. 

“I would draw the attention of the Council, to the fact that in many o 
the compromises which we object to, the tenants and landlords are not realh 
at arms length at all. The whole suit in Court is a mere fiction, and 
engine of oppression on the part of the zamindar who is powerful enough t< 
compel the raiyat to come in and agree to any terms; the object of thi 
zammdars being to give a legal colouring to an otherwise illegal enhancement, 

“ Another objection of the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, in which h< 
was supported by the Hon’ble Mr Bertram, the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri anc 
the Hon’blc Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee, refers to the question of Govern 
ment selecting the zamindars who are to have summary powers. The sugges 
tion has been made, 1 must say, for the first time ; it never occurred to me 
before that such an objection could be made that Governmeifit will use thi 

r )wer to put pressure on zamindars to compel them to support Government 
think the Hon’ble Babu Jogondra Chandra Ghose was quite right in saying 
that such a charge was a slur on the zamindars, and I would also point out tha 
it is absurd to suggest that Government could use this power as a bribe t< 
zamindars. If indeed the powers were given to only one or two men. this is 
conceivable, but if the section is a success it is inconceivable that Govern- 
ment should select its zamindars on purely political grounds. 

“ With regard to the Ilon’ble Mr. Bertram’s objection that there was no 
representative of the raiyats present when the Committee dealt with the }iBl> 
1 would point out that no one would have been better pleased than Government 
if it had been possible to appoint a representative of the raiyats to take part 
in our deliberation, but 1 know of no raiyat in Bengal competent to take part 
in such discussions. The Secretary of the Committee was Mr. Kerr, Director 
of Land Records, and 1 believe the general injpression among zamindars is, 
that the Settlement Dcpaitment is not unduly favourable to zamindars, 

“The Hon’ble Mr. Allen has dealt with the Flon’ble Mr. Bertram’s remarks 
about fair rent and fixity of tenure. As regards the question of free sales, there 
is no more hotly debated subject than whether the tenant should be given a 
right of free sale, and the objection to free sales being given does not come 
from the enemies of the tenants but from their friends. If we confer this 
right upon them, many fear we will put them in the hands of the mahajans, 

“ As regards the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuii’s objection that too great powers 
are being given to Revenue Courts both as reirards record- of -rights and settle- 
ment of rents, it is impossible to carry out settlements or prepare a record-of- 
rights on a large scale^ through the Civil Courts ; the thing has been tried 
and proved a complete failure; rents cannot be settled on a large scale by 
p^ple sitting in Court 
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I do not quite follow what the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee 
proposfs to Bulititute for the certificate procedure. He referred to the 
possibility of attaching more weight to the reoord-of-rights, but I do not quite 
understand how he proposes that this should replace the clauses now in the Bill. 
As regards his objection that the country in general has not been consulted, 
and tW he cannot tell how zamindars will ^e this Bill, it is now being 
cirqplated, and opinions will be received from all parts of the country. A Bia 
must be prepared in some form or another before it can be circulated for 
opinion.” 

^ The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary accordingly read 
the title of the Bill. 

THE BENGAL LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 1906. 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh then introduced the Bill and moved that it be 
read in Council. He said : — 

The intention is, that this Bill should be published and circulated 
for opinions and criticisms before it is further proceeded with. The 
original Bill, introduced by Mr. Shirres in 1904, has been withdrawn and 
this one substituted as some further amendments of the Act have been 
proposed, and these further aniendments are included in the present Bill, 
when Mr. Shirres introduced the Bill in 1904 bo drew the attention of Ilon’ble 
Members of Council to two important proposals, namely, the provisions to 
enable District Boards to pay for the cost of bridges built subsequent to the 
passing of the Act by levying tolls on them and the provisions enabling a 
District Board by*the imposition of a cess to pay sums guaranteed by them by 
way of interest or repayment of a loan taken for the construction of a Railway 
or Tramway. Proposals to this effect aro retained in the present Bill, 
The proposed amendments in other respects are so fully explained in the 
lengthy Btatoment of Objects and Reasons that I think 1 have nothing to 
add to that statement at present.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendrx Nath Mukherjee said:— “With Your 
Honour’s permission I would make one or two observations upon this Bill. A 
very important matter is that relating to district sanitation, and 1 beg to urge it 
for the consideration of the Council. The question of district sanitation in 
Bengal has been brought to the front year after year for some time, and 1 think 
advantage should be taken of the opportunity which this Bill affords to 
introduce something into the Act which will put more life into tlie important 
question of district sanitation. We find some provision regarding Municipal 
water-supply and things like that, and J dare say the existing Act, if it was 
worked properly, could probably place no impediment in the way of either 
the Civfl Surgeon of the District Board or District Officer in effecting sanitary 
improvements in the district ; but it is one thing to have impediments removed 
theoretically and it is quite another thing to consider the question from a practi- 
cal stand-point. 

‘‘What 1 mean to submit in this Council is this: that as matters stand at 
present there is practically no machinery in the district administration 
which the question of district sanitation can be effectively considered. Wo 
know that the Distiici Officer’s hands are quite full with various matters; 
he cannot give his undivided attention to this subject ; the Civil Surgeon is 
supposed to be the Health Officer of the district ; he also has his jail to attend 
to ; ne haa got his charitable dispensaries ; he has to make tours in the interior 
to inspect private and public dispensaries, and over and above that his private 
practice and many other things besides ; so that we cannot expect the Ci^ 
Burgeon also to pay undivided attention to this most jmp 9 rtant question of 
dlstriot sanitation. 
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“ It might also be said that while wo introduce Local Self-Government, 
why should not the District Board take this matter up and work out the solution 
of that problem. To that also 1 have to say something. We must take things 
as they come. We all know the District Board is composed of busy men, at 
lewt they can only devote a small portion of their time to the work of the 
District Boards, and we cannot expect the District Board also to take the 
iuUiative in matters of this kind. 

“ I would therefore suggest to Hon’blo Members of this Council an(f to 
your Honour’s Government whether or not a permanent all-time Health Officer 
can be introduced in the District Boards whose sole duty would be to consider 
questions of district sanitation, and I dare say if that were his sole duty, he 
would place matters before the District Board and thereby some initiative 
wlould bo taken on theses linos. That is the question of principle. I would 
place before Council for more reasons than one, and because I am perfectly 
sure that the Government is very anxious to solve the question itself. I find 
that there is no provision in the law whereby a thing like that could be 
introduced by legislation. I should like very much if this question was con- 
sidered, and 1 would invite criticisms upon it. 

“ As regards other provisions of the Bill, there are many which remove 
practical difficulties, and I have nothing to say as regards those ; and when the 
time comes I may have something to say, but that is the chief point I have to 
urge for consideration at present.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose said:— “ Your Honour: as 
representing the District Boards of the Presidency Division, I feel it my duty 
to enter my strong protest against the introduction of this Bill. My main 
grounds are, that a new cess is going to be imposed upon the landlords and 
tenants for the construction of Railways. When the Road Cess was introduced, 
it was considered an infringement of the Permanent Settlement. That Act 
h{i8 led to the construction of roads, railways and , waterways which 
are beneficial to the country, but tho landlords and tenants of this country 
are nnable to pay further cesses. We have got Railways in abundance 
and if it were put to tho people of this country, 1 feel hold to say that not 
one roan in tnis country, whether .a raiyat or a landlord, "^would have a 
further cess for Railways, Then I find that this Bill authorizes expen- 
diture on hostels. It is a very well-known fact that the education of the 
masses is sadly neglected in this country. Secondary education, education 
of the higher classes, is not the proper business of the District Boards, and the 
burden of providing hostels for schools and colleges or even fpr medical 
schools ought not to bo cast upon the District Boards; on the contrary, I feel, 
Sir, that further sums should be placed in the hands of the District 
Boards for encouraging primary education among the masses. If it were the 
imposition of a new cess for primary education, I would cordially have support- 
ed it, for, as I have said, the education of the masses has been sadly neglected. 
Now, to impose a further liability upon tho District Boards of making and 
supporting hostels is, in my humble opinion, not wise, as they would in that 
case be incurring expenditure which they did not incur before. 

One item of expenditure is, for residence for the District Engineer, The 
District Engineer has for the last 40 years been able to manage without a 
residence and tho District Boards should not now be called upon to furnish hini 
with a residence. The District Boards arc in all conscience poor enough and 
now to make them build houses for District Engineers is, in my humble opinion, 
not right. 

I ought not to take up Your Honour’s time further upon the vf^ious pro* 
virions of the Bill. 1 have indicated my main objections and I will only add 
oii4 word and that is, after the Road Cess Act the Drainage Act was passed 
irhioh devises a means by which new canals and draina^ projects migot ^ 
carried on. Instead of providing for the imposition of a new cesa that pro- 
af^nre would, in my humble opinion, have been better.” 
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The Hon’ble Mv. Chaudhttbi said “I join my friend, the Hon*ble Babu 
Jo|(endra Chandra 0ho8e, in protesting against the provision of the Bill, which 
seeks to confer power on the Local Government to empower Distnot Boards 
to levy cesses for guaranteeing local railways or tramways. In anticipation of 
this measure, 1 mui put forward my objections in my last Budget speech, 
and have no desire to reiterate them. The District Boards can even now give 
guarantees to local railways. But since they have no power to levy cesses on 
this account, they take every care to satisfy themselves that the guarantee may 
nok prove a source of ruin to theta. I belong to the District Board of Pabna, 
and I know of one instance where a project of a Kailway for one corner of the 
district, namely, from Serajganj to Ullapara, was prestied upon the District 
^ard with the support of the District Magistrate, who is, I need hardly say, 
always the Chairman of the Board. Some members sterhly opposed this 
speculative project^ on the ground that, if the Railway did not pay its way, the 
Board will have to face bankruptcy. It is this apprehension that prevent^ 
them from speculating with public money. But, if the provision of the Bill 
before us today became law, tlie Boards would not weigh the pros and cons of 
m Railway project with the same degree of responsibility. The lecommendartion 
of a project of the kind from the Government or the District Maristrate is 
often a mandate to the members of the District Board, where the elected membeis 
are practically iu a standing minority. 

‘‘In future, if a project of the kind was proposed wliich would but benefit 
a small section of the community, and the Magistrate happened to support it, 
the official members will suy ditto, and the result would very likely be that a 
fresh cess will have to be imposed to recoup the drain on the District Board 
Fund. The Railway may benefit the immediate neighbourhood through which 
it may pass. But is it fair that the people of the whole district should be 
taxed for maintaining such a Railway? What would the tax-payers of Calcutta 
think if the Corporation entered into a speculative transaction with the 
Tramways Company, and guaranteed interest on the capital expenditure, and 
then sought to recoup it by the increase of rates and taxes from the general 
rate-payers of this town ? Railways and Tramways are no doubt great con- 
veniences, but it 111 a fair principle of business that it is only those, who avail 
themselves of such conveniences, who ought to pay an adequate fare or freight 
to secure dividend on the capitel outlay. On no principle, therefore, can we, 
the representatives of the orainury tax-payers of the country, support the 
project of a Railway cess. 

The details of this Bill, like the one which immediately preceded it, offers 
much scope for criticism. I shall, however, satisfy myeeit by pointing out 
some of its more objectionable features. The proposal made for the abolition of 
the Hadar Local Boards will go to reduce the elective element in the Distriot 
Boari^, and therefore should not find place in a measure whose avowed object 
is to confer Local Self-Government on the people. 

This Bill also seeks to legalize payments out of the District Board Funds 
for a variety of purposes which in no way fall within the scope of local funds. 
The most astounding provision of this character is tlie one which says that the 
District Board Fund may even be saddled with such expenditure as may go to 
improve the breed of horses, mules and even asses ! [Clause 59 (10) ]. 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendba Nath Basu said : — “ Sir, I rise in support 
of what has fallen from my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose. 
The cry has been that we Indiana are over-taxed. I am also aware that that 
cry has bren endeavoured to be answered in very high qiiariers, but the 
fact of the people’s poverty, especially the agricultural people, cannot be 
disputed or denied. I do not think the country will tolerate it unless 
it IS forct;d upon them. The levy of additional cesses for the purpose of 
Railway communications to enable investors to earn dividends will be a 
eruel impost upon the agricultural population. 1 would ask Your Honour’s 
Govemmei to consider this proposal, to consider the burden already imposed 
upon the people and whetner it would be advisable, in the interests of 
lilayestors and eapitdipts^ to place additional burdens upon the pepple. The 
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Railways no doubt would be a great advantage to the ^ple in the mterior 
and as that would mean a much larger rerenue to tne main lines in the 
country, means may be found by which the large profits earned by Railways 
should be made available to work their lines and not the cess-payers. They 
will no doubt contribute to the cost as passengers and as carriers of goods. 

“Then as regards the question of saddling District Boards with the 
burden of maintaining hostels for schools and colleges, I also agree with 
my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose. I have attempted, to 
show in this Council, on previous occasions, that the expenditure inearth 
by Government on the education of the people is shamefully inade- 
quate. No civilized Government in the world, taking the East and the 
West, has spent so very little money on the education of the peopld« 
It is an imperial duty which is cast upon the Government to educate its 
people, and therefore, Sir, it behoves the Government to come to the aid of 
the people, at least in the higher branches of education. My friend has* 
said that were the further cesses to be levied on Primary Education it mi^hi 
be justified, but whetlior it might be justified or not is a question which 
I am not at present prepared to discuss. If that were justifiable, certainly 
the cost of maintaining schools and colleges for the children of other classes 
should not bo cast upon the poor agriculturists of the soil. 

“ Passing to another question which my friend, the Hon’We Babu Jogendra 
Nath Mukhorjee, has raised — the quostion of having a whole-time Health Officer 
for District Boards, I am quite sure the sympathies of Your Honour will be with* 
my friend. Your Honour has been pleased to observe on more than one 
occasion that the sanitation of the district requires much more careful looking 
after than it receives at present, and as my friend has pointed out, those who 
are entrusted with this work of sanitation have scarcely any time to devote to 
it. There was a time in the history of Calcutta itself when the Health Officer 
of the Corporation of Calcutta was not a whole-time Oiiicer. lie was a servant 
of the Govertimoni discharging other duties and devoting a portion of his time 
to the duties of the Corporation. Having regard to the enormous rate of 
mortality which prevails in the mufassal, I hope the suggestion of my friend will 
receive careful consideration at the hands of Your Honour’s Government.’^ 

The Hon’blo Babu Radha Charan Pal said: — “ Sir, I cannot give a silent 
vote on this occasion, and I regret to say that this motion of the {lon’ble mover 
is opposed by my community with a unanimity almost unprecedented. This 
question of imposition of cesses was referred to public bodies some time ago, an4 
I well remember it was received with feelings of great regret and, I may say, 
with dismay. It was discussed in our Committee rooms, and the community 
submitted their respectful protest through the representative Associations 
to Government. I regret, however, to find that their representations had no 
effect upon Govornmeut, and this measure which contains provisions for 
imposition of cesses to guarantee payment of interest on light railways is 
introduced. 

“It is well known that the cry at the present momept is that we 
are overtaxed ; it is also well known that our rulers both here and in England 
are anxious to see that the people load a contented life. Sir, over-taxation 
is the seed of discontent. Perhaps Your Honour may remember, and some of 
the older Members also, that at one time over-taxation raised a ceriaiP amount 
of discontent in this country, that it attracted the notice of Government, and 
Lord Northbrook, when vetoing the Bengal Mufassal Municipal Bill of Sir 
George Campbell, said that he could not, in the presence of such discontent 
in this country, give his assent to a measure which contained so many 
provisions of taxation and which '^vould add to the burdens of the people. 
The burdens of the people are already great ; they are groaning under 
a heavy load of taxation j from one end of the country io the ojiher, there 
is the cry of the poverty of the overtaxed people. I do not propose at this 
moment to discuss that question, bui*there cannot be al^ doubt tW the people 
oi this country are not quito contented with their lot so far as tazalioitie 
ooucernod. No doubt, we are deeply grateful to Government for 
Weasings pipeoce, security and protection of life and property whi^ thef btiro 



1906 .] £oMt (Aiiiafi/mitj £Xf UPOS, 

: Radha C^ttran P^t; Mr. ^tram.) 

^giten os; but &t tfa^l ttitne time, Sit, we ire bound to say that we groan under 
a heavy load of taxation. I therefore beseech Your Honour, in the name of 
tflreoimDunity to which 1 belong, not to proceed with this Bill which ooutaine 
w^roviftion which is so obnoxious and alarming to the people at large, and 
wmeh will also at this moment when the coun&y is passing tlircMagh a period 
which is, I am sure, not very satisfactory to all parties oonderned m not 
conducive to the best interests of the people and of Government. 

^^It is my duty also to point out that the sanitation of the country is an 
object which ought to attract the foremost attention of Government. As Govern* 
nfent maintains its Army and Navy for the preservation of its subjects, it ought 
to maintain and equip a proper number of doctors and hospitals lor the preset* 
vation of the lives of the [^ople and to concert measures for the prevention 
v)t mitigatioD of epidemic diseases which so largely prevail in the villages of 
Bengal. A well-ordered administration is expected to save the lives of the 
milhons of the people who are entrusted to its charge. If you look round and 
see bow many tnousands and thousands of people under Your Honour’s protec* 
tion die every year of malaria, I am sure your sympathy will be roused for the 
helpless people. 

‘^1 hope Your Honour will kindly take into consideration the ones* 
tion which haa been raised by my friend, the Hon’ble Baba Jogendra Nath 
Mukherjee, of making provision for the appointment of a permanent Health 
Officer in the districts lor improving the undrained and water-logged condition 
of (he districts which generates the malaria which is decimating hundreds of 
thousands of the people at this moment. The cry has often b^n raised not 
only in the Press and on the platform, but also in this Council to make some 
attempt to save the lives of the people. It is said Calcutta is overcrowded, 
and why ? Let any one of us go a couple of miles out of Calcutta, and he will 
£nd wb^e families smitten down by m^ria and that is one of the reasons why 
Calcutta is so much overcrowded. 1 think the funds of the District Boards for 
some time to come ought to be devoted mainly, if not wholly, for the improve- 
ment of the sanitation of the districts, and 1 trust when this Bill emerges 
from the Select Committee, it will meet with the approbation of the public.” 

The Hon’ble Mr, Bertram said: — “Your Honour: the Hon’ble Babu 
Radha Charan Pal talks of ‘ my people,’ I am also one of the people ; so also is 
the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, He represents the Corporation of Calcutta, and 1 am 
astonished at the harangue of my hon’ble friend against the introduction of this 
Bill. The wKole of his compliimt seems to be that Railways are a curse to 
the country and should r.ot be encouraged in any way. It seems to me that 
the^object of this Bill with reference to the particular part at issue, which has 
met with such trenchant criticism from the representative of the Corporation 
of Calcutta, is that it is possible for a Local board in the exuberance of their 
enthusiasm for sanitation in their district, and for improving the connections 
between zamindars of large estates and other purposes, to encourage a body of 
capitalists to come forward and advance the money. It is found inconvenient, 
perhaps, sometimes to cut down any of the improvements for taking away malaria 
and catching mosquitoes to find the interest ; therefore these wretched capitalists, 
who advance their money are left stranded. Government apparently have recog- 
nized that it is necessary to open up the Mufassal by light railways and my 
reading of the subject has shown me that these District Boards make a fine 
financial arrangement by tbe-e light railways. They are very fine institutions 
indeed. Look at the Iiowrah-Amta Light Railway, where the District Board 
share in the profits and it is a good contribution to the reduction of taxation, 
under which India is always said to be suffering. My friends, the Hon’ble 
Babu Radha Charan Pal and the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Bmu, should go 
to other countries where they will find that the taxes are higher. In this connec- 
tion, representing as I do the interests of Commerce, I am very -thankful to the 
hon’ble mover fo^ having introduced a Bill like this and protecting in some way 
the possible, though I am sure the absolutely remote chance, of those who find 
the money for light Railways, being left stranded, because the Local Board 
might have committed itself to some other projects and thevefoiB they have not 
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got the money^ to pay the capitaUati their interest The eomplaint is generally* 
made outside that the District Boards are sofMng from sl^piDeis and they 
want waking up, and anything that will give them more wofik to do MMk 
encourage them in good de^ should receive the support of this Council ffiR 
the ontsidb. public. My friend, the Hon’ble Babu Badoa Charan Pal, who, like 
Janus, has hip faces, has, I am sorry to say, also two voices, beeause the 
voice proceeding from the one Janus here to-day has been a totsdly difierent 
one from that where the Hon’ble Mr. Allen presides, and I do not think his 
opposition to the introduction of this Bill is really sound.” 

«> 

The Hon’ble Mb. Cablyle said “ I only want to deal with one point 
and that is the question of enabling District Boards to impose anew 
cess. I think the Hon^ble Members who oppose this have entirely ovOTlooked 
the ifact that District Boards who encourage light Railways would considerably 
add to their revenues. A good system of light Railways is much wanted in 
where the population is dense, and I believe most of the District Boards 
could make a Wge income out of light Railways.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh in reply said:— “As the Bill will be circulated 
for opinion, it seems unnecessary to go into the objections which have been 
raised by certain Hon’ble Members of this Council to-day. These o^ections will 
be dealt with when the Bill comes again before the Council. The Hon’ble Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu has raised the general question of the burden of taia- 
tiou in this country. This does not appear to me to be the time for dis- 
cussing so difficult and intricate a question, and 1 therefore refrain from 
discussing it, but I trust that I may not be taken as agreeing with his views 
on this subject.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the Ist December 1906. 


Calcutta ; 

TAe Srd Becmiery 1906. 


L. C. ADAMI, 

Offg, Sicntary io the Bengal CouneU. 


By subsequent order of the President, the Meeting was postponed to 
Saturday, the i5th December 1906. 


Si. K 0 . o. 



Mitract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Ideutenant Governor of Bengal^ 
meeemhled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acte^ 1861 and 189S, 


^ The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 15th Decem- 
ber, 1906, at 11 A.M. 


llrcBrnt: 

The Hon’blc Sir Andrew Fraser, K.c.a.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hon^ble Mr. F. A, Slacke. 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. C. Macpherson, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mb. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. J. McIntosh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Richardson. 

The Hon’ble Mb. G. Gordon. 

The Hon’ble, Mr. C. G. II. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasip Ali Mirza, of Murshidabaii. 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Buupendra Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shubfuddin. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. T. Spink. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. R. Bertram. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghpse, m.a., b.l. 

NEW MEMBER. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carltle took his seat in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN. 

The Ilon’blc M«. Bertram asked- — 

Will the Government be pleased to arrange for the Zoological Garden 
to be open free to the public for one day in each month ? If not, why not ? 

The llon’ble Mu. Caueylk replied: — 

There is a Committee appointed to the charge of the Zoological Garden. 
This Government does not think that it should express any opinion on Buch a 
proposal until it has been formally submitted by its advocates to, and fully 
considered by, that Committee.’’ 

ARTICLES OF EUROPEAN MANUFACTURE. 

The llon’ble Babu .Iooendra Nath Mukheiuee asked : — 

ui) Has th(' attention of tin* Government been drawn to the fact that 
the District ftourds of Ihmgal are roquir(*d to obtain articles of European 
manufacturer of the value of more than fifty ruptres from England direct by 
indent uj)on the Secretary of State for India, even when such articles are readily 
obtainable in India V 

ti) Will the Government be pleased to state if there is any provision in 
the Bengal Local Self-liovernnient Act of 1^85, or any rule made consistently 
with the said Act, under which the District Board can be re(|uired to })uichii8<‘ 
articles of European manufacture of the value of more tlian fifty rupees by 
indent upon tlie Secretary of State for India V 

The non’blo Mu. MpIntosu replied:— 

“ Tiie rules regarding the purchase of ICuropean Stores are cont aim'd in 
Article IfOd of tlu' I’ublic Works Dejiaitmont (kido and tlie Apjioiidix thereto. 
These rules are framed by the Government of India. 

“The District Eund is an Incorporated Local Fund, the revenues and 
expendituri' of which are under the control of Government: and there is 
no provision in the Local Self-Government Act empowering a District Board 
to disregard these rules.” 


.iamalpur shooting case. 

The Hon' bio Babu Jogendra Nath Mukueujee asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of Government boon drawn to an article in the 
Bengalee newspa]»er of the 20th November, 1906 (tidk edition), relating to 
a case described in the said iiowsjiaper as the Jamuljiur Shooting Case” ? 

Is tlu' story of the investigation into, and trial of, the case given therein 
substaniially coiroct? 

{b) Has till' Government rec('ived any oflieial rcjiort regarding this case? 

If so, will the Government be jileased to lay it on the table ? It no report on 
the said case has yet been received, Avill the Government be jileasod to call for 
one, coiituiiung an authentic account of the steps taken by the authorities to 
discover tlie persons who had shot down some of the men emjiloyetl in th« Eaftt 
Indian Railway workshoj) at Jainalpur, and the circumstances under which the 
sliouting was resorted to? 

(c; Will the Government bo pleased to state how many workmen were * 
killed and how many were wounded during the incident referred to in the sftid 
article ? 
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The Hon’ble Mb CAiaYLE replied :~ 

“ (a) The atlention of Government has been drawn by the llon’blo 
Memb^ to the aiticle in the Bengalee, 

‘‘The story therein given of the investigation into, and the trial of, the 
case is not substantially correct. 

“ Notably the statement that ten European Assistants stated befnre the 
Assistant Inspector-General of the Govornmimt Railway Police that they had 
seen Macmillan firo is absolutely incorrect. No European Assistant what<‘V(U‘ 

made any such statement. 

• 

“ {h) Government has received official reports reganling th(' case. These 
are still under consideration. 

“The official reports show that a shot gun was used ; that three shots in 
all were fired; that a youth named FinlayMUi admiHed Imving fired all tin 
shots into the air with a view to frightening away the attacking mob ; an- 
that the last of these, though fired over the heads of the mob, di I take ofl’oct 
at a considerable distance. 

“ (c) No one was killed ; but five workmen wore woundcMl. In the 
opinion of the Civil Surgeon, by whom they were examined, the wounds on 
four of them (one man had two wounds) were probably caused by stray shot, 
but not the scratches found on the person of the fifth. The wounds wore of 
a petty nature. The full charge appears to have passed over the lieada of the 
mob; but owing to tlic distance at which th(^ shot was firo<J, the pollots would 
scatter a great deal and five of them caught the wounded moiiT 


ELECTION OP CALCUTTA MUNICIPVL COMMISSIONERS. 

Tie Hon’blc* Babu JoGENDKA Chandra Ghose asked: — 

Is the Government aware that during the last two (ductions of the 
Calcutta J\Iunicipal Commissioners, there was ahsolutely no interest shown in 
them by the rate-payers ami that in wards wlituij in previous elections fift(;ou 
hundred to two tlumsand votes Mere recorded, eitlier tin* elections wore un- 
cont^sted or there were n(*t more than two to three hundred votes at the highest 
recorded V 

^a) Is the Government aware that the Hoii’ble Mr. Allen, Chairman 
of the Corporation of Calcutta, declared, at the meeting of tlie t 'orporation 
of the 8tli of November last, that, so far as the Calcutta Municipality was 
concerned, “the whole system of election was absolutely n farce’’? 

(h) Will the Government be graciously pleased to institute an inquiry, 
by appointing a Committee or oth.-rwiso, into the causes of this lamentable 
lack of interest of tlic ratc-finyeis and the failure (i* tt»c sy.^tem o‘ ekuitinn in the 
second city of the Biitish Enqure and take steps to reme ly them? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. McIniosii replied : — 

' “ Questions I and II are answered iogether. 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraphs 1 and 8 of the Report on 
the ilunicipal Administration of Calcutta for the year 100-3-06 where the 
subject of his questions is dealt with. The j)roj)o.sais referred to therein for 
revising the election rules are, it is understood, now under the consideration of 
the Corporation.” 
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Quesiiom and Answers, [15th Dec.| 

IBabu Jogendra Chandra Ohoss ; Mr, McIntosh.^ 

EflTABLISHMENT CHAHGE8 OP THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 

I’he Hon’ble Babu Jogendea Chandra Ghobe ai^ed 

(a) Is tlio Government aware that there has been a great incroaae in 
tlie establishment charges of the Calcutta Municipality since the new Act came 
into force? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to ask for a return from the Calcutta 
Municipality showing the amount of the establishment charges of the Corpora- 
tion before the passing of the now Act and at present, the amount paid to 
Coimnissionors as their fees for attending Committee meetings and the amount 
spent by the Corporation on opening out new roads and improving bustees 
since the now Act came into force ? 

(c) Ik it a fact, as was mentioned by Mr. Braunfield, a Municipal Commis- 
sioner, at the meeting of the Corporation of the 14th November last, that 
22 lakhs were annually spent by the Corporation for establishment out of an 
available income of 42 lakhs after paying the interest for Corporation loans? 

The Ilon’blc Mr. McIntosh replied : — 

“The information asked for by the Ilon’blo Member can be gathered 
from the accounts of the Corpoiation which are published annually.” 

HURK18H CHUNUEll MUKHEIMI’S ROAD AND WOODBUBN PARK. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Qhobk asked: — 

Is the Government aware that many improvements, such as the 
Hurrish Chundor Mukherji’s Road extension ana the Woodburn Park, to 
mention two out of many such passed by the Corporation before or shortly after 
the now Act came into force, have not yet boon carried out ? 

The Hou’blo Me. McIntosh replied: — 

“ Government has no particular information about the pr^ress made 
with the extension of the Hurrish Chunder Mukherji’s Road. The lion’ble 
Member’s attention is invited to paragraph 12 of the Report on the Municipal 
Administration of Calcutta for the year 1905-00, whore it is stud that ‘ in view ^ 
of the impending demands on account of the Improvement Trust, great 
caution is necessary in undertaking capital works other than those of an 
immediately reproductive character, and the bulk of the available funds must 
bo devoted at present to financing the all-important water ‘and drainage 
schemes to which the Corporation stands committed.’ 

“Som(3 information regarding the progress made with the Woodburn Park 
is given in paragraph 25 of the same Report.” 

SUBURBAN DRAINAGE PROJECT. 

The Hon’blo Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to require the Corporation to submit 
a statement showing the causes of the great delay in carrying out the Subur^n 
Drainage Project and to mention a limit of time within which the Corporation 
should carry it out ? 

Will the Government be pleased to consider whether, in the face of the 
inability of the Corporation to carry but the drainage and other projects passed 
many years ago, it is advisable to ask it to take up the gigantic improvements 
contemplated by the City Improvement Scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied:— 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraphs 11 to 13 of the Govern- 
ment Resolution on the Report of the Municipal Administration of Calcutta for 
the year 1904-05 and to paragraph 24 of tiie Calcutta Municipal Administration 
Report for the year 1906-06, Government sees no need to take action in 
tho manner suggested by the question. 
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^ [Jfr. Mclntoih; Bahu Jogendra Chandra Ghon!] 

The Caloatta IniproTement Scheme is still under the oonsideration ^of the 
Gorernments of India nnd Bengal.” 

SEAJRAB BIVER. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Qbosb asked:— ' 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it will be pleased to 
■pend this year Rs. 75,000, provided for in the current financial yeer for the 
improvement* of the river Bhairahj in the district of Jessore, from Singhia Up to 
the town of Jessore under the Canals Act ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. McIirrosH, in the absence of the Hon’ble Mr. Ingus, 
veplW:— 

It is not probable that there will be any expenditure on this scheme 
the current year. It has been ascertained that the cost of making a out from 
Singhia to Roopchie, and of dredging the bed of the Bhairab from Roopohie to 
Jessore would be considerably greater than was at first thought : while the 
work would be of small value as a means of conimunication. The possible 
value of the scheme as a sanitary measure will be considered by the Committee 
which is at present holding an inquiry into the general conditions of the 
drainage and of the river channels of the districts in the Presidency Division.” 

JESSORE DRAINAGE SCHEME. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to state how far the draauage scheme 
under the Sanitary Drainage Act, taken up by the District Hoard of Jessore for 
the improvement of the river Bhairah from the town of Jessore up to its source, 
has progressed, and whether, considering the importance of the matter, the 
largeness of the expenditure and the poverty of tho raiyats of the district, whi 
will have to contribute the major portion of it, the Government will be pleased 
to contribute towards the cost of the scheme ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied : — 

** The Hon’ble Member is referred to Notification No. 62 8, dated the 6th 
August*, 1906, published at page 1582 of tho Calcutta Gazette, Part 1, of the 
l5th August, 1906. The District Board have been asked to elect their repre* 
■entatives to the Board of Drainage Commissioners, and when these have 
been elected* and tho Government nominees have been appointed, the Board 
vrill proceed under section 6 (i) of the Sanitary Drainage Act to prepare a 
preliminary scheme and survey. When this has been drawn up and the cost of 
the project has been ascertained, Government will be prepared to consider the 
Duestion of making a contribution from provincial revenues.” 

• JB880RB WATER- WORKS SCHEME. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Ch andra Ghose asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to state how long the Jessore Water- 
works Scheme, approved by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, has been 
under the consideration of the Government, and whether the Municipality of 
Jessore can shortly expect to receive the sanction of the Government to 
the scheme ? 

The Boft’ble Me. McIntosh replied 

: ^*The Municipal Commissioners of Jessore have not yet submitted to 
^iovemment for final sanction their water-works scheme. The Municipal ^ 
Commissionere have experienced difficulty in carrying out the experimental 
boringa in the bed of the Bhairab river wnioh are required in order to sea 
whether a reliable source of supply ia. available, and they have applied to 
Government for help. Government ia now arranging to lend the Municipal 
Commiasioneri a set of boring instruments and the services of a subordinate 
w(^o hae experience in them* Oovemmeiit will be glad to saaoibn 

a initaUe scheme as soon as it is got ready by the Ifunicipal uommlNuoneft.’’ 
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\_Mr. Byed SJmrJuddin ; Mr, RichardHn,"^ 

JUEY CASKS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shubfuddin asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state, district by district the 
number of cases tried by jury during the 10 years ending Slst Marob, 
1005, the number of cases in respect of which the Sessions Judge concurred 
with the verdict of the ju^, the number of cases in which the Sessions Jud^, 
not agreeing with the juiy, made a reference to the High Court, un^r 
section 807, Criminal Proceaure Code, and the result of each such refeiwce ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Richardson replied : — 

The statistics required by the Hon’ble Member are not available for the 
period mentioned by him nor in respect of each jury district. 

The information to be found in the Annual Reports of the High Court 
on the Administration of Criminal Justice is contained in two statements laid 
on the table, in one of which the figures denote persons and in the other oases. 
All the figures relate to the calendar year.^* 


Slatmenta referred io in the above answer, 
I.— “Person. 


ft 

NumbM- of p«t«oot 
tried b]r Jorjr. 

Nnmber of penons in 
whom Asofi SoMlont 
Judge apprOTod 
Terdiot. 

Nambor of ponona lo 
whom oaMe Seuiou 

J ndgo did not 
approve verdict. 

Number of peraone in 
whom oaaee a 
reterenoe wee made 
to the UiCb Court. 

1 

fi 

• 

4 

h! K 

1896 ... 

693 

629 

64 

43 

*2 g 

1897 ... 

848 

706 

62 

39 


1898 ... 

1,161 

1,048 

113 . 

67 

S’? 

1899 .. 

984 

677 

107 

62 


1900 ... 

1,187 

1,066 

122 

70 

«oi 

1901 ... 

1,077 

966 

111 

68 


1902 ... 

1,130 

1,007 

123 

86 

'ill 

1903 ... 

1,060 

922 

138 

. 64 

III 

1904 ... 

1,063 

876 

187 

83 


L 1906 ... 

622 

646 

76 

42 


Total ... 

1 9,726 



613 


II. — Cases. 



Number of 
reterenrea before 
High Court. 

Nmnber da- 
oided. 

Verdict ac. 
oepted. 

Verdict modi- 
(led. 

Verdict aet 
•aide. 

BonandedJor 

re4rial. 

1 

• 

3 

4 

ft 

ft 

s t* 


f 1896 ... 

83 

81 

9 

7 

18* 

2 

•*- B 


1897 ... 


27 

6 

4 

18 




1898 .. 

47 

43. 

11 

2 

30 


It 


1899 ... 

44 

32 

8 

2 

22 


So E 

ca E 



61 

49 ; 

13 

4 

32 



< 

1901 ... 

38 

26 

9 

... 

17 




1902 ... 

63 

67 

20 

2 

35 


^ _ J 

3 

1903 ... 

46 

39 

16 

3 

19 

1 

fi* 2.’ 

§ 


65 

46 

8 

6 

31 

1 

1 


[1906 ... 

28 

26 

7 

2 

14 

' 2 


Totals ...1 

. i ’“i 

'HOI 

■1 

106 

32 

331 

6 
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. 1006 .] QjmHm md 

8$§i Siurfuddm; Mr. Richardton; Mr. 

BUBOEDINATE EDUCATIONAL SEBVIOB. 

The Hon’Ue Mb. Sted Shubfuddie asked: — 

Will the Goyenxment be pleased to state if it is a fact that, sinoe 
September, 1905, no promotion has been granted to the members of the Sub- 
orainate Educational Seirioe, on the ground that tho new scheme for the 
re-or^nization of the service sanctioned by the Secretary of State for India 
wo^d soon be promulgated ? If this be a fact, will the Government be pleased 
to state when is the new scheme going to be promulgated ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Hichabdson replied » 

• ** The answer to the first part of the Hon’ble Member’s question is in the 
affirmative. As to the second part, a Resolution giving effect to the scheme of 
re-organization has been drawn up and will be published immediately. It has 
been decided that the promotions admissible under the scheme will take effect 
from the 10th September, 1905. The arrangements for bringing the scheme into 
operation had to be made in consultation with the Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam and this has caused some delay.” 

SENIOR DEPUTY MAGISTRATES AND THEIB POWERS- 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shurfuddikt asked:— 

Will the Government be pleased to state if the Senior Deputy Magistrates 
enjoying first-class powers in every district head-quarters town is vested 
with the power to hear appeals under section 407, Criminal Procedure Code ? 

If the officers mentioned above have not the power to hear appeals under 
section 407, Criminal Procedure Code, will the Governnaent be pleased to 
invest them with such powers to be exercised at least during the absence, on 
tour, of the District Magistrates when a great hardship is felt in the matter of 
bail and admission of appeals by persons convicted by Magistrates of the 
second or third class ? 

The Hon’ble TU b. Carlyle replied :— 

“Senior Deputy Magistrates enjoying first class powers in every district 
head-quarters town are not vested with the power to hear appeals under section 
407, Criminal Procedure Code. 

“Government does not consider it necessary to invest such officers generally 
with powers to hear such appeals, as it holds that the hearing of appeals is an 
important part of a District Magistrate’s duties. In special cases, this general rule 
of confining appellate powers to tho District Magistrate has been and will be 
relaxed*” 

. SUBORDINATE EXECUTIVE SERVICE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Syed SnuBFUDDrif asked :— 

Will the Government be pleased to give a statement showing the names 
and qualifications of the applicants, during the year 1906, from Bihar and 
Chota Nagpur, for appointments in the Provincial and Subordinate Branches 
of the Executive Service ? 

Will the Government be pleased to state also which of the applicants were 
successfui. and which not; and tho grounds on which the applications of the 
unsuccessful candidates were rejected ? 

And, in the case of Bengalee candidates, will the Government be further 
pleased to mention against ttieir names whether they are domiciled in Bihar or 
Chota Nagpur, as the case may be, or otherwise ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Carlyle replied : — 

“ Goveminent regrets that it cannot fully comply with the request of the 
ilon^le Member to lay on the table a atatenent showing the names and 
qualiiflcstioBacdtU^pucan^ during the 1906, from Bibar adt Chota 
Nagpur for appointments in the fto v ia d w jpa* 8«botdiBate branebet of the 
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Execjutive Service, and to state which of them were eucoessful and which not, 
and the grounds on which the applioations of the unsuccessful candidates were 
rejected. It is most undesiraoie to publish the names of unsuccessful 
candidates, and still more (from their own point of view) to explain why they 
were unsuccessful. 

“ A statement showing the number of candidates in 1906 from Bihar and 
Chota Nagpur, with the number of Bengalis domiciled in Bihar or Chota 
Nagpur, is laid on the table. ^ 

A statement containing the names of the successful candidates from 
Bihar and Chota Nagpur is also laid on the table. In the case of Bengalis 
domiciled in these places, the fact has been noted (as far as is known). 

Another statement showing the distribution of the new appointments 
amongst the difEerent communities in the Province is also laid on the table. 

“ The last two statements refer to candidates appointed by Government 
direct and not by promotion from other services.’^ 


^iatemmt ih(neing the number of oandidaiei from Bihar and Ohota Nagpur during 1906* 

From No. 

Bihar ... 82 of these 10 are domiciled Bengalis. 

Chota Nagpur ... 17 of these 5 are domiciled Bengalis. 


Statement ahowing the namea of euctea^l candidaUe from Bihar and Chota Nagpur. 

DEPUrr MAGI8TEATE8. 

Bihaeib. 

Bimdua 

1. Babu MadheBwar Singh. 

2. „ Kukutdhaii Singh, b.l. 

8. „ Braja Nandan Singh, b.l. 

4. „ Sbyam Narajan Singh, b.a. 

5. „ llanjit Prasad, b.a. 

Jduhammadana. 

1. Maulyi Ghaudhuri Muhammad Nasir Alasn, Ba. 

2. „ Saiyid Hamid-ud-din Ahmad, b.a. 

Chota Naqpubis. 

Sindue, 

1. Babu Akhouri Gopi Eishore Lai, b.a. 

2. „ Pulin Behari Aikath, b.a. (domiciled). 

SUB-DEPUTT COLLECTOBS. 

Bihabxs. 

Eindua, 

1. Bahu Satish Chandra Upadhaj, h.a. 

2* „ Jahnavi Prasad, b.a. 

3. „ Jadubunsha Sahay, b.a. 

4. „ Gaya Prasad Singh, b.a. 

6. M Snrj^ Narayan Singh, b.a. 

6. „ JugDutt, B.A. 

7. „ Kahitish Chandra Sen, b.a. (domioiled). 

Muhaamaimaa, 

1. Ifanlvi Ali Ahmad, mu, 

2. „ Saiyid Muhammad Hefiq-al-Alam, b.a. 

3. „ Eaei Abdul Wabeb, b.a. 

4. „ Saiyid Muhammad Aii Hosain, mju 

I. „ Saf^ar Hasain, b.a. 

3. „ Ba^id Amanat Husain, b.a» 
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Sttiifid Wat^ Jtii MintM; Mr^ MeIntoihJ] 

Grota NAOFvmis. 

Itindui, 

1. Bikba Ltl BuwAnath 8h«ran SrngK. 

2. „ Hui Dm OhAkmbttti, b.l. \ 

8. „ Sftmt Chuidm ICijmnidar, B4k. I DomitUad. 

4. n KaUmaiixm Lil Boae, b.a. ) 

Utqm. 

1. Baba Dhanmaon PaimA, b.a. 


thotffmg tki dittfibuiion of new appointmenti amongtt the different communitiee 
ta the Province. 


DsFUTY MAOlBiaATIS. 


Bengalis 


GhotaNagpuri ... 
TJriyaa 

Native Christians 
Europeans and Eurasians 


HiBdM. 

11 w 
6 
1 
2 


6 

2 

0 

2 


Bengalis 

8u»-DEPUrt OoLLBCTORfl. 

Hindui. MubaumadaQi 

34 (b) 

Bih^is 

6 

6 

Chota Nagpuri 

1 

0 

Uriyas 

... 4 

0 

Native Christians 



Eurasian 

Uraon * 



... 


(a) InclttdM oiu> domiciled in ChoU Nespur. 

(ft I Do. io Kihar and tbiM In Cbota Nacptur. 


16 

7 

1 

4 

3 

9 

40 


86 

12 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

67 


PAUPER WARDS. 

TheJIon’ble Asif Kadb Sadtid Wasif Ali Mieza, of Murshidabad, asked;— 

Will the Goyernment be pleased to state whether the proposalg of Govern- 
ment made in its Resolution No. 4l46Mod]., dated the 9tn November, 1896 
reifarding the opening of separate pauper wards in the large dispensanes in 
Bengal, and the Circular of the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, dated 
the 8th March, 1898, regarding the establishment of separate wards for the 
accommodation of both moribund and pauper patients, have been acted 
upon? 

If not, will the Government be pleased to draw the attention of local 
bodies md managing committees of dispensaries to give effect to the said 
proposals? 

The Hon’ble Mb. McIntosb replied ; — 

The orders in question have not been lost sight of. They are gradually 
being acted upon as funds permit. It has been ascertained that since they were 
issued, pauper and moribund wards have been provided in 48 dispensaries. 
Govemment ett^hes much importance to the provision of suck wards, and a 
Cirbolar will be issued to local bodies again drawing their attention to the 
matter.*’ , 

.'V' " > 
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lAiifKadr Saiyid Watif AU Mirza; Mr. Carlyle ; Mr, Melntoeh^ 

COTTON CULTIVATION. 

The Hon’ble AeiP ELadr Saivid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad, asked 

Will the Government be pleased to state what, if any, i^ps are being 
taken by it for the development of cotton growing in this Province, in accord- 
ance with any scheme that might have been suggested by any experts? 

The Hon’ble Me. Carlyle replied : — 

“ In this connection the Hon'ble Member is referred to the answers gi'fon 
to the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Oharan Mazumdar at the Council Meeting of the 
2nd December, 1905, and to the Hon’ble Babu Jogeudra Nath Mukherjee at 
the Council Meeting of the 17th February, 1906. 

“ No scheme for the development of cotton cultivation in this Province has 
yet been drawn up by an expert. 

During the current season the Director of Agriculture has arranged for 
the cultivation of about 1 00 acres in the Sonthal rarganus and Singhbhum 
districts with Buri cotton, a variety which has given considerable promise, with 
a view to making it known among cultivators who understand how to grow 
cotton, and with a view to the production of a quantity of reliable seed for 
distribution next year. Plant selection is now being carried out at both 
centres with a view to ultimate improvement. 

“ Brief instructions for the cultivation of cotton have also been circulated 
by the Agricultural Department, and seed distributed from the Departmental 
seed-store.’’ 

VILLAGE HOADS. 

The Hon’blo Afif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad, asked 

Has the Govenuiient received any complaints regarding the condi- 
tion oi village roads in Bengal ? If so, will tno Government be pleased to 
draw the attention of District and Local Boards to the need of kee])ing them 
in proper repairs ? 

The Hon’bl© Mk. McIntosh replied; — 

“ No complaints of a general nature have boon received by Government. 
District Boards arc only responsible for the up keep of such ^ village roads ’ 
as are vested in them or have been placed under their admi.iistration and 
control. Their obligations in this respect are well known to the District 
Boards, and the issue of special instructions to them* is not considered 
necessary.” 

CHARITABLE DISPENSARIES. 

The Hon’ble A sir Kadk Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad, asked 

Is it a fact that in some Charitable Dispensaries under the manage- 
ment of Government or Local Bodies, during hospital hours and in the absence 
of the Medical Officer in charge, prescriptions are prepared and medicines 
dispensed by compounders, and the cases subsequently entered in the dispensary 
Attendance Register by the Medical Officer from memoranda kept by tha 
compounder? If so, will the Government be pleased to take necessary stepa 
to prevent such practice ? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied : — 

“ No instance of patients being treated or prescribed for by a compounder 
otherwise than as laid down by the mles has been brought to the notice of 
Government or the Inspector- General of Civil Hospitals. Compounders are 
forbidden to prescribe for patients on their own responsibility. The only 
exception to tnis rule is, when the Medical Officer in charge is unavoidably 
absent for a brief period owing to sickness or other cause, and on such 
aiona a oompounuer is only permitted to render first aid for the immediate 
relief of a patient, or to dispense stock medicines, or to repeat medidnea 
previously prescribed by the Medical Officer in charge*” : ^ . 



^ f9M.] Qmiumi and 

[Baht Bktpendra Nath Ba9u; Mr. Melnio^h; Bobu Radka Charan PdlJ] 
IWCBKA8K OP INTOXICANTS. 

The Hon’Ue BAmr Bhtjpendra Nath Basu a^ked : — 

Will the GoTerDment state what steps are being taken to check the 
aiaiming increase in the consumption of intoxicants in Bengal) as shown in the 
Beport of the Commissioner of Excise for 1905-1906 ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. McIntosh replied:— 

The Committee appointed by the Government of India to examine the 
systems of Excise administration in the different provinces has recently 
submitted its report to the Government of India. Wlien the Local Govern- 
ment receives the Committee’s report, it will consider what changes are 
required in the system in force in this province.” 

‘ EXCISE INQUIBY COMMITTEE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhutendua Nath Basu asked : — 

Can any information be furnished regarding the recommendations of 
the Excise Inquiry Committee of the Government of India alluded to in the 
Beport of the C-ommissioner of Excise, so far as they apply to Bengal ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. McIntosh replied: — 

*‘The report of the Excise Committee has not been published yet, and 
Government is unable to give any information about it at present.” 

DRAINAGE OP TaE CALCUTTA FRINGE AREA. 

The Hon’blo Babu Radha Charan Pal asked: — 

(a) Is the Government aware of the insanitary and water-logged 
condition of the area, between the Circular Road and the canal on the east of 
Calcutta, knowmas the fringe area, and of the repeated complaints, since its 
amalgamation with Calcutta proper in 1888, of the rate-payers residing in that 
area, who pay the same rates with their fellow-rate-payers of the Town proper, 
without rooeiving the same advantages? 

(b) In view of the urgency of effective drainage of the above area, has the 
Government come to^ any decision as to whether it should permit the storm- 
water from that area* to how into the canal, as it used to do before canalization 
by Government of the channel? 

(c) If no decision has yet been arrived at, will the Government be pleased 
to state when it is likely to come to a decision on the subject? 

Considering that considerable difficulties have arisen in draining the 
area m question owing to the stoppage of the flow of storm-water into the 
canal ana the present unsuitability of the intercepting sewer, which was built 
at the instance of the Government, will the Government be pleased to make 
substantial contribution to the funds of the Corporation to enable that body 
* to relieve tbe aggrieved rate-payers by constructing suitable drainage works ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, McIntosh replied : — 

Government is aware of the unsatisfactory state of the drainage of the 
area referred to. The proposal to permit the discharge of the surface water 
of this area into the Circular Canal was referred to a Cominittee, of which the 
Hon’ble Mr. Collin was the President, and the Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, 
and the Health Officer of the Corporation were the members. The Report of 
the Con^nittee has lately beep received and is adverse to the proposal on 
sanitary grounds. The surface storm water cannot be permitted to enter the 
as Government is advised that this would be dangerous to health. 

" It Is not proposed that Government should contribute towards the co# 
tk# dri^age operations^” * 
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5^8 QyaiMU md Auimt. 

IBdbu Sadha Charau Pal; Mr* Melntoik*^ 

INFilTT MOmUTY III Bx:;aAL. 

The Hon’ble Babo Badha Ohabav Pal aaked:'- ' 

(a) As a m^Qs to prevent the yearly inoreaiing waste of infant life 
in Bei^^al) it is said in the Report of the Sanitary O^missioDef lor Bengal, 
for 1Q()5, that Government oaused two leaflets, containing simple inatmotioiia 
about the feeding and the rearing up of children and prescribi^ the diet of 
Indian mothers utor child-birth, to be prepared and custributed Iwoadoast for 
the education of the general public in these matters. 

Have similar leaflets been circulated in the present Tear, and is the 
Government in a position to say how far these leaflets have produced the 
desired effect? 

(d) May I ask what other measures the Government have taken or intend 
to take for the reduction of the percentage of infant mortality in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. McIntosh replied 

*<The leaflets were distributed towards the close of last year and in the 
earlier part of this year. Government is not in a position to say what effect 
if any, they have had, but the subject will again doubtless be dealt with by 
the Sanitary Commissioner in his next Annual Report* It cannot be expected 
that they will have an immediate effect, though iu time they may do some 
good by helping to remove old prejudices.” 

CHOLERA AND SEPTIC TASKS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal asked 

Considering that there has been an abnormal rise in cholera mortality, 
has the Government ascertained how far this is due to the rapidly increasing 
number of septic tanks in Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Me. McIntosh replied 

^^The Hon’ble Member has not mentioned the localities in which be 
believes there has been an abnormal rise in cholera mortality. Government is 
not aware that there has been any rise in the mortality from cholera which 
•ould in any way be due to septic tank installations.” 

LOWIS JUBILEK SANITARIUM. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Charan Pal asked:— 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the para- 

f raphs published in the ‘^Bengalee” of the 27th idtimo, on the pressed 
hthincal Ward at the Lowis Jubilee Sanitarium ? 

{b) Is it not a fact that three eminent medical authorities and two 
experienced Divisional Commissioners, consulted by Government, were in favour 
of the construction of tins ward ? 

(ij) Did not the Government also approve of the construction of this ward 
on its present site ? 

(d) Now that the ward has neared its completion, and as the abandonment 
of the design at the present juncture will mean the throwing away of so much 
money and labour, will the Government be pleased to state what final decision 
it has arrived at in regard to this matter ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. MoInTOeH replied > 

*<The attention of the Government has been drawn by the^ Hoa’bie 
^Member to the article in the Bengalee to which he refers. Thrt aJrtiole 
^obtains a very misleading statement of the history of the ease regarding this 
#o|K>aal to B phthisioal ward at the liowis Jubilee SanUarioin at 
"Hj^ealing. t * 
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[Mr^fiolntoch; BahuRaika Charan Pal; JIT/*. Richardcon; J/r. Carl^flcJ] 

“The questiou » one of very great importance to the pationte ftem- 
•elree and to the pnbiio. An endeavour is being made, in consultation with 
the Committee or the Sanitarium and with medical officers, to arrive at a 
decision which will be in the interests of the patients and of the public, ^ut 
the Government has not arrived at a hnal decision in regard to it; and the 
matter is still under oonsideration.’* 

• 

PRESIDEKCr COLLEGE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Radha Chaean Pal asked :-r 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is in its contem- 
plation lit remove the Pr^idency College from its present site to a plaoe 
outside Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Richaedson replied : — 

“ The Government has no intention whatever of removing the Presidency 
College from Calcutta. That was decided long ago ; and tho Government has 
since been considering, in consultation with Educational Officers and others 
interested in tho Presidency College, the question of improving that institution. 
It has been sti’ongly urged by some, that the college should be removed from 
its present site to one of the suburbs of Calcutta. Tho main object of this 
proposal is to obtain more room for extension of the college buildings and for 
hostels. The Govornraont, however, as at present advised, is in favour of 
retaining the present site, and gradually acquiring land, as funds permit, for 
thertmprovement of tho college. At the same time tho Lieutenant-Governor 
has thought it right to hear any arguments that might be advanced in favour 
of a change of site within Calcutta or its suburbs, lie has invited opinions, 
and will decide the question when those opinions have been considered.^' 


THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1006. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Cablylis moved that the Bill to amend and supplement 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Slacke, tho Hon’ble Mr. Gordon, tho Hon'ble Asif Kadr 
Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, the Hon'ble Kaja Ban Behari Kapur, tho Hon’blo 
Babtt Bhupendra Nath Bosu and the Mover. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILI-, 

1906. 

The Hotfblo Mr. McIntosh moved that tho Bill to amend the Bengal 
IjOCoI Self-Government Act of 1885 be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
4if the Hon’ble Mr. Slacke, the Hon’ble Mr. Inglis, the Hon’ble Babu 
Jogendra Nath Mukherjee, the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Chandra Ghose and the 
Mover. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

' The Oounoil was then adjourned to Saturday, the 13th January, 1907, 

Calcutta; | L. C, ADAMI, 

The 0M BecmicTf xm. f . Ofg, ISecretar$ to ih$ Bei^al • 
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